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criminals, domestic abusers, those with
dangerous mental illness, and other
prohibited purchasers. However, those
same criminals could buy those same
guns at a gun show or over the Internet
without any questions asked because
those sales don’t require a background
check.

Our bill closes this huge loophole,
greatly reducing the number of places
a criminal can buy a gun, because our
bill would require background checks
at all gun shows and for Internet or
newspaper sales.

Our bill is pro-gun owner and pro-
Second Amendment. It provides rea-
sonable exceptions for firearm trans-
fers between families and friends. You
won’t have to get a background check
when you inherit the family rifle or
borrow a shotgun for a hunting trip, or
purchase a gun from a friend, hunting
buddy, or neighbor.

It bans the creation of a Federal reg-
istry and makes the misuse of records
a felony, punishable up to 15 years in
prison. It allows Active Duty military
to buy firearms in their home States or
the State in which they’re stationed. It
authorizes the use of State concealed
carry permits in lieu of a background
check to purchase a firearm. And, it al-
lows interstate handgun sales from li-
censed dealers.

We have a bill that’s ready for the
floor. It’s bipartisan. It will help keep
guns from criminals, terrorists, and
the dangerously mentally ill, and it
supports the Second Amendment rights
of law-abiding Americans. If the bill
didn’t support the Second Amendment,
my name wouldn’t be on it. I'm a gun
owner, and I believe that law-abiding
Americans have a constitutional right
to own a firearm. But I'm also a father
and a grandfather, and I know that we
have a responsibility to do everything
we can to reduce gun violence.

This bill deserves a vote. The people
of Newtown deserve a vote. The fami-
lies of the nearly 5,000 people who have
been killed since Newtown deserve a
vote. Our kids and our grandkids de-
serve a vote. Mr. Speaker, please give
us a vote.

A CHALLENGE FOR THE FRIENDS
OF BRETT BAXLEY GOSNELL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. McHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, in this
country there are children diagnosed
with rare diseases every day. While it’s
a tragedy that anyone is diagnosed
with a disease or cancer in this coun-
try, it is a particular tragedy that the
youngest in our society are diagnosed
with oftentimes incurable diseases and
ailments.

So today, I rise to support the Kids
First Research Act, because it’s impor-
tant that we focus our national re-
sources on fixing these problems, these
challenges that as a society we can
band together and put research dollars
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where our heart is. We all do this in in-
dividual ways, whether it’s donating to
a local charity or focusing our interest
on making sure Congress allocates re-
sources necessary to come up with life-
saving cures through the National In-
stitutes of Health or other areas of
government research.

At home, we have something called
“Brett’s Ride for Rhabdo.” It’s an in-
credible story of a young man at age 17
who is diagnosed with
Rhabdomyosarcoma. It’s a very rare
pediatric cancer that roughly 300 chil-
dren are diagnosed with each year. It’s
very rare. This incredible young man
named Brett Gosnell was diagnosed at
age 17 with this cancer.

Brett was an all-American kid from
Hickory. Maryann and Mark Gosnell
were his parents. He has two younger
brothers. Just a great all-American
family. I'm pleased to know the family,
and I was pleased to know Brett.

Brett was an all-star kid, the kind of
young man that I hope to have as my
wife and I start a family. But Brett was
a very special guy. He was not pleased
with his SAT score—his math SAT
score. He got a 740 on the math portion
of the SAT. So after a round of chemo-
therapy he retook the SAT and he
scored a perfect 800 on the math por-
tion. Incredible young man.

So what his parents did was come to-
gether—and his family—at Brett’s urg-
ing to come up with a charity bike ride
that hundreds of people participate in
every October in Hickory, North Caro-
lina. Even folks like me that aren’t
great bike riders or particularly ath-
letic participate in Brett’s honor. Each
yvear they are able to raise tens of
thousands of dollars for Rhabdo re-
search.

I tell the story because it’s very im-
portant. Brett’s story is a very impor-
tant one, and inspiring to so many of
us. Brett was diagnosed early and still
insisted on going off to college at the
University of Virginia. He did lose his
fight to Rhabdo in 2006.

Brett left a letter for us that we read
every October at Brett’s Ride for
Rhabdo. He left this letter that he dic-
tated to a friend of his. He calls it: ““A
Challenge for the Friends of Brett
Baxley Gosnell.” He says:

I am not here physically, but I am looking
down from Heaven on this assembled group.
I challenge you to adopt a new goal, a new
way of life for yourself. Put helping, caring
about, and serving others at the center of all
that you do—not just for today or tomorrow
but for the remainder of your life. I ask you
to look for ways in which to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others, regardless of
who they are or where you find them. They
are God’s children and they need us. We
must turn away from thinking only of our-
selves and remember that each one of us has
a capacity for doing something. Discover
what you can do—and do it. I ask you to do
that. But there is something else. In the act
of helping others, think of this. It was my
desire to make a difference, and I tried to do
that in the opportunities that were given to
me. There was so much more that I wanted
to do, but I will keep my eye on you from
Heaven. Now you can pick up where I left off
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and serve so many others. Hear this plea and
respond to it. This is your friend who asks
you to accept this challenge. Do something
meaningful with your life. After all, that is
how you can most honor me in my life.

Brett.

I bring this to the House floor to urge
my colleagues to ensure that we sup-
port important pediatric research so
that we don’t have to lose another
Brett Gosnell.

———
J 1030
THE SANDY HOOK PROMISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PELOSI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, our hearts
are broken, but our spirit is not. That
is the Sandy Hook promise.

Tomorrow marks 6 months since the
tragedy in Newtown, a tragedy seared
in the minds of every person across
America—indeed, in the minds of mil-
lions across the world. Like the anni-
versaries of the shootings in Tucson,
Arizona, in Oak Creek, and in so many
other communities, tomorrow marks
an anniversary of shock, uncertainty,
violence, horror. Tomorrow marks an-
other solemn reminder of the per-
sistent plague of gun violence in our
society and of the ongoing challenge to
end it.

Over the past 6 months, many words
have been spoken to offer our love and
support to the community of Newtown
and to the students and teachers of
Sandy Hook. Yet, from the start, we
have known that words of comfort
would never be enough, that there
would be no substitute for the action
that we must take that would be a
truly fitting memorial to the 20 chil-
dren and six teachers and administra-
tors lost that day.

Yesterday, we had visits from the
families, who brought pictures of their
loved ones who were lost—Daniel
Barden, Lauren Rousseau, Benjamin
Wheeler, Mary Sherlach, Dylan
Hockley—heartbreaking photos of
these children and family members
who were lost. I don’t know how much
more motivation we need than to see
the tears in their eyes and the resolve
in their voices to use their grief as a
source of strength to help save other
people.

That would start with a vote on bi-
partisan legislation by Congressman
MIKE THOMPSON, Congressman PETER
KING, and 180 cosponsors to expand and
strengthen our background checks. No
one knows better than the people of
Newtown—the men and women, moth-
ers and fathers, brothers and sisters—
who lost their loved ones on December
14, 2012. Since that dark day, the fami-
lies of Newtown and their supporters
have turned their sorrow into strength,
their pain into perseverance, their un-
speakable loss into unmatched courage
and determination to carry on.

Yesterday, these mothers and fathers
met with both Republican and Demo-
cratic leaders. Yet they had come with
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