June 13, 2013

the date that my State, the State of
Connecticut, saw a horrible tragedy,
young children who were slaughtered
in an act of senseless gun violence. And
today, survivors of the Newtown mas-
sacre are all across Capitol Hill urging
Congress to act.

Congressman THOMPSON and Con-
gressman KING painstakingly worked
out a compromise bill to strengthen
background checks in our country, bal-
ancing constitutional concerns, again,
totally consistent with the Heller deci-
sion, which sets forth the individual
right to gun ownership.

It is time for this Congress to act. We
should pass the Thompson-King bill.
We should listen to those families, the
survivors of the Newtown massacre,
who are begging Congress to move for-
ward and act on this measure. It will
protect the rights of gun owners, but it
will also protect the public safety of
this country, which is so long overdue.

I want to salute Congressman THOMP-
SON, Congressman KING, Congress-
woman ESTY, who represents the New-
town district in Connecticut, all of my
colleagues from my State, and all
across the country who have come to-
gether in response to this horrible
event to make sure that it will not just
be a passing memory, but that we will
build something from that event that
will protect Americans from the epi-
demic of gun violence that unfortu-
nately goes on every single day in this
country.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF FRED D. WILLIAMS III

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and pay
tribute to the life and legacy of Mr.
Fred D. Williams III, a beloved husband
and father, highly respected commu-
nity leader, and successful business
owner from the great State of Ala-
bama, who sadly passed away on June
11, 2013 at the age of 76. This phe-
nomenal man was an extraordinary
source of wisdom and guidance for me
and so many others.

While I'm deeply saddened by his
passing, I am confident that his legacy
will continue through the countless
people that he touched during his life.

For more than 50 years, this excep-
tional man owned and operated Fred’s
Flower and Gift Shop in the historic
Selma, Alabama. Opened on October 15,
1956, Fred’s Flower and Gift Shop
served as a pillar in the Selma commu-
nity until July 2011, when Mr. Fred
Williams retired. Mr. Fred Williams,
III represents a whole line of wonderful
business owners in my home town of
Selma, Alabama.

Fred Williams was married for 45
years to Martha J. Williams, who pre-
ceded him in death on July 15, 2003.
Their marriage was blessed with two
beautiful children, Kaye Frances Wil-
liams of Alexandria, Virginia, and
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Kimberly Joyce Williams of Min-
neapolis, Minnesota. He was also the
doting and loving grandfather of
McKenzie and Madison Dillon.

For me, this is a personal loss since
I was privileged to be raised by Fred
Williams. His daughter Kim was my
childhood best friend, and I grew up in
the Williams household. In fact, there
is not a childhood memory of mine
that does not include the Williams
family or my many visits to Fred’s
Florist.

Because of the closeness my family
shared with the Williamses over the
years, I affectionately called him Uncle
Fred. Uncle Fred has left an indelible
mark on the city of Selma, Alabama,
and I am so grateful for the part he
played in raising me.

While I am sad that I am not able to
attend the funeral today to be with
Kim and Kaye, I rejoice in knowing
that Uncle Fred’s legacy will live on in
the many people that he touched. I find
comfort in remembering his hearty
laugh, the way he always walked with
his head cocked to one side, and of
course the way he always brought a
smile to my face as he called me Terri
Sue. I will forever carry with me the
love, support, laughter and precious
memories of Uncle Fred.

On behalf of the State of Alabama
and this Nation, I ask my colleagues of
the United States House of Representa-
tives to join me in celebrating the won-
derful life and legacy of Mr. Fred D.
Williams III, an extraordinary Amer-
ican and an Alabama treasure.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak and ask
unanimous consent to revise and ex-
tend my remarks.

He came by his entrepreneurship spirit hon-
estly, following in the footsteps of his fore-
fathers who were prominent business owners
in Selma.

His floral expertise was legendary and his
leadership in the industry was highly ac-
claimed. In 1970, Fred Wiliams became the
first African-American member of the Alabama
State Florist Association. As a trailblazer, he
achieved recognition at the state level in 1979
when he served as the President of the Ala-
bama State Florist Association and ultimately
received the Association’s Lifetime Member-
ship Award for his dedicated service.

Integrally involved in his family businesses,
Fred also owned and operated Fairlawn Mem-
ory Gardens and was Corporate President of
J.H. Williams and Sons Funeral Home, a 108-
year-old family business. He was a licensed
funeral director and former member of the Ala-
bama Funeral Directors and Morticians Asso-
ciation.

Fred Williams was known as a savvy busi-
ness leader and a caring professional who
took great pride in ensuring his floral arrange-
ments were beautiful and personal for each
occasion. He was beloved, respected and ad-
mired in our community. Many will remember
him as the “dean of the floral business” who
inspired and provided exceptional mentorship
for other florists in the industry.

Fred Williams spent his formative years in
Selma, Alabama. He moved with his family to
Richmond, Virginia in the 1950s where he
graduated from Maggie L. Walker High
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School. He then attended the historic Stillman
College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. After gradua-
tion, he returned to his hometown of Selma
and opened his flower shop in 1956.

Fred Williams was actively involved in every
facet of the Selma community. His love of
people and his hometown was evident in his
tireless efforts to make the City of Selma a
better place. The list of clubs and organiza-
tions included the Selma-Dallas County His-
toric Preservation Society, the Selma-Dallas
Chamber of Commerce and he also served on
the boards for the Vaughan-Smitherman Build-
ing and Sturdivant Hall. He was a charter
member of the 12 High Club as well as the
Chesterfield Club and he was a founding
member of the Tuesday Night Men’s Group.
He was a long-time member of the Historic
Brown Chapel A.M.E. Church where he
earned the title of “Trustee Emeritus” for his

generosity and dedicated service to the
church.
——
NEWTOWN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, 6 months ago, our Nation wit-
nessed a horrible massacre of inno-
cence in Newtown, Connecticut. In the
6 months since, there are two impor-
tant facts that we should note: first,
nearly 5,000 more Americans have been
killed by people using guns.
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Second, Congress has done absolutely
nothing to reduce and prevent these
deaths.

The Senate took one vote to expand
background checks. Sadly, it failed
when a minority of Senators voted
against the wishes of 90 percent of
Americans. The only thing more dis-
appointing than the Senate voting
down this pro-gun owner, anti-criminal
legislation is that the House has re-
fused to vote at all.

My Republican colleague, PETER
KiING, and I have introduced H.R. 1565,
legislation that’s identical to the Sen-
ate background check effort. We have 3
Republicans, we have 179 Democrats—a
total of 182 coauthors. Surely, we need
more support from the Republican side
of the aisle.

But the truth is this shouldn’t be a
controversial bill, and it shouldn’t be
partisan. Background checks are some-
thing everyone in both parties should
be able to agree on. Everyone says
they’re against criminals, terrorists,
and the dangerously mentally ill get-
ting guns. But you can’t be against
that and be against background
checks. Background checks are the
first line of defense. Our bipartisan bill
strengthens that first line of defense.

It’s anti-criminal. Right now a crimi-
nal can buy a firearm at a gun show,
over the Internet, or through a news-
paper ad because those sales don’t re-
quire a background check. Last year,
the background check system identi-
fied and denied 88,000 gun sales to
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