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the administration has done nothing to
reverse it.

At a time when families are traveling
to see their kids graduate from college,
fly across the country to take care of
their elderly parents, and make busi-
ness trips to help support their fami-
lies, these delays are inexcusable.
That’s why House Republicans voted
twice to replace President Obama’s se-
quester with reasonable and respon-
sible spending cuts—because we wanted
to prevent things like this from hap-
pening.

So I encourage all of you when you
travel home this week to talk to people
in your hometown airports, take pic-
tures and engage the people you meet
about what they’re experiencing and
then tweet those stories using the
hashtag: #ObamaFlightDelays. And,
above all, please join me in encour-
aging the administration to stop play-
ing politics with the American people.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, this week, the Chicago Trib-
une published an editorial that stated
what many of us have known for
months: the administration is playing
political games by attempting to make
the sequestration as painful as possible
on Americans, especially traveling
Americans.

The FAA furloughs announced this
week, they’re not just wrong, they’re
irresponsible. The bottom line is the
FAA has the flexibility to find money
and minimize the impact to the trav-
eling public. Even more concerning is
that the FAA has chosen not to imple-
ment the furloughs in a way that could
protect the most critical air traffic
control operations and facilities. They
are indiscriminately furloughing ev-
eryone in the FAA.

Air traffic controllers are being fur-
loughed at the same rate as non-
controllers, and furloughs are being ap-
plied at the same rate regardless of the
airport size. Waterloo in Iowa is not
Chicago O’Hare. The FAA needs to
manage better, and they need to do it
now.

There is still time for the adminis-
tration and the FAA to reverse course
on these decisions and start making
the right decision instead of trying to
simply score political points by play-
ing the political game of chicken.

———

FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, we have
seen these political games played be-
fore with sequestration, and the Amer-
ican people have responded unfavor-
ably every time. This decision to fur-
lough air traffic controllers by the
FAA is no different.
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Staff shortages as a result of these
furloughs led to more than 2,250 flight
delays in the first 2 days alone, great-
ly—greatly—inconveniencing the
schedules of many people trying to
travel across our country. These delays
are all unnecessary.

There are $2.7 billion in nonpersonnel
operational costs that the House
Transportation Committee has identi-
fied and which could be examined be-
fore furloughs that ultimately hurt the
American people. The FAA and this ad-
ministration have decided to inconven-
ience the American traveler instead of
using its flexibility within the agency
to enact these cuts in a responsible
manner.

When air traffic controllers are being
furloughed, yet workers helping imple-
ment ObamaCare have been unaffected,
it becomes clear on where this adminis-
tration’s priorities are.

I am very concerned with Democrats
using this latest example of a manufac-
tured crisis to cut workers, not waste.

———
FAA FLIGHT DELAYS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA Mr. Speaker, we live
in a representative Republic, and so
the people expect us at our different
levels of government to go to Wash-
ington, go to your local State capitols
and get the job done and do it right. We
appoint people to get these jobs done
for us that you expect, whether the
President does the appointments or
somehow the House and the Senate ap-
prove them. And yet Washington, D.C.,
has fallen down on the job; this admin-
istration has fallen down on the job on
this issue of FAA and air traffic con-
trollers and delays that can affect real
American people.

It’s really shameful that we are ma-
nipulated in such a way, because what
we’ve seen in recent years, actually
since 1996, the budget for FAA has in-
creased 110 percent. And now in this
fiscal crisis, this country has seen
where everybody is having to cut back,
whether personally in our own lives or
in government, that we’re finding ways
to try and trim the cost of doing busi-
ness of government a little bit.

A 4 percent cut in FAA resulting in
40 percent of our flights being delayed,
that’s an outrage. It should be an out-
rage to every individual that we’re
being manipulated this way at a time,
with a $16-plus trillion deficit, we can’t
get this right.

So, missed connections, we’re hurt-
ing the American public with these
delays. We’ve got to do better. I ask
the administration to do better.

———

CPC HOUR: IRAQ
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.
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Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
first, let me just say I'm very pleased
to anchor this Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus Special Order on Iraq with
my colleague from California, Con-
gresswoman MAXINE WATERS.

Let me also take a moment to thank
Congresswoman WATERS, who is the
founder of the Out of Iraq Caucus. Con-
gresswoman WATERS had the vision and
the determination to pull together
Members of the House who really need-
ed some space, who needed to be able to
provide legislative strategies and to
beat the drum to end this war in Iraq.
The country owes Congresswoman
WATERS a debt of gratitude, and we
thank you very much for that.

I also want to acknowledge Congress-
woman Lynn Woolsey, who retired
from Congress at the end of last year,
but who loomed so large during this
Special Order, given her incredible
leadership in working to end the war in
Iraq and to bring our troops home. She
is and remains our sister in arms when
it comes to working for global peace
and security for our children, all of our
collective work.

It was no wonder that many observ-
ers called Congresswomen WATERS,
Woolsey, and myself ‘“The Triad,” but
it was actually Congresswoman Wool-
sey who coined this term in our forma-
tion.
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We are here today to reflect back on
the 10-year anniversary of the start of
the unnecessary, immoral, and costly
war and to remember and pay tribute
to the sacrifices of our troops, those
who lost their lives, the injured, their
families, and their loved ones, many of
whom are still grappling with the scars
and the impact of the war. We are also
here to reflect on the costs of this war
in blood and treasure. On the costs of
this war: $800 billion, 4,486 soldiers, an
untold number of Iraqi civilians, count-
less refugees, and also on the lost op-
portunity costs of this war to our coun-
try.

Instead of spending $800 billion on
Iraq, we could have created jobs, re-
built our crumbling infrastructure or
invested in our schools to provide
every child with a 21st century edu-
cation. Sadly, this list goes on and on.
It is especially painful when we under-
stand that this war never should have
happened in the first place. It was a
war of choice. It was unnecessary; it
was immoral; and it was wrong.

Over 10 years now in the run-up to
the war, there were those of us in Con-
gress and millions of people in the
antiwar movement who fought the
launch of this war. We had questions
about weapons of mass destruction
claims. We pushed for hearings; we
called for a full debate; and we called
to halt the rush to war.

In October 2002, the Bush administra-
tion pushed for invading Iraq. During
that time, I was on the Foreign Affairs
Committee. I proposed an amendment,
which the Rules Committee made in
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