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her son, studying music composition at James 
Madison University, composes music for the 
orchestra. 

The Society’s initial membership of eight 
has grown to more than 55 musicians and it 
is now the largest of its kind in America, with 
musicians from in their teens to those in their 
90s. It includes several orchestra musician en-
sembles that present educational and cultural 
outreach programs in schools, parks, retire-
ment communities and for charitable events in 
the United States and Russia. 

The Russian folk orchestra was founded in 
St. Petersburg, Russia in the late 1800’s by 
Vasily Andreyev when he realized that the bal-
alaika’s unique and inimitable sound needed 
to receive greater recognition, moving this ini-
tial peasant class instrument to the concert 
stage. The orchestra is organized in instru-
mental sections similar to a symphony orches-
tra and under the direction of a conductor. Its 
principal instruments are the triangular-shaped 
balalaikas and oval-shaped domras and the 
‘‘shimmering’’ sound is produced by the rapid 
plucking of the strings of the balalaikas, the 
domras, a gusli (table-harp) and supplemented 
with accordions, woodwinds and percussion. 

It is mystical and enchanting musical sound 
is patterned after the traditional Russian folk 
orchestras. Moscow Channel 1 Television, the 
largest television station in Russia, filmed the 
orchestra’s rehearsal at Rock Spring Church 
and concert at Kenmore Auditorium, both in 
my district, and a video-clip was shown on 
Russian television. It showed Moscow viewers 
a large and well-developed Russian folk or-
chestra in America. 

‘‘Alive at Twenty-Five, a Silver Anniversary 
Celebration,’’ concerts will be presented on 
May 18 arid 19, featuring Alexander 
Tsygankov, Russia’s premier domra soloist, 
and Andrei Saveliev, America’s balalaika vir-
tuoso. We’re proud the Virginia concert will be 
held in my district at Yorktown High School, in 
Arlington. 

The Washington Balalaika Society’s goal is 
to expand awareness and appreciation of this 
musical art form by performing in a broad 
range of audiences in a variety of venues. It 
has performed at the Kennedy Center Concert 
Hall with the Paul Hill Chorale and The Cho-
rale Arts Society, Carnegie Hall in New York, 
the Embassy of the Russian Federation, and 
the Smithsonian Institution. It has been the 
guest of the Andreyev Musical Foundation at 
concerts in New Jersey. Russian Soprano 
Olga Orlovskaya, great grand-daughter of the 
famous Russian basso, Feodor Chaliapan, is 
often a featured soloist. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to recognize the 
Balalaika Society, both for their cultural mis-
sion spreading news of this art form and the 
wonderful music they perform in Virginia and 
around the world. 
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RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX COUN-
TY FEDERATION OF CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATIONS HONOREES 
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Tuesday, April 16, 2013 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the Fairfax County Federation of 
Citizens’ Associations and the honorees of its 
63rd Annual Awards Banquet. 

The Fairfax County Federation of Citizens 
Associations is a coalition of civic and home-
owners associations from across Fairfax 
County. Each year, the Federation honors a 
select few individuals for their extraordinary 
contributions to our community. 

Five individuals are being recognized for 
their dedication and years of service to the 
residents of Fairfax County. As a former two- 
term President of the Federation, as well as 
the former president of my own civic associa-
tion in Mantua, I understand that those who 
volunteer their time, energies, and talents to 
civic activities play a role in why Fairfax Coun-
ty is ranked as one of the best communities in 
the nation to live, work and raise a family. I 
am honored to recognize the following individ-
uals for their service to the community: 

2012 Lifetime Achievement Award: Kath-
erine Hanley for nearly 40 years of tireless ef-
forts at every level of public service ranging 
from her local homeowners association board, 
to Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors, to Secretary of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Ms. Hanley’s leadership has 
been pivotal in transforming Northern Virginia 
into a community that is envied and used as 
a model throughout the country. She has de-
voted herself to causes such as human serv-
ices, homeless prevention, education, health 
care services, arts, education, and reduction 
of gang activity. She has also been a leader 
in the areas of transportation and the trans-
formation of Tysons. Under her leadership as 
Chairman, Fairfax County was named ‘‘Best 
Managed County’’. Ms. Hanley was also 
named a ‘‘Washingtonian of the Year’’ in 2000 
by Washingtonian Magazine; and in 2002, she 
received the ‘‘Distinguished Service Award’’ 
from the Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Greater Washington. 

2012 Fairfax County Citizen of the Year: 
Peter Murphy for his 30 years of service on 
the Fairfax County Planning Commission, 25 
of which he has served as Chairman. During 
this time Mr. Murphy has been responsible for 
overseeing enormous growth and develop-
ment and implementation of management poli-
cies and procedures. In recognition of his con-
tributions, Mr. Murphy has received numerous 
awards including the Department of the Army 
Commander’s Award (Medal) for Public Serv-
ice (2009); the 2007 Lawrence V. Fowler 
Award, the 2006 Katherine K. Hanley Public 
Service Award from Leadership Fairfax, Inc.; 
and the Times Courier Citizen of the Year 
Award. 

2012 Citation of Merit: Rose Chu for her 
decades of service in the areas of health care, 
senior citizen assistance, and issues of impor-
tance to the Asian community. Since 1987, 
Ms. Chu has served on the Fairfax County 
Health Care Advisory Board. Ms. Chu is also 
Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Commu-
nity Advisory Committee for the Community 
Health Care Network which provides primary 
health care serves for 20,000 Northern Vir-
ginia residents. In addition, Ms. Chu is one of 
the founders of the Coalition of Asian Pacific 
Americans of Virginia, CAPAVA, and currently 
serves as its Secretary. 

2012 Citation of Merit: Phyllis Payne for her 
fervent work as an advocate for our children. 
Ms. Payne is a co–founder of Start Later for 
Excellence in Education Proposal, SLEEP, 
which she represents on the Northern Virginia 
Healthy Kids Coalition and the Partnership for 
a Healthier Fairfax. She is a founding member 

in the Fairfax Education Coalition and has 
served with PTA and PTSA/PTSO organiza-
tions. Ms. Payne was an at-large representa-
tive for the Fairfax County Public Schools, 
FCPS, School Health Advisory Committee, 
and a member of the FCPS Transportation 
Task Force. All children who have attended 
public school in Fairfax County have benefited 
from her efforts on their behalf. 

2012 Special Gratitude Award: Kyle Talente 
for his dedication and contributions to Fairfax 
County’s community revitalization efforts. Mr. 
Talente served on the Southeast Fairfax De-
velopment Corporation, SFDC, Board of Direc-
tors for eight years, the final three as Presi-
dent. After stepping down in 2012, he contin-
ued to serve the SFDC on the Advisory Com-
mittee. Mr. Talente has also served on the 
Fairfax County Community Revitalization and 
Reinvestment Advisory Group and on the 
Hopkins House Academy Budget and Per-
sonnel Policy Committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in thanking these incredible individuals and in 
congratulating them on being honored by the 
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens Associa-
tions. Civic engagement is the root of a com-
munity, and due to these individuals, Fairfax 
County residents can enjoy an excellent qual-
ity of life. The contributions and leadership of 
these honorees have been a great benefit to 
our community and truly merit our highest 
praise. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MEL CULPEPPER 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 16, 2013 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is 
an honor to pay homage to outstanding 
women who are making a difference in my 
Congressional District. 

I would like to recognize an exceptional 
woman, Mel Culpepper of Los Angeles, who 
for many years has worked with non-profit or-
ganizations and has made a profound impact 
on the families in our community. 

Ms. Culpepper has served as the Executive 
Director of the Boys and Girls Club of Holly-
wood, BGCH, since 2007, where she man-
ages the Club’s annual budget, spearheads 
fundraising efforts, and serves as the liaison to 
government and community agencies. During 
her time as Executive Director, Mel has intro-
duced development strategies and cost-saving 
concepts that have greatly contributed to the 
success of the organization. 

Prior to Ms. Culpepper’s work for the 
BGCH, she worked as Director of Residential 
Treatment Services for Stanford Home for 
Children in Sacramento, where she managed 
the budget and developed new programs for 
children with mental illnesses. Prior to that, 
she served as the Executive Director of the 
Central YMCA of San Francisco. 

Mel has contributed to our community by 
creating partnerships and relationships with 
other Hollywood businesses, non-profit organi-
zations and individuals, which benefit the Club 
and its members and the community. For ex-
ample, she created a partnership with the Hol-
lywood Community Housing Corporation, 
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