E432

mobilized for a year to support the Berlin Cri-
sis. By 1962, an additional mobilization of
14,220 reservists and 422 aircraft were sup-
porting operations during the Cuban Missile
Crisis.

During the Vietham War, the Air Force Re-
serve provided strategic airlift as well as coun-
terinsurgency, close air support, tactical mobil-
ity, interdiction, rescue and recovery, intel-
ligence, medical, maintenance, aerial port and
air superiority until U.S. involvement ended in
1973.

For the most part, the nation was at peace
for the next few years with the Air Force Re-
serve periodically engaged in emergency-re-
sponse missions. This included the rescue
and return of American students from Grenada
in 1983, aerial refuelings of F—111 bombers
during the EI Dorado Canyon raid on Libyan-
sponsored terrorists in 1986, and Operation
Just Cause which ousted Panama’s General
Noriega in 1989-1990.

Also, Air Force Reservists supported hu-
manitarian and disaster relief efforts, including
resupply and evacuation missions in the after-
math of Hurricane Hugo.

More than twenty years of continual combat
operations began with Operation Desert Shield
and Desert Storm in response to Saddam
Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990.

In the aftermath of coalition victory, Air
Force reservists continued to serve and were
heavily involved in enforcing the no-fly zones
over northern and southern Irag as well as in
humanitarian relief missions to assist the up-
rooted Iragi Kurds.

In 1993, Air Force Reserve tanker, mobility
and fighter units began operations in Bosnia
and in 1999 were also supporting Operation
Allied Force over Serbia and Kosovo.

When terrorists attacked the United States
on Sept. 11, 2001, Air Force reservists re-
sponded in full measure. Air Force Reserve
F-16 fighter aircraft flew combat air patrols to
protect American cities while KC-135 tankers
and AWACS aircraft supported security efforts.

In October 2001, Operation Enduring Free-
dom began as U.S. military forces entered Af-
ghanistan to combat the Taliban and terrorist
sanctuaries. In March 2003, Operation lIraqi
Freedom began in order to end Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime. Air Force Reserve units and re-
servists played key roles in all combat oper-
ations as Air Force Reserve MC-130 Combat
Talon aircraft became the first fixed-wing air-
craft to penetrate Afghan airspace while Air
Force Reserve F-16 crews performed the first
combat missions.

In recent years, Citizen Airmen have sup-
ported every Air Force core function and every
Combatant Commander around the world. Air
Force reservists were engaged in surge oper-
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan. They sup-
ported combat and humanitarian missions in
Haiti, Libya, Japan, Mali and the Horn of Afri-
ca. Also, they’ve provided national disaster re-
lief at home in the U.S. after Hurricanes
Katrina and Sandy, the gulf oil spill and the
wildfires in the western states.

Throughout their history, Citizen Airmen
have volunteered continually, allaying con-
cerns that reservists would not be available
when really needed.

Since its inception in 1948, the Air Force
Reserve has evolved from a unit-mobilization-
only force into an operational reserve that par-
ticipates daily in missions around the globe.
Today, Air Force reservists safeguard nuclear
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weapons and guide Global Positioning Sat-
ellites. From bases in the United States, re-
servists fly remotely piloted aircraft in combat
half a world away. They track hurricanes out
at sea and bring medical supplies and food
into disaster areas to save lives around the
world.

Spanning six and a half decades—with the
last two decades of continuous combat—the
Air Force Reserve has fulfilled the legacy of
early air pioneers and exceeded the potential
seen by the visionaries who created it in 1948.

Congratulations to all Citizen Airmen, past
and present, on the 65th Anniversary of the
Air Force Reserve on April 14, 2013.

———

HONORING AND CELEBRATING THE
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MICHAEL
PRITCHARD

HONORABLE ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2013

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge and honor Michael Pritchard upon
his retirement from Pathway Society, Inc.

Michael has been the Executive Director at
Pathway Society, Inc. since 1991. Pathway is
the oldest and largest community-based non-
profit organization in Santa Clara County pro-
viding low-income residents with substance
abuse treatment, intervention, education, and
prevention. In 1970, Michael graduated from
Western Michigan University, where he ma-
jored in Psychology. In 1976, he received his
Masters Degree in Psychology at California
State University at Los Angeles.

Michael's leadership expanded Pathway’s
programs, budget, and staffing. During Mi-
chael’s nineteen years as the Executive Direc-
tor, Pathway helped 60,000 people lead
healthy lives. 25,000 youth stopped using
drugs and escaped gangs during his tenure.
When Michael joined Pathway in 1991, the or-
ganization served around 550 people annually.
Today, Pathway serves around 3,500 people
annually.

While at Pathway, Michael helped imple-
ment one of the first substance-abuse day
treatment programs in the country specifically
focused on helping gang-involved Latinos get
off drugs and out of gangs. He is a founding
member of San Jose Mayor's Gang Preven-
tion Task Force Policy Team, which supports
these efforts.

Michael served as board member and offi-
cer of Treatment Communities of America, a
national consortium of over 600 programs pro-
viding an array of integrated services in sub-
stance abuse treatment and behavioral health.
He is a past officer of California Therapeutic
Communities, a statewide organization of ad-
diction treatment providers. He served as
president of the Alcohol and Drug Contractors
Association, a countywide network of commu-
nity-based organizations providing substance
use prevention, treatment, recovery, and sup-
portive transitional housing to adolescents and
adults in Santa Clara County.

Michael is retiring after 22 years of devoted
leadership of Pathway Society. | commend his
decades of contribution and service to the bet-
terment of our society. The community is very
fortunate to have benefited from his dedica-
tion, commitment, and advocacy. | wish Mi-
chael the best of luck in his future endeavors.
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SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY IN-
SURANCE AND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS DOUBLE DIP ELIMI-
NATION ACT OF 2013

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2013

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
for more than 50 years the Social Security
Disability Insurance program has provided a
vital safety net for workers who have worked
long enough and recently enough and who
meet the definition of disability.

Unemployment benefits, through the Fed-
eral-State Unemployment Insurance program
and Trade Adjustment Assistance, are avail-
able for those workers who have lost a job
and are looking for a new one. These workers
know they can work and these important ben-
efits are there to help them through a tough
time.

Now here’s the rub. Even though disability
benefits are for those who can’t work and un-
employment benefits are for those who can
work if they could find a job, under current law
someone can receive both benefits at the
same time. That just doesn’t make sense.

A July 2012 Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) report, Overlapping Disability and
Unemployment Benefits Should be Evaluated
for Potential Savings, highlighted this double
dip situation. In fiscal year 2010, at least
117,000 individuals received both disability in-
surance and unemployment insurance, rep-
resenting less than 1 percent of total bene-
ficiaries of both programs. The overlapping
cash benefits paid to these individuals totaled
over $281 million from disability insurance and
more than $575 million from the unemploy-
ment insurance program in that year. By pay-
ing cash benefits through both programs,
these workers are being paid twice.

That's why | am introducing the Social Se-
curity Disability Insurance and Unemployment
Benefits Double Dip Elimination Act of 2013,
which ends this double dipping and preserves
Social Security benefits for only those who
truly cannot work. Starting next year, those
applying for disability benefits won’t be eligible
to receive these benefits in any month they
are also receiving unemployment benefits.
And for those workers who are already on the
rolls, receiving unemployment benefits will
count towards the maximum number of
months they may try work without impacting
their benefits.

President Obama agrees and in his budget,
he included his own proposal to stop the dou-
ble dipping. When we agree, we should act.

| urge my colleagues to sponsor this com-
mon sense legislation.

——————

EDITORIAL BY FORMER CON-
GRESSMAN BARNEY FRANK IN
THE PORTLAND PRESS HERALD
ON MARCH 24, 2013

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE
OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 11, 2013
Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following editorial by Former Congressman
Barney Frank.
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RULING FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE WOULD BE
RIGHT, NOT ‘““ACTIVISM”

(By The Honorable Barney Frank)

People who are caught making assertions
that blatantly contradict positions they
have previously taken often respond that
“Consistency is the hobgoblin of little
minds,” trying to trade an old quote for a
little intellectual honesty.

But inconsistency is nothing to be proud
of. It is an unmistakable sign that a person
has lost confidence in an argument but be-
lieves it can be won by invoking some gen-
eral principle, even if it’s one the person has
previously repudiated.

Then the hobgoblin involved is the person’s
effort to hide his or her real motive.

We will—I hope—soon see an example of
rhetorical hobgobliny if the Supreme Court
issues an opinion holding that the law that
currently treats my marriage to my husband
Jim as a threat to society is a clear denial to
us of the equal protection of the law.

If a majority holds that the stupidly
named Defense of Marriage Act is unconsti-
tutional, right-wing advocates of the view
that same-sex married couples should pay
the same taxes as our straight fellow citizens
but not receive any of the same benefits will
respond not so much by defending this bla-
tant discrimination as by piously denounc-
ing ‘‘judicial activism.”

They will have no other option. Persisting
in the claim that happily married men in an
opposite-sex marriage will, on seeing Jim
and me together, be sorely tempted to aban-
don their wives clearly no longer has the per-
suasive power it once had.

When DOMA was enacted in 1996, it was ap-
parently plausible to most Americans that
those of us in same-sex marriages would
have the same effect on some men as a pop-
ular juice commercial claims for its product.
Instead of slapping their foreheads and re-
gretting that they hadn’t had a V-8, the fear
was that they would see Jim and me and pro-
claim, “‘I could have married a guy.”’

To their credit, the right-wingers under-
stand that since there has been no such re-
sult in the nine years since same-sex mar-
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riage was first legalized in Massachusetts,
nor in any of the other eight jurisdictions
that have followed, claiming that they are
defending their marriages by defunding mine
is a losing proposition—intellectually, factu-
ally, and increasingly electorally.

So they will instead invoke the principle
that unelected judges should not annul laws
adopted by the elected President and Con-
gress, piously insisting that it is the right of
the people in our system to make the laws.

But they will only be pretending to believe
in that principle. In fact, since 2010, conserv-
atives—including virtually all of those who
will denounce the judicial activism of the
anti-DOMA decision—have been working
hard to get these very same judges to annul
most of the laws enacted by the elected
president and Congress in 2009 and 2010.

Conservatives not only sought to have the
health care bill canceled by judges, they
have denounced Chief Justice Roberts for
voting not to overturn the elected officials’
decision. The financial reform bill has been
the subject of multiple conservative-backed
lawsuits seeking to cancel regulation of
speculation in oil, to block consumer protec-
tion, and to return derivative trading to its
unregulated status.

Most glaringly, the right-wing politicians
are hoping the Supreme Court will throw out
one of the greatest legislative achievements
of the past fifty years—the Voting Rights
Act (This law was passed in 1965 and has
since been reenacted several times, under
the signature of Ronald Reagan among oth-
ers.)

Exposing the inconsistency—i.e., hypoc-
risy—of conservatives who will weep for de-
mocracy if discrimination based on sexual
orientation is struck down while they are
utilizing that very process to rescind finan-
cial regulation, un-defend consumers, reduce
health care programs, and take away voting
protections understandably makes them un-
comfortable. And labeling those of us who do
it as hobgoblins does not solve their rhetor-
ical problem.

Lacking any basis for the proposition that
same-sex marriages cause any harm to those
who have opted not to enter into one, the
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pro-DOMA faction needs an inconsistent de-
nunciation of judicial activism to avoid ac-
knowledging that their real motive is some
combination of dislike, disapproval or dis-
gust at the notion that gay people should be
allowed by society to live legally free from
prejudice.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MIDLAND COUNTY
FAIR MANAGER TOM VALLIERE

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 11, 2013

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Tom Valliere for his years of service
as Midland County Fair Manager.

Tom Valliere concluded his 32-year career
at the fair this spring. Through his vast wealth
of experience and dedication, he has brought
an astounding 300,000-350,000 people to the
Midland community each year for the fair and
other events.

Tom was first hired by the Midland County
Fair Board as manager in 1980. Since then
the fair has seen major changes under his di-
rection. Some of Tom’s most valuable con-
tributions to the fair have been his work on
modernizing its infrastructure. The fairground
now has one of the most revered horse are-
nas in the area, as well as all-weather facilities
for merchants. The fair has also hosted con-
certs featuring some of the biggest names in
music.

Although Tom’s tenure at the Midland Coun-
ty Fair has come to an end, his place in the
community will forever be remembered. On
behalf of the Fourth Congressional District of
Michigan, | congratulate Tom Valliere for his
32-year career as the Midland County Fair
Manager. | wish him well in his much-de-
served retirement.
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