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There being no objection, the text of 

the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 690 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Filipino 
Veterans Fairness Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. CERTAIN SERVICE IN THE ORGANIZED 

MILITARY FORCES OF THE PHIL-
IPPINES AND THE PHILIPPINE 
SCOUTS DEEMED TO BE ACTIVE 
SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 107 of title 38, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘not’’ after ‘‘Army of the 

United States, shall’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘, except benefits under—’’ 

and all that follows in that subsection and 
inserting a period; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘not’’ after ‘‘Armed Forces 

Voluntary Recruitment Act of 1945 shall’’; 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘except—’’ and all that fol-
lows in that subsection and inserting a pe-
riod; 

(3) by amending subsection (c) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(c) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In determining the eligi-

bility of the service of an individual under 
this section, the Secretary shall take into 
account any alternative documentation re-
garding such service, including documenta-
tion other than the Missouri List, that the 
Secretary determines relevant. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Not later than March 1 of 
each year, the Secretary shall submit to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of 
the House of Representatives a report that 
includes— 

‘‘(A) the number of individuals applying for 
benefits pursuant to this section during the 
previous year; and 

‘‘(B) the number of such individuals that 
the Secretary approved for benefits.’’; and 

(4) by amending subsection (d) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(d) RELATION TO FILIPINO VETERANS EQ-
UITY COMPENSATION FUND.—Section 1002(h) of 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 (title X of division A of Public 
Law 111–5; 123 Stat. 200; 38 U.S.C. 107 note) 
shall not apply to an individual described in 
subsection (a) or (b) of this section.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) The 
heading of such section is amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘§ 107. Certain service deemed to be active 
service: service in organized military forces 
of the Philippines and in the Philippine 
Scouts’’. 
(2) The item relating to such section in the 

table of sections at the beginning of chapter 
1 of such title is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘107. Certain service deemed to be active 
service: service in organized 
military forces of the Phil-
ippines and in the Philippine 
Scouts.’’. 

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
this Act shall take effect on the date that is 
90 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—No benefits shall ac-
crue to any person for any period before the 
effective date of this Act by reason of the 
amendments made by this Act. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 94—RECOG-
NIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE SINKING OF THE U.S.S. 
‘‘THRESHER’’ (SSN 593) 
Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 

AYOTTE, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. KING) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 94 
Whereas U.S.S. Thresher was first launched 

at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard on July 9, 
1960; 

Whereas U.S.S. Thresher departed Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard for her final voyage 
on April 9, 1963, with a crew of 16 officers, 96 
sailors, and 17 civilians; 

Whereas the mix of that crew reflects the 
unity of the naval submarine service, mili-
tary and civilian, in the protection of the 
United States; 

Whereas at approximately 7:47 a.m. on 
April 10, 1963, while in communication with 
the surface ship U.S.S. Skylark, and approxi-
mately 220 miles off the coast of New Eng-
land, U.S.S. Thresher began her final descent; 

Whereas U.S.S. Thresher was declared lost 
with all hands on April 10, 1963; 

Whereas in response to the loss of U.S.S. 
Thresher, the United States Navy instituted 
new regulations to ensure the health of the 
submariners and the safety of the sub-
marines of the United States; 

Whereas those regulations led to the estab-
lishment of the Submarine Safety and Qual-
ity Assurance program (SUBSAFE), now 1 of 
the most comprehensive military safety pro-
grams in the world; 

Whereas SUBSAFE has kept the subma-
riners of the United States safe at sea ever 
since as the strongest, safest submarine 
force in history; 

Whereas, since the establishment of 
SUBSAFE, no SUBSAFE-certified submarine 
has been lost at sea, which is a legacy owed 
to the brave individuals who perished aboard 
U.S.S. Thresher; 

Whereas from the loss of U.S.S. Thresher, 
there arose in the institutions of higher edu-
cation in the United States the ocean engi-
neering curricula that enables the pre-
eminence of the United States in submarine 
warfare; and 

Whereas the crew of U.S.S. Thresher dem-
onstrated the ‘‘last full measure of devotion’’ 
in service to the United States, and this de-
votion characterizes the sacrifices of all sub-
mariners, past and present: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the 

sinking of U.S.S. Thresher; 
(2) remembers with profound sorrow the 

loss of U.S.S. Thresher and her gallant crew 
of sailors and civilians on April 10, 1963; and 

(3) expresses its deepest gratitude to all 
submariners on ‘‘eternal patrol’’, who are 
forever bound together by dedicated and hon-
orable service to the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before Sub-
committee on National Parks. The 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 
23, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD–366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 

S. 59, to designate a Distinguished Flying 
Cross National Memorial at the March Field 
Air Museum in Riverside, California; 

S. 155, to designate a mountain in the 
State of Alaska as Denali; 

S. 156, to allow for the harvest of gull eggs 
by the Huna Tlingit people within Glacier 
Bay National Park in the State of Alaska; 

S. 219, to establish the Susquehanna Gate-
way National Heritage Area in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and for other purposes; 

S. 225, to authorize the Secretary of the In-
terior to conduct a study of alternatives for 
commemorating and interpreting the role of 
the Buffalo Soldiers in the early years of the 
National Parks, and for other purposes; 

S. 228, to establish the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta National Heritage Area, Cali-
fornia; 

S. 285, to designate the Valles Caldera Na-
tional Preserve as a unit of the National 
Park System, and for other purposes; 

S. 305, to authorize the acquisition of core 
battlefield land at Champion Hill, Port Gib-
son, and Raymond for addition to Vicksburg 
National Military Park; 

S. 349, to amend the Wild and Scenic Riv-
ers Act to designate a segment of the Beaver, 
Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and Pawcatuck Riv-
ers in the States of Connecticut and Rhode 
Island for study for potential addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and 
for other purposes; 

S. 371, to establish the Blackstone River 
Valley National Historical Park, to dedicate 
the Park to John H. Chafee, and for other 
purposes; 

S. 476, to amend the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal Development Act to extend to the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Histor-
ical Park Commission; 

S. 486, to authorize pedestrian and motor-
ized vehicular access in Cape Hatteras Na-
tional Seashore Recreational Area, and for 
other purposes; 

S. 507, to establish the Manhattan Project 
National Historical Park in Oak Ridge, Ten-
nessee, Los Alamos, New Mexico, and Han-
ford, Washington, and for other purposes, 
and; 

S. 615, to establish Coltsville National His-
torical Park in the State of Connecticut, and 
for other purposes. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 304 
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510–6150, or by email to 
John_Assini@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact please contact David Brooks (202) 
224–9863 or John Assini (202) 224–9313. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a hear-
ing has been scheduled before the Sen-
ate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. The hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following legis-
lation: 

S. 306, the Bureau of Reclamation Small 
Conduit Hydropower Development and Rural 
Jobs Act; 
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