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Budget cuts also affect our jobs. I’m a sin-

gle parent with a child who goes to school. 
So if there are cuts, I might need assistance 
myself. 

We see the faces of our seniors, we see 
their homes, and we see how they live on a 
very limited income. Some legislators say 
it’s too much money and we can’t afford it. 
But if we don’t provide services, these people 
could literally die if we take away their life 
support. That’s what our services represent 
to the seniors who I work with: life support. 

Look, this isn’t about pointing fin-
gers and assessing blame on whose idea 
this was. Let’s figure out how to get it 
done, how to fix this. 

I can tell you, when I served on our 
finance committee in the State legisla-
ture in Wisconsin, I had the oppor-
tunity to serve on that for 6 years. I 
served on that 16-member committee 
when there were 12 Republicans and 4 
Democrats; I served on that committee 
when there were eight Republicans and 
eight Democrats; and I served on that 
committee and chaired it when there 
were 12 Democrats and 4 Republicans. 
I’ve been on pretty much every con-
figuration you can have. The way we 
did our budgeting was we would lit-
erally spend 3 days a week, 8 hours a 
day for 3 or 4 months just agonizing 
over every detail of the budget because 
it was important. Every single program 
we had, every single dollar we spent 
meant something to someone. We had 
to make sure that we were spending it 
in the most wise and efficient way pos-
sible. 

I’ve heard a lot about how Federal 
Government spends too much, how 
there’s waste, fraud, and abuse, but the 
sequester doesn’t address that. The se-
quester addresses these across-the- 
board, indiscriminate, irresponsible 
cuts we would never do when we were 
actually laying out the budgets we did 
back in our State of Wisconsin. 

I feel that these real cuts, these real 
effects that we’re going to see could be 
stopped, but the only way we can do 
that is to actually have that impact 
right here in this House of Representa-
tives. We need to get people to come 
back to the table. Stop the finger- 
pointing, stop the blaming, stop saying 
you’ll fix something a month later, 
maybe. 

I’ll tell you, last week when I was 
back in Wisconsin, I have heard more 
than 10 or 20 times that people have no 
confidence in Washington. How many 
times have we just kicked the can on 
the debt ceiling? How many times have 
we faced a deadline and the days before 
maybe started talking? Here we are 2 
days before these meat-ax cuts will 
take effect, and this House has done 
nothing. 

We need to take a much wiser ap-
proach to this. We need to make sure 
that we stop these cuts that are going 
to have real impacts to small business 
owners, to seniors, to parents with 
children who go to school, to health 
care for so many hundreds of thousands 
of people across this country, to the 
people who are going to medical 
school, to the people going to our uni-

versities, to the researchers, to every-
thing that we’ve heard of just in the 
last 45 minutes. From California, to 
Pennsylvania, to Florida, to Wisconsin, 
you’ve heard the real impacts of the se-
quester. Now it’s up to us, the House of 
Representatives, to act. Yet we 
haven’t. 

We’ve had our opportunities, and the 
Progressive Caucus and the Democrats 
have put forth real alternatives that 
will provide both cuts and revenue that 
will really deal with the amount of 
money that we have to face in the next 
2 days to take care of, and yet no one 
has come to the table. There’s no other 
plan in this room right now offered to 
deal with the sequester that we’re 
going to face in the next 48 hours. 

On behalf of the Progressive Caucus 
and our ability to talk today to the 
public, I hope you’ve heard the real im-
pact of the sequester. I hope you’ll con-
tact your Representatives, no matter 
where they are across the country. 
Email them, call them and tell them, 
Go get the job done. You’ve got 48 
hours to do that. I don’t want cuts to 
the schools that my kids go to. I don’t 
want my grandparent or my parent or 
my neighbor to lose their ability to get 
that Meals on Wheels. I don’t want my 
neighbor who is a small business owner 
who is trying to jump-start the econ-
omy to lose access to capital. 

You have to make that call because 
you’re our bosses. So, please, in the 
next 24 hours, reach out to us and tell 
your Member of Congress to get to 
work. Our job is to end the sequester. If 
we don’t, you’ll be watching, and you 
expect more of us. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 27, 2013. 
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
February 27, 2013 at 1:57 p.m.: 

Appointments: 
Joint Committee on Taxation. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
SPEIER) for 30 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to 
compliment the gentleman from Wis-

consin and the freshman Members who 
participated in the last hour for a job 
well done in underscoring what the se-
quester means to Americans across the 
country. 

I’m going to shift gears now as I’m 
joined by my good colleague from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MORAN). We’re going to talk 
about gun violence. 

Those of us who’ve been victims of 
gun violence see horrific pictures in 
our minds over and over again. Mine 
was over 30 years ago, but I am still 
haunted by visuals of that day: my leg 
being blown up, my arm being blown 
up, and really thinking that I was 
going to die. 

When you look death in the eye, 
there’s a certain clarity that comes to 
you, a certain clarity about what’s im-
portant, a certain fearlessness to deal 
with issues that maybe you wouldn’t 
have dealt with under other cir-
cumstances. 

Now I am haunted by more recent 
events in Newtown. I’m haunted by the 
story told by Veronique Pozner about 
little Noah, her son. 

Little Noah was shot 11 times. A lit-
tle child was shot 11 times. She made a 
point of having an open casket at his 
funeral for one reason, because this is 
not just about numbers. This is about 
human beings. This is about visualizing 
what happens when someone is gunned 
down. 

She had an open casket, and she in-
vited the Governor of Connecticut to 
the funeral because she wanted the 
Governor to see this little cherub face. 
She said it’s not little angels going to 
Heaven. This little boy had his mouth 
blown off and his jaw gone and his hand 
gone. She wanted the Governor to re-
member that little face when legisla-
tion came to his desk. 

It’s time for all of us here in this 
House to stop thinking about numbers 
and start thinking about people. Yes, 
over 1,800 people have died since New-
town, and over 500 of them have been 
children. If we do nothing else but 
focus on the children in this country, 
that should call us to action. 

I’m going to talk about a child, a 
child from my district, an infant, a 3- 
month-old infant. This infant was 
named Izak Jimenez. He was just a lit-
tle tyke. His parents had come from 
the baby shower, had put him in his car 
seat, and the mother and the father 
with the 4-year-old child were in the 
front seat. 

b 1810 

It was mistaken identity. Gang mem-
bers—two young kids, 16 and 17 years of 
age—came and shot up their truck. 
They killed this little baby. They 
killed him. The parents were shot. The 
4-year-old was spared. They were 16- 
and 17-year-old kids. When they were 
found, they had extra handguns. 
They’re not legally allowed to have 
those handguns, but somehow they got 
them into their hands. 

We are not debating the Second 
Amendment when we talk about gun 
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