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have also come to understand that our
politics divide people. The politics of
polarization and hyper-partisanship
has become obviously quite destruc-
tive, nearly incapacitating our govern-
ment. Yet at such a time, the hunger
for unity is the greatest, but the ideo-
logical differences between us widen.

We need a new politics in America
which unites people, which sets aside
partisan differences for the greater
good of the country, and which strives
to reconnect with the greatness of the
Nation and the goodness of the Amer-
ican people. But what would that poli-
tics look 1like? The rhetoric would
change to one of mutual respect. The
questioning of motives would end. The
poison system of ‘“‘pay to play’’ would
be transformed by public financing,
and our government would be rededi-
cated to addressing the practical aspi-
rations of the American people for jobs,
for health care for all, for education for
all, for retirement security for all, and
for environmental security.

We need a new politics which creates
jobs and celebrates the dignity of work.
Our government must raise the status
of working people and protect their
rights. Our government must stress
wealth creation over taxation, invest-
ment over debt, health over illness,
peace over war, and liberty over sur-
veillance.

We have the capacity of choosing and
choosing again as we are involved in
the most creative endeavor of human
achievement actualizing the highest
principles upon which this country was
founded and infusing those principles
into self-government. Unity. One Na-
tion, under God, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.

A new America is waiting to emerge.
Let us call it forward with the same
sense of wonder and expectation that
the Founders first evoked: the United
States of America.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind Members to refrain
from referring to occupants of the gal-
lery.

————
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 2% min-
utes.

Mr. RANGEL. I was just asking my
friend, JOE CROWLEY, is there a legisla-
tive possibility that we could bring
this to the floor. I think everybody has
enough compassion for the Speaker
after what he’s been through with his
own party trying to get some bills to
the floor to understand that anything,
even something this enormous, could
have fallen between the cracks. What a
great opportunity to say let’s try to
put these pieces together.

In any event, nobody has said it’s im-
possible to do it; and if it’s just a ques-
tion of pride in terms of party unity, I
can’t think of anything at this time
that would be better served than to
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have all of America especially thank
the Speaker for reconsidering trying to
help the lives of tens of thousands of
American people.

Once again, I don’t know what my
chances are going to be getting into
Heaven, but the absence of listening to
the compassionate support of the reli-
gious community is deafening to me. I
know their strong position about same-
sex marriage and about women control-
ling their bodies and all of those
things. And I say, if you write the
book, you have the rules, do what you
have to do.

But, my God, when it comes to car-
ing for people, not New York, New Jer-
sey and Connecticut, not just the
United States, but all over the world,
can’t there be some people that have
compassion to know that this is what
God expects us to do? That’s why we
say, in God we trust, because we’re sup-
posed to take care of fiscal calamities,
which we fail, but the compassion is
not in the parties, it’s in the people.
And these people could be your neigh-
bors today and someone else’s neighbor
tomorrow.

And this great United States, what a
great insurance policy to have, to have
friends from different communities,
different backgrounds to know, as we
say in the hood, we got your back.
That’s what it’s all about. People all
over the world, when they have a prob-
lem, no matter what the political dif-
ferences are, know that America will
have enough compassion to put aside
those differences and to send out our
men, our women and our firefighters
over there, to do what, to help.

How do we possibly explain to our
kids and grandkids that when it came
to Americans, when it came to people
who fight and die for this country, that
we not only didn’t help, but worse than
that, we turned our back on them?

—————
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LOBIONDO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to be here today.
I did not think it was going to be nec-
essary. But the Superstorm Sandy re-
lief bill, I’ve heard a lot of people talk-
ing about it. This isn’t about us as
Members of Congress. This is about our
constituents. Do you have any idea
what it’s like when someone else’s life
is ripped from their hands, lives are
lost, all personal property is lost, busi-
nesses are lost, and the hope of the
Federal Government coming in is what
is keeping them alive and motivated,
and now with no explanation, the rug is
pulled out from all of us, but most of
all our constituents?

This is a disaster on top of a disaster.
We, all of us, I think I speak for all of
us, when Katrina hit, 10 days later, $60
billion, $100 billion altogether. Now we
have to hear from people in Florida,
Louisiana, Texas, and Alabama, and,
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yes, some people from California and
the Midwest when they have a disaster
and we were there for them that the
rules are going to change for us and it
is now not an emergency and the Fed-
eral Government doesn’t have a role in
this?
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It’s absurd, absolutely absurd. We de-
mand nothing less than we have given
the rest of the country. An emergency
and disaster means emergency and dis-
aster, and that’s what we had. Go back
and look at the videos. Go back and see
how people were devastated. The people
of the Northeast had something we
have never seen before, and we’re ex-
pecting the Federal Government to
play their role and be there. That’s the
minimum that’s expected.

We worked hard to put together a
package in a bipartisan way. People
are crying out for bipartisan action.
We had this, Republicans and Demo-
crats, shoulder to shoulder, working
together, forming a package, giving a
little bit here, giving a little bit there,
working our other Members, building
the votes, promising, anticipating that
we would have today the finishing part
of this.

I'm convinced we had the votes. I'm
convinced we would have moved this
forward. And for us in New Jersey,
every day that is lost is a bigger dis-
aster. This isn’t about people getting a
sun tan. This is about jobs and the
economy, a $40 billion tourism business
that relies on the summer season. Who
is going to come and vacation in a
community that doesn’t have a beach
and whose town is devastated that nor-
mally comes there? The answer is no-
body. So the bigger disaster is going to
come in a couple of months from now,
and the money into the pipeline is
what we needed now. We needed it 5
minutes ago. We needed it 2 weeks ago.
We don’t need it a month from now. We
need the Federal Government to step
up so people’s lives can be put back to-
gether.

We’re all hit hard enough with the
recession. On top of that, now we have
to deal with the anxiety and the failure
of Congress to act, to provide what is
normally provided. Why all of the sud-
den are New Jersey, New York, Con-
necticut, and Pennsylvania, why are
we the first States that have to answer
to some new rules or some new formula
that is going to come out about how we
do these things? I don’t ever remember
a question with Katrina, that that $60
billion was too big a number. I remem-
ber that they were showing how peo-
ple’s lives were devastated. Why are
our constituents any less important
than the constituents of the past who
had devastation? All of this is real, and
we need to find a way to move forward.

So, yes, there is anger and frustra-
tion. That is all rolled into this. We're
going to stay united. We’re going to
work together. We’re going to find a
way to move this forward. But we need
to make this absolutely crystal clear
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