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action and there are Democrats on this
floor deeply grieved by this action.
This is not the right thing to do. I
would hope it would be reconsidered.

We have asked our Members to stay
here, every one of them, knowing full
well they wanted to go home just for a
day to see their families.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope this deci-
sion would be reconsidered. I would
hope that we would say to those citi-
zens: We’re here for you, one country,
one nation.

————
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. NADLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Maryland
said what had to be said, but I want to
add that I've been in this House 20
years. We have seen droughts; we have
seen storms; we have seen earthquakes;
we have seen wildfires out west. This
Congress has never, never failed to vote
emergency appropriations for the aid of
the beleaguered States. Never.

Hurricane Sandy struck on October
29, 8, 9 weeks ago. It’s unprecedented
that it should take so long, and yet we
are now told that this House is going to
adjourn sine die even though the Sen-
ate voted the aid, and we’re going to do
nothing? It’s unprecedented. It is dis-
gusting.

I can understand—I would not sym-
pathize, but I could understand Mem-
bers who might say the amount re-
quested is too much, we should change
it, we should quibble with it, we should
debate it—fine. But to ignore it, to ig-
nore the plight of millions of American
citizens—unprecedented, disgusting,
unworthy of the leadership of this
House. They should reconsider or they
should hang their heads in shame, Mr.
Speaker.

———
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, let me
lend my voice to those who previously
spoke, particularly Mr. HOYER.

My district was devastated by the
storm. I have thousands of people who
do not have homes, who are living in
temporary circumstances. I have mu-
nicipalities that have expended mil-
lions of dollars in trying to do the
cleanup. The fact of the matter is that
if we don’t take action tonight and we
let this House adjourn without taking
action on the supplemental for the hur-
ricane, we will suffer a great deal.

Many of these towns are waiting for
the money to come through to provide
funding for municipal services, for
emergency services. Many of them are
completely broke at this time in terms
of their ability to provide help for their
residents. This is a very serious mat-
ter. This need is immediate. This can’t
wait until next week or next month.
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There’s absolutely no way that that
can happen without having a tremen-
dous negative impact on the residents
of my district.

So I implore the Speaker, please re-
consider this decision. It is just not
possible for us to continue without
having some relief from the Federal
Government.

———

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. REED asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, as a Repub-
lican, I stand up here today to join my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
and associate my words with the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Even though my district was not im-
pacted by the devastation of Hurricane
Sandy, it is right and just that we take
up this bill. I ask our Speaker to recon-
sider the decision that has been made
not to address this supplemental in
this Congress. And I join my colleagues
across the aisle to ask for that relief so
that we can get to the people that need
it the aid that they so are in need of on
this day and this age.
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(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, let me
join my colleagues in my sadness that
we are here at 11:30 on the 1st of Janu-
ary with time running out. We just had
a historic vote, a bipartisan vote,
something that people didn’t think we
could do here, but we did do that.

And now we’re letting this oppor-
tunity slip away when people’s homes
have been destroyed, when people’s
businesses have been destroyed, and
when tens of thousands of people who
have suffered over 9 weeks have noth-
ing to show from this Congress. That
we would walk away without doing our
part to help the people suffering in New
York, in New Jersey, Connecticut, and
Pennsylvania and other parts of the
country is outrageous. It is simply out-
rageous.

We’ve done our part. We’ve worked
with our colleagues. And I thank Mr.
KiNG, and I thank Mr. REED and Mr.
GRrRIMM for working with us. But it got
us to no avail here. We needed to work
to get this done for our constituency,
and it has failed.

Mr. Speaker, please reconsider and
bring this bill to the floor before we
leave this Congress.

———
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. KING of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
tonight’s action not to hold this vote
on the supplemental is absolutely inde-
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fensible. There are thousands and thou-
sands of people throughout Long Is-
land, Rockaway, Staten Island and
New Jersey and throughout the North-
east who are homeless tonight, who are
without jobs, and who have lost their
business. This is absolutely indefen-
sible.

The fact is every bit of documenta-
tion that was required by the leader-
ship of this House was provided by Gov-
ernor Cuomo, Governor Christie, and
Mayor Bloomberg. Everybody played
by the rules, except tonight, when the
rug was pulled out from under us—ab-
solutely inexcusable, absolutely inde-
fensible.

We have a moral obligation to hold
this vote. The people who are out of
their homes, the people who are cold,
the people who are without food, and
the people who have lost their jobs
don’t have the time to wait. We cannot
just walk away from our responsibil-
ities.

————

HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. MEEKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEKS. I'm sitting here in
shock this evening. This is supposed to
be the people’s House. We are the
United States House of Representa-
tives. There are Americans that are
suffering because of an act of nature. It
is our obligation, not as Democrats,
not as Republicans, but as Americans
to make sure that we come to the aid
of Americans. And that’s why in this
issue, Democrats and Republicans have
worked together in any kind of crisis.
Especially when it goes to natural dis-
asters, we’ve always come together.

How can we, at this critical point,
turn our backs on Americans? This is
not supposed to happen here. It hap-
pens other places.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot turn our
backs on our citizens who need us.
Some will not have a place to stay for
a long period of time. People have suf-
fered, and people need food. We are
Americans. This is what’s supposed to
separate us from everyone else. I am
absolutely shocked.

Mr. Speaker, you have to reconsider.

———
HURRICANE SANDY RELIEF

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I have been
a Member of this body for 24 years, and
I don’t think I've ever been as angry as
I am tonight. This is unconscionable.
In the last debate, I got up, and I said
that when President Truman cam-
paigned, he campaigned against the
80th ‘‘do nothing” Congress, and that
““do nothing” Congress passed three
times as many bills as this current ‘‘do
nothing Congress.”’

And isn’t this a fitting way for this
“‘do nothing’’ Congress to end, by doing
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