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FIGHTING FOR THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. I join 
with my earlier colleague in acknowl-
edging the 150th year of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. What a moving 
moment last evening at the National 
Archives when I read the words: Hence 
forth these slaves are free. 

I rise with a more optimistic view 
and a view that says we have the op-
portunity to do what is right by the 
American people. But we must also rec-
ognize that we have to tell the truth. 
At the end of the Clinton administra-
tion, this Nation had $5 trillion in sur-
plus. But with wasteful tax cuts and 
spending by our Republican friends, we 
find ourselves in this deficit. 

I don’t know what my decision will 
be as we move forward on this issue of 
the fiscal cliff, but I will say this: we 
will not tolerate the American people 
being held hostage over the debt ceil-
ing and these unhelpful cuts that will 
cut into those who are the most vul-
nerable. That will not be the pathway 
that we will take because every econo-
mist will tell you that if you invest in 
your people and build infrastructure, 
you will grow this country and you’ll 
turn this economy and you’ll be able to 
get people jobs. That’s the message 
that will come forth from this day, 
January 1, when we are here in this 
Congress. 

I want the American people to be op-
timistic because there are Members of 
Congress that will fight for your 
growth, your opportunity, your free-
dom. That is what America is all 
about. 

f 

BAD DEAL FOR AMERICA 
(Mr. MORAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, the deal 
that Republican Senate leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL was able to get his col-
leagues to pass last night is a bad deal 
for America and a worse deal for our 
children’s future. It’s the largest in-
crease in public debt that this body 
will have ever passed—more than $5 
trillion from today’s current law. 

Our deficit this year alone is likely 
to be about $1.3 trillion. This would re-
duce it down to $1.24 trillion with $60 
billion of new revenues that it gains. 
Most importantly, it sets up three 
more fiscal cliffs over the next 3 
months when appropriations spending 
expires on March 27, when the debt 
ceiling has to be increased at the end of 
February, and when the sequester has 
to be dealt with at the very same time. 

So all we’ve done is to stumble for-
ward into an even less predictable situ-
ation with far fewer resources to invest 
in our Nation and our children’s future. 

PATRIOTIC GLUE 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
particularly like the bill that is going 
to come to the floor, but I am going to 
vote for it. And the reason is, stum-
bling through one of those Dollar Gen-
eral stores looking for some last 
minute gifts, I stumbled across a sec-
tion that had Gorilla Glue and Magic 
Stick’em Glue, and I thought, Boy, if I 
can get some of this stuff, first I would 
glue the top of the kitchen trash can so 
my wife’s puppy won’t continue to go 
in it. And then I thought, well, I’ll use 
some of this glue to impress people 
that I can actually fix things. Then I 
thought, maybe I can do it when I’m 
performing marriages: instead of say-
ing ‘‘until death do us part,’’ say ‘‘until 
the glue wears out.’’ 

Then I thought, wouldn’t it be great 
if we could glue ourselves to each other 
across the aisle. I mean, after all, it is 
only if we are sticking together that 
we’re going to be able to address the 
problems that face this country. 

The truth of the matter is we already 
have some glue. One Nation under 
God—patriotic glue. We’re supposed to 
work together, to stick together. With-
out us coming to the point where we 
really understand ‘‘E pluribus unum’’— 
out of many, one—this body, for the 
lack of glue, will not do the business of 
this country. 

f 

GETTING THE JOB DONE 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, last 
night the Senate did what great delib-
erative bodies are supposed to do—they 
worked together. They compromised. 
They accommodated other point of 
views, and they got the job done. 

Yes, it was a little bit late. It wasn’t 
exactly timed as we would have liked, 
but now it’s our turn. The Senate 
passed it in a bipartisan, overwhelming 
way. My colleagues, let’s join together 
today. Let’s show the American people 
that this Congress is not broken. That 
we are not so dysfunctional that we 
can’t, at minimum, work together, 
come to agreement, compromise. Let’s 
get this done. This is too important for 
the American people to let this go one 
more day. Please join me in supporting 
the fiscal cliff bill today. 

f 

NOT A PERFECT PACKAGE 

(Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, we are about to have a hold- 
your-nose vote here in the House of 
Representatives. And many of us are 
going to wrestle with the problem of 
making perfect the enemy of the good. 

We do have an opportunity to sta-
bilize taxation for 99 percent of all 
Americans, to extend depreciation and 
investment expansion for small busi-
nesses, to make sure that families in 
America, through the child tax credit, 
the earned income tax credit, and stu-
dent loans, are stabilized for their 
planning in calendar year 2013. The 
R&D tax credit is extended. So there’s 
a lot in this package that’s good. 

And there’s a lot that’s not addressed 
at all in this package. We have a debt 
ceiling crisis pending. We have a se-
questration crisis spending. It must be 
addressed, or it’s going to have a huge 
drag on the United States economy, 
and in the case of the debt, once again, 
revisit the issue of default for the first 
time in American history. 

So it’s not a perfect package, but it 
is something that gets us by while we 
tackle the larger issues in the next 
Congress. I pray God that next Con-
gress is more willing to compromise 
than this. 

f 

MOVING FORWARD FOR THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. MEEKS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MEEKS. Today we have an op-
tion. We are confronted with a bill that 
we can vote for or vote against. We can 
allow us to go over the ceiling, or we 
can try to come together and pass 
something that probably on both sides 
of the aisle no one agrees with 100 per-
cent. It seems to me, while I have long 
advocated for a big deal so we don’t 
have to continue fighting in regards to 
the debt ceiling or sequestration, that 
we’ve got to make sure, though, that 
we do something. And this bill that 
will come to the floor today I will vote 
for with many a thing in the bill that 
I don’t like. But I’m sure from listen-
ing to some of my colleagues, there are 
many things in the bill that they don’t 
like. 

Generally, I find that when both 
sides don’t like something, then maybe 
we are moving into the right direction 
and maybe we are moving forward in a 
positive way for the American people. 
So I come to the floor saying I’m not 
fully satisfied, but it’s all right because 
I think we have to move forward and 
do the best that we can for the Amer-
ican people. 

f 

NORTH KOREAN CHILD WELFARE 
ACT OF 2012 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 1464) 
to develop a strategy for assisting 
stateless children from North Korea, 
and for other purposes, with the Senate 
amendments thereto, and concur in the 
Senate amendments. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ments. 
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