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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 11, 2012, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable PAT-
RICK J. LEAHY, a Senator from the
State of Vermont.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who
forgives the sins of the penitent, create
in us contrite hearts and renew a right
spirit within us. Give our Senators this
day, O God, peace with You that ban-
ishes fear. Help them to believe in Your
power so they may be certain You are
able to do for them more than they can
ask or imagine. When the tasks are be-
yond their powers and duty calls for
more than they have to give, may they
find their strength in You. Make them
willing to do what is painful in the
short term to avoid even greater pain
in the long term. Lord, give them con-
fidence that You will protect them in
the future even as You have sustained
them in the past.

We pray in your great Name. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 10, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY, a
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mr. LEAHY thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

LONGEST SERVING SENATOR
FROM VERMONT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, first of all,
it is very unusual to have one of the
most senior Members of the Senate
presiding and especially at this time of
the day. I would say to my friend, this
is how the Senator has conducted him-
self all the time he has been in the Sen-
ate. We had a little emergency here
today. The Senator who was expected
to be here was unable to make it due to
the fog we have around the eastern
part of the United States, and so the
Senator from Vermont agreed to pre-
side.

I say to everyone, the people of
Vermont are so fortunate to have the

longest serving Senator from Vermont,
a man of such quality. Those of us who
work with the chairman of the Judici-
ary Committee, Senator LEAHY of
Vermont, consider it an honor to be
able to talk to him—speaking for my-
self, but I am sure we all feel this
way—and to learn from him. I am the
majority leader in the Senate, but I
talk to my friend from Vermont often
to get ideas as to how we handle the
difficult issues of the day.

For me, as a person, I will always re-
member, as long as I am on this Earth,
the kindness Senator LEAHY and his
lovely wife Marcelle extended to my
wife. As most of my colleagues know,
she was in a violent car accident. Her
neck was broken in a couple places and
her back was broken and so she had a
lot of surgery. When that was over, she
learned she had breast cancer, and so
she has been fighting that. Marcelle,
who is a nurse, has been so thoughtful
and kind to my wife, calling her often
to help her work through the sickness
that comes with breast cancer. So this
is an opportunity for me to say some-
thing about my friend from Vermont.

I can still remember the first day we
met, the first night we met in Florida.
He was running for reelection and I was
running for the Senate. I want the
RECORD spread with the fact that I
have so much confidence and apprecia-
tion for this good man who, on a min-
ute’s notice, came over to make the
Senate work again. I thank our Acting
President pro tempore very much.
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