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forward with those votes. The Senate
proceeded to confirm judicial nominees
in lame duck sessions after the elec-
tions in 2004 and 2006, and proceeded to
confirm 19 judicial nominees in the
lame duck session after the elections
in 2010, as well. The reason that I am
not listing confirmations for the lame
duck session at the end of 2008 is be-
cause that year we had proceeded to
confirm the last 10 judicial nominees
approved by the Judiciary Committee
before the election recess in Sep-
tember.

Republicans can no longer claim the
“Thurmond Rule” is the reason they
are holding up nominations since the
American people reelected President
Obama. Having said in September that
they objected to proceeding because of
the impending election, Senate Repub-
licans cannot now say that their insist-
ence on delay has made it too late in
the year to proceed with confirma-
tions. That is wrong and it results in
denying Americans the judges they
need to administer justice around the
country.

I implore Senators to put their par-
tisanship aside and work with the
President on behalf of the American
people. That is what the American peo-
ple voted for in the last election. De-
laying confirmation votes on nominees
for the sole purpose of delay is pre-
cisely what the American people repu-
diated when they cast their ballots.
Further delays on the 19 nominees be-
fore us do not benefit the American
people.

I am encouraged that several Repub-
lican Senators have recognized this,
and have said that they want votes on
their home State nominees. The Re-
publican Senators from OKklahoma and
Maine, and Senator TOOMEY from
Pennsylvania have all advocated for up
or down votes on nominees during this
lame duck session, and they are right
to do so. They know that filling those
judicial vacancies in their States is im-
portant.

A judge in Florida has written that
persistent vacancies ‘‘jeopardize our
Court’s ability to deliver the quality of
justice that the citizens of Florida de-
serve and will inhibit our citizens’ ac-
cess to justice.” Sadly, Senate Repub-
licans’ tactics of delay and obstruction
has perpetuated the high level of judi-
cial vacancies around the country.
Continuing these tactics hurt the Fed-
eral courts and the American people
they are intended to serve. This is a
problem that has a commonsense solu-
tion: Let the Senate vote on consensus
nominees that have been stalled.

With the number of judicial vacan-
cies now at 83, and with all pending
nominees having waited at least 4
months for a vote, it is past time for
Senate Republicans to abandon these
tactics. This obstruction is not good
for the country. How does preventing a
vote on Patty Shwartz benefit the peo-
ple of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
Delaware? How does preventing a vote
on Richard Taranto benefit Americans
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who seek to have their claims resolved
by the Federal Circuit? How does pre-
venting a vote on William Kayatta ben-
efit the people of Maine, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island,
and Puerto Rico? How does preventing
a vote on Robert Bacharach benefit the
people of Oklahoma, Colorado, Kansas,
New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming? How
does preventing a vote on Michael Shea
benefit the people of Connecticut? How
does preventing a vote on John
Dowdell benefit the people of Okla-
homa? How does preventing a vote on
Paul Grimm benefit the people of
Maryland? How does preventing votes
on Mark Walker and Brian Davis ben-
efit the people of Florida? How does
preventing a vote on Terrence Berg
benefit the people of Michigan? How
does preventing votes on Jesus Bernal,
Fernando Olguin, William Orrick, and
Jon Tigar benefit the people of Cali-
fornia? How does preventing votes on
Lorna Schofield and Frank Geraci ben-
efit the people of New York? How does
preventing votes on Matthew Brann
and Malachy Mannion benefit the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania? How does pre-
venting a vote on Thomas Durkin ben-
efit the people of Illinois? How does
preventing votes on these nominees
help the American people receive
speedy justice?

If we can just have up or down votes
on these 19 nominees, we can fill al-
most one-quarter of our Nation’s judi-
cial vacancies, and almost one-third of
all judicial emergency vacancies. Most
importantly, we can make it easier for
hardworking Americans to have access
to justice.

President Obama has worked with
home State Senators and all of these
nominees have the support of their
home State Senators. Seven of them
are supported by Republican home
State Senators. Seventeen of these
nominees received bipartisan support
on the Judiciary Committee.

When Ronald Reagan, George H.W.
Bush and George W. Bush were Presi-
dent, Senate Democrats cleared the
calendar of all but the most controver-
sial and extreme ideological judicial
nominations. The Senate needs to be
allowed to vote on President Obama’s
judicial nominees now so that our Fed-
eral courts are better able to function
and fulfill the fundamental guarantee
of providing access to justice. Ameri-
cans are rightfully proud of our legal
system and its promise of access to jus-
tice and speedy trials. This promise is
embedded in our Constitution. When
overburdened courts make it hard to
keep this promise, the Senate should
work in a bipartisan manner to help.

I have asked, now that the American
people have reelected President
Obama, for Senate Republicans to work
with us to fill these longstanding judi-
cial vacancies. The American people
deserve no less.

———

WORLD AIDS DAY 2012

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, Saturday we mark another World
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AIDS Day dedicated to showing our
support of people living with HIV. In
the 24 years since the first such day, we
have seen great progress in the fight
against the spread of this disease.

But there is still much more that
needs to be done, not the least of which
includes increasing public awareness.
So this World AIDS Day, especially in
memory of those who have died from
this disease, let us recommit to ending
this epidemic once and for all.

My State of Florida has been hit par-
ticularly hard by this epidemic: over
100,000 people are living with HIV/
AIDS. And for too long, Florida had a
long waiting list of low income resi-
dents waiting for assistance to afford
the high cost of life saving medica-
tions. At times, this list grew to over
4,000 Floridians.

Thankfully, we have made great
progress over the past year through in-
creased State and Federal invest-
ment—and, Florida’s wait list is now
down to 56 individuals. But no one
should have to forgo life saving drugs
because they can’t afford them.

In the days ahead when Congress is
considering ways to tighten our belt, 1
would urge my colleagues to avoid
blindly slashing these life saving pro-
grams.

We also must remain committed to
funding the goals of President Barack
Obama’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief globally. Among the goals is to
provide care for the more than 12 mil-
lion people with HIV around the world,
including some 5 million orphans and
children.

Mr. President, this is not, and should
not be partisan issue for lawmakers. As
former President George W. Bush noted
in 2008, it’s a question of our moral in-
terest.

“We believe in the timeless truth,”
the president said, ‘‘to whom much is
given, much is required.”’

———

REMEMBERING TINKHAM VEALE II

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to honor the life of Tinkham
“Tink” Veale II. Mr. Veale was a suc-
cessful entrepreneur and philanthropist
who contributed greatly to the success
of numerous businesses and community
institutions throughout northeast Ohio
and beyond during his long life. The
impact and proud legacy of his business
expertise and generosity will be real-
ized for many years to come.

Mr. Veale was born in 1914 in Topeka,
KS and moved to the Cleveland area as
a child when his father joined the
Eaton Corporation. He attended
Heights High School and Case Institute
of Technology, graduating with a bach-
elor’s degree in mechanical engineer-
ing. Mr. Veale worked for several com-
panies including General Motors. In
1941 he married Harriett Ernst, of the
Ernst and Young accounting family,
who passed away in 1998. The couple
had three children, seven grandchildren
and eight great grandchildren.

In the 1960s, Veale and his associates
formed Alco Standard Corporation.
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