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we passed through the Senate last
week includes the livestock disaster
programs and a new commodity pro-
gram to supplement crop insurance,
the House has not given any indication
that it will move the reauthorization
process forward. As such, we intro-
duced this standalone disaster assist-
ance bill as another option for ensuring
assistance is available for our pro-
ducers.

There are a lot of things in the House
farm bill that I do not like, but that is
why we have a process in place to work
out differences between the House and
Senate versions. Ideally, the House
should just bring up and pass the Sen-
ate bill, which passed last month with
wide bipartisan support, so we can give
our producers some certainty and the
assistance they need.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL A.
SHIPP TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF NEW JERSEY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider Execu-
tive Calendar No. 663, which is the
nomination of Michael A. Shipp of New
Jersey.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FRANKEN). Without objection, the clerk
will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk read
the nomination of Michael A. Shipp, of
New Jersey, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of New Jer-
sey.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I sent a clo-
ture motion to the desk with respect to
the Shipp nomination. In fact, it may
already be there.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Michael A. Shipp, of New Jersey, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of New Jersey.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Patty  Murray, Jeff
Merkley, Richard Blumenthal, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Mark Udall, Joseph 1.
Lieberman, Tom Harkin, Bernard
Sanders, Debbie Stabenow, John F.
Kerry, Barbara A. Mikulski, Jeanne
Shaheen, Richard J. Durbin, Al
Franken.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the mandatory quorum under rule
XXII be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business and that Sen-
ators be allowed to speak therein for
up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————————

TRIBUTE TO KATHRYN LANDRETH

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I recognize
and honor Kathryn E. Landreth for her
distinguished service from 2005 to 2012
as the State Director of the Nevada
Chapter of The Nature Conservancy.

Under Kathryn’s leadership, The Na-
ture Conservancy—Nevada Chapter has
maintained its focus on its core mis-
sion to conserve lands and waters on
which all life depends. Kathryn was
first drawn to The Nature Conservancy
for its commitment to science-based
information to reach collaborative out-
comes for conservation. She was in-
strumental in working with important
partners to establish the Ash Meadows
National Wildlife Refuge and protect
the desert tortoise habitat. Kathryn’s
vision and leadership also helped the
Chapter acquire Independence Lake—
one of the most pristine alpine lakes—
complete the Whit Hall Interpretive
Center and complete restoration work
at the McCarran Ranch and Lower
Truckee River. In Western Nevada, the
Chapter completed the restoration of
the Carson and Truckee Rivers to im-
prove wildlife habitats and water qual-
ity.

I have had the good fortune of work-
ing with Kathryn and The Nature Con-
servancy in Nevada and nationally on
legislation that impacts our Federal
wild lands heritage. She and The Na-
ture Conservancy have been important
partners in successful efforts to protect
Nevada’s unique landscapes; their ad-
vocacy has led to the protection of over
1 million acres across the Silver State.

Prior to her work with The Nature
Conservancy, she was appointed by
President Clinton in October of 1993 to
serve as United States Attorney for the
District of Nevada. Kathryn served as a
tough and effective prosecutor and es-
tablished a fine legal reputation.

Due to her impressive and dedicated
work, her efforts have not gone
unacknowledged. The Nevada Chapter
of the National Association of Social
Workers previously recognized her as
Public Advocate of the Year, the State
Bar of Nevada named her Public Law-
yer of the Year, and the Las Vegas
Chamber of Commerce recognized her
as a Woman of Distinction in Govern-
ment.

I am tremendously proud of the leg-
acy that she has imprinted on the
State of Nevada. Thank you, Kathryn,
for your extraordinary service as a
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leader and advocate for conservation
and justice.

RECOGNIZING ST. BERNARD
HOSPITAL

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, for the
past several years much of the con-
versation about health care in Wash-
ington has been a war of words. Today
I would like to talk about a hospital in
my home State that is seeking to bet-
ter the lives of the women in its com-
munity, not simply with words but
with action.

This month, St. Bernard Hospital in
the Englewood neighborhood in Chi-
cago, announced it would provide 150
free mammograms for women. The
mammograms will be for women who
are over the age of 40 and do not have
health insurance.

For those who may not know, Engle-
wood is a neighborhood in Chicago that
struggles with high levels of crime and
unemployment.

The mammograms will be offered as
part of the Metropolitan Chicago
Breast Cancer Task Force’s ‘“Screen to
Live” initiative. The Task Force was
created in 2007, after a landmark study
by the Sinai Urban Health Institute
found that the mortality rate from
breast cancer for African American
women in Chicago was 68 percent high-
er than white women.

That startling statistic is not unique
to Chicago.

According to the American Cancer
Society, African American women na-
tionally have the lowest survival rate
from breast cancer of any racial or eth-
nic group. Not surprisingly, the study
found poverty and a lack of health in-
surance are also associated with lower
breast cancer survival.

It is this disparity that led St. Ber-
nard President and CEO, Sister Eliza-
beth Van Straten, to offer the mammo-
grams. St. Bernard Hospital is not a
wealthy hospital. But this gift of 150
free mammograms to the community
will save lives. And this partnership be-
tween St. Bernard’s and the Metropoli-
tan Chicago Breast Cancer Task Force
should be applauded.

This brings me to the Affordable Care
Act.

The lesson to learn from St. Ber-
nard’s effort is that preventive care
matters. Because survival often hinges
on early detection, the Affordable Care
Act has made preventive services free.
In fact 54 million Americans, including
2.4 million in Illinois have received pre-
ventive services from their insurance
company at no cost. In 2011, 1.3 million
people on Medicare in Illinois received
free preventive services. And starting
next year, States will receive an in-
creased share from the Federal Govern-
ment to cover preventive services for
people on Medicaid.

This effort to bring preventive serv-
ices to millions of Americans across
the country will no doubt save lives.

I want to acknowledge the out-
standing people at St. Bernard’s and
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