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finished second in the hammer throw 
at the U.S. Olympic Trials in Eugene, 
Oregon. An ambitious athlete, she is a 
three-time Mountain West hammer- 
throw champion, two-time national 
All-American honoree, and recently set 
a new UNLV hammer throw record. 

Jake Dalton, a 2009 graduate of Span-
ish Spring High School, took victories 
in the floor exercise and vault in a 
combined points total from the VISA 
Championships and the Olympic Trials. 
He joins the rest of Team USA in the 
hopes of winning gold, a feat that has 
not been secured by men’s gymnastics 
since 1984. Jake has won 4 individual 
NCAA titles, 13 All-American honors, 
and is believed to be Nevada’s first 
male gymnast to make the Olympic 
team. 

Green Valley High School alumni, 
Connor Fields, won the U.S. Men’s 
BMX Time Trials in Chula Vista, Cali-
fornia, earning a place on the three- 
man team for the 2012 London Games. 
This 19-year-old southern Nevada na-
tive is the first rider in BMX 
supercross history to win three 
straight World Cup final races. 

Michael Hunter, Las Vegas heavy-
weight boxer, qualified for this sum-
mer’s London Games with a semifinal 
victory in the AIBA Americas Olympic 
Qualifying Tournament in Rio de Ja-
neiro. A three-time national champion, 
encouragement from Michael’s family 
has always been paramount to reaching 
his Olympic dream. 

I wish Amanda, Jake, Connor, and 
Michael the best of luck in London this 
summer and look forward to watching 
them compete. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating these four 
remarkable athletes as we show our 
pride and support for entire the U.S. 
Olympics Team.∑ 
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REMEMBERING TROOPER AARON 
BEASLEY 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, on June 30, 
Trooper Aaron Beesley responded to a 
call to rescue two teenagers stranded 
on Mount Olympus in the Wasatch 
Mountains near Salt Lake City. As a 
part of the search and rescue helicopter 
unit, he helped load the two teenagers 
into the helicopter, ensuring their own 
safety before his own. When the heli-
copter pilot had secured the hikers, he 
went back for Trooper Beesley, only to 
find that he had fallen down the 60-foot 
cliff face. A hero fell from Mount 
Olympus. Someone once said, ‘‘A hero 
is always remembered, but legends 
never die.’’ Aaron Beesley woke up 
that morning already a hero in every 
sense of the word, and he fell that 
night into legend, a legend of service 
and sacrifice that will live far beyond 
his mortality. 

His mother recalled that from the 
age of 5 Aaron had aspired to be a fire-
fighter. His greatest ambition was to 
protect others from harm and danger. 
He attended the police academy after 
serving a LDS mission in Oakland, CA, 
and was then hired by the Utah High-

way Patrol. There he committed to 
‘‘face danger with confidence, resolu-
tion and bravery’’ and to ‘‘meet the 
service needs of everyone encoun-
tered.’’ These principles were a part of 
Aaron’s nature long before he became a 
trooper. He may have fallen in the line 
of duty, but for him, this duty was his 
life. He saw the world through the lens 
of a hero, constantly seeking opportu-
nities to help and serve others long 
after the workday ended. At his funeral 
service, Aaron’s mother Laretta 
Beesley said, ‘‘Aaron was a hero every 
day of his life.’’ Based on his rescue 
record, lifesaving awards, medal of ex-
cellence, and the tremendous words of 
praise from his family and coworkers, I 
believe his mother’s description is per-
fect. 

Aaron will be remembered as a man 
of many hats. He is survived by his 
wife Christine and sons Austin, 7, and 
twins Derek and Preston, 4. They will 
remember him as a loving husband and 
father. His brother Arik remembers 
him as a hero, recalling the countless 
phone calls they shared in which Aaron 
provided a play-by-play account of his 
latest rescue. His parents remember 
him as a clever practical joker. As a 
child he once tricked a group of neigh-
borhood boys into performing his 
loathed chore of stacking wood by tell-
ing them how much fun it would be. 
His mother lovingly remembers how he 
watched them do it for him with a sly 
smile, periodically expressing how 
much he would love to be stacking 
wood too. His coworkers and friends re-
member him as a genius who could fix 
anything, from neighbors’ broken elec-
tronics to highway patrol communica-
tions equipment. Aaron was even able 
to perform the necessary maintenance 
on the patrol’s air fleet, saving the de-
partment thousands of dollars. His col-
league Steve Winward remembers him 
as an inventor, designing cell phone ap-
plications for helicopter flight naviga-
tion and field sobriety tests. 

Mr. President I pay tribute today to 
Aaron Beesley not simply to mourn his 
loss but to celebrate his life, his will-
ingness to perform his duty and serve 
others. Sharon and I extend our condo-
lences to Christine, Austin, Derek and 
Preston and praise them for their cour-
age at this difficult time. Aaron truly 
remembered service before self, as do 
all who wake up every morning pre-
pared to give their lives for those they 
serve. I pray that his family, friends, 
and loved ones may feel an outpouring 
of love and support from grateful citi-
zens around the country and that they 
may forever remember Aaron with the 
tremendous pride his legacy deserves.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRYAN ALMEIDA 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Bryan Almeida, a spring 
press intern in my Washington, DC of-
fice, for all of the hard work he has 
done for me, my staff and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Bryan is a graduate of Belen Jesuit 
Preparatory School in Miami, FL. Cur-

rently, he is a sophomore at The 
George Washington University major-
ing in political communications. He is 
a dedicated and diligent worker who 
has been devoted to getting the most 
out of his internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Bryan for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING PAT BATEMAN 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Pat Bateman, a spring intern 
in my Washington, DC office, for all of 
the hard work he has done for me, my 
staff and the people of the State of 
Florida. 

Pat is a graduate of the University of 
Sydney, where he double-majored in 
law and government and international 
relations. He is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to 
getting the most out of his internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Pat for all 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING MEG C. HAMBY 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Meg Casscells-Hamby, a sum-
mer intern in my Washington, DC of-
fice, for all of the hard work she has 
done for me, my staff and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Meg is a graduate of Trinity Pre-
paratory High School in Winter Park, 
FL. Currently, she is a sophomore at 
Harvard University interested in psy-
chology. She is a dedicated and dili-
gent worker who has been devoted to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Meg for all 
the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING CHARLES C. DAVIS 
III 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Charles Carlton Davis III, a 
summer intern in my Washington, DC 
office, for all of the hard work he has 
done for me, my staff and the people of 
the State of Florida. 

Chad is a graduate of Jesuit High 
School in Tampa, FL. Currently he is a 
junior at the University of Florida ma-
joring in political science and minoring 
in history and religion. He is a dedi-
cated and diligent worker who has been 
devoted to getting the most out of his 
internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Charles for 
all the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 
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