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the two leaders or their designees prior
to a cloture vote on the motion to pro-
ceed to S. 3369.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM H.
MEADOWS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I recognize
and honor William H. Meadows for his
long and successful service from 1996 to
2012 as president of The Wilderness So-
ciety. Bill came to Washington, D.C.
with his wife Sally to lead The Wilder-
ness Society after years of working as
a volunteer and then as a professional
staff person for the Sierra Club. Since
then, he has neither lost the passion
that first made him a conservation ac-
tivist nor the gracious Southern charm
that came from his Tennessee upbring-
ing.

Under his leadership, The Wilderness
Society has maintained its focus on
their core mission of protecting wilder-
ness and inspiring Americans to care
for our wild places. During his tenure,
The Wilderness Society has had sub-
stantial success, helping Congress ex-
pand the National Wilderness Preserva-
tion System by nearly 6.5 million acres
and establish the National Landscape
Conservation System to increase pro-
tection for Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands. In that time, the organiza-
tion has nearly doubled in size and
they provide sound scientific, legal,
and policy expertise on major issues re-
lating to our Federal public lands bet-
ter than ever.

I have had the good fortune of work-
ing with Bill and The Wilderness Soci-
ety on legislation that impacts our
Federal wild lands heritage. He and
The Wilderness Society have been im-
portant partners in successful efforts
to protect millions of acres of Nevada’s
finest wilderness in Clark, Lincoln, and
White Pine counties, as well as estab-
lish the Black Rock Desert-High Rock
Canyon Emigrant Trails National Con-
servation Area and Sloan Canyon Na-
tional Conservation Area. I am tremen-
dously proud of that legacy and Bill
played a critical role in that effort. He
never failed to understand the need to
work closely with local communities
and key stakeholders to find areas of
common ground and to reach shared
solutions. He brought to these con-
servation efforts a level headed, rea-
sonable, thoughtful approach that
helped move all the parties beyond the
type of knee-jerk ideology that too
often results in gridlock.

Bill has also been an important ally
in many national debates about Fed-
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eral public lands ranging from our en-
ergy policy to management of healthy
forests to the protection of iconic wild
lands like the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. He and his organization were
influential in the Clinton Administra-
tion’s establishment of the Roadless
Rule, which helps protect nearly 60
million acres of our most pristine na-
tional forests.

He has always been willing to meet
with his opponents. At a time when
many conservationists were at odds
with the George W. Bush administra-
tion, Bill was able to establish and
maintain a working relationship with
the Undersecretary for Natural Re-
sources in the Department of Agri-
culture. This big tent approach to con-
servation is one of the things that
make Bill exceptional. He is further
distinguished by his ability to clearly
understand the dynamics of national
and local politics without becoming
cynical or losing his integrity. Thank
you, Bill, for your tremendous service
as an extraordinary conservation lead-
er.

————

TRIBUTE TO DENNIS T. DORTON

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a good
friend of mine and a good friend to the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, Mr. Den-
nis T. Dorton. After a successful, life-
long career in banking culminating in
his service as president and chief exec-
utive officer at Citizens National Bank,
Mr. Dorton will retire this month.

A native of Paintsville, KY, Dennis
Dorton has worked at Citizens Na-
tional Bank for 42 years. He joined the
bank in 1970 following his graduation
from Morehead State University, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration. Dennis also at-
tended Paintsville High School and is a
graduate of National Investment
School University of Oklahoma, Na-
tional Trust School Northwestern Uni-
versity, and attended Stonier Graduate
School of Banking at Rutgers Univer-
sity.

Dennis is well known and well re-
garded throughout the State’s banking
community for his career of accom-
plishment. He served as treasurer for
the Kentucky Bankers Association and
was that organization’s chairman in
2007-08. He is also on the Board of
Trustees for the Kentucky Hospital As-
sociation and the Highlands Regional
Medical Center. His many other civic
and community service efforts include
his work as treasurer and board mem-
ber of the Paintsville-Johnson County
Chamber of Commerce, chairman of
the Appalachian Artisan Center, treas-
urer of the Kentucky Historical Soci-
ety Foundation, and vice chairman and
board member of the Christian Appa-
lachian Project Board. He also served
for 15 years on the Paintsville City
Council, 6 years on the Paintsville
Independent School Board, and on a
number of committees for Big Sandy
Community & Technical College.
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Mr. Dorton is also an active member
of the First United Methodist Church
in Paintsville, and has volunteered on
missions to Belize and Costa Rica to
help build church and school buildings.
He has taught personal financial man-
agement courses at his church, and
even taught at local elementary
schools on subjects as varied as wood-
working, banjos, and folk art.

Dennis and his wife, Jean, have a son,
Andrew Trigg Dorton, who is married
to Stephanie Stumbo. Dennis and Jean
are the grandparents of Tristan An-
drew and Ashton Warren. I am sure
Dennis’s family is very proud of him
and all that he has accomplished.

At this time I ask my U.S. Senate
colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating Mr. Dennis T. Dorton for his
decades of work and service to his
loved ones, his employer, his commu-
nity, and the Commonwealth. He has
set a remarkable example to follow for
those who know him. I congratulate
him on his successes and wish him well
upon his retirement.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE GEORGE
LEIGHTON

Mr. DURBIN. The Cook County
Criminal Courts Building in Chicago is
an imposing building at the intersec-
tion of 26th Street and California Ave-
nue that has long been known by its
address: 26th and Cal. Last month, the
Criminal Courts Building was renamed
the Honorable George N. Leighton
Criminal Court Building in tribute to a
remarkable man.

Judge George Leighton, who turns
100 years old this October, has excelled
as a lawyer and judge and has em-
bodied the ideals of the American
dream.

George Leighton was born in 1912 in
New Bedford, MA, to African immi-
grants. As a young boy, Judge Leigh-
ton picked fruit for several months
each year to help support his family.
Then just before he should have started
seventh grade, he left school to take a
job on an oil tanker in the Dutch West
Indies.

George Leighton never finished grade
school or high school, but he heard
that a scholarship fund was offering a
$200 scholarship for the winner of an
essay contest, and he submitted the
winning essay. In 1936, with his $200
scholarship, he hitchhiked to Wash-
ington, D.C., to attend college. He was
granted conditional admittance to
Howard University, where he graduated
magna cum laude 4 years later.

In 1940, George Leighton joined the
United States Army’s 93rd Infantry Di-
vision. When he returned to the United
States after the war, he was accepted
at Harvard Law School. He graduated
from Harvard and passed the Illinois
State Bar Examination.

He then moved to Chicago because he
was impressed that Chicago had elected
an African American congressman,
William Dawson. He set up a law prac-
tice next to the old Comiskey Park on
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