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IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF PAT
LUCE-AOELUA

HON. ENI F. H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of a pioneer, a leader, an advo-
cate, and a dear friend, Pat Luce-Aoelua, who
recently passed away in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia.

Pat was born in Fagatogo, American Samoa
in 1944 to loane Afele Levi and Fanuaea
Vaitupu Tu'ufuli Levi and was adopted by
American missionaries, Maurice and Corabelle
Luce, in 1946. Later, Pat and her adoptive
parents immigrated to California in 1952
where Pat attended school and began her ca-
reer. She received her Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology from California State University at
Sacramento and her Master of Science in
Counseling from the University of California at
Davis.

Pat was the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Office of Samoan Affairs (NOSA) that
was based initially in San Francisco and later
moved its headquarters to Carson, California.
She, together with other Samoan community
leaders in California, founded NOSA in 1976
to bridge the federal and state agencies with
the local Samoan communities. Some of the
community leaders included Senator and
Paramount Chief Galeai Tu’ufuli, High Talking
Chief Leuluso’o Leatutufu, and Matau Taele.
Pat and NOSA made sure that they worked
closely with the elder chiefs and local Samoan
church organizations in advocating for
Samoans and Pacific Islanders both on the
state and federal level, in better assisting the
needs of the elderly, and providing opportuni-
ties for the younger generation.

In the late 1970s, Pat was very active within
the Samoan community in northern California.
As she became more involved in the 1980s,
Pat was instrumental in allowing American
Samoans to become eligible for Federal fund-
ing and programs through the Native Amer-
ican programs. She also spearheaded the
movement in passing state legislation in Cali-
fornia providing for the identification and tab-
ulation of Pacific Islanders as an ethnic group
in the California state and county systems.

Pat is not only a leader amongst the Sa-
moan community but especially within all of
the Asian and Pacific American communities
throughout all the U.S. In 1980, through Pat’s
leadership and diligence, she was able to fight
for the inclusion of Pacific Islanders as an
identifier in the U.S. Census, a category that
remains today. Pat’'s philosophy was ensuring
that much of the needs of the Pacific Islanders
could be addressed with the use of data col-
lected through the decennial census and other
government surveys.

Although Pat has left us and began a new
journey, her legacy will remain vigilant through
torch bearers made up of the many new
young Pacific Island leaders who have been
under Pat’s tutelage over the past three dec-
ades who today are working closely with their
communities and advocating for those who are
disenfranchised.

| want to take this time to offer my personal
condolences to Pat's husband, Tuimavave
Aoelua, their only daughter—Corabelle, and to
their many families and friends who are
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mourning the loss of one of Samoa’s strongest
daughters. | pray the Lord will comfort them
during this tragic time.

Pat will be greatly missed. la manuia lau
malaga.

CELEBRATING THE JEWISH FED-
ERATION OF GREATER PITTS-
BURGH’S 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE GLOBAL JEWISH COMMU-
NITY

HON. MARK S. CRITZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh
for reaching its 100th year of service to Jewish
communities around the globe. Since 1912,
the Federation has been capably serving Jew-
ish needs in the areas of healthcare, edu-
cation and social welfare.

Since its inception, the Federation has
never taken its finger off the pulse of the glob-
al Jewish community. Its efforts have always
kept pace with the dynamic challenges facing
Jews living in Pittsburgh, Israel and elsewhere
throughout the world. The Federation serves
as the central Jewish fundraising organization
for Greater Pittsburgh, and has undertaken a
number of initiatives to build solidarity and pro-
mote prosperity within western Pennsylvania’s
Jewish community.

In 1984, the Federation conducted a Com-
prehensive Jewish Community Study to high-
light the needs of Greater Pittsburgh’s Jewish
population. The results led to the creation of a
Jewish Community Center in Pittsburgh’s
South Hills and Jewish Residential Services
for special needs individuals of the Jewish
faith. After conducting a similar demographic
study in 2002, the Federation established new
outreach programs and created the Centennial
Fund for a Jewish Future through the Jewish
Community Foundation.

The Federation has also done a significant
amount of philanthropic work abroad. Federa-
tion leaders have done a great deal to pro-
mote the Buncher Community Leadership Pro-
gram, which trains Jewish professionals from
vulnerable Jewish communities throughout the
world. They have also played an active role in
programs such as Spectrum and Passover in
the FSU, which focus on rebuilding Jewish
communities in the former Soviet Union. Fur-
thermore, the Federation was on the front
lines of the humanitarian responses to Hurri-
cane Katrina, the 2004 tsunami in Asia and
the 2010 earthquake in Haiti.

In Israel, the Federation has actively helped
to respond to terror attacks and promote eco-
nomic development in recent years by raising
more than $5.5 through its Israel Emergency
campaign and by sponsoring numerous edu-
cational and solidarity programs. Historically,
the Federation has also helped to raise money
for Israel during times of conflict. Currently,
the Foundation is working to advance the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel's Partnership Together
Program, which is focused on strengthening
relationships between Jews in Israel and the
Diaspora, and on promoting economic devel-
opment within Israel’s Karmei and Misgav re-

ion.
9 Mr. Speaker, the Jewish Federation of
Greater Pittsburgh’s long history of promoting
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solidarity and prosperity within Jewish commu-
nities throughout the world is a testament to
its abiding commitment to philanthropy. | offer
this great organization my most heartfelt con-
gratulations on 100 years of fruitful community
service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 386. | was absent due to per-
sonal reasons.

Had | been present, | would have voted
nay.”

“

HONORING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF PAUL HAMANN

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 12, 2012

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, today the
White House honors leaders who had made a
significant difference in the way their commu-
nities combat homelessness among children
and youth. | am so proud that one of the 13
“Champions of Change” is my constituent,
Paul Hamann, President and C.E.O. of the
Night Ministry.

In the wealthiest nation on earth, any
amount of homelessness is unacceptable, yet
nearly one million Americans currently do not
have a roof over their head. They include
men, women and children. This Congress
must do more to eradicate homelessness, and
we should support people like Paul and orga-
nizations like the Night Ministry that are work-
ing to provide help and hope to the homeless.

The Night Ministry is Chicago’s safety net of
last-resort social services, health care, hous-
ing and outreach for homeless youth and
adults and those who are isolated from the
community. | have had the pleasure to witness
and take part in the great work the Night Min-
istry does at their Health Outreach Bus and
their Youth Outreach Van in the Uptown and
Lakeview neighborhoods in Chicago.

Paul has dedicated his life to helping those
in need through his work for non-profit organi-
zations. He has been with the Night Ministry
for 10 years and has led the organization
since 2007. Under Paul’s direction, the Night
Ministry has broadened its impact on the Chi-
cago community through health outreach,
short-term housing assistance, support and in-
struction for pregnant teens, and transitional
housing. His tireless work has made a dif-
ference for thousands of Chicagoans who
would otherwise go without healthcare, hous-
ing, or food.

| thank Paul Hamann for his outstanding
leadership of the Night Ministry and | wish him
many years of continued success. He is a true
Champion of Change.
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