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damages immune and reproductive sys-
tems. How about this one, formalde-
hyde. It sounds scary. It is scary. It is 
a carcinogen, and that means it causes 
cancer—no question about that. Acid 
gases sound scary? They are scary. 
They damage the heart, the lungs, and 
the nervous system. Imagine breathing 
in acid gases and what that does to our 
pulmonary system. Toxic soot pollu-
tion causes respiratory illness, includ-
ing asthma attacks, chronic bronchitis, 
heart attacks, and premature death. 

Tomorrow I will go into these in 
greater detail. It is just a rhetorical 
question, but why would anyone in 
their right mind stand in the way of 
cleaning up these poisons. They say it 
costs too much. No, it doesn’t because 
the companies that already did it say 
it is working. For every $1 we invest, 
we save $3 to $9. So it doesn’t cost too 
much. Is it just about doing business as 
usual? That is fine if all we are doing is 
something that is benign. This is not 
benign. 

My colleague Senator INHOFE at-
tacked the President and said our 
President is stymieing domestic energy 
production when we have the opposite 
truth. We have seen a tremendous in-
crease in domestic energy production 
under this President, more than we 
have seen for decades. So don’t blame 
this President and say he is trying to 
stymie domestic energy production. He 
has embraced an all-of-the-above strat-
egy. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD a 
paper entitled ‘‘Develop and Secure 
America’s Energy Supplies.’’ 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
DEVELOP AND SECURE AMERICA’S ENERGY 

SUPPLIES—EXPAND SAFE AND RESPONSIBLE 
DOMESTIC OIL AND NATURAL GAS DEVELOP-
MENT AND PRODUCTION 
‘‘All these actions can increase domestic 

oil production in the short and medium 
term. But let’s be clear—it is not a long- 
term solution’’—President Obama, March 11, 
2010. 

THE CHALLENGE 
America’s oil and natural gas supplies are 

critical components of our Nation’s energy 
portfolio. Their development enhances our 
energy security and fuels our Nation’s econ-
omy. Recognizing that America’s oil supplies 
are limited, we must develop our domestic 
resources safely, responsibly, and efficiently, 
while taking steps that will ultimately less-
en our reliance on oil and help us move to-
wards a clean energy economy. 

Over the last two years, domestic oil and 
natural gas production has increased. In 2010, 
American oil production reached its highest 
level since 2003, and total U.S. natural gas 
production reached its highest level in more 
than 30 years. Much of this increase has been 
the result of growing natural gas and oil pro-
duction from shale formations as a result of 
recent technological advances. These re-
sources, when developed with appropriate 
safeguards to protect public health, will play 
a critical role in domestic energy production 
in the coming decades. 

America’s public lands and Federal waters 
provide resources that are critical to the na-
tion’s energy security. To encourage robust 

exploration and development of the nation’s 
resources, the Administration has offered 
millions of acres of public land and Federal 
waters for oil and gas leasing over the last 
two years. Oil production from the Outer 
Continental Shelf increased more than a 
third—from 446 million barrels in 2008 to 
more than 600 million barrels of estimated 
production in 2010. Responsible oil produc-
tion from onshore public lands also increased 
over the past year—from 109 million barrels 
in 2009 to 114 million barrels in 2010. These 
increases are occurring at the same time 
that oil imports are decreasing; for the first 
time in a decade, imports accounted for less 
than half of what we consumed. 

Mrs. BOXER. It shows how U.S. crude 
oil production is way up under Presi-
dent Obama. It is way up. Over the last 
2 years domestic oil and natural gas 
production has increased. In 2010, 
American oil production reached its 
highest level since 2003 and total U.S. 
natural gas production has reached its 
highest level in more than 30 years. 
How can my colleagues stand and say 
this President doesn’t like the coal 
companies and is trying to push them 
out of business so we will have less en-
ergy production? Wrong. What he is 
trying to do and we are trying to do— 
those of us who are going to oppose the 
Inhofe resolution—is say we want to 
see coal continue, but we don’t want it 
to spew forth—mercury, arsenic, sele-
nium, other heavy metals, benzene, 
formaldehyde, acid gases, and toxic 
soot. It is pretty straightforward. 
Clean it up. 

When I was a kid, my mother said: 
Clean your room. She said: You made a 
mess so clean it. I see some of the 
pages are smiling because their moth-
ers say the same to them. What I found 
as I matured over the years is that we 
need to come back to some of those ba-
sics. Clean up your mess. They are 
making a mess. But it is not the benign 
mess that is in some of the bedrooms of 
our kids, with toys, papers, and clothes 
scattered around; it is dangerous tox-
ins, and it has to be cleaned up. 

Tomorrow is an important vote. I 
hope tonight people will think about 
this debate because a lot of the things 
we do here maybe don’t have such a di-
rect impact on people’s lives. This has 
a direct impact. What we breathe and 
the fish we eat are all related to what 
is going to happen tomorrow. I hope we 
will vote no on the Inhofe resolution 
and allow the EPA to do its work 
which 75 percent of the American peo-
ple support. They want clean air, they 
want clean water, and we want to 
make sure they get it without inter-
ference. Let’s vote down the Inhofe res-
olution and move forward with clean 
air. I think we will all be proud tomor-
row if we can defeat that resolution. 

I note the absence of a quorum and 
yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning business 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VETERAN CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE AWARENESS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as 
chairman of the Senate Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, I would like to take 
a moment to recognize the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and the American 
Heart Association for their work to 
raise awareness about the dangers of 
cardiovascular disease amongst our Na-
tion’s women veterans and service 
members. 

VA’s dedicated work on cardio-
vascular disease has successfully de-
creased the gaps between men and 
women veterans in heart disease pre-
vention outcomes. However, as cardio-
vascular disease remains the No. 1 kill-
er of women, I applaud VA and the 
American Heart Association’s ‘‘Go Red 
for Women’’ campaign for partnering 
under the First Lady’s Joining Forces 
Initiative to raise awareness and pro-
mote prevention amongst our Nation’s 
female veterans. I am pleased to see 
VA focus its efforts on educating 
women veterans through an online fit-
ness and nutrition program and an on-
line support network to connect 
women with other women who share 
similar experiences. 

Today, women serve in every branch 
of the military. Women represent 15 
percent of our Nation’s Active-Duty 
military, and they are the fastest 
growing population within the veteran 
community. The number of women vet-
erans is expected to increase to 2 mil-
lion in 2020 and with this projected in-
crease it is critical that VA remain re-
sponsive to the unique needs of women. 

Nearly one in two women, 44.4 per-
cent, will die of heart disease and 
stroke. We must ensure that women re-
ceive equal access to VA health care 
benefits and services. This partnership 
between VA and the American Heart 
Association is a great step toward en-
suring that women are educated on the 
dangers of cardiovascular disease and 
provided with the resources necessary 
to prevent it. 

Mr. President, I applaud the collabo-
ration between VA and the American 
Heart Association to raise awareness 
and increase prevention efforts on an 
issue that affects so many of our Na-
tion’s women veterans and civilian 
women throughout our country. 

f 

OBSERVING WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President. Abraham 
Lincoln once spoke of our Nation as 
the last best hope on earth. On this 
World Refugee Day—the 11th of its 
kind and the 61st anniversary of the 
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