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thought you lived the American
Dream—until one day that dream
turned into a nightmare.

That’s what happened when GM spun
off Delphi Corporation in 1999 and later
filed for bankruptcy, and over 20,000
salaried employees were left out to dry.
Family finances were ruined all across
this country, including the cities of
Lockport and Rochester in my district.
This must be corrected. That’s why I'm
delighted to see the reemergence of GM
as a global powerhouse.

But we cannot forget these individ-
uals. I’ve called on this administration
for their help. I've not received an ade-
quate response from the Department of
Labor and the Department of Treasury.
And I call on the President to take up
the cause of these retirees because they
need our help. Their promises are bro-
ken, and it’s our responsibility to help
them at this time.

————
FARMERS DESERVE CERTAINTY

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Madam Speaker,
successful agriculture is vital for
America and for my home State of Illi-
nois to thrive in the future. The farm-
ers in my district in northern Illinois
are saying that they can do without di-
rect payments as long as there is some
protection from catastrophe. That’s
why I'm looking forward to supporting
a broad plan for strong, reliable, and
affordable crop insurance when we take
up the farm bill next week.

A successful farm bill must have
strong protection from uncontrollable
risks for our Nation’s agriculture sec-
tor. Farmers take large risks every
year to acquire the seed, feed, and sup-
plies they will need for the season.
Crop insurance gives them the cer-
tainty to take these risks, knowing
that they will be protected from condi-
tions beyond their control.

We have an opportunity to empower
farmers by giving them choices and the
ability to tailor protection to their
needs while also asking that they share
the risk so the taxpayer isn’t picking
up the whole tab.

——————

IT"S TIME TO EXTEND THE
STUDENT LOAN RATE

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, in 11
days, the interest rates on the Stafford
student loans will double from 3.4 per-
cent to 6.8 percent. It’s unthinkable
that Congress would allow this to hap-
pen. But here we are, only 11 days from
the deadline, and no closer to a solu-
tion than we were months ago. This is
one of those only-in-Washington situa-
tions. Nearly everyone agrees that we
can’t let these rates double. Doing so
will be a real blow to the middle class
and those trying to climb their way
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into the middle class. It would be bad
for the economy, and it makes no prac-
tical sense. The Federal Government is
borrowing at 1.6 percent. Yet Congress
has been unable to extend the lower
rate, and it is now only 11 days away.

Take Jessie from Norwich, who will
be affected. Despite significant finan-
cial support from scholarships and her
family, she’s graduating from nursing
school with over $150,000 in student
loan debt. At age 26, Jessie worries
that she’ll not be able to start a family
or put a down payment on a home be-
cause of this staggering debt. She wor-
ries that if interest rates increase, a
bad situation will be even worse.

Madam Speaker, we have 11 days. It’s
time to get this done.

———

CHINA’S ONE-CHILD POLICY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, last
week, I received an extremely dis-
turbing report about China’s one-child
policy from China’s central Shaanxi
province. Feng Jianmei was 7 months
pregnant and home alone when she was
abducted by government family plan-
ning officials. She was taken to a hos-
pital and bound while her child was ad-
ministered a powerful poison. After she
gave birth to her dead child, without
the aid of painkillers, the baby was
then left beside her on the hospital bed,
as shown in this picture. Her husband
is a common worker, who has no re-
course for the crime that has been per-
petrated on his wife and child. Family
planning officials in Shaanxi took this
gruesome step in order to meet their
quotas under China’s brutal one-child
policy. This is further evidence that
government officials routinely take ex-
treme measures to enforce China’s bar-
baric one-child policy.

It’s a human rights issue. It’s far past
time that the Chinese government stop
this terrible repression and end the de-
struction of lives. I call on Secretary
Clinton to condemn this policy in the
strongest terms.

———————

LET’S PASS A TRANSPORTATION
BILL

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. The Amer-
ican public deserves better. They de-
serve more from their Congress. The
sacrifices that so many millions of
Americans have given, whether it’s in
military service or service to this Na-
tion, to allow us to stand here and self-
govern ourselves needs to be repaid
with maybe the words of Daniel Web-
ster above us up there: Let’s do some-
thing great in our time. The differences
this Nation has is what makes us
strong—differences of opinion. But
compromise and common purpose is
the glue that hold us together.
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If there’s anything that we can agree
upon, it’s that this Nation should have
a world-class transportation system to
move people and goods in an efficient,
effective manner. And we’re sitting
here not passing a transportation bill.
We have never had this problem in this
Congress. The last five transportation
bills have passed with an average of 375
bipartisan votes. We have a bill that
passed the Senate 100 days ago that
passed with a 74-22 vote. I'm not sure
they can agree it’s Tuesday in the Sen-
ate, and they compromised on a trans-
portation bill.

I urge my colleagues here, either get
the compromise done this week or
bring the Senate bill forward and let us
vote up or down to put America back
to work and do something great in our
time.

———
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UTILITY MACT AND PJM AUCTION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, President Obama’s
regulatory war on coal is having an ef-
fect. In the 2015-2016 capacity auction
by regional transmission organization
PJM Interconnection, the market
clearing price for the mid-Atlantic
area was $167 per megawatt. And for
northern Ohio, it was $357 per mega-
watt. The average over the last 8 years
has been $89.

Andy Ott at PJM Interconnection
said:

Capacity prices were higher than last
year’s because of retirements of existing
coal-fired generation resulting largely from
environmental regulations which go into ef-
fect in 2015.

A study published in 2010 by the Edi-
son Electric Institute identified seven
different new regulations that will
raise the cost of electrical generation
by 2017. The costs are huge. The EPA’s
estimate of costs for its utility MACT
regulation alone is $9.6 billion per year
starting in 2015.

The House of Representatives has
taken action to prevent the imposition
of new regulatory burdens in the midst
of this fragile economic recovery, but
the Senate has yet to follow that lead.
Madam Speaker, prices are climbing,
and Americans will suffer.

——————

2,000 AMERICAN FATALITIES IN
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker,
last Thursday, June 14, marked the
2,000th American fatality in Operation
Enduring Freedom. Today, that num-
ber is now 2,004 OEF fatalities, of
which 1,887 happened in Afghanistan.
Suicide rates by our veterans are now
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one every day. This is the human cost
of war. It is heartbreaking. Forty-three
hail from Massachusetts, including
eight from my district. These are not
just statistics. They were living,
breathing men and women in uniform.

At this solemn moment, I would like
to send my condolences to the families
of:

Army Private Brian Moquin, Jr., 19
years old, Worcester; Army Master Ser-
geant Shawn Simmons, 39, Ashland;
Army Major Brian Mescall, 33,
Hopkinton; Marine Captain Kyle Van
De Giesen, 29, North Attleboro; U.S.
Air National Guard Sergeant Robert
Barrett, 21, Fall River; Army Specialist
Scott Andrews, 21, Fall River; U.S.
Army National Guard Private 1st Class
Ethan Goncalo, 21, Fall River; and Air
Force Major David Brodeur, 34, Au-
burn.

You are not forgotten.

————

REBUILDING OUR NATION’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, we
all agree that rebuilding our Nation’s
infrastructure is the best way to create
jobs today and ensure long-term eco-
nomic growth tomorrow. Our failure to
pass a long-term, fully funded trans-
portation authorization has under-
mined our competitiveness as a Nation,
overburdened our local and State gov-
ernments, and hurt American busi-
nesses.

It prevents the State and local gov-
ernments in every single one of our dis-
tricts from funding repairs to their
bridges, roads, and railways. It leaves
our infrastructure crumbling. And it
discourages businesses from creating
construction and manufacturing jobs
that American workers could be filling
today.

Madam Speaker, I urge the transpor-
tation conference committee to final-
ize their work before the current au-
thorization expires at the end of next
week. We owe it to the American peo-
ple to get this done.

———
LOOK TO THE GREEN ECONOMY

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HANABUSA. Madam Speaker,
President Obama laid out in his State
of the Union address a blueprint for an
America to last. To do this, he said, we
need to rebuild the American economy
by reviving manufacturing, new and in-
novative energy sources, educating and
creating a strong, more skilled work-
force. And, more importantly, renew-
ing our American values.

I want to talk about the new and in-
novative energy sources. Remember
when the ARRA was passed, President
Obama spoke about building the green
economy, jobs in the energy field that
look to the future. Hawaii shows that
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this can work. Our recent unemploy-
ment rate shows that it does work. Our
UI rate is 6.3 percent, though we would
like to see it lower. Note that our ini-
tial claims are down 16 percent. Total
claims are down 10 percent from last
yvear. And the area where we’re seeing
job creation is in the solar energy mar-
ket. We have an 18 percent increase in
the permits in the first 5 months of
this year.

Our Department of Labor projects
2,900 jobs by the end of this year—green
jobs, 25 percent over the past 2 years.

President Obama has got it right.
Let’s look to the green economy.

SUBSIDIZING ENERGY COMPANIES
IS A FAILED POLICY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
each year, Americans write a check to
Uncle Sam in hopes that their money
is going to the right places. Unfortu-
nately, the Federal Government has
lost credibility as the steward of tax-
payer money.

In the past 3 years, millions of tax-
payer dollars have been squandered in
risky ‘‘clean and green’” energy
projects, and many of those companies
have failed. And the beneficiaries of
these shady ventures just happen to be
the President’s men. Enter Solyndra.
Half a billion tax dollars subsidized a
company that was doomed to fail.
Eighteen hundred people lost their
jobs, and Americans will never see the
refund on their money. But the cro-
nyism continues. Last week, the De-
partment of Energy awarded $2 million
to Solar Mosaic. The President’s
former green jobs czar, Van Jones, is
an adviser to that company. Imagine
that.

It’s time to quit gambling taxpayer
money on risky projects for all the
President’s men.

And that’s just the way it is.

——
McCONNELL AND DISCLOSURE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, in
2003, the current Senate minority lead-
er told NPR:

Money is essential in politics, and not
something that we should feel squeamish
about—provided the donations are limited
and disclosed, everyone knows who’s sup-
porting everyone else.

I agree with that version of Senator
MCcCONNELL. But there’s a new version
who revealed last week that he doesn’t
think that we should know who’s buy-
ing our democracy, and he compared
this administration’s opposition to un-
limited anonymous campaign contribu-
tions to the Nixon administration. I
understand why Nixon came to mind,
but I think the Senator is projecting
here. After all, he now believes anony-
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mous donors using secret money should
be able to influence elections, all out of
public view. Nixon wrote that play-
book.

Anonymity allows people in cam-
paigns to distort the truth at best, or
to lie outright, with no chance of being
held accountable. If you oppose disclo-
sure of campaign financiers, you’re en-
dorsing dishonest campaigns.

Madam Speaker, the voters have a
right to judge the credibility of cam-
paign ads, and that is simply impos-
sible without disclosure of those who
are influencing our elections.

———————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1380.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that my name be withdrawn as a
cosponsor of H.R. 1380, the New Alter-
native Transportation to Give Ameri-
cans Solutions Act of 2011.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Michigan). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
South Carolina?

There was no objection.

—————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2578, CONSERVATION AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH ACT

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 688
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as
follows:

H. RES. 688

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2578) to amend
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act related to a
segment of the Lower Merced River in Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and amendments specified in
this resolution and shall not exceed 90 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Natural Resources. After gen-
eral debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 112-25. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be
considered as read. All points of order
against that amendment in the nature of a
substitute are waived. No amendment to
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
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