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double from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent,
adding millions of dollars of additional
student loan debt to middle class fami-
lies.

Unfortunately, the do-nothing House
is in session only 2 full days this week
and 6 full days for the rest of this
month. The Republican whip an-
nounced yesterday that there is no ac-
tion planned on this issue this week.

It is no wonder that President Obama
will once again this week reach out to
college students all across America to
demand action before July 1. Not only
that, he is announcing today a historic
agreement with colleges and univer-
sities to establish a financial aid shop-
ping sheet, which will better inform
families about the true cost of tuition
as a way of avoiding debt, and will an-
nounce new lower repayment caps for
the Stafford loans to reduce the burden
of high debt.

One branch of government is doing
its job to help with the cost of college.
It is time for the Republican leadership
to do the same.

———————

HEALTH CARE TAX

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Now
more than ever the President and Con-
gress need to cut spending and pass leg-
islation that promotes job growth. In-
stead, the government is just months
away from enacting a job-killing tax
on medical devices that will drastically
harm our Nation’s medical industry.
An estimated 43,000 jobs could be lost
and could force these American fac-
tories to relocate overseas. President
Obama wants to implement this harm-
ful tax as a way to pay for his nearly $2
trillion health care law. This is insane.

The government has a spending prob-
lem. American taxpayers shouldn’t
have to foot the bill for this disastrous
law, and businesses shouldn’t have to
fork over more of their money to pay
for Washington’s reckless spending
spree.

It’s time to promote real solutions—
let’s cut spending, repeal ObamaCare,
and protect hardworking taxpayers
from these destructive taxes. Ameri-
cans want, need, and deserve real solu-
tions, and we can take action now and
vote this week to eliminate this tax.

——
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PROVIDE TRANSPARENCY IN
HEALTH CARE PRICES

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, the cur-
rent health insurance system has es-
sentially insulated people from the ac-
tual cost of medical care that they re-
ceive. But maybe, by pulling back the
curtain on these opaque areas of the
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health care market, over time we could
lead to the development of a more ra-
tional pricing structure, at least from
the consumers’ perspective.

Once we understand the actual cost,
then we can begin to make effective
changes, leading to fair physician re-
imbursement, appropriate patient bill-
ing, and better medical services.

To that end, the Health Care Price
Transparency Act of 2012, H.R. 5800, is
bipartisan legislation that is a long-
term solution to runaway medical
costs. The bill calls upon States to es-
tablish and maintain laws requiring a
disclosure of information on hospital
charges. This means that State law
will require health insurance providers
to give patients an actual dollar esti-
mate of what the patient must pay for
health care items and services within a
specified period of time.

It’s commonsense legislation. It’s far
past time for us to do it. I encourage
Members to join me in cosponsoring
H.R. 5800. Let’s get it done.

—————

MEDIA BIAS AGAINST FAITH
REPORTING

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
last month, 43 Catholic institutions
across America joined together to de-
fend the First Amendment and filed a
total of 12 lawsuits against the admin-
istration in order to protect their right
to freedom of religion on behalf of all
Americans.

This is the most significant religious
lawsuit in U.S. history, and Christian
leaders all across America have joined
in support of these Catholic institu-
tions. Despite the unprecedented and
historic nature of this event, the na-
tional media largely ignored it.

The Catholic institutions filed the
lawsuit due to new ObamaCare regula-
tions that force some religious institu-
tions to pay for coverage of anti-
abortion drugs, regardless of the em-
ployer’s religious and moral objections.

How can the liberal media ignore 12
different lawsuits being filed in Federal
courts that each charge the adminis-
tration with violating the First
Amendment right of freedom of reli-
gion?

The liberal national media continues
to show their bias by their scanty cov-
erage of this historical event.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT SERVICES DIRECTOR,
THE HONORABLE MIKE PENCE,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Karrie Pardieck, Con-
stituent Services Director, the Honor-
able MIKE PENCE, Member of Congress:
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 23, 2012.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a trial subpoena ad
testificandum issued by the State of Indi-
ana’s Delaware County Circuit Court No. 4.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will determine whether com-
pliance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
KARRIE PARDIECK,
Constituent Services Director,
Congressman Mike Pence.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5325, and
that I may include tabular material on
the same.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCKINLEY). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 667 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5325.

Will the gentleman from Nebraska
(Mr. SMITH) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5325) making appropriations for energy
and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes,
with Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (Acting
Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Friday,
June 1, 2012, an amendment offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BROUN) had been disposed of, and the
bill had been read through page 22, line
11.
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. MCCLINTOCK

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 22, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $514,391,000)"’.

Page 56, line 24, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $514,391,000)’.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes.
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