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Long Range Facility Plan for the 22 school
districts in Riverside County. In 1981, Duchon
became a Systems Planning Analyst for the
Riverside County Office of Education (RCOE)
where he performed planning and administra-
tive duties related to the management of a
fourteen building, $20 million facility construc-
tion program.

After two years as the Systems Planning
Analyst, Duchon became the Instructional
Computing Project Manager for the Inland Em-
pire Teacher Education and Computer Center
within RCOE. In this role, he was responsible
for an array of services related to the instruc-
tional uses of education technology. The serv-
ices were provided to the 58 school districts in
Riverside and San Bernardino counties. In
1985, Duchon was promoted to Director of the
Region 13 Teacher Education and Computer
Center where he was responsible for the two-
county staff development program in all areas
of the curriculum. In 1991, he was promoted
again to Director of Administrative Services for
RCOE where he was responsible for adminis-
tration and management for the Department of
Administrative Services, which included the
Geographic Information Center, internal and
external support for school facilities develop-
ment, school district elections, staff support to
the County Committee on School District Or-
ganization and other management services.
After ten years as the Director, Duchon was
promoted to the Riverside County Assistant
Superintendent of Schools, Administrative
Support Services, Division of Information
Technology/Governmental Relations. In 2001,
Duchon became the Deputy Superintendent
for the Jurupa Unified School District and after
three years became the Superintendent of
Schools for the District.

As Superintendent, Duchon was responsible
for all aspects of operating a 20,000 student
school district with over 2,000 employees and
a $160 million budget. His major accomplish-
ments include a District Academic Perform-
ance Index (API) that has risen 100 points
during his tenure; the District has four Distin-
guished Schools and two Title | Achieving
Schools; a 100% rating of Highly Qualified
Teachers; the completion and opening of a
new high school; the establishment of an Early
College High School Academy with Riverside
Community College; the District has received
three Golden Bell awards; and the student
achievement gap has narrowed. During his
time, Duchon has been recognized by the Re-
gion XIX Association of California School Ad-
ministrators as the 2007 Superintendent of the
Year; recognized as the West Riverside
School Administrators 2006 Superintendent of
the Year; and recognized by the Riverside
County, California School Bilingual Educators
chapter as the 2006 Superintendent of the
Year.

In light of all Elliott Duchon has done for the
students, parents and community of Jurupa
Valley it is only fitting that he be honored as
the Superintendent of the Year. Elliott
Duchon’s tireless passion for education and
public service has contributed immensely to
the betterment of our community and | am
proud to call him a fellow community member,
American and friend. | know that many com-
munity members are grateful for his service
and salute him as he receives this prestigious
award.
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THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MONTGOMERY GI BILL

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2012

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today, June 1,
2012, marks the 25th anniversary of the first
permanent Department of Veterans Affairs-ad-
ministered Montgomery Gl Bill. Enacted in
1987, the landmark New Gl Bill Continuation
Act offered a life changing incentive for vet-
erans returning from active duty to the work-
force. By offering veterans access to higher
education, it both strengthened our national
defense and helped revitalize our economy.

The Gl Bill has proved over the years to be
a boon for many of our veterans. Veterans are
able to return home with a plan for their future.
The education they receive helps many enter
the workforce and provide for themselves and
for their families in ways that were not pre-
viously possible.

This program has blessed our Nation and
continues to do so by benefiting not only vet-
erans, but many sectors of the economy by in-
jecting highly qualified individuals to the work-
force and the community. Veterans are able to
combine the skill sets they learn both from
their schooling and from their military training
and often become excellent leaders and con-
tributors to society. As | have said in the
past—hiring former service members for patri-
otic reasons expresses appreciation and re-
spect. Hiring them for business reasons gets
results.

Our veterans fought to protect our freedoms
and way of life, and as they serve our Nation
in this time of need, we must remember them
in their time of need. Veterans have made tre-
mendous sacrifices to preserve our way of life,
and the American people are indebted to the
men and women who served our Nation. | am
proud of the work Congress has done to im-
prove veterans’ benefits. It is important that
we continue to honor our commitments to our
Nation’s veterans through legislation that ben-
efits them, like the Montgomery Gl Bill.

So as the former Chairman of the House
Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Benefits,
and as a grateful American, | want to pay trib-
ute to the thousands of veterans in Idaho and
the United States who have given us so much.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 31, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5854) making ap-
propriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes:

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Chair, | rise in
support of H.R. 5854, the FY13 Military Con-
struction-VA Appropriations Act. This sub-
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committee has a strong record of bipartisan
collaboration and | want to commend Sub-
committee Chairman CULBERSON and Ranking
Member BISHOP for their leadership in advanc-
ing this important bill.

However, | remain disappointed that the Re-
publican Majority continues to depart from the
spending caps agreed to in the Budget Control
Act of 2011, which already mandates deep
spending cuts across the Federal budget. As
we continue passing appropriations bills under
the constraints of the Republican Budget Res-
olution, it is crucial that we protect our vet-
erans and military families from any deep and
harmful budget cuts. Members of the Com-
mittee were able to do so in this bill by pro-
viding ample funding for veterans healthcare,
education, and construction improvements on
our military bases. It also takes much needed
action to improve the VA and Pentagon’s
health records sharing program.

It is an honor to serve on the subcommittee
that ensures that our armed forces, their fami-
lies, and our veterans get the critical re-
sources they have earned. After listening to
veterans in my District and meeting with mili-
tary families on bases across the country, |
worked to further strengthen H.R. 5854 to re-
flect their priorities. | am pleased that this bill
contains language that helps women veterans
gain access to important medical needs, in-
cluding prosthetics for women amputees. This
bill also contains language that fully supports
the Defense and Veterans Affairs Departments
in their efforts to increase their use of clean al-
ternative energy sources. Lastly, it encourages
our military to continue their strong commit-
ment to providing the best quality child care
and housing on base.

Although the Subcommittee reported a
“clean” bill, | was disappointed that a harmful
and unnecessary amendment restricting
project labor agreements was adopted during
Full Committee markup. | am strongly op-
posed to the inclusion of the provision and it
is my hope that members vote to remove it
before final passage of the legislation.

America has a debt to pay for the service
and sacrifices our veterans have made for all
of us. The funding provided in this bill is abso-
lutely essential to provide the services and
support to all our veterans, especially those
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. We can
and must meet our commitments to the mil-
lions of veterans, service members and their
families here and across the world.

Passage of this bill would help accomplish
this and | urge my colleagues to support it.

————

WHO WILL DEFEND THE
DEFENDERS?

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 1, 2012

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, since
the tragic Islamist terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 no law enforcement agency
has been more effective in preventing another
successful terrorist attack than the New York
Police Department. Under Commissioner Ray
Kelly’s leadership the NYPD has had 1000 po-
lice officers working 24/7, building a counter-
terrorist infrastructure and taking proactive ac-
tion to stop at least 14 terrorist plots against
New York City.
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