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think the only comment is: They were
doing their job.

And that breach obviously occurred
before any entering into the secured
area, but it tells us how important
TSA really is and being on the front
line of securing this Nation and being
part of the team that has allowed us to
not have a tragic incident on our soil
since 9/11.

It is important to have the TSA com-
ply with the Uniformed Services Em-
ployment and Reemployment Rights
Act. The Uniformed Services Employ-
ment and Reemployment Rights Act,
USERRA, ensures that our valued citi-
zens who have served in the Armed
Forces, Reserves, National Guard, or
other uniformed services are not dis-
advantaged in their civilian careers be-
cause of their service. They deserve
this protection.

Under current law, the TSA is not re-
quired to comply with certain provi-
sions of Federal labor laws, including
USERRA. This is not right. Currently
the TSA, which has more than 50,000
employees, is not required to hold posi-
tions and promotions for employees
who are called away for military serv-
ice. Ten thousand veterans serve on the
TSA’s workforce. That is one-fifth, or
20 percent, of their entire workforce.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
yield the gentlewoman an additional 30
seconds.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. The
head of my airport, Bush Interconti-
nental Airport, Colonel Testa, is re-
tired military. The law specifies cer-
tain rank for individuals who serve in
the uniformed services, including those
in the Reserves or the National Guard
who are called to duty. I join with my
colleagues to support this legislation
to ensure that TSA complies with
USERRA.

Just 2 days ago we celebrated Memo-
rial Day, and I would offer to say that
we must continue to support our vet-
erans but also mourn those who are
lost, but in their name, it’s important
to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to debate H.R.
3670, “To require the Transportation Security
Administration to comply with the Uniformed
Services Employment and Reemployment
Rights Act.” The Uniformed Services Employ-
ment and Reemployment Rights Act
(USERRA) ensures that our valued citizens
who serve or have served in the Armed
Forces, Reserves, National Guard or other
“uniformed services” are not disadvantaged in
their civilian careers because of their service.

Under current law, the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration (TSA) is not required to
comply with certain provisions of federal labor
laws, including USERRA. This is not right.

Currently the TSA, which has more than
50,000 employees, is not required to hold po-
sitions and promotions for employees who are
called away for military service. 10,000 vet-
erans serve on the TSA’s workforce. That is
/5 or 20 percent of their entire workforce.

The law specifies certain rights for individ-
uals who serve in the uniformed services, in-
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cluding those in the reserves or the National
Guard who are called to active duty.

In particular, USERRA prohibits employers
from discriminating on the basis of military
service or obligation and protects covered indi-
viduals’ rights to be reemployed upon return-
ing from duty.

H.R. 3670 requires the TSA to comply with
USERRA. According to TSA, the agency’s ex-
isting policies regarding individuals who leave
TSA to undertake uniformed service are al-
ready consistent with USERRA. We want to
make absolutely sure that our veterans, serv-
icemen, and future soldiers are protected by
the laws that govern our great Nation. We
have to ensure that they are taken care of.
They are courageous enough to defend, and
sometimes give their lives for the United
States. We should do what we can to honor
their bravery.

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) es-
timates that H.R. 3670 would not significantly
affect the TSA’s costs nor would enacting the
bill affect direct spending or revenues.

| strongly support our troops and the brave
men and women who have served in our
armed forces. After their honorable service
they should not have to face obstacles in find-
ing civilian employment due to their service.

We must do everything in our power to en-
sure Members of our Armed Services are dis-
criminated against based upon past, present,
or future military service. They have sacrificed
for their country and when they return to their
civilian life that sacrifice should be honored
not viewed as a negative. The federal govern-
ment should be a “model employer” under
USERRA, which is why H.R. 3670 is such a
vital piece of legislation. Again, | urge you to
honor the sacrifice of our troops.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Chairman, I am prepared to close.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3670 enjoys bipar-
tisan support of both the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs and the Committee
on Homeland Security and deserves the
support of the full House today.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KING of New York. It’s only be-
cause of the late hour—we have three
more pieces of vital legislation to pass
in the next 15 or 20 minutes—that I am
not speaking at length on this issue be-
cause it is so vital. I thank the gen-
tleman from Minnesota for it.

I urge Members to support the bill,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 3670, to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, TSA, to comply
with the Uniformed Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act.

The Uniformed Services Employment and
Reemployment Rights Act, USERRA, is in-
tended to ensure that persons who serve or
have served in the Armed Forces, Reserves,
National Guard or other uniformed services:
(1) are not disadvantaged in their civilian ca-
reers because of their service, (2) are prompt-
ly reemployed in their civilian jobs upon their
return from duty, and (3) are not discriminated
against in employment based on past,
present, or future military service.

Soon after the attacks of 9/11, TSA was
given USERRA exemption to allow the agency
to hire new employees without delay for air-
port screenings. USERRA protects service
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members so they are able to keep their job,
benefits, and seniority in their civilian job if
they are called up to Active Duty. TSA has
voluntarily adopted some USERRA provisions
for their employees, but TSA no longer re-
quires special hiring authorities that it required
when newly created. With more than 10,000
veterans among the agency’s employees,
counting for 20 percent of the Transportation
Security Officer workforce, TSA, like any other
federal agency, should be required to comply
with the same USERRA rules as other Federal
agencies and private employers.

With the month of May and National Military
Appreciation Month concluding, we must con-
tinue to appreciate and support our service
members by supporting this legislation. Our
veterans and servicemembers do not choose
our conflicts and we cannot allow employers
to punish them for their unrelenting dedication
to our nation’s freedom.

Mr. Speaker, requiring the Transportation
Security Administration to comply with the Uni-
formed Services Employment and Reemploy-
ment Rights Act is the right thing to. That is
why | strongly support H.R. 3670 and | urge
my colleagues to support our servicemembers
and veterans by supporting H.R. 3670.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KiING) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 3670.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

WMD INTELLIGENCE AND INFOR-
MATION SHARING ACT OF 2012

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 2764) to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to establish
weapons of mass destruction intel-
ligence and information sharing func-
tions of the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis of the Department of Home-
land Security and to require dissemina-
tion of information analyzed by the De-
partment to entities with responsibil-
ities relating to homeland security,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2764

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “WMD Intel-
ligence and Information Sharing Act of 2012”°.
SEC. 2. WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION INTEL-

LIGENCE AND INFORMATION SHAR-
ING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121 et
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 210G. WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IN-
TELLIGENCE AND INFORMATION
SHARING.

‘““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office of Intelligence
and Analysis of the Department of Homeland
Security shall—

‘(1) support homeland security-focused intel-
ligence analysis of terrorist actors, their claims,
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and their plans to conduct attacks involving
chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear
materials against the Nation,

“(2) support homeland security-focused intel-
ligence analysis of global biological threats, in-
cluding global infectious disease, public health,
food, agricultural, and veterinary issues,
through activities such as engagement of inter-
national partners;

“(3) support homeland security-focused visk
analysis and risk assessments of the homeland
security hazards described in paragraphs (1)
and (2) by providing relevant quantitative and
nonquantitative threat information;

‘“(4) leverage existing and emerging homeland
security intelligence capabilities and structures
to enhance prevention, protection, response,
and recovery efforts with respect to a chemical,
biological, radiological, or nuclear attack;

““(5) share information and provide tailored
analytical support on these threats to State,
local, and tribal authorities as well as other na-
tional biosecurity and biodefense stakeholders;
and

““(6) perform other responsibilities, as assigned
by the Secretary.

““(b) COORDINATION.—Where appropriate, the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis shall coordi-
nate with other relevant Department compo-
nents, others in the Intelligence Community, in-
cluding the National Counter Proliferation Cen-
ter, and other Federal, State, local, and tribal
authorities, including officials from high-threat
areas, and enable such entities to provide rec-
ommendations on optimal information sharing
mechanisms, including expeditious sharing of
classified information, and on how they can
provide information to the Department.

““(c) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this section
and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall re-
port to the appropriate congressional committees
on—

‘““(A) the intelligence and information sharing
activities under subsection (a) and of all rel-
evant entities within the Department to counter
the threat from weapons of mass destruction;
and

‘““(B) the Department’s activities in accordance
with relevant intelligence strategies.

“(2) ASSESSMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The
report shall include—

‘“(A) a description of methods established to
assess progress of the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis in implementing this section; and

““(B) such assessment.

““(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees’ means the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives and any
committee of the House of Representatives or the
Senate having legislative jurisdiction under the
rules of the House of Representatives or Senate,
respectively, over the matter concerned.

““(2) The term ‘Intelligence Community’ has
the meaning given that term in section 3(4) of
the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C.
401a(4)).

‘“(3) The term ‘national biosecurity and bio-
defense stakeholders’ means officials from the
Federal, State, local, and tribal authorities and
individuals from the private sector who are in-
volved in efforts to prevent, protect against, re-
spond to, and recover from a biological attack or
other phenomena that may have serious health
consequences for the United States, including
wide-scale fatalities or infectious disease out-
breaks.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of such Act is amended by
adding at the end of the items relating to such
subtitle the following:

“Sec. 210G. Weapons of mass destruction intel-
ligence and information shar-
ing.”.
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SEC. 3. DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ANA-
LYZED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO
STATE, LOCAL, TRIBAL, AND PRI-
VATE ENTITIES WITH RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES RELATING TO HOMELAND SE-
CURITY.

Section 201(d)(8) of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121(d)(8)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘and to agencies of State’’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘to State, local, tribal, and
private entities with such responsibilities, and,
as appropriate, to the public, in order to assist
in preventing, deterring, or responding to acts of
terrorism against the United States.””.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KING) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include any extraneous ma-
terial on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. KING of New York. I want to
commend Mr. MEEHAN, who is the
chairman of the Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism and Intelligence, for
his work on this matter.

This basically ensures that the intel-
ligence and analyses of chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, and nuclear
threats are a priority to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Again, because of the time con-
straints, I urge support for the meas-
ure, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2764 amends the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to ensure that intel-
ligence and analyses of chemical, biological,
radiological, and nuclear threats are a priority
for the Department of Homeland Security.

| would like to thank Representative MEE-
HAN, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism and Intelligence, for his work
on this matter.

This measure requires the DHS Office of In-
telligence and Analysis (1) to support home-
land security-focused intelligence analysis of
threats involving chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear materials and global
health hazards such as biothreats to food and
agriculture; (2) to provide relevant threat infor-
mation to partners; (3) to utilize existing home-
land security intelligence capabilities to en-
hance prevention, protection, response, and
recovery efforts with respect to a chemical, bi-
ological, radiological or nuclear attack; and (4)
to support and share information of these
threats with state, local, and tribal authorities.

| urge support for this measure.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012.
Hon. PETER T. KING,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost
estimate for H.R. 2764, the WMD Intelligence
and Information Sharing Act of 2011.

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them.
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The CBO staff contact is Mark Grabowicz,
who can be reached at 226-2860.
Sincerely,
DouGcLAS W. ELMENDORF,
Director.
Enclosure.

H.R. 2764—WMD Intelligence and Information
Sharing Act of 2011

CBO estimates that implementing H.R.
2764 would have no significant cost to the
federal government. Enacting the legislation
would not affect direct spending or revenues;
therefore, pay-as-you-go procedures do not
apply.

H.R. 2764 would direct the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS), through the Of-
fice of Intelligence and Analysis (OIA), to
undertake various activities to combat the
threat of weapons of mass destruction. Those
efforts would include assessments and anal-
yses of threats and the sharing of such re-
ports with federal, state, local, and tribal au-
thorities as well as other stakeholders. The
requirements of H.R. 2764 are similar to the
ongoing activities of OIA and other offices
within the department therefore, CBO esti-
mates that implementing the bill would not
significantly affect spending by DHS.

Because CBO does not provide estimates
for classified programs, this estimate ad-
dresses only the budgetary effects of unclas-
sified activities. It is possible there could be
costs to classified programs, but CBO does
not provide such estimates.

H.R. 2764 contains no intergovernmental or
private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would
impose no costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is
Mark Grabowicz. The estimate was approved
by Theresa Gullo, Deputy Assistant Director
for Budget Analysis.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2764, the WMD Intelligence and Infor-
mation Sharing Act of 2011.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would
strengthen information sharing at all
levels of government with regard to
chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear terrorist threats.

In the decade since the attacks on
September 11, 2001, concern about an
attack on U.S. soil with weapons of
mass destruction or dirty bombs have
come in sharper focus, specifically con-
cerns that terrorists and other rogue
actors may want to access loose nu-
clear materials from the former Soviet
Union or even weaponized biological
agents that originated from stockpiles
of now-toppled authoritarian regimes
have grown.

This bill also requires DHS to coordi-
nate with other components in the in-
telligence community and other Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal authori-
ties to provide recommendations on in-
formation sharing.

I would note for the record, Mr.
Speaker, that the committee approved,
on a bipartisan basis, the Pascrell
WMD bill earlier this month.

I look forward to seeing this meas-
ure, which was endorsed by a bipar-
tisan commission, considered on the
House floor in the very near future.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
Representative MEEHAN, who is chair of
the Subcommittee on Counterterror-
ism and Intelligence.

Mr. MEEHAN. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man. I thank you for yielding and I
thank you for your kind words, and I
thank the ranking member for his kind
words in support of this important
amendment.

I urge support for H.R. 2764, which
provides, as has been explained, impor-
tant guidance for the weapons of mass
destruction and intelligence sharing
functions of the Department of Home-
land Security.

Now, this work has been built on a
framework of important work, the
roots of which were set with former
Senators Bob Graham and Jim Talent,
who were charged by a previous Con-
gress just 2 years ago with establishing
the Weapons of Mass Destruction
Weapons Commission. They found that
unless decisive action was taken, it
was their prediction that a WMD at-
tack would occur somewhere in the
world by 2013.

I recently returned from the Middle
East, and one of the striking
takeaways from that trip was the
amount of chemical weapons which are
currently stockpiled in Syria. Similar
concerns have been expressed about
missing Libyan chemical weapons
stockpiles. And obviously the great
fear of all is that these weapons will
get into the hands of al Qaeda terror-
ists or others during times of great in-
stability.

We can’t also forget the world’s top
State sponsor of terrorism, Iran, which
has explicitly stated that it would use
nuclear weapons to ‘‘wipe Israel off the
map.”’

Al Qaeda has reportedly made efforts
to acquire what we call chemical, bio-
logical, radiological, and nuclear mate-
rials, or CBRN, to make weapons of
mass destruction in the past. Osama
bin Laden’s death should not create an
atmosphere of complacency. In fact,
with multiple affiliate networks
around the world targeting the U.S.
homeland and interests, it is important
that we remain as vigilant as ever. Al
Qaeda is now led by Ayman al-
Zawahiri, bin Laden’s longtime second
in command, and the possibility of a
WMD terrorist attack cannot be over-
stated.

The congressionally established
WMD Commission has been relentless
in its efforts to ensure that actions are
being taken to meet what they describe
as a very real threat. Congress must do
its part to ensure that the Nation is
meeting its WMD detection and pre-
vention responsibilities in a meaning-
ful and risk-based way.
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CBRN materials can be quite dif-

ficult to detect and to prevent, and the

danger they pose is unimaginable. This
bill will ensure sustained DHS commit-
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ment and facilitate the partnership
across the intelligence community,
other government partners, and with
the public.

I urge support for this bipartisan bill.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I urge passage of H.R. 2764.
Enactment of this measure will
strengthen the partnership between the
Department of Homeland Security and
our Nation’s first preventers against
one of the most vexing homeland secu-
rity threats: weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
Representative MEEHAN has spent a
great deal of time studying various
threats to the homeland, including al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, the
Pakistani Taliban, Hezbollah, and
Boko Haram. He fully understands the
threat to the U.S. homeland and why
this legislation is so vital.

I urge Members to support H.R. 2764,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H.R. 2764, “WMD In-
telligence and Information Sharing Act of
2011.” This legislation amends the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 would direct the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS), through
the Office of Intelligence and Analysis (OIA),
to undertake various activities to combat the
threat of weapons of mass destruction. Those
efforts would include assessments and anal-
yses of threats and the sharing of such reports
with federal, state, local, and tribal authorities.

While our intelligence community is strong
and sophisticated, it is made even more pow-
erful through the sharing of information be-
tween federal, state, and local officials as well
as across bureaus.

We are all working towards a common
goal—to keep the US and its citizens safe. In
order to ensure we are working with all of our
available resources and information, we must
continue to advance regulations that allow for
the sharing of information between our offi-
cials. This also includes ensuring that local
law enforcement officers across the nation are
trained to identify any potential threats and
contact the correct authorities.

A partnership between DHS analysts and
local law enforcement can enhance situational
awareness with respect to the threat of ter-
rorism to the millions of Americans who rely
on mass transit systems, including the threat
of an attack involving a weapon of mass de-
struction.

Mass transit systems across the world have
continually been a target for terrorist threats,
namely the 2004 terrorist attack on a packed
commuter train in Madrid, Spain that killed 191
people. There was also the suicide bombing
attack in London that left 50 dead in 2005.

While we have so far been fortunate to have
not had any incidents of terrorism in our mass
transit systems, we know of the threat planned
by al-Qaeda to commemorate the both anni-
versary of 9/11 by attacking US mass transit
systems. Thankfully, a Naval SEALS raid on
Osama bin Laden’s compound discovered and
thwarted this plot.

Past incidents that were looked over by fed-
eral authorizes have been resolved by local
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enforcement officers. It is imperative that they
continue to assist the efforts of the DHS and
that the DHS is open and accessible to these
officers via the communication of appropriate
information.

SHORT OVERVIEW OF BILL

H.R. 2764, “WMD Intelligence and Informa-
tion Sharing Act of 2011.”—amends the
Homeland Security Act of 2002 and would re-
quire the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) to:

(1) support homeland security-focused intel-
ligence analysis of terrorist actors, their
claims, and their plans to conduct attacks in-
volving chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear materials against the nation and of
global infectious disease, public health, food,
agricultural, and veterinary issues;

(2) support homeland security-focused risk
analysis and risk assessments of such home-
land security hazards by providing relevant
quantitative and non-quantitative threat infor-
mation;

(3) leverage homeland security intelligence
capabilities and structures to enhance preven-
tion, protection, response, and recovery efforts
with respect to a chemical, biological, radio-
logical, or nuclear attack; and

(4) share information and provide tailored
analytical support on these threats to state,
local, and tribal authorities as well as other na-
tional biosecurity and biodefense stakeholders.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
KiNG) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 2764, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

JAIME ZAPATA BORDER ENFORCE-
MENT SECURITY TASK FORCE
ACT

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 915) to establish a Border
Enforcement Security Task Force pro-
gram to enhance border security by
fostering coordinated efforts among
Federal, State, and local border and
law enforcement officials to protect
United States border cities and com-
munities from trans-national crime,
including violence associated with drug
trafficking, arms smuggling, illegal
alien trafficking and smuggling, vio-
lence, and kidnapping along and across
the international borders of the United
States, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 915

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Jaime Zapata
Border Enforcement Security Task Force Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PUR-
POSES.

Congress finds the following:
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