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state ratification of the Fort Belknap
Water Rights Compact. I look forward
to assisting the parties in moving this
Compact over the next hurdle—con-
gressional authorization.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 468—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE WITH RESPECT TO
CHILDHOOD STROKE AND RECOG-
NIZING MAY AS “NATIONAL PE-
DIATRIC STROKE AWARENESS
MONTH”

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr.
CASEY, and Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 468

Whereas a stroke, also known as a cerebro-
vascular accident, is an acute neurologic in-
jury that occurs when the blood supply to a
part of the brain is interrupted by a clot in
the artery or a burst of the artery;

Whereas a stroke is a medical emergency
that can cause permanent neurologic damage
or even death if not promptly diagnosed and
treated;

Whereas stroke occurs in approximately 1
out of every 4,000 live births, and the risk of
stroke from birth through age 18 is nearly 11
out of every 100,000 children per year;

Whereas an individual can have a stroke
before birth;

Whereas stroke is among the top 10 causes
of death for children in the United States;

Whereas between 20 percent and 40 percent
of children who suffer a stroke die as a re-
sult;

Whereas stroke recurs in 20 percent of chil-
dren who have experienced a stroke;

Whereas the death rate for children who
experience a stroke before the age of 1 year
is the highest out of all age groups;

Whereas the average time from onset of
symptoms to diagnosis of stroke is 24 hours,
putting many affected children outside the
window of 3 hours for the most successful
treatment;

Whereas between 50 and 85 percent of in-
fants and children who have a pediatric
stroke will have serious, permanent neuro-
logical disabilities, including paralysis, sei-
zures, speech and vision problems, and atten-
tion, learning, and behavioral difficulties;

Whereas those disabilities may require on-
going physical therapy and surgeries;

Whereas the permanent health concerns
and treatments resulting from strokes that
occur during childhood and young adulthood
have a considerable impact on children, fam-
ilies, and society;

Whereas very little is known about the
cause, treatment, and prevention of pediatric
stroke;

Whereas medical research is the only
means by which the citizens of the United
States can identify and develop effective
treatment and prevention strategies for pedi-
atric stroke; and

Whereas early diagnosis and treatment of
pediatric stroke greatly improves the
chances that the affected child will recover
and not experience a recurrence: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) acknowledges May as ‘‘National Pedi-
atric Stroke Awareness Month”’;

(2) urges the people of the United States to
support the efforts, programs, services, and
advocacy of organizations that work to en-
hance public awareness of childhood stroke;
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(3) supports the work of the National Insti-
tutes of Health in pursuit of medical
progress on the matter of pediatric stroke;
and

(4) urges continued coordination and co-
operation between government, researchers,
families, and the public to improve treat-
ments and prognoses for children who suffer
strokes.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  469—HON-
ORING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL
SPIRIT OF SMALL BUSINESS
CONCERNS IN THE UNITED
STATES DURING NATIONAL
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK, WHICH
BEGINS ON MAY 20, 2012

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Ms.
SNOWE, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr.
ENzI, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BROWN of Massa-
chusetts, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. AYOTTE,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. HAGAN,
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. MERKLEY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 469

Whereas the approximately 27,500,000 small
business concerns in the United States are
the driving force behind the Nation’s econ-
omy, creating 2 out of every 3 new jobs and
generating more than 50 percent of the Na-
tion’s non-farm gross domestic product;

Whereas small businesses are the driving
force behind the economic recovery of the
United States;

Whereas small businesses represent 99.7
percent of employer firms in the United
States;

Whereas small business concerns are the
Nation’s innovators, serving to advance
technology and productivity;

Whereas small business concerns represent
97.5 percent of all exporters and produce 31
percent of exported goods;

Whereas Congress established the Small
Business Administration in 1953 to aid, coun-
sel, assist, and protect the interests of small
business concerns in order to preserve free
and competitive enterprise, to ensure that a
fair proportion of the total Federal Govern-
ment purchases, contracts, and subcontracts
for property and services are placed with
small business concerns, to ensure that a fair
proportion of the total sales of government
property are made to such small business
concerns, and to maintain and strengthen
the overall economy of the United States;

Whereas every year since 1963, the Presi-
dent has designated a ‘‘National Small Busi-
ness Week” to recognize the contributions of
small businesses to the economic well-being
of the United States;

Whereas in 2012, National Small Business
Week will honor the estimated 27,200,000
small businesses in the United States;

Whereas the Small Business Administra-
tion has helped small business concerns by
providing access to critical lending opportu-
nities, protecting small business concerns
from excessive Federal regulatory enforce-
ment, helping to ensure full and open com-
petition for government contracts, and im-
proving the economic environment in which
small business concerns compete;

Whereas for more than 50 years, the Small
Business Administration has helped millions
of entrepreneurs achieve the American
dream of owning a small business, and has
played a key role in fostering economic
growth; and

Whereas the President has designated the
week beginning May 20, 2012, as ‘‘National
Small Business Week’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

S3331

(1) honors the entrepreneurial spirit of
small business concerns in the United States
during National Small Business Week, which
begins on May 20, 2012;

(2) applauds the efforts and achievements
of the owners and employees of small busi-
ness concerns, whose hard work and commit-
ment to excellence have made such small
business concerns a key part of the economic
vitality of the United States;

(3) recognizes the work of the Small Busi-
ness Administration and its resource part-
ners in providing assistance to entrepreneurs
and small business concerns; and

(4) recognizes the importance of ensuring
that—

(A) guaranteed loans, including microloans
and microloan technical assistance, for
start-up and growing small business con-
cerns, and venture capital, are made avail-
able to all qualified small business concerns;

(B) the management assistance programs
delivered by resource partners on behalf of
the Small Business Administration, such as
Small Business Development Centers, Wom-
en’s Business Centers, and the Service Corps
of Retired Executives, are provided with the
Federal resources necessary to provide in-
valuable counseling services to entre-
preneurs in the United States;

(C) the Small Business Administration
continues to provide timely and efficient dis-
aster assistance so that small businesses in
areas struck by natural or manmade disas-
ters can quickly return to business to keep
local economies alive in the aftermath of
such disasters;

(D) affordable broadband Internet access is
available to all people in the United States,
particularly people in rural and underserved
communities, so that small businesses can
use the Internet to make their operations
more globally competitive while boosting
local economies;

(E) regulatory relief is provided to small
businesses through the reduction of duplica-
tive or unnecessary regulatory requirements
that increase costs for small businesses; and

(F) leveling the playing field for con-
tracting opportunities remains a primary
focus, so that small businesses, particularly
minority-owned small businesses, can com-
pete for and win more of the $400,000,000,000
in contracts that the Federal Government
enters into each year for goods and services.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2113. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
resolution S. Res. 466, calling for the release
from prison of former Prime Minister of
Ukraine Yulia Tymoshenko; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

SA 2114. Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. WHITEHOUSE) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
3187, to amend the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act to revise and extend the user-
fee programs for prescription drugs and med-
ical devices, to establish user-fee programs
for generic drugs and biosimilars, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 2115. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 3187, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 2116. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 3187, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 2117. Mr. ROCKEFELLER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 3187, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.
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