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control. The average tuitions at 4-year
public universities rose by over 8 per-
cent last year, so costs are going up
even as student aid is going down.

A recent poll found that 75 percent of
Americans viewed college as
unaffordable. That can’t be something
that we allow to continue. People need
to have confidence that that ticket to
the middle class is there and that it’s
affordable. That’s why we, together,
have to find a way to avoid this dou-
bling of interest rates. For over 8 mil-
lion students in this country, Stafford
loans are a very critical resource, help-
ing them afford the cost of that college
education we all want them to get.

With the Federal Government now
borrowing money at close to 2 percent,
why are we asking middle class fami-
lies to pay 6.8 percent? These are not
grants. These are loans. They’ll be re-
paid. Let’s find a way to help our kids
and to help our parents.

———

AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, like my
colleagues in the House, I was home for
the last 2 weeks on our Easter break. It
continues to amaze me why we in Con-
gress do not listen to the American
people.

I represent the Third Congressional
District of North Carolina—the home
of Camp Lejeune Marine Base, Cherry
Point Marine Air Station, Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, and over 60,000
retired veterans. Not one person has
said to me that we need to stay in Af-
ghanistan. I'm not exaggerating, Mr.
Speaker. Everyone I saw and had a con-
versation with, when the issue of Af-
ghanistan came up, said, Get out. Get
out now.

That’s why I wanted to be on the
floor today, because the administration
keeps saying, Well, in 2014, in 2014.

Yesterday, when driving back to
D.C., I was listening to C-SPAN, and I
heard an interview with Secretary Pa-
netta and General Dempsey. I have a
lot of respect for both men, but it was
kind of vague when Secretary Panetta
said to the reporter who asked him our
plans for 2014, Well, you know, we’re
hoping that we can train the Afghans
to stabilize their own country.

Mr. Speaker, I say this respectfully:
That’s an iffy proposition at best.

In a recent Washington Post-ABC
News poll, only 30 percent of the Amer-
ican people say the war has been worth
fighting. The citizens of this country
are tired of sending their loved ones to
die for a country we have not been able
to change in a decade. I'll even go fur-
ther and say this: It has never changed
in the history of Afghanistan going
back to Alexander the Great. So why
are we still there? Again, people say,
Well, we’ve got to stabilize the coun-
try.

We can’t even stabilize America’s
economy.
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Sometimes it gets a little bit ridicu-
lous when I look at all the money being
spent overseas, particularly in a coun-
try like Afghanistan, and we say to the
people of eastern North Carolina and to
the people in the 50 States, We don’t
have money to fix your infrastructure;
but yet, Mr. Karzai, you corrupt leader,
we are proud to keep sending you $10
billion a month.

Talking about Mr. Karzai brings me
to an editorial written by Eugene Rob-
inson, a syndicated columnist, and it’s
titled, ‘‘Afghanistan and Indefensible
Costs.” I feel that Mr. Robinson, who
wrote this in 2010, could be writing it
right now in 2012, and it would have
even more meaning. I quote from Mr.
Karzai:

The time has come to reduce military op-
erations. The time has come to reduce the
presence of, you know, boots in Afghanistan
... to reduce the intrusiveness into the
daily Afghan life.

This is what President Karzai said to
the Washington Post. In his column in
2010 that he could be writing today, in
April 2012, this is what Mr. Robinson
said in response to Karzai:

All right then. Let’s save American lives
and a ton of money. Let’s oblige him.

Mr. Robinson, thank you.

I hope and pray that this Congress,
when we debate the DOD bill in May—
and we have amendments from both
sides saying that we must have a more
defined end to this involvement in Af-
ghanistan—that we will pass some of
these legislative amendments.

Mr. Speaker, I've got so many of
these posters. I've brought with me
today one of a tragic scene of a soldier,
marine, airman, Navy, whatever it
might be, in a coffin, going to his or
her grave. That brings me to my last
point: the ‘“Body of War,” which is a
production by Phil Donahue and Ellen
Spiro. I’'m going to be talking more
about this, because this young man is
paralyzed from his breast down, and
about what he has to go through to
live. This Congress needs to meet its
constitutional responsibility. Any
other involvement by our country
needs to be a declaration of war.

Mr. Robinson, thank you again.

And I close. God, please, God, please
continue to bless our men and women
in uniform, the families of our men and
women in uniform, the wounded and
their families. And God, please con-
tinue to bless America.

O 1030
GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise this morning with good news
and bad news.

This news comes by way of my home-
town newspaper, the Houston Chron-
icle, and I'm proud that they have
printed and published the news that
I'm about to share with the public. The
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bad news is that Mr. Yondell Johnson
was accosted and beaten on the streets
of Houston, Texas, simply because of
his race. This is bad news for anyone in
our great country, a country that be-
lieves in liberty and justice for all.

The good news, however, is they were
prosecuted and they were convicted in
a Federal court pursuant to the James
Byrd hate crime law, and I'm honored
to tell you that that law passed here in
this Congress in 2009 and was signed
into law. It is properly styled as the
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr.
Hate Crimes Prevention Act. It was
supported by many people and organi-
zations expressing goodwill. The
NAACP supported it, the ADL sup-
ported it, a good many Members of this
Congress supported it, and many others
supported this law. This law allowed
the prosecution to take place in a Fed-
eral court, when these three men would
have been charged in a State court, and
if convicted, faced misdemeanor
charges.

In this, the greatest country in the
world, no one should have to fear for
life or liberty simply because of who
you are, simply because of your race,
your ethnicity, your gender, your sexu-
ality. It shouldn’t happen in this coun-
try.

The truth is that in this case there
was some testimony with reference to
one of the defendants having dated a
person of African ancestry. There was
testimony that he did not appear to be
the kind of person that would be con-
sidered a white supremacist. But here
is another truth that we have to deal
with. The truth is that there is confu-
sion about the hate crime law. There’s
a misunderstanding. This law does not
allow you to impose dastardly deeds
upon persons simply because you are of
the same race as the person that you
are assaulting.

The truth is that if you assault and
target a person because of race, it
doesn’t matter what your race is, and
you are committing a hate crime. The
truth is that you can be of the same
race and commit a hate crime. The vic-
tim and the perpetrator can be of the
same race and you will still have a
hate crime. We need to rid ourselves of
this foolish notion that this law was
passed in some way to assault persons
who are of an ethnicity or a race that
we have traditionally, in this country,
found to be engaged in some of these
kinds of activities. It’s not targeted at
any given race; it’s targeted at people
who commit crimes against other peo-
ple simply because of who these people
are.

I remind you that an injustice
against any one of us is a threat to jus-
tice for every one of us, and we all have
a duty to make sure that we don’t send
out some silly notion that this law was
designed for one race of people. This
law was designed for every person who
would commit a hate crime against an-
other person.

So I'm saddened to say this morning
that the bad news is Mr. Johnson had
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