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(5) implores the Governments of Sudan and
South Sudan to refrain from any support of
proxy forces;

(6) urges the Government of Sudan and the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North
to allow civilians to leave Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile voluntarily and seek
refuge in more secure areas; and

(7) supports the current efforts of the
Obama Administration, working with part-
ners in the international community, to fa-
cilitate humanitarian access to affected
areas, to encourage all relevant parties to re-
turn to the negotiation table to reach agree-
ments associated with the conclusion of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement, to miti-
gate violence in the interim, and to allow
full humanitarian access.

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we proceed to the
immediate consideration en bloc of the
following resolutions, which were sub-
mitted earlier today: S. Res. 414, S.
Res. 415, and S. Res. 416.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the three resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate on any of those three
measures, and any statements related
to the resolutions be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, read as follows:
S. REs. 414

Commemorating the 125th anniversary of the
University of North Carolina at Pembroke

Whereas the University of North Carolina
at Pembroke (referred to in this preamble as
‘‘the University’’) was founded on March 7,
1887, in Robeson County, North Carolina by
an act of the General Assembly of North
Carolina;

Whereas the University, originally named
the Croatan Normal School, was created in
response to a petition from the Indian people
of Robeson County;

Whereas the University was founded for
the purpose of training American Indian
school teachers;

Whereas the University opened in the fall
of 1887 with 15 students and 1 teacher;

Whereas the University moved to its
present location in Pembroke, North Caro-
lina in 1909;

Whereas a 2-year program beyond high
school was added to the University in 1926;

Whereas the length of the program of col-
lege studies at the University was extended
to 4 years in 1939;

Whereas, in 1941, the General Assembly of
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State College for Indi-
ans;

Whereas, until 1953, the University was the
only State-supported 4-year college for Indi-
ans in the United States;

Whereas, in 1969, the General Assembly of
North Carolina changed the name of the Uni-
versity to Pembroke State University and
made the University a regional State univer-
sity that provided instruction at both the
undergraduate level and the graduate level;
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Whereas, in 1972, the General Assembly of
North Carolina established the 17-campus
University of North Carolina system and
made Pembroke State University 1 of the
constituent institutions of the system;

Whereas, on July 1, 1996, Pembroke State
University became the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke;

Whereas, today, approximately 6,000 stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds are enrolled
in 41 undergraduate programs and 17 grad-
uate programs at the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke; and

Whereas March 7, 2012, marks the 125th an-
niversary of the founding of the University
of North Carolina at Pembroke: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
the 125th anniversary of the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke.

S. RES. 415

Designating April 4, 2012, as ‘‘National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries Day”’

Whereas the National Association of Jun-
ior Auxiliaries and the members of the Na-
tional Association of Junior Auxiliaries pro-
vide valuable service and leadership opportu-
nities for women who wish to take an active
role in their communities;

Whereas the mission of the National Asso-
ciation of Junior Auxiliaries is to encourage
member chapters to render charitable serv-
ices that—

(1) are beneficial to the general public; and

(2) place a particular emphasis on pro-
viding for the needs of children; and

Whereas since the founding of the National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries in 1941, the
organization has provided strength and in-
spiration to women who want to effect posi-
tive change in their communities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 4, 2012, as ‘‘National
Association of Junior Auxiliaries Day’’;

(2) recognizes the great contributions made
by members of the National Association of
Junior Auxiliaries to their communities and
to the people of the United States; and

(3) especially commends the work of the
members of the National Association of Jun-
ior Auxiliaries to better the lives of children
in the United States.

S. RES. 416

Supporting the designation of April as
Parkinson’s Awareness Month

Whereas Parkinson’s disease is the second
most common neurodegenerative disease in
the United States, second only to Alz-
heimer’s disease;

Whereas there is inadequate comprehen-
sive data on the incidence and prevalence of
Parkinson’s disease, as of 2011, it is esti-
mated that the disease affects from 500,000 to
1,500,000 people in the United States;

Whereas although research suggests the
cause of Parkinson’s disease is a combina-
tion of genetic and environmental factors,
the exact cause and progression of the dis-
ease is still unknown;

Whereas there is no objective test for Par-
kinson’s disease, and the rate of misdiag-
nosis can be high;

Whereas symptoms of Parkinson’s disease
vary from person to person and include trem-
ors, slowness, difficulty with balance, swal-
lowing, chewing, speaking, rigidity, cog-
nitive problems, dementia, mood disorders,
such as depression and anxiety, constipation,
skin problems, and sleep disruptions;

Whereas medications mask some symp-
toms of Parkinson’s disease for a limited
amount of time each day, often with dose-
limiting side effects;

Whereas ultimately the medications and
treatments lose their effectiveness, gen-

March 29, 2012

erally after 4 to 8 years, leaving the person
unable to move, speak, or swallow;

Whereas there is no cure, therapy, or drug
to slow or halt the progression of Parkin-
son’s disease; and

Whereas increased education and research
are needed to help find more effective treat-
ments with fewer side effects and, ulti-
mately, an effective treatment or cure for
Parkinson’s disease: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of April as
Parkinson’s Awareness Month;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Parkin-
son’s Awareness Month;

(3) continues to support research to find
better treatments, and eventually, a cure for
Parkinson’s disease;

(4) recognizes the people living with Par-
kinson’s who participate in wvital clinical
trials to advance knowledge of the disease;
and

(56) commends the dedication of local and
regional organizations, volunteers, and mil-
lions of Americans across the country work-
ing to improve the quality of life of persons
living with Parkinson’s disease and their
families.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 5

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 5) to improve patient access to
health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system.

Mr. REID. I now ask for a second
reading, but I object to my own re-
quest. The reason I am doing this is to
place the bill on the calendar under
rule XIV.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read the second time
on the next legislative day.

———

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that on Thursday,
March 29, through Monday, April 16,
the majority leader, Senator WEBB, and
Senator ROCKEFELLER be authorized to
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that notwithstanding the upcoming re-
cess or adjournment, the President of
the Senate, the President pro tempore
of the Senate, and the majority and
minority leaders be authorized to make
appointments to commissions, commit-
tees, boards, conferences, or inter-
parliamentary conferences authorized
by law, by concurrent action of the two
Houses, or by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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