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them anyway because Americans need
to know there are some things we
could do about this issue. We could ac-
tually have an impact on high gas
prices right here in Congress. They
need to hear us debate these ideas, and
they need to know Democratic leaders
in the Senate will not even allow a
vote on any of these ideas.

This whole episode is completely un-
acceptable. Hopefully, at some point, a
number of Democrats will recognize
this—will recognize that this should be
about more than political games. We
ought to actually try to accomplish
something.

This issue affects real people. For
them, it is an urgent matter. Demo-
crats should summon the same urgency
in dealing with it. We were sent here to
solve problems, not to hide from them.

——
KENTUCKY BASKETBALL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
something very special in the world of
sports is happening in the Common-
wealth of Kentucky.

Kentucky is well known as the home
of the Kentucky Derby, often called
the greatest 2 minutes in sports. But
this coming Saturday, March 31, we
will witness one of the greatest mo-
ments in Kentucky sports history. Two
of the most storied and winningest pro-
grams in all of college basketball, the
University of Louisville and the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, will meet this
Saturday in the 2012 NCAA Tour-
nament Final Four. The two teams will
face off in a semifinals game in New
Orleans, and the winner of that game
will contest for the national champion-
ship next Monday night.

In my State of Kentucky, the rivalry
between UofLL and UK is indeed a pas-
sionate one. From birth, it seems, Ken-
tuckians are raised to root for one of
these two teams; you either wear red
for the Louisville Cardinals or blue for
the Kentucky Wildcats. The two teams
boast two legendary coaches, Rick
Pitino and John Calipari. The teams
have met every year since 1983, and
they have met in the NCAA tour-
nament four times in the past—most
recently in the Mideast Regionals way
back in 1984. Between them, they have
24 visits to the Final Four. But never
have these two teams faced each other
in the Final Four with the stakes so
high. If the excitement and frenzy and
turbulence that has been stirred up in
Kentucky could be harnessed, we could
solve our energy crisis. Basketball fans
from Kentucky have been waiting their
whole lives for this game.

On Saturday, we will prove that
these two schools have the best rivalry
in all of college basketball and that the
Commonwealth of Kentucky is the best
college basketball State in the Nation.

Let me say that again so my friends
in North Carolina can hear it. UofL and
UK have the best rivalry in all of col-
lege basketball, and the Common-
wealth of Kentucky is the best college
basketball State in the Nation.
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But only one team can win on Satur-
day.

I am actually an alumnus of both
schools. I attended the University of
Louisville as an undergraduate, and I
went to law school at the University of
Kentucky.

I don’t know who will win Saturday’s
game, but whoever the winner is will
go on to defeat either Kansas or Ohio
State and bring the national champion-
ship back home to Kentucky where it
belongs. So count me in with my fellow
Kentuckians and college basketball
fans everywhere as we tune in this Sat-
urday to see history in the making. It
is going to be really exciting to watch.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

—————

IMPOSING A MINIMUM EFFECTIVE

TAX RATE FOR HIGH-INCOME
TAXPAYERS—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the motion to proceed to S. 2230, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 339 (S.
2230) a bill to reduce the deficit by imposing
a minimum effective tax rate for high-in-
come taxpayers.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 5 p.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first 30 min-
utes, the majority controlling the sec-
ond 30 minutes, the majority control-
ling the time from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., and
the time from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. to be
controlled by the Republicans.

The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to engage in
colloquy with a number of my col-
leagues for the next 30 minutes.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

HEALTH CARE

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, 1
come to the floor today, as I have over
the last 2 years since the health care
law was passed, with a doctor’s second
opinion. I do that as someone who has
practiced medicine and taken care of
families across the country—primarily
in Wyoming—for a quarter of a cen-
tury, listening to them, trying to care
for them, and knowing that what the
American people want is the care they
need, a doctor they want, at a price
they can afford.

During the last 2 years since the
health care law was passed, the Amer-
ican public has found out that now that
it has passed, they get to know what is
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in it, they don’t like what they are see-
ing. Instead of providing patients with
the care they need from the doctor
they want and at a cost they can af-
ford, they are seeing time and time
again a significant change and the
promises the President has made bro-
ken.

I am here with my colleagues to talk
about some of these concerns. I see the
Senator from Arizona, who has heard
the promises made. I know that when
he goes to townhall meetings and talks
to people, they have found out that the
costs they were promised would go
down have gone up instead. The oppor-
tunity of patients to keep the care
they want and the doctor they want—
they are not able to do that. Is that
what the Senator from Arizona has
been finding?

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, I
thank my colleague for his continued
leadership on this issue and his emi-
nent qualifications to address it and
help educate the American people
about what is at stake.

I think this colloquy we are having
has to be considered in the context of
the arguments before the U.S. Supreme
Court. I think my colleague from
South Carolina, Senator GRAHAM, will
mention that we should not draw too
many conclusions from the questions
that are asked by the Justices of the
Supreme Court.

One of the things I find when I watch
the talk shows—and I ask the Senator
from Wyoming this—the first thing
they say is that the most important
thing about ObamaCare is that parents
can keep their children on their health
insurance plan until they reach age 26.
Well, you know, I think all four of us
right now would be glad to put that
into law as an amendment in a New
York minute. If they want to keep
their children home living in the base-
ment until they are 30, that is fine. But
for that to be the centerpiece, saying
that this is why we have to preserve
ObamacCare, is, of course, a bad joke.

What we are arguing about here is
the thousands of pages—I guess the
Senator from Wyoming knows—is it
100,000 pages of regulations that have
been already issued to try to imple-
ment this plan?

Mr. BARRASSO. Yes.

Mr. McCAIN. Also, we have promised
to repeal and replace ObamaCare, de-
pending on not only the Supreme Court
decision but the will of the people as
expressed, perhaps, next November.

Of the areas that I think we have not
focused enough attention on, one is the
unsavory process that resulted in pas-
sage of this legislation—behind closed
doors and everybody at Blair House
bludgeoning the AMA and the pharma-
ceuticals and the deals that were cut
here.

Another area was a promise made by
the President that he would consider—
it wasn’t committed to, I will admit—
medical malpractice reform. And here
we are talking about 20 to 30 percent of
the health care costs in America
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