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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
San Mateo City Councilmember John Lee as
he ends his 12 years of service to the people
of San Mateo. John was first elected to the
city council in 1999 and was re-elected by
substantial margins in both 2003 and 2007.
He is a 28-year resident of San Mateo and
has been actively involved in public affairs on
the San Francisco Peninsula for many dec-
ades.

John Lee served the residents of San Mateo
County as a Board Member and Chair of the
San Mateo County Transportation Authority.
The authority makes tough choices about how
to spend taxpayer money on public road and
transit improvements. In his role on the au-
thority, John voted on public improvements
that speed the travel of millions of county and
regional residents, annually. It takes a savvy
board member to rank projects according to
their merit and to resist the temptation to sim-
ply cast a vote to please a special interest.
John had no trouble saying “yes” to the
public’s interest in all the votes that he cast.

Over several decades, John has been vig-
orous in community affairs as an active mem-
ber of at least two Chambers of Commerce:
Redwood City and San Mateo. Quite unusu-
ally for a person who also had a growing busi-
ness, John Lee found time to serve as Presi-
dent of both Chambers of Commerce during
his service on their boards. In his community
service and private sector public policy posi-
tions, John worked on legislative affairs and
membership development, and he could al-
ways be relied upon to work well with my of-
fice and those of any elected official.

John is a 31-year member of the San Mateo
Rotary Club and has been a board member of
Jobs for Youth and the American Heart Asso-
ciation. He has been a passionate advocate
for housing the less fortunate in San Mateo
County, and in his job as councilmember he
has served as the city’s liaison to Housing Our
People Effectively (HOPE). He can be counted
on to attend any groundbreaking for affordable
housing, and has spoken forcefully about the
need to house teachers, firefighters, clerks,
and others who need affordable shelter, during
his public and private sector service.

As a past board member of the San Mateo
County Economic Development Association
(SAMCEDA), John helped this public policy
group nurture San Mateo County’s entrepre-
neurial culture. He also was a cofounder of
Telogy, a high technology company. Telogy
eventually employed 450 persons with John
serving as Senior Vice President of Oper-
ations prior to his retirement.

There are many characteristics of John Lee
that mark him as a man of quite greatness,
but | must close my remarks by noting John’s
devotion to this Nation through his 22 years in
the United States Marine Corps. John served
in both the Korean and Vietnam wars. He
rarely raises his distinguished service to this
Nation, but you can learn all that you need to
learn about his devotion to America by watch-
ing him while he says the pledge of allegiance
and listens to the Star Spangled Banner. A
handful of people feel these moments so
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deeply that their eyes tear up. John is one of
these amazing few.

With honor, in dignity, and at many times
with valor, John Lee has served his fellow citi-
zens over decades that spanned two cen-
turies. Like other Americans who are local he-
roes, John Lee will be remembered as a
strong, articulate man who exemplifies this
Nation’s quiet courage and great resourceful-
ness in the face of all challenges. | salute him
upon his latest retirement, this time from the
City Council of the City of San Mateo, Cali-
fornia.

Mr. Speaker, let us always remember John
Lee. America has been built by him, and by
other men and women like him, who preserve
this nation’s liberty through their daily exam-
ples of duty to God, country and community.
We are all greatly blessed by the contributions
of retiring city councilmember John Lee, an
American in heart and soul.

————
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to commemorate the
80th anniversary of the Neighborhood Boys
and Girls Club of Chicago, a local organization
that promotes leadership and scholarship for
boys and girls between the ages of 6 and 18.

In the autumn of 1931, Robert Buehler and
Richard Valentin had their very first event, a
football game involving local children that
ended in a 13-13 tie. While watching the
game, the spirit and teamwork of the partici-
pants showed the two founders that this orga-
nization could be a positive force for change.
Since then, the club has been a staple of the
Homer Park neighborhood. It currently serves
over 1200 children each year, building char-
acter, cultivating leadership and encouraging
teamwork.

The NBGC mainly achieves these goals
through sports, academics and art. Within the
floor hockey, basketball, baseball, volleyball
and other sports programs, every child plays
in every game, enjoying a positive and en-
couraging atmosphere and learning to provide
the same for their teammates.

Additionally, the NBGC has fostered an ex-
tensive volunteer and parent network. The
coaches, teachers and mentors provide the
club with the engine to power the vehicle of
growth and learning that children in the area
have enjoyed for generations. They have led
by example that it truly takes a village to raise
a child.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
congratulate the Neighborhood Boys and Girls
Club for 80 years of nurturing strong values in
Chicago’s youth, as well as developing a
strong community throughout the area. | wish
them even greater success in the years to
come.
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3630,
MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND
JOB CREATION ACT OF 2012
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Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of a provision in H.R. 3630 that
will help ensure a competitive, creative, and
consumer-friendly wireless marketplace. As
more and more Americans use mobile devices
to surf the web and communicate with others,
it is imperative that they have a choice of pro-
viders that have sufficient spectrum to meet
these growing demands. Because H.R. 3630
gives the FCC authority to hold voluntary in-
centive auctions of broadcast spectrum, it is
important to ensure that there is no question
about the Commission’s authority to adopt and
enforce rules of general applicability con-
cerning spectrum aggregation that promote
competition. Fortunately, the H.R. 3630 con-
ferees included a provision that specifically
confirms that authority. As an exception to a
provision in the bill that prohibits the FCC from
preventing persons from participating in auc-
tions, this savings clause gives the FCC the
flexibility to adopt spectrum rules in the man-
ner that most effectively promotes competi-
tion—in connection with a particular auction or
otherwise. | commend the conferees for in-
cluding this provision.

—
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Richard Luke
Lanning. Richard is a very special young man
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314,
and earning the most prestigious award of
Eagle Scout.

Richard has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Richard has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Rich-
ard has also contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Richard Luke Lanning for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

—————
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Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Sister William Eileen Dunn, a dear friend who
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