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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable Tom
UDALL, a Senator from the State of
New Mexico.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by the
Reverend Dr. Costa G. Christo, senior
pastor of the St. George Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral in Philadelphia, PA.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us bow our heads in prayer.

Be mindful of and protect, O Lord,
these United States of America, our
civil authorities, our Armed Forces by
land, sea, and air, and all who reside
and find shelter and refuge in this
country from sea to shining sea, be-
cause ‘‘blessed is that Nation whose
God is the Lord.”

During these times of economic in-
stability at home and across the globe,
give us hope, restore order to our inner
chaos, and strengthen our faith, be-
cause You are the God of all possibili-
ties, sound judgment, stability, new be-
ginnings, moderation, prudence, jus-
tice, and everlasting love, mercy,
peace, and compassion. Enable our Na-
tion—the land of the free and the home
of the brave, one nation under God, in-
divisible, with liberty and justice for
all—to be the example par excellence
for all civilizations under the heavens.

Furthermore, let our esteemed Sen-
ators be Your instruments to bless our
Nation and the entire world; for to You
belong the kingdom, the power, and the
glory, forevermore. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ToM UDALL led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. INOUYE).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 16, 2012.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ToM UDALL, a Senator
from the State of New Mexico, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

DANIEL K. INOUYE,
President pro tempore.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon
assumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Following leader remarks,
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business for 1 hour. The majority
will control the first half, the Repub-
licans the second half. Following morn-
ing business, the Senate will resume
consideration of the surface transpor-
tation bill.

Mr. President, we are doing our ut-
most to work through the matters we
still have to do in the Senate. We have
pending now a cloture motion on the
surface transportation bill. That time
will ripen tomorrow morning an hour
after we come in. Following that, there
is a vote on a person from New York
who desires to be a Federal judge.

We will notify all Members when the
conference report is scheduled in the
House, and we will do it over here as

quickly as we can. We are going to see
if things can be expedited, but it ap-
pears that we will be in at least for to-
morrow. I hope we don’t have to be in
longer than that, but it all depends on
when the House completes the work on
the conference report. That is not
scheduled yet.

————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2111

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there is a
bill at the desk due for a second read-
ing. It is S. 2111.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2111) to enhance punishment for
identity theft and other violations of data
privacy and security.

Mr. REID. I object to any further
proceedings with respect to this bill at
this time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will
be placed on the calendar.

Mr. REID. I ask the Chair
nounce the business of the day.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Under the previous order,
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business for 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees, with the ma-
jority controlling the first half and the
Republicans controlling the final half.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

to an-
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