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and training occurred at Langley, Virginia, the
space capsule was built by McDonnell Doug-
las in St. Louis, rocket development at Hunts-
ville, Alabama, medical examinations at the
Lovelace Clinic in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
and Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Day-
ton, Ohio, the Altas rocket was built by Gen-
eral Dynamics in San Diego, and rocket
launches occurred at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Tom Wolfe described the astronauts in “The
Right Stuff” as if they were single combat war-
riors, our best against their best and they were
worshiped as heroes even before the battle for
they were sure to die. With a successful
splashdown off Gran Turk Island, John Glenn
in Friendship 7 had reached speeds of over
18,000 miles an hour, and in 4 hours 55 min-
utes and 23 seconds became the first Amer-
ican to orbit the Earth and rocketed the Nation
back into the space race and took a vital step
on man’s journey to the moon. The Post Of-
fice issued the first stamp depicting a manned
spacecraft. Sales of Tang, the orange flavored
powdered soft drink, went through the roof
when advertised as first used by Astronaut
John Glenn. The number one song was “Duke
of Earl” by Gene Chandler—West Side Story
was playing in theaters. A television situation
comedy, “I Dream of Jeannie” with Barbara
Eden and Astronaut Larry Hagman was soon
on the air.

John Glenn’s incomparable life of service
began as a Marine Corps fighter pilot flying
the F4U Corsair in the South Pacific in World
War Il and the FOF Panther and F-86 Sabre-
jet in Korea. In 1957, as part of Project Bullet,
he made the first supersonic transcontinental
flight from California to New York in an F8U
Crusader. In 1974 he became a U.S. Senator
from Ohio and served for 24 years. In 1997,
John Glenn announced his retirement from the
Senate stating that there was no cure for the
common birthday. Nonetheless, in 1998, he
returned to space aboard the Space Shuttle
Discovery STS-95 at age 77 to study the ef-
fects of space flight on seniors. He worked to
establish the John Glenn School of Public Af-
fairs at the Ohio State University and he
served as Chairman of the National Commis-
sion on Math and Science Teaching for the
21st Century. Recently, he and Astronauts
Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and Michael Col-
lins were awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal.

Project Mercury, followed by Projects Gem-
ini and Apollo, were the stepping stones to ex-
traordinary and monumental accomplishment.
America began a new age that day 50 years
ago and we were all together. John Glenn, a
hero in war, a hero in peace, remains an
American hero and legend in our hearts. Once
upon a time he helped unify a Nation and led
us into the future. Congratulations to John and
Annie Glenn.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today to honor the achievement of the boys
basketball team from my high school and
hometown, my Collinsville Kahoks. On Janu-
ary 21st of this year, the Kahoks recorded
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their 2000th victory, becoming only the second
team in lllinois and the third in the country to
reach this great milestone.

This achievement is the result of the com-
bined efforts of more than one hundred years
of Collinsville players, coaches, and families.
These are today’s Collinsville Kahoks: Jaris
Wellmaker, J'Vaughn Williams, Jacob Shaffer,
Falando Wilkinson, Briley Kellison, Jared
Blasingame, Chris Mathes, Devonta Crochrell,
Daryn Foster, Jason Kusnerick, Travis
Dunnette, Tanner Houck, Caleb Johnson,
Sean Davis, Kelyn Conner, and Coaches
Darin Lee and Eric Anderson.

These players and coaches have proven
beyond a doubt that they can uphold our tradi-
tion of success, a tradition forged by past
players such as Bob Bone, who set the all-
time scoring record at the University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis and also coached the Kahoks
for twenty years, and other players such as
Kevin Stallings, who went on to play at Purdue
and now serves as head coach at Vanderbilt
University.

But the one man most responsible for our
tradition of excellence was the legendary
coach of the Kahoks for thirty-three years, the
late Vergil Fletcher. In his tenure, Coach
Fletcher amassed 747 victories, leading the
team to twenty conference championships and
two State titles, one of which included an
undefeated season. Coach Fletcher was an
excellent coach and an exemplary role model,
and we can only imagine how proud he would
be today. May we all find the same measure
of success.

And so once more | congratulate my Col-
linsville Kahoks, and | extend my gratitude to
all those who helped make this achievement
possible. | wish them continued good fortune
in their future endeavors.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MR. JIM CAVANAUGH
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Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career and achievements of Mr. Jim
Cavanaugh, President of the South Central
Federation of Labor (SCFL), as he retires from
his esteemed position after 25 years of serv-
ice.

For the past three decades, Jim Cavanaugh
has guided the local progressive labor move-
ment with an unwavering hand. Jim’s tenure is
underscored with victories, such as the strike
for sick pay against Aramark Laundry in 1999,
and his place in labor’s history was solidified
this month one year ago, when he worked tire-
lessly to help unite hundreds of thousands of
Wisconsinites in solidarity against the repeal
of collective bargaining rights. His ability to
rise above petty disputes and remain focused
on the task at hand resulted in a tremendously
successful career.

As President of SCFL, an organization for
labor unions in Dane, Dodge, Sauk, Columbia,
Jefferson and lowa counties that represents
over 100 labor organizations and more than
45,000 workers, Jim helped bring the strug-
gles of Midwest workers to the forefront of po-
litical discussions. Jim recognized the impor-
tance of advocating on behalf of all workers
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and, in 2001, SCFL was recognized as one of
the first fourteen central labor councils in the
nation to fully achieve the goals of the AFL-
CIO Union City program. As a member of the
Union City program, SCFL advocates on be-
half of both unionized and non-unionized
workers to make our community one that pro-
vides a living wage and good benefits. Jim
also helped expand the role of SCFL by forg-
ing new partnerships with existing labor
groups like Madison Teachers Inc. (MTI) and
reaching out to underserved counties.

Jim cherishes the value of education and
understands the need for a highly educated
workforce. To help bridge the gap between
labor and education, Jim began a vital rela-
tionship with the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son’s Student Labor Action Coalition (SLAC).
For fifteen years, Jim also served on Madison
College’s (MATC) board in various capacities
and was even nominated for the statewide
Board Member of the Year award in 2008. Jim
always recognized that a better educated
workforce and community was directly cor-
related to a strong labor movement.

Furthermore, Jim worked to strengthen the
local labor community by emphasizing the im-
portance of building labor’s diversity. In 1999,
Jim began outreach to a plethora of faith-
based communities which eventually led to the
creation of the Interfaith Coalition for Worker
Justice (ICWJ). And as an early and staunch
supporter of the immigrant worker movement,
Jim successfully organized and fought back
after two dozen Latino custodians were fired
over questions related to their immigration sta-
tus, helping to secure a significant settlement
for the workers.

From advocating for an increased minimum
wage to organizing and mobilizing union vot-
ers, it is nearly impossible to mention every-
thing Jim has accomplished in the past 25
years; it is even harder to overstate the posi-
tive impact he has had on our community. It
is without a doubt that Jim’s work has bettered
the lives of countless workers in Wisconsin,
the Midwest, and across our great nation.
Today, we join together in solidarity to honor
Mr. Jim Cavanaugh for his 25 years of fear-
less leadership of the South Central Federa-
tion of Labor. May Jim’s unwavering dedica-
tion, vision, and lifelong commitment to work-
er’s rights serve as an inspiration for all of us.

——

PROTECTING INVESTMENT IN OIL
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AND RESOURCE SECURITY ACT
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration in the bill (H.R. 3408) to set
clear rules for the development of United
States oil shale resources, to promote shale
technology research and development, and
for other purposes:

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chair, | rise in opposition to
H.R. 3408, the so-called “PIONEERS Act.”
The Republican majority is bringing this bill to
the floor under a procedural charade that has
us voting on three separate bills that will magi-
cally become a transportation bill at some
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