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just Christians, they were ordained
Christian ministers. But they believed
in freedom so strongly that they were
willing to fight and die for the spiritual
freedom of all people in this country.

And a Constitution was put together
and followed by a Bill of Rights, and it
said what it meant, but it took a long
time for it to be applied across racial
bounds. It should have been clear. It’s
not a living, breathing document, but
it says what it means, and it means
that all people should have those rights
under the Bill of Rights, that we were
all created equal in God’s eyes. The
Founders believed that.

The churches were the heart and soul
of the abolitionist movement to do
away with that horrible evil called
slavery. People 1like John Quincy
Adams, 16, 17 years down the hall, Stat-
uary Hall, after he was defeated for a
second term as President, beseeching,
preaching against the evils of slavery,
inspired by what he knew from William
Wilberforce as a Christian in the
United Kingdom doing the same thing
before him.

Abraham Lincoln, inspired by that
overlapping time with John Quincy
Adams, down the hall, because of his
Christian beliefs and faith. If anybody
doubts his belief, what motivated that
man, go read the second inaugural ad-
dress on the inside of the north wall of
the Lincoln Memorial, as he tried to
make sense, as a Christian, spiritually,
about all the injustice and wrongs and
death and suffering in America.

The movement for women’s equality
involved women of great faith. The
civil rights movement, the greatest
saint of the movement was a man who
was an ordained Christian minister,
who knew in his heart what Jesus had
done for him, and he wanted all people
to have liberty equally together, and
be judged by the content of their char-
acter, not the color of their skin.

And now, it appears, war is being
waged like never before on people of
biblical Christian beliefs. You wonder
what some of the Founders had to say.
Samuel Adams was one of the strong-
est Christians alive during the Revolu-
tion. He was inspirational.

“How strangely will the tools of a ty-
rant pervert the plain meaning of
words!” Samuel Adams, that devout,
strong Christian said, his wonderful
quote inspired by his faith.

And he said:

If you love wealth better than liberty, the
tranquility of servitude than the animating
contest of freedom, go from us in peace. We
seek not your counsel nor your arms. Crouch
down and lick the hands that feed you. May
your chains sit lightly upon you, and may
posterity forget that you were our country-
men.

These are people of faith who be-
lieved in liberty that started this
place. And to have courts saying you
can’t say the word ‘“God” in invoca-
tion, benediction—we start every day
with a prayer in this Chamber, and
have for centuries.
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But we go back and finish with this.
The speech of Benjamin Franklin that
we have from his own handwriting. So
what he said, 1787, late June, 1787, when
nearly 5 weeks had gone by and they’d
accomplished virtually nothing, and he
pointed out that they had accom-
plished virtually nothing, that they
had more ‘‘nos” than ‘“‘ayes’” on vir-
tually every vote.

And he went on to say:

In this situation of this Assembly, groping
as it were in the dark to find political truth,
and scarce able to distinguish it when pre-
sented to us, how has it happened, Sir, that
we have not hitherto once thought of hum-
bly applying to the Father of Lights to illu-
minate our understandings? In the beginning
of the contest with Great Britain, when we
were sensible of danger, we had daily prayer
in this room.

That was Independence Hall. This
great, brilliant man, who most of us
were taught was a Deist, went on to
say:

Our prayers, Sir, were heard, and they were
graciously answered.

That’s not a Deist.

All of us who were engaged in the struggle
must have observed frequent instances of a
superintending providence in our favor.

I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the
longer I live, the more convincing proofs I
see of this truth—that God governs in the af-
fairs of men.

Now, the judges in this country,
there are those who would say, he
shouldn’t be able to give that speech.
He just mentioned the ‘“G” word. Yet,
it was what inspired people, these kind
of speeches.

He said:

And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His notice, is it possible an empire
could rise without His aid?

We have been assured, Sir, in the sacred
writings, that ‘‘except the Lord build the
House, they labour in vain that build it.” I
also firmly believe, without His concurring
aid, we shall succeed in our political building
no better than the Builders of Babel: We
shall be confounded by our local partial in-
terests and we ourselves shall become a by-
word down through the ages.

He went on to say he believed they
should start every day with prayer.

He was followed by Randolph from
Virginia, who basically pointed out
that here we are at the end of June, we
are about to celebrate our anniversary,
let’s all go to church together, hear a
sermon together, which they did, the
reformed Calvinist Lutheran Church.
They all went to church and heard a
sermon together. They came back in a
new spirit, and gave us the Constitu-
tion, and gave us the Bill of Rights
after that.

How in the world can a Federal Gov-
ernment that came from those roots
begin to declare war on Christians, and
Catholic Christians now? Beware, be-
ware. The Federal Government that
can declare war on Catholic Christian
faith may be after your faith next.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

February 2, 2012

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 588. An act to redesignate the
Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge as the
Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife
Refuge.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 3, 2012, at 9
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4801. A letter from the Acting Director,
Policy Issuances Division, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Classes of Poultry [Docket No.:
FSIS-2007-0048] (RIN: 0583-AC83) received
January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4802. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Lists of Regions Classified With Re-
spect to Certain Animal Diseases and States
Approved To Receive Certain Imported
Horses [Docket No.: APHIS-2009-0035] (RIN:
0579-AD05) received January 10, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

4803. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Bacillus subtilis strain CX-
9060; Exemption from the Requirement of a
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0104; FR1.-9330-
9] received January 11, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4804. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a
report on transactions involving U.S. exports
to Hong Kong pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as
amended; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4805. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Federal Home
Loan Bank Housing Goals: Mortgage Report-
ing Amendments (RIN: 2590-AA48) received
January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4806. A letter from the Executive Sec-
retary, National Labor Relations Board,
transmitting the Board’s final rule — Rep-
resentation-Case Procedures (RIN: 3142-
AA08) received January 3, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

4807. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Department of Energy,
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