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Now more than ever, most Repub-

licans are content with cutting off the 
unemployment insurance and raising 
taxes on millions of middle class Amer-
icans while refusing to raise taxes on 
the richest 1 percent. The unemploy-
ment rates for the month of October in 
my congressional district of Union, 
Essex, and Hudson Counties in New 
Jersey are between nine and 10 percent, 
which is above the national average. If 
Congress does not act by the end of 
this year, 2.2 million unemployed 
workers, including my constituents, 
will lose their unemployment insur-
ance benefits by February 2012. 

When times could not get any tough-
er, Republicans also refuse to extend 
the payroll tax cut holiday enacted 
earlier this year that gave virtually all 
working Americans a much needed tax 
cut. Failing to extend the payroll tax 
cut will strip over $120 billion from the 
pockets of consumers. We must act 
now and extend the unemployment in-
surance and payroll tax cuts. 

f 

b 1230 

EXPIRATION OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHU. Dawn, a single mother of 
two, spends every day looking for a job. 
After 20 years working in human re-
sources, she was laid off in July; and 
now, the only thing paying her heat 
and electricity bills, the only thing 
putting food on the table, is her modest 
unemployment benefit. 

In just 35 days and counting, her safe-
ty net will be pulled away if Congress 
fails to act. If we don’t extend emer-
gency unemployment benefits when 
they expire, by mid-February, 2.1 mil-
lion Americans will have their benefits 
cut off. And by the end of the year, 6 
million will be without this critical 
lifeline. 

Today one out of every 11 Americans 
is out of work. Congress has never al-
lowed unemployment benefits to expire 
when unemployment was this high for 
this long. We should not start now. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Michigan). Pursuant to 
clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will post-
pone further proceedings today on the 
motion to suspend the rules on which a 
recorded vote or the yeas and nays are 
ordered, or on which the vote incurs 
objection under clause 6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

GABRIEL ZIMMERMAN MEETING 
ROOM 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 364) 

designating room HVC 215 of the Cap-
itol Visitor Center as the ‘‘Gabriel 
Zimmerman Meeting Room’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 364 

Whereas public events allowing Members 
of Congress to meet with constituents are an 
intrinsic element of American democracy 
and representative government; 

Whereas at approximately 10:10 a.m. on 
January 8, 2011, a gunman attempted the as-
sassination of Congresswoman Gabrielle Gif-
fords, opening fire at her ‘‘Congress on your 
Corner’’ event in front of a Safeway super-
market in Tucson, Arizona, killing 6 and 
wounding 13, including Congresswoman Gif-
fords; 

Whereas Christina-Taylor Green, Dorothy 
Morris, John Roll, Phyllis Schneck, Dorwan 
Stoddard, and Gabriel Zimmerman lost their 
lives in the attack; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman began his 
Congressional career in January 2007 as Con-
stituent Services Supervisor for then newly 
elected Congresswoman Giffords, a role in 
which he supervised a robust constituent 
services operation and worked directly with 
the people of Arizona’s Eighth Congressional 
District to help them resolve problems with 
Federal agencies and to offer other forms of 
assistance; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman then served 
as Congresswoman Giffords’ Director of Com-
munity Outreach, a position in which he 
proactively engaged the Congresswoman and 
her office with constituencies, organizations, 
and citizens throughout southern Arizona; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman organized 
hundreds of events to allow constituents to 
meet with Congresswoman Giffords while 
serving as Director of Community Outreach, 
and led the organization, planning, and im-
plementation of Congresswoman Giffords’ 
January 8, 2011 ‘‘Congress on your Corner’’ 
event; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was a 1998 
graduate of University High School in Tuc-
son, Arizona, a 2002 graduate of the Univer-
sity of California at Santa Cruz, and a 2006 
graduate of Arizona State University, where 
he received a Masters in social work; 

Whereas prior to joining Congresswoman 
Giffords’ staff, Gabriel Zimmerman was a so-
cial worker assisting troubled youth; 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was an out-
door enthusiast, all-around athlete, and 
lover of history, who at the time of his death 
at the age of 30 was engaged to be married, 
and who was known and respected by count-
less individuals throughout the Eighth Con-
gressional District; 

Whereas staff serve a vital role in the Con-
gress, allowing the legislative branch to ex-
ercise its critical constitutional duties and 
enabling Members to effectively represent 
their constituents; 

Whereas over 15,000 individuals are cur-
rently serving as Congressional staffers; 

Whereas, on January 8, 2011, Speaker John 
Boehner stated, in reaction to the Tucson 
shooting, ‘‘I am horrified by the senseless at-
tack on Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords 
and members of her staff. An attack on one 
who serves is an attack on all who serve.’’; 
and 

Whereas Gabriel Zimmerman was the first 
Congressional staffer in history to be mur-
dered in the performance of his official du-
ties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That room HVC 215 of the Capitol 
Visitor Center is designated as the ‘‘Gabriel 
Zimmerman Meeting Room’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. FLEISCHMANN) and the 
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on House Resolution 364. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

House Resolution 364 would designate 
room HVC 215 of the Capitol Visitors 
Center as the Gabriel Zimmerman 
Meeting Room. This resolution has 
broad bipartisan support, with 367 co-
sponsors. 

On January 8, 2011, our Nation, and 
this Chamber in particular, suffered a 
horrendous tragedy. On that day, one 
of our distinguished colleagues, Con-
gresswoman GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, was 
hosting one of her many Congress on 
the Corner gatherings at a local super-
market, where she routinely met and 
conversed directly with her constitu-
ents. During that event, a gunman shot 
and killed six people, while critically 
wounding 13 others, including Con-
gresswoman GIFFORDS. 

I am heartened to hear of the amaz-
ing progress the Congresswoman is 
making in her recovery, and our pray-
ers go out to her and her family. 

Sadly, on that day, six people lost 
their lives. Among the dead were a 6- 
year-old girl, Chief Judge John Roll of 
the United States District Court of Ar-
izona, and Congresswoman GIFFORDS’ 
director of community outreach, Ga-
briel Zimmerman. Earlier this year, we 
honored Chief Judge Roll in naming a 
courthouse after him. Today we honor 
Congresswoman GIFFORDS’ staffer Ga-
briel Zimmerman. 

Gabe Zimmerman was only 30 years 
old and engaged to be married when he 
was killed. He graduated from the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Cruz in 
2002, and in 2006 received a master’s de-
gree in social work from Arizona State 
University. Prior to joining Congress-
woman GIFFORDS’ staff, he worked as a 
social worker assisting troubled youth. 

Gabe Zimmerman began his congres-
sional career in 2007 as a Constituent 
Service Supervisor for then newly 
elected Congresswoman GIFFORDS. In 
that role, he supervised her constituent 
services operation and worked directly 
with the people of Arizona’s Eighth 
Congressional District. He was later 
promoted to the Director of Commu-
nity Outreach, where he organized hun-
dreds of events to coordinate outreach 
to constituents. 

As the first congressional staffer to 
be murdered in the performance of his 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 03:14 Dec 01, 2011 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K30NO7.022 H30NOPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-07T11:59:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




