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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BROOKS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC.,
November 30, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MO BROOKS

to act as speaker pro tempore on this day.
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary b, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———

THANKING GOD FOR HIS MANY
BLESSINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this past weekend I joined
millions of Americans in celebrating
Thanksgiving with friends and family.
As Americans, each of us has so much
to be thankful for this holiday season.

America is the greatest, most free
country in the history of the world. As
a Nation, we can do anything we set
out to accomplish. We have built the
world’s most free and successful Repub-

lic right here in America. We’ve used
innovation to cure disease, fight hun-
ger, and spread the message of freedom
all across the globe.

We’ve changed the way societies
interact by inventing things like the
telephone, the automobile, and the air-
plane. We’ve built some of the finest
schools and universities in the history
of the planet. We’ve changed our world
for the better, but none of it would
have been possible without the grace
and blessing of our Almighty God.

That’s why I was both surprised and
disappointed that President Obama
failed to make a single reference to
God during his Thanksgiving address
to the Nation. Since the President has
a history of doing this sort of thing,
it’s hard to believe that this was sim-
ply an oversight on his part. Perhaps
this glaring omission was an attempt
at being politically correct. But re-
gardless of the intention, there is no
excuse for once again leaving out the
One on whom the foundation of our lib-
erties rest.

What did our Founding Fathers say
in the Declaration of Independence?
Not that our rights come from govern-
ments, but rather that our rights come
directly from God.

As the Apostle Paul said, ‘‘In every-
thing give thanks, for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you.”

We should never pass up an oppor-
tunity to thank the Lord for the bless-
ings he has bestowed upon our great
Nation.

I know the specter of political cor-
rectness looms over our country more
than ever before. There’s a lot of pres-
sure from elements within our society
to censor public comments about faith
in Jesus Christ. Groups like the ACLU
seek to drive God out of our schools
and our classrooms. Universities are
discouraged from praying before grad-
uation and athletic events.

Some shopping malls and radio sta-
tions would rather play Christmas

music only about Santa Claus, and
never mention the reason for the sea-
son, Jesus Christ. Seeking guidance
from the Lord through prayer and
thanking Him for the blessings He has
given our Nation is something our
country should do more of, not less.

Praying and giving thanks to God for
all blessing was the example set for us
by the first settlers who came to Amer-
ica for religious freedom. Times were
tough for them. They endured bitterly
cold winters, food shortages, and
plagues. The early settlers faced insur-
mountable odds, but they kept the
faith, persevered, and later thrived,
leading to the formation of this great
Nation.

General George Washington, who
went on to become our first President,
was known for frequently stopping
whatever he was doing and getting
down on one knee to seek guidance
from the Lord, and to praise Him for
the Dblessings that were given his
troops.

Here in this building there’s a chapel
where Members of Congress can go to
pray for our country. And in that chap-
el there is a beautiful stained glass
window, depicting our first President,
George Washington, in his colonial uni-
form, frozen, kneeling in prayer. That
chapel should be a reminder for all of
us that our country’s faith should be
nothing to hide, but rather something
to embrace and protect. And that
image of George Washington in prayer
should be a reminder that our leaders
need to seek wisdom of the Lord when-
ever possible.

For the past several weeks, former
Heisman Trophy winner and current
starting quarterback of the Denver
Broncos, Tim Tebow, has come under
fire for publicly professing his faith.
Facing mounting criticism from the
media, from sports commentators, and
even some of his own teammates, Tim
Tebow gave the following response to
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