October 20, 2011

Girl Scouts and our country. Kathy
leaves Girl Scouts on the eve of its
100th anniversary, with a mission and
program that is as critically important
today as it was 100 years ago. We wish
her the best in all of her continuing
work for girls nationwide, and we wel-
come her back home to Tennessee.®

———

TRIBUTE TO AMBER AUGUSTUS

e Mr. COONS. Mr. President, it is
with great pleasure that I rise to honor
the 2012 recipient of the Delaware
Teacher of the Year Award, Mrs.
Amber Augustus. For over 7 years, Mrs.
Augustus has been providing Delaware
children with an exceptional education
in the fields of Social Studies, Math,
and Science. Every day Amber ap-
proaches teaching with an unyielding
determination and passion that fosters
a wonderful learning environment for
her students. Today, I give thanks to
her and all the teachers across the
state of Delaware who help foster a
love for learning and a desire for
knowledge with every student they
teach.

It is essential that we continue to
take the time to honor excellent edu-
cators who are devoted to preparing
the next generation of young adults.
Day in and day out, teachers and edu-
cators across the country are tasked
with the enormous responsibility of
preparing our children for their futures
and helping them to achieve their
dreams. It is imperative that we en-
courage our teachers and thank them
for inspiring our youth to be all that
they can be. Mr. President, teachers
like Amber Augustus are shining exam-
ples of the generous and giving spirit of
the American people.

I congratulate Mrs. Amber Augustus
on being named the 2012 Delaware
Teacher of the Year. Her hard work
and dedication to her students and the
state of Delaware is greatly appre-
ciated. On behalf of all Delawareans, 1
extend my thanks to each and every
teacher who was nominated for this
coveted award and to the continued ef-
forts of teachers across the country to
invest in and provide quality education
to America’s youth.e

————
NATIONAL COOPERATIVE MONTH

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
wish to submit for the RECORD an arti-
cle written by Scott Zimmerman, co-
operatives specialist with the Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union and pub-
lished October 15, 2011, in the Wyoming
Livestock Journal. The article’s title is
““Cooperatives Continue to Shape the
Landscape in Rural Wyoming.”

Across the country, October is cele-
brated as National Cooperative Month.
With the fall harvest season upon us,
our Nation’s farmers are seeing the
fruits of their labors. Gov. Matt Mead
has declared October Cooperative
Month in my home State of Wyoming.
In his article, Scott Zimmerman traces
the history of cooperatives and ex-
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plains how their founding principles
continue to guide cooperatives today.

As Mr. Zimmerman points out, co-
operatives form the basis of life in
many rural communities. Cooperatives
have shaped the landscape of American
agriculture and rural way of life. For
example, their pioneering organization
led to memberowned and operated
Rural Electric Associations. These co-
ops first brought electricity to many
small Wyoming communities. Addi-
tionally, cooperatives help many small
Wyoming farmers and ranchers keep
their costs low by purchasing needed
inputs such as fertilizer, seed, and fuel
at a discount. They accomplish this by
pooling their purchasing power and
buying farm inputs with volume pric-
ing, thus taking advantage of their col-
lective economy of scale.

The author also notes how coopera-
tives market their goods together as
well. This allows buyers to source larg-
er volumes of a product from a single
seller, rather than attempting to pro-
cure a similar volume from many dif-
ferent sellers. This increased procure-
ment efficiency allows buyers to offer
higher prices to the co-op members
than they would otherwise receive.

American consumers also have rea-
son to celebrate National Cooperative
Month. By contributing to increased
efficiency, both in the way farm inputs
are purchased and outputs are sold,
consumers as well as co-op members
benefit. Cooperatives provide lower
prices to the final consumer by keeping
the cost to produce and market their
goods and services down.

Two of the founding principles of co-
operatives are cooperation among co-
operatives and commitment to their
communities. I would like to acknowl-
edge and recognize Scott Zimmerman
and all co-op members who assist in
bringing safe, wholesome, and afford-
able food to our tables in a spirit of co-
operation and community involve-
ment.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COOPERATIVES CONTINUE TO SHAPE THE
LANDSCAPE IN RURAL WYOMING
(By Scott Zimmerman, Cooperatives
Specialist, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union)

October is being celebrated across the U.S.
as National Cooperative Month, and Gov-
ernor Matt Mead has signed a proclamation
declaring Cooperative Month in Wyoming as
part of this celebration. Here at Rocky
Mountain Farmers Union and our Coopera-
tive Development Center we applaud the
Governor’s action, and we join with him in
saluting cooperatives nationwide.

To understand what cooperatives mean
today, it helps to understand the history of
cooperatives. The cooperative movement
began in Europe in the 19th Century, not
long after the beginning of the Industrial
Revolution. The increasing mechanization of
the European economy transformed society.
It threatened the livelihoods of skilled work-
ers and destroyed businesses too small to
compete with industrial giants. Labor and
social movements attempted to address the
need for change.

The Rochdale Society of Equitable Pio-
neers was formed in Rochdale, England in
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1844. Mechanization was replacing skilled
workers with unskilled labor. Weavers were
being replaced with machines that produced
quantity without much regard for quality.
These tradesmen, driven into poverty by in-
dustrialization, banded together to open
their own store. They designed the Rochdale
Principles to govern their business and they
pooled their meager capital to stock their
store with simple necessities at affordable
prices. They were so successful that, in the
next 10 years, more than 1,000 co-ops sprang
up in Great Britain.

Cooperatives worldwide still subscribe to
the Rochdale principles that guided these
first cooperators to success. There are seven
original principles:

1. Open, voluntary membership

2. Democratic governance (one member,
one vote)

3. Members control capital and equity

4. Autonomous, independent governance

5. Education and training in cooperative
principles

6. Cooperation among cooperatives

7. Commitment to their communities

Agricultural cooperatives have played a
huge role in developing and sustaining local
agriculture here in Wyoming and across the
West. Wyoming agriculture has created and
benefited from three general types of cooper-
ative: service, supply and marketing. Each
type fills a different role in our state.

The service cooperative, as its name sug-
gests, provides its member owners with a
service typically not available otherwise. A
good example of this type of cooperative is
member-owned Rural Electric Associations.
Had it not been for the vision and hard work
of the founding members of these co-ops,
rural Wyoming would have remained without
electricity many years longer. Co-ops em-
phasize benefits to members rather than
measuring their results in raw profits, so
small ‘‘local’ electric utilities were able to
address the need.

The supply cooperative offers its members
the opportunity to buy inputs and raw mate-
rials at prices competitive with the volume
discounts offered to the industrial corpora-
tions they must compete with. Typically the
co-op can offer the supply item at volume
pricing based on the buying power of the en-
tire membership, and typically the coop will
deliver to small, independent operations.
Many rural Wyoming agricultural commu-
nities have been home to ‘‘fuel and supply”
cooperatives. These operations offered fuel,
seed, fertilizer and farm and ranch supplies
to their members. Cenex is a well-known ex-
ample of this type of cooperative that is still
part of the Wyoming landscape.

The marketing cooperative typically pools
its members’ goods and offers them for direct
sale to obtain the best price. Grain or com-
modity marketing cooperatives fall into this
category, as well as the co-op food markets
that benefit both consumers and producers.

Starting in the late 1970s, many states
changed the legal definition of ‘‘coopera-
tive,” and a new kind of co-op emerged. New-
generation cooperatives in rural America
adapt traditional cooperative structures to
the increasing need for capitalization. Some
states now allow capital investors to partici-
pate as voting members. This kind of co-op
often is an agricultural processor adding
value to a primary product. Capitalized by
investors and run democratically by mem-
bers, they might be producing ethanol from
corn, pasta from durum wheat or gourmet
cheese from goat’s milk. The highly success-
ful Mountain States Lamb Cooperative,
headquartered in Douglas, is an example of
such a cooperative.

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union takes co-
operation as one of its founding principles,
and we have promoted cooperative solutions
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to rural and agricultural challenges for more
than 100 years. Since 1991, our foundation has
been a leader forming and assisting coopera-
tives of all types. Our Cooperative Develop-
ment Center, created in 1996, has used fund-
ing from Rural Cooperative Development
Grants (RCDG) awarded each year by USDA-
Rural Development to support our coopera-
tive development work in Colorado, New
Mexico and Wyoming. In the Center’s 15
years we have helped design, develop, incor-
porate and manage more than a hundred co-
operatives, many of them, like Mountain
States, still thriving. We continue to seek
out and assist individuals and groups with
ideas that may become the next successful
cooperative venture.

As you can see, cooperatives have had a
significant role in shaping the Wyoming ag-
ricultural landscape. We celebrate that role
each year in October. RMFU and our Co-op
Center will ensure that the role of co-ops
will be important for years to come, and we
will strive to enhance that role wherever
possible.e®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-3639. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port responding to House Report 111-491,
page 317, to accompany H.R. 5136, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2011 relative to spectrum sharing issues
for parts of the spectrum under control of
the Department of Defense (DoD) related to
micro-stimulators; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-3640. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology, and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a report relative to the termi-
nation of the Joint Tactical Radio System
(JTRS) Ground Mobile Radio (GMR) pro-
gram; to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-3641. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulations, Social Security
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Recovery
of Delinquent Debts—Treasury Offset Pro-
gram Enhancements’” (RIN0960-AH19) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 19, 2011; to the Committee
on Finance.

EC-3642. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Regulations, Social Security
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
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ments to Procedures for Certain Determina-
tions and Decisions” (RIN0960-AGT72) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on October 18, 2011; to the Committee
on Finance.

EC-3643. A communication from the Chief
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘United States—Oman Free Trade
Agreement” ((RIN1515-AD68)(CBP Dec. 11-
19)) received in the Office of the President of
the Senate on October 18, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-3644. A communication from the Chief
of the Publications and Regulations Branch,
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Postponement of
Certain Hybrid Plan Regulations; Special
Timing Rule for Section 204(h) Notice” (No-
tice No. 2011-85) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 17, 2011;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3645. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Regula-
tion and Energy Efficiency, Department of
Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘National Environ-
mental Policy Act Implementing Proce-
dures” (RIN1990-AA34) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on October 18,
2011; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-3646. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, a report
entitled ‘‘Draft Strategic Plan: Fiscal Years
2012-2016"’; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3647. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the cost of response and re-
covery efforts for FEMA-3322-EM in the
State of Louisiana having exceeded the
$5,000,000 limit for a single emergency dec-
laration; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

EC-3648. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Office of Nu-
clear Regulatory Research, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Design-
Basis Hurricane and Hurricane Missiles for
Nuclear Power Plants’” (Regulatory Guide
1.221) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on October 11, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC-3649. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Testing of Certain High Production
Volume Chemicals; Third Group of Chemi-
cals” (FRL No. 8885-5) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on October 18,
2011; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-3650. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Pre-
vention, Control, and Countermeasure
(SPCC) Rule—Compliance Date Amendment
for Farms” (FRL No. 9681-4) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc-
tober 18, 2011; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3651. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Regulation of Fuel and Fuel Addi-
tives: Alternative Test Method for Olefins in
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Gasoline” (FRL No. 9482-1) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc-
tober 18, 2011; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3652. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final
Division of Safety Systems Interim Staff
Guidance DSS-ISG-2010-01"" received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc-
tober 3, 2011; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

EC-3653. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Imple-
mentation Plans; California; 2008 San Joa-
quin Valley PM2.5 Plan and 2007 State Strat-
egy”’ (FRL No. 9482-2) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on October 18,
2011; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC-36564. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report prepared by the Department of
State on progress toward a negotiated solu-
tion of the Cyprus question covering the pe-
riods June 1, 2011 through July 31, 2011; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-3655. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a pe-
tition to add workers from the Ames Labora-
tory at Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa,
to the Special Exposure Cohort; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-3656. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a pe-
tition to add workers from the Y-12 facility
in Oak Ridge Tennessee, to the Special Expo-
sure Cohort; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3657. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a pe-
tition to add workers from W. R. Grace and
Company in Curtis Bay, Maryland, to the
Special Exposure Cohort; to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3658. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the Food and Drug
Administration’s annual report on the per-
formance evaluation of FDA-approved mam-
mography quality standards accreditation
bodies; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3659. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘State
Fiscal Stabilization Fund Program”
(RIN1894-AA03) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on October 17, 2011;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-3660. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19-170 “Returning Citizens and
Ex-Offender Services Reform Amendment
Act of 2011”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-3661. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19-171 “‘Interstate Compact for
Juveniles Amendment Act of 2011°; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

EC-3662. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report
on D.C. Act 19-172 “Community Council for
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