
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6569 October 5, 2011 
other Members of Congress to receive 
more than 1.6 million signatures on pe-
titions calling for the immediate re-
peal of last year’s huge health care 
law. 

We’ve now had 18 months to find out 
what’s in the bill, and it only looks 
worse every day. We found the billions 
of dollars in slush funds that the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
controls, without any input from Con-
gress. We found a CLASS Act, a long- 
term care insurance care plan that is 
so broken that HHS had to stop plan-
ning for its implementation. We’ve 
seen health care premiums climb fast-
er, despite promises that the law would 
save every American family $2,500 per 
year. We’ve seen Federal courts reject 
as unconstitutional the notion that the 
government can force you to buy insur-
ance. 

I’d need much more than 1 minute to 
catalog all the ways this bill is hurting 
job growth and destroying health care 
innovation. Simply put, this is a roll-
ing train wreck, and the American peo-
ple know it. We need to listen to them 
and repeal this destructive and uncon-
stitutional bill. 

f 

THE HOUSING CRISIS 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, my staff have spent countless hours 
fighting off wrongful foreclosures. A 
number of my constituents have sub-
mitted the same paperwork to banks 
five different times and had their short 
sales denied three times. Other con-
stituents were given 24 hours to return 
a package of 60 documents to a bank 
that has had those documents for 6 
months already. 

Mr. Speaker, this is just not accept-
able. An important step to fixing this 
economy is to solve this housing crisis. 
People cannot spend if they are living 
under the crushing weight of a mort-
gage payment worth more than their 
home. 

Three years ago the average con-
sumer spent $100 a day. Now the aver-
age consumer spends about $68 a day. 
We need programs to help the 14 mil-
lion people whose homes are under-
water. 

I ask the majority, what have you 
done today to help the middle class af-
ford to keep a roof over their heads? 

f 

BRING THE AMERICAN JOBS ACT 
TO THE FLOOR 

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to urge the House GOP leadership 
to bring the American Jobs Act to the 
floor. 

One of the primary reasons we’ve got 
to work together on a jobs strategy is 
to modernize and repair schools all 

across the country. This will create 
thousands and thousands of jobs. Small 
business contractors, electricians, and 
others can repair our schools. 

Back home in Florida, the school dis-
tricts are having to delay maintenance. 
Teachers are being laid off, and schools 
are unable to invest in the modern 
science labs that will help prepare our 
kids for the jobs of the new century. 

Yesterday, Vice President BIDEN vis-
ited Oakstead Elementary, north of 
Tampa, which is an A school. It opened 
5 years ago, was built for 700 students, 
but they have over 1,000 students at 
Oakstead. And even with the over-
crowding, the school district has had to 
release eight teachers. That is not 
smart. 

‘‘To keep this a grade-A school, we’re 
going to have to keep teachers in the 
classroom,’’ the Vice President said. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my GOP col-
leagues not to block the American Jobs 
Act. Our small business owners and 
contractors are ready to modernize 
schools, and parents like me want dedi-
cated teachers in the classroom. 

f 

LISTEN TO THE AMERICAN 
PEOPLE 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, last week I had the pleasure 
of visiting small businesses that cre-
ated jobs, anyone from doctors who 
worked 7 days in their office to compa-
nies who could sell anything to any-
body to a beauty school that had peo-
ple who were trying to be independent 
contractors; they created jobs. And I’m 
going to talk about them in the weeks 
to come. 

So I’m begging, I’m begging this bi-
partisan House to put the American 
Jobs Act on the floor. That’s because 
the GOP, of course, for 39 weeks has 
put one bill after another. One put off 
or destroyed 700,000 jobs. That was the 
spending bill. Another, about the Pa-
tient Bill of Rights, destroyed 300,000 
jobs. 

But 65 percent of Americans say we 
want jobs. They’re at First and Inde-
pendence right now. They’re down at 
Wall Street. They’re on Main Street. 
They’re telling us, we want jobs. We 
want our teachers back, our fire-
fighters back, we want our police back. 
We want to rebuild our schools. We 
need payroll tax relief so our small 
businesses can hire someone else. We 
want J-O-B-S. it’s a simple point. 

Put the American Jobs Act on the 
floor. Listen to the American people, 
the people in Wall Street that are ar-
rested, 700 of them are crying out in 
pain. Let’s respond to the American 
people. That is our job. 

f 

PASS THE AMERICAN JOBS ACT 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, last 
week I was in Red Bank, New Jersey, 
in my district, outside the Broadway 
Diner, talking to the mayor of Red 
Bank and several small business lead-
ers about the American Jobs Act. 

I want to urge that this House and 
the Republican leadership take up the 
American Jobs Act as soon as possible. 
The bill includes an array of tax cuts 
for small businesses that hire new 
workers or give raises to existing 
workers. It also includes a payroll tax 
cut that puts money into the pockets 
of the American workers. 

The Jobs Act will help small busi-
nesses do what they do best: create 
jobs, drive innovation, and provide eco-
nomic security for the middle class. 
And the payroll tax cuts would save a 
small business with 50 workers approxi-
mately $50,000 a year. On the employee 
side, each American family would take 
home an additional $1,500 annually. 

Mr. Speaker, when I talked to my 
small businesses in Red Bank about the 
American Jobs Act, they thought it 
was a great idea. They thought they 
would be able to take advantage of it. 

We also worked with the SBA to look 
at possible loans that they were inter-
ested in to expand their businesses. 
This is what we need to do. Pass the 
American Jobs Act, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

b 1230 

SUPPORT THE AMERICAN JOBS 
ACT 

(Mr. FATTAH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently visited a Boeing facility in 
Philadelphia where 2 years ago only 
4,000 people were working. Today there 
are 6,000. They have three shifts work-
ing each day. They have a weekend 
shift on Saturdays and Sundays. They 
are working hard and playing a vital 
role in our national defense. 

I wanted to rise today to compliment 
the Obama administration for giving 
Boeing the largest contract in the his-
tory of our country with the tanker 
procurement program, well over $34 bil-
lion, which takes American ingenuity 
and manufacturing jobs to a new 
height here in America, and I want to 
thank the administration for their 
hard work on this. This has been de-
layed for a long period of time, and 
having seen these Boeing workers work 
so very hard and well, it just reminds 
me of how many other Americans want 
to go to work. 

I hope that we have a chance to sup-
port the American Jobs Act, that we 
bring it up and vote on it favorably so 
we can put many more of our fellow 
citizens to work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING REVEREND FRED 
LEE SHUTTLESWORTH ON HIS 
PASSING 
(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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