E1440

Vietnam. On January 10, 1970, a helicopter
piloted by Capt. Herbert Crosby and co-piloted
by CW3 Howes disappeared while flying in ex-
treme weather conditions. In addition to Capt.
Crosby and CW3 Howes, crew members SFS
Francis Graziosi and SFS Wayne Allen were
lost in the helicopter's disappearance. All of
Andy’s crew mates have been previously iden-
tified, making Andy the last of the crew to re-
turn home. Marine Cpl Michael L. Bleeker, his
great-nephew, is escorting his remains from
Hawaii to Knox, and then to Arlington National
Cemetery for burial.

CW3 Howes has been awarded the fol-
lowing medals to honor his service and sac-
rifice: Air Medal with Numeral Two, National
Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with
two Bronze Service stars, Vietham Campaign
Medal with “60” Device, Basic Aviation Badge,
the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit
Citation with Palm, and the Purple Heart.

Andy is survived by his brother, Robert
Lloyd Howes of Wichita, Kansas, in addition to
many cousins, nieces and nephews, all of
whom have kept his memory alive and faith-
fully waited for the day he would come home.
Andy’s parents, Robert Lindell Howes and
Bonnie Andrews Howes have passed away,
as has his sister, Valerie Pulver Larew.

It is my solemn duty, and humble privilege,
to honor and remember CW3 George An-
drews Howes and a life cut tragically short.
Andy stands as a testament to the great honor
possessed, and sacrifices made, by our men
and women in the armed forces, and their
families. Those who were fortunate enough to
know him were blessed by his presence—and
we are all diminished by his loss. | and the
grateful citizens of Indiana’s Second District
are deeply grateful that Andy is back home.
We mourn his passing and offer our solemn
gratitude for his service.

———

HONORING MR. BARRY CICERO
FOR HIS INSTALLATION AS JUN-
IOR VICE COMMANDER OF THE
AMERICAN LEGION FIRST DIVI-
SION OF ILLINOIS

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a man who has given so much to his
country and his community, Mr. Barry Cicero.
This Sunday, July 31, Mr. Cicero will be in-
stalled as Junior Vice Commander of the
American Legion First Division of lllinois, while
Derrick David Stinson will be installed as
Commander and Lawrence Nohr as Senior
Vice Commander. The First Division is one of
three divisions of the American Legion in llli-
nois and includes all of Cook County with a
population of more than 5 million people. Mr.
Cicero, and the other officers being installed,
have demonstrated impressive dedication to
their country and the American Legion, and
are certainly deserving of this honor.

Barry Cicero served in the United States
Army and has been an active member of the
American Legion for 19 years. His home post
is the Robert E. Coulter, Jr. Post 1941 in La
Grange where he has been active on many
projects including chairing Fall Fest, the Le-
gion’s popular fundraiser for local veterans. He
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has held many leadership positions during his
time as a member of the American Legion, in-
cluding Commander of Post 1941 and Com-
mander of the 5th District. He held that posi-
tion for two terms, a rarity in the American Le-
gion. In addition, Mr. Cicero has been very ac-
tive in giving to his church and community.

Being installed as Junior Vice Commander
of a Division within the American Legion is
such a special occasion because it means he
will be installed as the Commander of that Di-
vision within two years. Mr. Cicero’s installa-
tion is also special because he will be the first
Legionnaire from Post 1941 to become a Divi-
sion Commander. | am happy to see all of his
hard work and dedication bear fruit as he was
chosen by his colleagues to be Junior Vice
Commander.

| am certain Barry Cicero will provide exem-
plary service as Junior Vice Commander, and
his leadership will bring a prosperous year for
the American Legion’s First Division and all of
the posts within it. Please join me in honoring
Mr. Barry Cicero and may he continue to be
an asset to lllinois veterans and his commu-
nity.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOE MORTON

HON. JO BONNER
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the work of Alabama State Superintendent of
Education, Dr. Joe Morton, who has been a
leader in education for 42 years and will offi-
cially retire on August 31, 2011.

Dr. Morton grew up in Pleasant Grove and
graduated from Hueytown High School. He
then received his B.S. degree from Auburn
University in 1969 and later his M.A. in 1973
and Ph.D. in 1974 from The University of Ala-
bama.

Upon graduation from Auburn, he began a
life of dedicated service to the field of edu-
cation. He worked his way up from a school
teacher to the superintendent of the Sumter
County Board of Education. He is presumed to
be the youngest person in the history of the
state to be a local superintendent of education
at the age of 27.

On July 13, 2004, he was selected by Gov-
ernor Bob Riley to be the State Super-
intendent of Education. Along with a long-
standing love of education, he has always
held to the belief that Alabama students have
the capability to compete with top students
from around the world.

In order to engage students’ interest in
reading, he created and co-founded the Ala-
bama Reading Initiative (ARI). The ARI has
since become a national model and has
helped the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Process in 2007 achieve the largest
gains recorded in Grade 4 Reading. In 2010,
AMSTI was recognized by the Center for Ex-
cellence in Education as the model of labora-
tory education in the United States.

Other educational programs he helped cre-
ate and co-found were the Alabama Math,
Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI)
and the Alabama Connecting Classrooms,
Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS).

At the request of Governor Riley, Dr. Morton
also chaired the Seat Belt Study Commission
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after a tragic 2006 school bus accident in
Huntsville. The Commission’s research into
school bus safety and seatbelts is considered
to be the most extensive in the country.

In 2009, he also launched First Choice, a
plan to combat high school dropout rates by
doubling the number of graduates. First
Choice has already helped deliver a greater
number of well prepared high school grad-
uates.

As a result of Dr. Joe Morton’s achieve-
ments in education, Alabama had the fourth
largest increase in the number of students
who graduated from high school in the nation.
His achievements also paved the way for Ala-
bama to lead the nation in student enrollment
gains and Advanced Placement exam scores.

Above all, under Dr. Morton’s leadership as
Alabama’s Superintendent of Education, the
state has achieved its greatest overall edu-
cational rating in its history.

On behalf of the people of Alabama—espe-
cially the thousands of school children who will
reap a lifetime of rewards because of his lead-
ership—I wish to extend congratulations to Dr.
Joe Morton for a job well done and for his
many contributions to better the education and
the futures of many Alabamians. My col-
leagues in the Alabama delegation join me in
wishing him and his family the very best as
they start a new chapter in their lives.

——————

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS’ COM-
MENTS ON WHAT A BI-PARTISAN
COMPROMISE TO THE DEBT
CEILING IMPASSE WOULD BE
LIKE TO THEM

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, President Obama has urged the
American people to call, email and tweet their
members of Congress to let them know they
want a bi-partisan compromise solution to the
dangerous impasse over the debt ceiling that
the Republican leadership has engineered. |
used my Facebook page to ask my constitu-
ents and others who follow my page what a
bi-partisan compromise would look like to
them.

| wanted to share with my colleagues the re-
sponses | have received so far. As you can
see, the answers are very thoughtful. And the
majority, not all, but clearly the majority, of re-
sponses are in favor of a balanced approach,
one that combines new tax revenues with seri-
ous spending cuts. That's the approach | per-
sonally favor and that President Obama and
congressional Democrats have been trying to
achieve. Regrettably, we have been met with
a stone wall of opposition from the Republican
Congress to a balanced compromise. They
are pushing for a short-term bill that would
make seniors, children, and the middle class
pay the burden of our fiscal problems, and
that would force us to have this reckless and
damaging debate again just months from now.

| want to thank the people who took the
time to share their views on my page and |
encourage all Americans to continue to make
their views known to the Congress about this
important issue.

| hope my colleagues find these comments,
from people who follow me on Facebook, in-
formative.
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