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taxes at all, for large corporations who
pay no taxes at all, for special sub-
sidies to businesses that move their
jobs overseas, to special subsidies for
companies like Big Oil that don’t need
the subsidies.

We also need to make sure that those
who can afford to pay a little bit more
pay a little bit more, because that’s
how we get our budget back in balance.
But if my Republican friends only say,
you know, all we’re going to do is cut,
and we’re not going to meet the Demo-
crats halfway, then I'm afraid we’re
moving to fall off a cliff.

President Obama was absolutely
right yesterday when he said that one
side seems to be saying, my way or the
highway; tax cuts forever, even if our
budget is not balanced.

We, as Democrats, are saying let’s do
it a compromise way. Let us cut spend-
ing, let us close tax loopholes, and let
those who can afford to pay a little
more, millionaires and billionaires, pay
a little more.

We are here because the American
people sent us here. I know my con-
stituents are concerned about Medicare
and Medicaid, Social Security, and the
New York Graduate Medical Edu-
cation. I didn’t come here to devastate
those programs, and I want my con-
stituents to know that I'm going to
fight like crazy to preserve Medicare,
Medicaid, Social Security, and GME.
We cannot balance our budget on the
backs of senior citizens.

I want to remind my colleagues that
when President Clinton, the last Demo-
cratic president before President
Obama left office, we had record sur-
pluses. President Bush came in and we
have red ink deficits as far as the eye
can see.

And I want to remind my Republican
colleagues that 6 of the 8 Bush years
Republicans controlled both the House
and the Senate, and had the presidency
for 6 years. If they wanted a balanced
budget amendment they could have
had it. If they wanted to try to balance
the budget they could have done it.

So I don’t think lectures are impor-
tant now. I think there’s plenty of
blame to go around on all sides. We had
the Bush tax cuts, we had wars, and we
had reckless spending. And it was done
under President Bush with Republican
majorities in the House. So we need to
put our heads together and move to the
sensible center in terms of what the
American people want, to get us off
this precipice that we’re about to fall
into.

I think there’s one other thing the
President should do. If he sees, in a few
days, that there’s no progress being
made, and we are about to approach
August 2 and we’re about to have this
train wreck, the President should in-
voke the 14th amendment. The 14th
amendment says the public debt shall
not be questioned and, in my esti-
mation, gives the President the author-
ity to raise the debt ceiling by himself.
I think the President should do that if
we cannot come to a compromise.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until noon.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Miroslaus Stelmaszczyk,
Holy Family Church, Creighton, Penn-
sylvania, offered the following prayer:

Almighty Father, we gather here this
morning to ask for Your wisdom, char-
ity, and humility. We continue the
task of operating this great Nation
with honesty and integrity. Grant us
the wisdom to act for the greater good
of all citizens. Keep us humble that we
not forget who we are and why we are
here.

We remember the Founding Fathers,
who risked their reputations, their for-
tunes and their very lives to form a Na-
tion that ensures the freedoms and op-
portunities that we enjoy today. We
also remember those brave individuals
who paid the ultimate price to protect
and defend those freedoms and opportu-
nities.

Father, keep us dedicated to the peo-
ple we represent. Let us not allow par-
tisanship to cause discord among our
number and prevent us from com-
pleting our agenda. We depend upon
Your grace and mercy to allow us to
continue to serve this Nation with
honor and integrity.

We ask this in Your name. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. BROOKS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) come
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forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND
MIROSLAUS STELMASZCZYK

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, in the
midst of one of the most contentious
congressional debates in recent times, 1
knew just who to bring to Washington
to help bring people together. It is my
great honor to welcome Reverend
Miroslaus Stelmaszczyk, who today
serves as our guest chaplain for the
U.S. House of Representatives.

Known simply as ‘“‘Father Miro,” he
has led the Holy Family Parish in
Creighton, Pennsylvania, for 12 of his
36 years in the priesthood. He has re-
ceived numerous awards in recognition
of his public service since he first came
to the United States from Poland in
1986.

As testament to his popularity
among his congregation, Mr. Speaker, 1
would also like to welcome the three
dozen Holy Family parishioners who
made the trip to Washington, along
with Father Miro, and are now seated
in the gallery to witness his opening
prayer today.

Welcome to you all.

On behalf of my colleagues in the
House, welcome, Father Miro, and con-
gratulations on being chosen as today’s
guest chaplain for the U.S. House of
Representatives.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

———

LET’S LEARN A LESSON FROM
THE “GERMAN MIRACLE”

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Friday, Dr. Milton Wolf in
The Washington Times reported, in the
last 2 years, over 2 million private sec-
tor jobs have been lost, that unemploy-
ment has increased by 1.5 percentage
points, that the U.S. dollar is 12 per-
cent weaker, and that the long-term
unemployment is the worst ever on
record—and sadly, the national debt
has exploded by 40 percent.

At the same time the administration
pushed the failed stimulus spending
here, the President urged German
Chancellor Angela Merkel to do the
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