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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
UDALL, a Senator from the State of 
New Mexico. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, our sustainer and 

friend, as our Senators deliberate over 
challenging legislative issues, infuse 
them with insight, energy, and pa-
tience. As they face relentless pressure 
from constituents, lobbyists, and spe-
cial interests, give them strength and 
courage to do the right thing as You 
give them the light to see it. Resolving 
differences without rancor and bitter-
ness, let their lives model the unity of 
Your kingdom. 

Lord, lead them in the way of com-
promise that does not sacrifice prin-
ciple or self-respect, preserving time-
less values which are ethical, just, and 
equitable. Teach them to respect each 
other and Your image which can be 
seen in humankind. 

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable TOM UDALL led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 18, 2011. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable TOM UDALL, a Senator 
from the State of New Mexico, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
any leader remarks, the Senate will be 
in a period of morning business until 
3:30 this afternoon. Following morning 
business, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the Military Construc-
tion, Veterans Affairs, and related 
agencies appropriations bill. At 5 p.m. 
the Senate will go into executive ses-
sion to consider the nomination of J. 
Paul Oetken. At 5:30 p.m. there will be 
a rollcall vote on confirmation of that 
nomination. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 2018 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, H.R. 2018 is 
at the desk and due for a second read-
ing, I am told. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2018) to amend the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act to preserve the 
authority of each State to make determina-
tions relating to the State’s water quality 
standards, and for other purposes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ob-
ject to any further proceedings on this 
bill at this time. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar under the provisions of rule XIV. 

f 

DEFAULT CRISIS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, Senate 

Democrats sat down with Secretary 
Tim Geithner, and he painted a picture 
of what our world would look like if 
Republicans in Congress force this Na-
tion, for the first time in its history, to 
default on its financial obligations. 

The picture was grim. This is how he 
described the state of our government 
if Congress allows this unprecedented 
default: ‘‘Lights out.’’ 

He said default would result in a 
complete ‘‘loss of capacity to function 
as a government.’’ 

Even those who believe government 
should be small enough to drown in a 
bathtub have to admit that a total 
shutdown of even the most basic and 
essential functions of government is 
very, very scary. It would not be good 
for the American people, and it cer-
tainly would not be good for our econ-
omy. 

The Senate has no more important 
task than making sure the United 
States continues to pay its bills for 
preexisting obligations such as Social 
Security. 

I have spoken to the President’s of-
fice today. Actually, I had a phone call 
scheduled with him, and he rescheduled 
it for later. But I have talked to his 
people, and he understands the impor-
tance of our meeting our responsibil-
ities. Because of that, we are going to 
stay in session every day, including 
Saturdays and Sundays, until Congress 
passes legislation that prevents the 
United States from defaulting on our 
obligations. 

I have spoken to the Republican lead-
er. He understands the necessity of our 
being in session. We have a lot to do, 
not as many things as normal but ex-
tremely important things that are 
going to take time. So I know it is 
maybe inconvenient to have people re-
arrange their schedules, but this means 
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