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I'm proud, as a new Representative,
to be part of this group of people sup-
porting the cut, cap, and balance meas-
ure that would bring our spending
under control. So we ought to be proud.
That’s an early victory. The markets,
at least, believe we are serious about
getting this spending under control. I
hope we can play this out and prove
that we are serious.

The other thing that my colleague
from Arizona said that struck a chord
with me was this notion that states-
men look not just to the next election,
they look to the next generation.

There was a group of people back 150
years ago that entered politics. It was
around the 1850s, and they entered poli-
tics certainly looking to the next gen-
eration. It was their belief that every
man, woman, and child should be enti-
tled to the fruits of their labor. They
weren’t partisans. In fact, they were
Know-Nothings. They were independ-
ents, some Democrats. They came to-
gether with this notion, though, that
everyone should be entitled to the
fruits of their labor.

Well, when we continue to spend
money we don’t have, oftentimes on
things we don’t need, and kick the debt
forward another year, another 5 years,
another 10 years, another generation or
two down the road, ladies and gentle-
men, we are committing the fruits of
the next generation’s labor to pay off
our current debt.

Madam Speaker, I think this is
wrong. I think this cut, cap, and bal-
ance plan is a viable plan, a specific
plan to stop this practice so that ev-
eryone, my four children, everyone
else’s grandchildren and great grand-
children, will not be paying off our fu-
ture debts.

So again, I urge consideration and
support of this cut, cap, and balance
plan. And for those who are unable to
support it, I would ask them to put
forth a specific plan of their own, one
that will get our spending under con-
trol and put this Nation back on the
right fiscal course.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, let me just close with these
thoughts. There are a lot of people that
have sacrificed profoundly for this Na-
tion. There are people lying out in Ar-
lington National Cemetery tonight,
and I wonder what their perspective
would be if they could come back
among us for just a few moments?

While none of us knows that, Madam
Speaker, I would suggest to you that
they didn’t die so that we could spend
our country into bankruptcy, so that
we could weaken our Nation on all
fronts simply because we weren’t fis-
cally responsible. And they didn’t die
so that we could put ourselves so deep-
ly in debt that we spent tens of thou-
sands for each little child born today
so that they would have to carry that
the rest of their lives.

They wanted, as the Founding Fa-
thers talked about, to see every person,
not only in America but, ultimately, in
the world, to be able to be born and to
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lay hold on the miracle of life and to be
free and to pursue their dreams. That’s
what they wanted. Sometimes I am so
afraid that we have gotten away from
that vision to the extent that we’ve
grown sort of callous and cynical.

I hope that we can revisit those
ideals tomorrow, and that we can force
ourselves to remember that all of his-
tory and all of the future is watching
us, and that what we do here tomorrow
could mean the difference for America
for decades and generations to come.

I believe if we do the right thing,
that the loneliest moments in an old
age home will be livable because we’ll
look back and say, you know, that’s
what we did. We did the right thing.
And I hope we do that for the sake of
my children, for the sake of America’s
children, and for the sake, somehow, of
the children throughout the world that
can be still touched by the message of
this, the greatest Republic in the his-
tory of humanity.

Madam Speaker, if we will protect
our constitutional foundations, if we
will protect our economic base, if we
will protect those things that make us
who we are, then I believe that this
government will have all of the rev-
enue that it needs. I believe we will
continue and go forward to be more
productive than we have ever been, and
I believe that America still has great
things in the world to do. I hope we
make sure that that occurs.

With that, with great respect,
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2560, CUT, CAP, AND BAL-
ANCE ACT OF 2011

Mr. WooDALL (during the Special
Order of Mr. FRANKS of Arizona) from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 112-150) on
the resolution (H. Res. 355) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2560)
to cut, cap, and balance the Federal
budget, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———
CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to be here this evening
once again with my Congressional
Black Caucus colleagues to talk about
the need for jobs, jobs, and more jobs,
and how we ought to be dealing with
the debt limit and our debt crisis. Let
me begin with jobs. That’s not a new
topic for the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, because our communities unfortu-
nately have a long-term and intrac-
table history of unemployment.

Every year that I have been here, and
I'm sure for the 40 years of our exist-
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ence, job creation has been a priority,
and that includes summer jobs for our
young people, something we still have
not been able to get the Congress to
recognize and fund as critical to the
well-being of our young people and our
communities. In this Congress alone,
CBC members have introduced more
than 30 job-creating pieces of legisla-
tion, and we’ve cosponsored many,
many more introduced by our Demo-
cratic colleague.

Need I remind you that the Repub-
lican leadership has still, today, done
nothing to create one job. Meanwhile,
unemployment remains a crisis in our
country, and in the African American
community it’s a catastrophe.

And where is the patriotism of our
corporations who are sitting on billions
of dollars and still not hiring? I would
say that if there is uncertainty in that
sector, the corporate sector, welcome
to the club.

As the gentleman from Arizona said,
lack of confidence. But the cause of
this lack of confidence in the corporate
sector, in the banking sector and on
Wall Street has got to do more with
the gridlock, I think, that’s caused by
the Republican leadership who won’t
even consider the balanced approach
that the President is asking us to take.
And all this time the rest of the world
is looking at us, watching this sorry
mess that we’re calling governing. I
can’t imagine that our allies in those
countries around the world that look
to us for leadership have much con-
fidence in us either right now.

I am pleased to be joined this
evening, Madam Speaker, by several of
my colleagues, but I'd like to begin
first to yield such time as he might
consume to a reverend, to the former
mayor of Kansas City, now our distin-
guished leader of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Congressman EMANUEL
CLEAVER.
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Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, let
me first of all express appreciation to
Congresswoman DONNA CHRISTENSEN,
Dr. DONNA CHRISTENSEN, for how she
has put forth boundless energy making
sure that we keep this issue of jobless-
ness in front of us.

Let me first of all say that I did two
interviews during the votes today, one
with ABC News. And as I stood before
the cameras they showed me two com-
ments, one from a gentleman who said
that he was so disgusted with Congress
because nothing is being done and he
believed that we needed to start trying
to deal with the problems. He thought
that we should not be raising the taxes
on what he called ‘“‘ordinary’ people or
low-income working people.

The other interview I did was on Fox
and was an interview where I was
interviewed about the joblessness
among African Americans. I think both
of those intersect. And the reason for
this is, I said to people that as a Demo-
crat I was embarrassed that during the
last session of Congress we failed to lis-
ten to the American public. The public
said they were interested in jobs.
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