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possible, and Gen. Carter Ham, the com-
mander of the U.S. Africa Command. Under-
scoring our past and future commitment to
human rights and economic opportunity and
development in Sudan, Donald Steinberg,
Deputy Administrator of USAID and Ken Hack-
ett, of Catholic Relief Services, are also part of
the White House delegation.

As in so many struggles for democracy, the
final joy of liberation emerged only after many
seasons of pain and loss. We join the South
Sudanese in honoring those who struggled,
suffered and died over decades of conflict in
the effort to celebrate this great democratic
achievement. Two million of their brothers and
sisters died in the struggle, and twice that
number were forced from their homes. This
loss is felt today, and will take a generation or
more to recover from.

Indeed, we must recognize that our new ally
faces serious challenges. South Sudan holds
oil wealth, but is still extraordinarily poor. The
new capital, Juba, is expanding at a fast pace,
but the country is bereft of an infrastructure
that can support commerce and development.
This huge new country of more than 250,000
square miles has less than 50 miles of paved
roads.

On average, a family in South Sudan must
spend 30 minutes just to secure their water for
cooking and bathing, and their water is often
not safe to drink. This is no doubt one reason
why South Sudan suffers a rate of infant mor-
tality that is among the highest in the world.
And Sudan is one of the most dangerous
places in the world to be a mother. In fact, a
girl in Sudan is more likely to die in childbirth
than to receive a primary education. We must
recommit ourselves to a new independence
for Sudan: independence from poverty.

And we must also recognize today that the
people of both the new republic and the state
from which it split continue to suffer the cruel
and indiscriminate evil of conflict. Even now,
so soon after the referendum in which nearly
99 percent of South Sudanese voiced their in-
tention to be free, we have witness to a vi-
cious armored assault on Abyei that displaced
some 100,000 people in May, while destroying
homes, churches and businesses. And in
June, the Khartoum government unleashed a
further assault on Sudanese civilians, this time
in south Kordofan State. The people of this re-
gion largely identify with South Sudan.

And so we also must recommit ourselves to
Sudan’s independence from war. | know that
the Obama Administration intends to stand
with our new ally in these other, critical libera-
tion struggles. | ask my colleagues to join me
as we remind Juba and Khartoum that we are
still watching, and we remain attentive to the
cause of peace with justice in both countries,
including in Kordofan, Blue Nile, Abyei and,
not least, Darfur.

And as we learned with the defeat of the
Soviets in Afghanistan, let us not abandon
them after we worked so hard to help them
secure their freedom.
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to rise today to express my con-
gratulations to The Republic of Korea for suc-
cessfully winning the bid to host the 2018 Win-
ter Olympic Games. Yesterday, the Inter-
national Olympic Committee selected the
beautiful site of Pyeongchang, in the Taebaek
mountain region, as the host city for the 2018
Games.

These 2018 Winter Games will take place
30 years following the successful 1988 Seoul
Summer Olympic Games. That year marked
the international recognition of the Republic of
Korea’s maturation as a leading economic
power and the emergence of the country as a
liberal democracy. In the 3 decades since,
South Korea has grown and matured at a re-
markable speed so that it now has the world’s
11th largest economy and is one of the top
trading partners of the United States.

No doubt many Korean immigrants to the
United States and their descendants are cele-
brating as a result of this announcement, and
justifiably so. The Olympic Games provide any
country the opportunity to shine, and | expect
that Korea will shine brightly in 2018.

As co-chair of the Congressional Caucus on
Korea, | wish to add my voice to the many
Americans—both friends of Korea and sports
enthusiasts—who today are cheering on the
excellent choice of Pyeongchang as the site of
the 2018 Winter Olympics.

———————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Doris O’'Donnell on the occasion of
her 90th birthday.

Ms. O’Donnell was born on July 10, 1921
and grew up in the Old Brooklyn neighborhood
of Cleveland. Her family was heavily involved
in the community; her father was a fireman,
her mother was a Democratic ward leader,
and her uncle was the county sheriff.

Her career in print journalism began in
1944, starting at the Cleveland News. She
would go on to work at numerous news-
papers, including the Lake County News-Her-
ald, the Tribune-Review based in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania, and the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Ms. O’Donnell was a pioneer for female
journalism. Her career spanned over five dec-
ades, and she covered such topics as police,
the court system, organized crime, and local
politics. She was the first female reporter to
reach “superstar’ status in the Cleveland
area, and she won more state and local jour-
nalism awards than any female journalist in
history.
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She was known as a big-story reporter, and
was able to use her fearless and brass-knuck-
les reporting style to report on such items as
the Kremlin, and the assassinations of John
Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr. Ms. O’Donnell’s late
husband, former Cleveland News city editor,
passed away in 1976. Ms. O’Donnell currently
lives in suburban Cleveland and serves on the
board of a charitable foundation.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring Ms. Doris O’Donnell, a woman
whose relentless pursuit of the truth enabled
her to rise to the top of Cleveland journalism,
and whose brilliant career was a gift to the
Cleveland community.

—————
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Miss Susie Mushatt Jones for
her love of life and service to her children.

Miss Susie as those close to her call her,
was born in Lowndes County, Alabama, as the
third of 11 children. Being raised in the seg-
regated south, Miss Susie developed a warm
and kind heart from the love her mother and
father expressed. Throughout her life she has
been led by a basic principle of giving all that
she has, while living an upbeat life.

Miss Susie looks favorably and positively on
her early life. After graduating from high
school, she taught for two months before
going to New Jersey in 1922. In New Jersey,
Miss Susie worked for a wealthy white family
which gave her the opportunity to travel from
coast to coast. Using her resources, Miss
Susie was able to send two of her nieces to
college while sending lavish gifts to other fam-
ily members. While traveling between coasts
Miss Susie looks back fondly on her time
spent in Hollywood where she was able to
meet movie stars such as Clark Gable, Cary
Grant, and George Raft.

Before retiring in 1965, during the height of
the civil rights movement, she took a job with
a Westchester County family that offered her
great resources that would further support her
family. Recently Miss Susie lost her vision, but
has managed to still be an active member in
her community, carrying on with an infectious
laugh and upbeat attitude. She remains an ac-
tive member of The Vandalia Houses tenant
patrol, sitting in the lobby asking guests to
sign in.

Miss Susie Jones has lived a full and joyful
life, and celebrated her 112th birthday this
week. She is believed to be the oldest living
New Yorker! The Vandalia Senior Center fund-
ed by NYC Department for the Aging and
sponsored by Millennium Development will be
hosting a party later in the month to honor this
milestone.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing the life of Miss Susie
Mushatt Jones.
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