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veterans, young male veterans are still
more likely to commit suicide than
those who have never served in Iraq or
Afghanistan.

When the suicide rate of veterans of
Iraq and Afghanistan spiked in 2004,
Congress responded by increasing VA’s
budget for mental health by nearly a
third. This allowed VA to create a vet-
erans crisis line and place suicide pre-
vention coordinators in every medical
center.

But if any veteran who needs help
cannot get help or does not know it is
available, the program is a failure. As
I said before, every suicide is tragic.
And more must be done.

This is why I strongly support this
amendment which would give the VA
the necessary additional resources to
let veterans know, through TV and so-
cial media, to reach out to our vet-
erans. I hope all of my colleagues will
stand with me and my colleague, Mr.
HoLT, in support of this amendment.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 12 minutes to the gentle-
lady from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE. Thank you so much to
the gentleman from Georgia.

I rise to support this omnibus amend-
ment and for the purpose of directing
the Department of Veterans Affairs to
examine its practices on how it plans
to rehabilitate and reuse national land-
marks that are aging, outdated, or in
obsolete condition within the VA infra-
structure and issue a report to Con-
gress no later than January 1, 2012, on
any actions taken or planned to be
taken to rehabilitate and use these na-
tional landmarks, to fulfill its respon-
sibilities under section 106 of the Na-
tional Historic Preservation and to our
veterans.

An example of these landmarks is the
Milwaukee Soldier’s Home, built in
1867, one of the original soldier’s homes
established by congressional legisla-
tion and approved by President Abra-
ham Lincoln on March 3, 1865. The sol-
dier’s home reflects how our foresisters
chose to care for and honor the soldiers
who fought to keep the country united
as one Nation.

I say foresisters because it was the
ladies of Milwaukee’s West Side Sol-
diers Aid Society whose tenacity and
dedication made it possible to raise the
funds necessary to create the Mil-
waukee Home for Disabled Volunteer
Soldiers which they generously gifted
to the soldier’s home system, a fore-
runner of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

This summer, on the 150th anniver-
sary of the Civil War, the soldier’s
home will hopefully be dedicated as a
national historic landmark.

I urge the Department of Veterans
Affairs to send a report to Congress.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
would note we’re pleased to support
this amendment. As the gentlewoman
has just pointed out, this Veterans
Hospital was created, I think she said
March 30 of 1865. That would have been
one of the last acts on Earth of Presi-
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dent Abraham Lincoln. So we’re
pleased to accept her amendment to
ensure the preservation of this very
historic and important piece of Amer-
ican history.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. We want to

commend the gentlelady for her
amendment and her compassion in of-
fering it.

While I have the time, let me discuss
the Altmire amendment which has
been offered, and Mr. ALTMIRE, I be-
lieve, is on his way to the floor. This
amendment will move $22 million from
the Veterans Administration’s general
administration account to the medical
and prosthetic research account.

A recent Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs heard testimony from
wounded soldiers about the disparity of
prosthetics technologies between the
Department of Defense and the vet-
erans health care. This amendment
will restore some of the funding that
was cut from the medical and pros-
thetic research account by taking a
small dollar amount from the VA gen-
eral administration account.

Wounded warriors are deserving of no
less than this Nation’s full commit-
ment. I rise in strong support of this
amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, I do
support Mr. ALTMIRE’s amendment.

Obviously, we are all committed to
supporting prosthetics research. Our
military doctors have done an extraor-
dinary job of saving the lives of these
young men and women who are wound-
ed in combat, and we want to make
sure we are giving them all the support
they need.

I am glad Mr. ALTMIRE has brought
this amendment to us. I understand he
is on the way to the floor because he
would like to speak on his amendment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. CULBERSON. I yield back the
balance of my time.

The CHAIR. The question is on the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Chairman, in
an effort to expedite consideration of
this bill and ensure our men and
women in uniform get all the help they
need as soon as possible, I move that
the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. RUN-
YAN) having assumed the chair, Mr.
TERRY, Chair of the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
2055) making appropriations for mili-
tary construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2012, and for other purposes, had come
to no resolution thereon.
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SECURING OUR SOUTHERN
BORDER

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I
want to take 1 minute to address, to-
night, an important bill the House
passed on Homeland Security, funding
all the agencies of Homeland Security.

In addition to funding our military,
the Military Construction bill which
we have just done, for Veterans Affairs,
we also have a fundamental obligation
to secure our borders. And the Home-
land Security bill that we just passed
does that in a number of important
ways, most importantly, for the people
of Texas.

I want to reassure everyone listening
tonight that the Texas delegation and
this Congress, this majority, will not
rest until the southern border is se-
cure, until we, with the full support of
the people that live along the border,
secure the border with zero tolerance,
using existing law, which means 6
months in jail for crossing the border
illegally, as we are doing in Del Rio
with the full support of the local com-
munity, arresting everybody that
crosses the border and throwing them
in jail for up to 6 months, with the ob-
vious exception of women and children.
But we are enforcing the law in Texas,
in Del Rio and in Laredo.

With the help of my friend HENRY
CUELLAR and the local community, we
are working in this majority to expand
that zero tolerance program from
Brownsville to San Diego. And I want
to thank the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, Mr. ADERHOLT, for allowing us,
through language in the bill, to expand
rapidly the use of available empty bed
space for illegal aliens so there are no
more police officers like we just lost,
another police officer in Houston,
Texas, to an illegal alien. And we are
not going to rest until that border is
secured, Mr. Speaker.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 292, REGARDING DEPLOY-
MENT OF UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES IN LIBYA, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 51, LIBYA WAR
POWERS RESOLUTION

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 112-99) on
the resolution (H. Res. 294) providing
for consideration of the resolution (H.
Res. 292) declaring that the President
shall not deploy, establish, or maintain
the presence of units and members of
the United States Armed Forces on the
ground in Libya, and for other pur-
poses, and providing for consideration
of the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. bl) directing the President, pursu-
ant to section 5(c) of the War Powers
Resolution, to remove the TUnited
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