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As former Rhodes scholar Elmer
Davis put it so simply, ‘‘The Nation
will remain the land of the free only so
long as it is the home of the brave.”

Our Nation owes Private Jeremy
Faulkner a debt of gratitude for his
bravery, and I am proud to stand here
and thank him for sacrificing his life
for strangers like me and my family as
well as the rest of the United States of
America.

So to Jeremy’s family and especially
to Jeremy, thank you.

———

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE IN SYRIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to stand shoulder to shoulder
with the legitimate aims of Syrian peo-
ple in their quest for freedom and de-
mocracy.

Ever since the Syrian people rose up
to demand their rights and dignity
from the Assad regime, they have faced
brutal repression. Their nonviolent
protest movement has been met with
repressive force, and this has been a
disgrace on the world scene.

The human rights abuses of the
Assad regime are unthinkable, and
they are historic and generational. It is
torturing its own people at this time,
including even children.

I was shocked and outraged by the
story of Hamza al-Khatib. He was a 13-
year-old boy who was Kkilled and tor-
tured and his body was returned to his
family on May 25 with clear signs of
torture and brutality. He had a broken
hand; his genitals were cut off and sev-
ered. This young man, only 13 years
old, will never see his family again be-
cause he has gone on.

But what happened to him the Syrian
people can’t forget, and his example
has inspired people to stand up for de-
mocracy. Over the past 3 months, a fa-
miliar pattern has emerged. People or-
ganize public demonstrations to de-
mand their God-given rights. Inevi-
tably, the government forces overreact
and Kkill peaceful protesters. Funerals
for the deceased garner even larger
demonstrations, which are then re-
pressed ever more brutally by the gov-
ernment.

The emergency situation in Syria
today reached a new level when tanks
rolled into Daraa. Since that time,
hundreds of peaceful demonstrators
have been Kkilled. Just this morning,
this very morning, Syrian forces killed
15 people when they shelled the town of
Rastan. Fifty-eight people have been
killed there in the past 3 days alone.
Over a thousand have been killed since
democracy protests began.

Mr. Speaker, it’s truly unfortunate
that the Assad regime missed the his-
toric opportunity that it had right be-
fore it to set a new pattern in the Arab
Spring, a pattern that above all re-
spects human rights. Instead, it chose
to become an enemy of its own people.

By murdering its own people and vio-
lating their fundamental right to secu-
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rity and liberty, the Assad regime has
lost any and all legitimacy to govern.
Legitimacy is gained through the con-
sent of the governed, not brutal repres-
sive crackdowns, jailings, and tor-
turing.

While we don’t know yet how events
will ultimately unfold in Syria, I want
to commend the activism of Syrian
Americans. Syrian Americans are
doing everything they can to support
their friends and their families. For ex-
ample, just last week the Syrian Amer-
ican Council organized a day of action
to support freedom and democracy in
Syria. Some 400-plus Syrian Americans
came all across the country to come to
Washington, D.C., to lobby their Rep-
resentatives in Congress, to dem-
onstrate at the Syrian Embassy, and to
organize committees to plan future ini-
tiatives.

That’s how democracy works, Mr.
Speaker; people coming together with
their common concerns to peaceably
petition their government. That’s what
makes America great, and that’s what
sets us apart from places like Syria
under the Assad regime. Syria could be
a great bastion of liberty, but not with
this illegitimate regime.

I stand with the patriotic Americans
in steadfast opposition to the gro-
tesque human rights abuses of the
Assad regime and once and for all call
upon it to respect the rights, dignity,
and democratic aspirations of its peo-
ple. The world will not forget Hamza
al-Khatib, Mr. Speaker. We won’t for-
get the legitimate yearnings for liberty
and justice from the people of Syria or
anywhere in the world.

————
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AMERICANS HAVE SPENDING
FATIGUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, the Congressional Quarterly
today has a headline that says, ‘““Some
House Republicans Showing Signs of
War Fatigue.”” Unfortunately, this
headline comes just the day after the
Appropriations Defense Subcommittee
has approved another $119 billion for
our overseas wars in Iraq, Afghanistan
and Libya. That’s $10 billion a month
and $2.3 billion each week.

By the most conservative estimates,
we have now spent over $2 trillion in
direct and indirect costs in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Most of this money has
gone into nation building rather than
stopping or defending against any real
threat. We have turned the Department
of Defense into the Department of For-
eign Aid, and the American people are
tired of it. They want us to stop re-
building Iraq and Afghanistan and
start taking care of our own people. We
are spending billions and billions that
we do not have—that we are having to
borrow—on people who do not appre-
ciate it unless they are on our payroll.
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Alfred Regnery, publisher of the con-
servative American Spectator maga-
zine, wrote last October that ‘“‘Afghani-
stan has little strategic value” and
‘“‘the war is one of choice rather than
necessity.” He added that it has been
“‘a wasteful and frustrating decade.”

The American people do not want,
nor can we afford, endless, permanent
wars. Nor do they want 11 or 12-year
wars that last about three times as
long as World War II.

You can never satisfy governments’
appetite for money or land. They al-
ways want more.

Every gigantic bureaucracy always
wants to expand its mission so it can
get more funding. Every government
agency always exaggerates the threats
or problems it is confronting so it can
get more money.

The Pentagon is a gigantic bureauc-
racy that will do everything within its
tremendous power to Kkeep getting
more and more money from the tax-
payers. But there have to be limits
somewhere, and fiscal conservatives
should be the ones most horrified by all
the hundreds of billions we have
poured, and continued to pour, down
these Iraqi, Afghan, Libyan rat holes.

The American people and conserv-
ative Republicans all over this country
are saying enough is enough. They
want us to stop rebuilding Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and paying for a useless war
in Libya and start rebuilding the
United States of America.

We are almost $14 trillion in debt and
headed much, much higher very, very
soon. Soon, we will be printing so much
money that our Social Security and
other pensions will be worth very lit-
tle. We have got to get our fiscal house
in order. We have got to stop spending
hundreds of billions all over the world
and start taking care of our own peo-
ple.

Georgie Anne Geyer, the conserv-
ative foreign policy columnist, wrote a
few months after the Iraqi war started
many years ago that ‘““‘Americans will
inevitably come to a point where they
have to choose between a government
that provides services at home or one
that seeks empire across the globe.”

Mr. Speaker, the American people
reached that point a long time ago.
Hopefully, the Congress will soon fol-
low their lead.

————
AMERICA’S HOUSING CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, in 2008,
gas prices that rose above $4 a gallon
triggered the Wall Street meltdown
and housing crisis that continue to
plague our country. We’re in the same
boat today again with gas prices going
over $4 a gallon, so be prepared.

I rise today to talk about that hous-
ing crisis that is devaluing our housing
stock across our country and destroy-
ing mneighborhoods and communities
across the Nation.
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