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good for the country as a whole. Aside
from the specific policy recommenda-
tions, the Iraq Study Group helped
force a moment of truth in our na-
tional conversation about the war ef-
fort. It was apparent last summer and
is still truer today that with roughly
100,000 U.S. troops presently in Afghan-
istan, no clear end is in sight to our
Nation’s longest running war, at 10
years and counting. Public support for
the war is at an all-time low. A na-
tional conversation about Afghanistan
is what is urgently needed.

Before proposing this idea to the
Obama administration, I spoke with a
number of knowledgeable individuals,
including former senior diplomats,
public policy experts, and retired and
active duty military. Many believed,
all believed our Afghanistan policy was
adrift. And there was a near unanimous
position that an Afghanistan-Pakistan
Study Group was needed. Among the
distinguished individuals who em-
braced the idea was former ambassador
to Iraq Ryan Crocker.

Sadly, the war has remained distant
for many Americans. It is rarely spo-
ken of from the Presidential bully pul-
pit. In fact, a recent Fox News piece re-
ported, ‘“The last time Obama specifi-
cally devoted a full public speech to Af-
ghanistan was December 9, 2009, 16
months ago, when he announced at
West Point that he was sending an ad-
ditional 30,000 U.S. troops to that war-
torn country.” And this Congress
ought to be looking at this also.

Further, the war is seldom covered in
great depth in the news. And yet, for
the husbands and wives, and mothers
and fathers, sons and daughters who
have sent off a loved one in uniform,
the war in Afghanistan is anything but
distant. It is uncertainty and sacrifice,
it is separation and worry, and many
times it is life and death.

Despite my several letters to the
President and other senior administra-
tion officials calling for a, quote, ‘‘vig-
orous, thoughtful, and principled de-
bate and discussion among some of our
Nation’s greatest minds,”’ the idea for
the study group has languished.

So today, after the Obama adminis-
tration has neglected this, I am intro-
ducing legislation to create an Afghan-
Pakistan Study Group comprised of na-
tionally known and respected individ-
uals who love their country more than
they love their political party, and who
would, I believe, serve to provide much
needed clarity to a policy that appears
adrift at best, and highly politicized at
worst.

In reading ‘‘Obama’s Wars,” I was
deeply troubled by Bob Woodward’s re-
porting, which indicated that discus-
sions of the war strategy were infused
with political calculations. Woodward
also wrote of an administration that
wrestled with the most basic questions
about the war: What is the mission?
What are we trying do? What will
work? These are questions that demand
answers. I believe that Americans of all
political viewpoints can embrace this
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fresh eyes approach, for it is always to
our national interest to openly assess
the challenges before us and to chart a
clear course to success.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
support of this legislation. This Con-
gress, both political parties, cannot do
what this administration is doing. We
cannot ignore this issue.

———

HOW GOP BUDGET IMPACTS
SENIORS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCHWARTz) for 5
minutes.

Ms. SCHWARTZ. For decades, Medi-
care has been a lifeline for older Amer-
icans, providing quality and affordable
health care for all seniors. But this
week House Republicans are proposing
to strip seniors of this guaranteed ben-
efit. The Republican budget proposal
dismantles Medicare as we know it,
telling seniors they are going to be on
their own to find insurance no matter
what the cost or how sick they are.
And it slashes Medicaid coverage for
seniors who need long-term care,
threatening our sickest, most frail el-
derly in nursing homes with no care at
all. This is absolutely the wrong ap-
proach to solving our Nation’s budget
problems.

Every day, 48 million elderly and dis-
abled Americans across this country
count on Medicare for their life-saving
medications, doctor visits, and hospital
care. Sixty-nine percent of people over
the age of 65, and they are both Demo-
crats and Republicans, oppose Medicare
becoming a voucher program. Seniors
know that changing Medicare to a
voucher program means that they will
no longer have access to a guaranteed
set of health benefits, that the value of
a limited voucher won’t keep up with
rising health care costs, that the
voucher would become insufficient over
time, and the care they need could be-
come unaffordable, that too many tax-
payer dollars will be spent on adver-
tising campaigns and administrative
costs instead of actual medical ex-
penses.

And seniors know that privatizing
Medicare means limits on benefits, ob-
stacles to care, uncertain reimburse-
ments, copayments for primary care or
specialty care, exclusions for certain
services, discrimination based on in-
come, illness, or age, and more uncer-
tainty if a serious illness or need for
long-term care occurs. Seniors know
that privatizing or voucherizing Medi-
care will mean that they pay more in
premiums or do without. And it doesn’t
end there.

In addition to Medicare cuts, Repub-
licans also want to take away Medicaid
for the nearly 6 million seniors who de-
pend on it for nursing home or long-
term care. They say proudly that they
will cut funding to States by $1 tril-
lion. This means that disabled and frail
elderly Americans will be placed on
waiting lists for services or have no ac-
cess to care at all.
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In Pennsylvania, my home State,
nearly 40 percent of funds spent on
long-term care would be at risk. This
includes 62 percent of nursing home
residents and 25,000 Pennsylvanian sen-
iors who receive home health services.

And yet when Republicans had the
opportunity to reduce costs while
maintaining and strengthening care for
our seniors, they demonized the plan,
voting time and again to stop impor-
tant improvements in Medicare. And
they still want to repeal the law that
eliminates copayments for preventive
care services, that makes prescription
drug benefits more affordable and im-
proves coordination of care and health
outcomes, reduces errors and reduces
costs for seniors.

They want to repeal the law that
curbs the growth in Medicare spending,
saves taxpayers almost $500 billion by
ending overpayments to insurance
companies, and extends the life of the
Medicare Trust Fund for 12 years. In-
stead, the Republicans here in Wash-
ington want to end Medicare as we
know it and put health care for Amer-
ican seniors at great risk.

As a senior member of the Budget
Committee, I know how important it is
to find solutions to reducing the def-
icit. To do this right, the solution must
include spending cuts, tax policy re-
form, and economic growth.

We should not fix our budget prob-
lems by failing to meet our obligations
to our seniors. Every day we hear how
determined Republicans are to slash
billions of dollars from the central pro-
grams because we simply can’t afford
it. They say we can’t afford to make
investments in the future. We can’t af-
ford to educate our children or fix our
roads or fuel innovation or cover
health care costs for seniors.

Yet in the same proposal to slash
Medicare and Medicaid for millions of
seniors, Republicans make permanent
tax cuts for the wealthiest 2 percent of
Americans. In the very same budget
proposal where Republicans take away
guaranteed benefits for seniors, they
protect billions of tax subsidies to the
oil and gas industry.

In the very same budget proposal
where Republicans give seniors a lim-
ited voucher to pay for higher insur-
ance premiums, they protect the Pen-
tagon from spending cuts on unneces-
sary weapon systems.

One trillion dollars in tax expendi-
tures, $700 billion in tax cuts for the
wealthy few, $40 billion in tax breaks
for oil companies, and billions of dol-
lars to continue inefficiencies at the
Pentagon—all of this spending is pro-
tected by the Republican budget. And
instead, they choose to slash benefits
to our seniors and our disabled Ameri-
cans.

Budgets are about priorities and
they’re about our values. Yes, we
should get serious about our Nation’s
deficit, but let’s be sure that our prior-
ities are right and we do not threaten
our obligations to our seniors, to our
children, or to America’s future.
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SUPPORT NATIONAL
AUCTIONEERING DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. LONG) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor one of the cornerstones of
American capitalism and my profes-
sion for over 30 years, that being
auctioneering. Auctioneers sell ap-
proximately $250 billion in assets each
year in the United States, and this fig-
ure does not include the millions of
transactions that occur online with on-
line auctions.

It’s estimated that there are 20,000
auctioneers in the Nation, the vast ma-
jority of which are small business own-
ers. Auto auctions make up the largest
volume of auctions, with over $80 bil-
lion in vehicles being sold by auc-
tioneers annually in the United States.
If you drive a used car, chances are
very good it’s been across the auction
block.

Auctions and auctioneers have ex-
isted for over 2,000 years.
Auctioneering was fundamental in the
creation of commerce here in the
United States. Auctioneers first ar-
rived in the United States when the
Pilgrims arrived.

You go to an auction in Kalamazoo,
Michigan; Branson, Missouri; Tucson,
Arizona; Portland, Oregon; Miami,
Florida—anywhere you go to an auc-
tion in this country, we all go by one
handle, and that handle is ‘‘colonel.”
You can walk up to an auctioneer in
any auction in the United States, you
don’t know that auctioneer’s name,
you say, ‘‘Hey, Colonel,” they’ll turn
around and answer you.

Why ‘‘colonel”? That dates back to
the Civil War in this country. After the
Civil War, they needed a way to get rid
of the mules and tack and things they
had left over, supplies; so they did that
by a matter of public auction. They
nominated the Army colonels to serve
as the auctioneers. Now, they didn’t
have any professional training as auc-
tioneers; however, they would just say,
“I’m at a dollar for this saddle, a dol-
lar-fifty. Anyone give two dollars? Sold
at a dollar-fifty.”” So when you hear
the term ‘‘colonel,”” that’s where it
originated, back in the Civil War.

Auctioneers were instrumental in the
formation of early commerce by selling
crops, imports, livestock, tools, to-
bacco, fur, and farms. Even President
George Washington was a big auction
fan and an avid buyer at public auc-
tion.

For over 30 years, I had the honor of
selling real estate at public auction.
Did I sell depressed, distressed real es-
tate? Once in a very great while. But I
sold real estate as people’s first option,
not their last resort. So keep in mind,
auctions could be a way to achieve the
highest value in the shortest amount of
time. If you’ve got a hot property, in-
stead of having it listed and sold in 1
day or 2 days, put it up at public auc-
tion and see what happens.

Every day auctioneers work with
banks, attorneys, accountants, busi-
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nesses, individuals, and government
agencies to liquidate property seized
and surplus property. Auctioneers cre-
ate a competitive marketplace and
connect buyers with sellers every day.

The National Auctioneers Associa-
tion and its members strive to advance
the auction methods of marketing and
upholding the highest standards of pro-
fessionalism to the national public. For
over 20 years, National Auctioneers
Day has been observed by State and
local governments.

For those reasons and more, JEFF
DUNCAN, another freshman auctioneer
Member of Congress here, and I want to
make this, the third Saturday in April,
National Auctioneers Day. We will be
dropping a bill to that effect. This
would heighten the awareness of people
in the United States of the contribu-
tions made by auctions and auctioneers
to the history of the Nation and its
economy.

Auctions are the last stronghold of
the competitive free market enterprise
system and continue to be the most ef-
fective means of establishing a fair
market value.

Also, one other thing. Being an auc-
tioneer in Congress, the way our debt
is running out of control, they find it
very handy to have JEFF DUNCAN and
me here in Washington. We are two of
the few people that can actually keep
up with the national debt:

I'm at a trillion now 2, 2 trillion dol-
lars now 3 woodygive 3 trillion, 3 tril-
lion bid and now 4, 4 trillion, now 5, 5
trillion dollars now six are ye able to
buy ’em at 6, 6 trillion now 7,
woodygive 7 trillion, 7 trillion dollars
bid now 8, 8 trillion dollars now 9, 9
trillion now 10 woodygive 10 trillion
dollars, 10 trillion dollars now 11, 11
trillion now 12, do I hear 12 trillion dol-
lars, 11 trillion bid now 12, 11 trillion
bid now 12 now 12 woodygive 12 trillion
dollars, 12 now 13, 12 trillion bid now 13,
13 trillion now 14 woodygive 14, 14 tril-
lion dollars now 15 woodygive 15 tril-
lion. Sold, 14 trillion dollars.

Thankfully, Mr. Speaker, we also can
say those numbers backwards; so when
we get the spending under control here,
I'll be back.

———
ELIMINATING HIV/AIDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RANGEL. I thank you for the op-
portunity to greet a group of ministers
that have come to the Nation’s capital
in order to support the resources to
eliminate HIV and AIDS virus infec-
tions.

It is strange how God has made us
forget the blessings that we have with
good health until, of course, that
health is endangered, and then we rec-
ognize that what we have depended on
may be threatened or may be gone or
may not even exist for the 40,000 people
that don’t enjoy health insurance.

But because this disease has such a
stigma and because a million Ameri-
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cans suffer from it, and 500,000 Ameri-
cans have died from it, it has been a
very costly situation in terms of pro-
viding the medication to stop the dis-
ease and to prevent death. And death is
certain without treatment.

These ministers have formed, some 20
years ago, in a group that was headed
by Deborah House—and today it is di-
rected by C. Virginia Fields, and Pas-
tor Calvin Butts from the Abyssinian
Baptist Church, a landmark in Harlem,
New York City, and the country—have
brought together ministers from all
over the country as well as the Na-
tional Medical Association and other
outstanding people to make people
aware of the fact that this disease is
not only caused by the infection of the
virus, but it’s caused by reckless sex,
unprotected sex, actions of men that
are in prison, actions that when they
come home they transmit through sex-
ual activities to their wives.
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So to a large extent, it is the igno-
rance of people that has caused this
disease to explode and to spread beyond
the communities where it was initi-
ated.

It has cost a lot of money in order to
make certain that we control the
spread of this disease, but it doesn’t
really take that much money to be ac-
tive in making certain that people are
educated about the threat of those dis-
eases.

And that is why they come to Wash-
ington today, when there is a belief
that Medicaid that provides health
care for the very, very poor—that it is
not in jeopardy by people who want to
transfer a Federal, a national, respon-
sibility to the States, as we find pro-
posals coming up this week.

That is why Medicare, which is a na-
tional program, is being threatened by
the idea that people can get a voucher
and go out and get insurance from an
insurance company. Imagine going to
an insurance company, being infected
with AIDS, a terminal disease, and see-
ing what costs the private insurance
company would ask you for without
Federal assistance.

So it seems to me that all people—
black, white, Catholic, and Protes-
tant—could come together in terms of
answering the question, How do you
treat the lesser among us? How do you
treat the poor in our community? And
isn’t it a fact that if we reach out a
hand and provide the medicine and the
support for those people who are in-
fected with HIV and with AIDS, in the
longer sense what we are doing is al-
lowing Americans to be more produc-
tive, healthy, having healthy families
and healthy children so that they will
be able to get an education, a decent
job, and provide America with the type
of talent that is so important if we are
going to meet the obligations of this
new age where technology is going to
be so important if we’re going to be
competitive.

So now is the time, where these min-
isters have come to our Nation’s Cap-
ital, perhaps to reach out to people of
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