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Ms. Nicholson served as Vice President and
Assistant General Counsel at The Chase Man-
hattan Bank. In 2003, as an Executive on
Loan from JPMorgan, she began working with
Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation
(BSRC) in Brooklyn to restructure and reposi-
tion the corporation’s anchor commercial real
estate and public housing assets. She subse-
quently served in the position of Executive
Vice President and General Counsel at Bed-
ford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation. In
2006, Ms. Nicholson returned to Wall Street
practice and corporate finance as a senior at-
torney in the financial products group at
Clifford Chance, the leading international fi-
nance law firm.

On October 1, 2010, Ms. Nicholson
launched her private practice, as principal of
Yolande I. Nicholson P.C., specializing in fore-
closure prevention, litigation and defense. Ms.
Nicholson is the author of a White Paper:
“Proposal to Appropriate Funding Available
under the Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act (“EESA”) in Keeping with The Troubled
Asset Relief Program (“TARP”) to Stabilize
Hardest-Hit Communities, Support Selected
Homeowner Families and Achieve Quantifiable
Returns on Investment for Taxpayers and
Main Street Communities” (copyright July
2010). With the White Paper, she lends her
knowledge and voice to the proposals aimed
at precluding foreclosure sales against home-
owners who are hardest hit by high unemploy-
ment, predatory lending and mortgage fraud.

Ms. Nicholson was born in Grenada, W.I.,
into an extended family of ever-aspiring par-
ents, grandparents, aunts and uncles that in-
cluded notable school principals, teachers,
nurses, musicians and entrepreneurs. She
credits her father for teaching her and her sib-
lings the value of community activism; her
mother for teaching them the value of commu-
nity service; and both for serving as daily ex-
amples of grace and dignity. She aims to con-
tinue applying her law license, experience and
practice in a manner that is responsible and
thoughtful when delivering advice and rep-
resentation to clients.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Yolande Nicholson.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER
CALOMIRIS

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in honoring the life of Christopher Calomiris,
who is fondly remembered by the residents of
the District of Columbia and this region for a
landmark business, Calomiris Fruits & Vegeta-
bles at the Eastern Market—a family owned
and operated business for 62 years.

As the child of Greek immigrants, Chris-
topher grew up on Capitol Hill and was
groomed in his father's D.C. produce busi-
ness, which was located in several markets
before settling at Eastern Market. With Chris-
topher Calomiris’ gentle and dependable guid-
ance, Calomiris Fruits & Vegetables thrived
and continues to offer their signature friendly,
high-quality customer service with the leader-
ship of Christopher's wife, Maria, and the
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Calomiris children, Tom, Leon, and Joy, all of
whom helped in this classic generational busi-
ness.

Christopher Calomiris’ battle with cancer
over the last several years did not prevent him
from working on weekends to continue to sup-
port the family business. The business that
Christopher Calomiris built represents the best
tradition of family-centered, American-made
business.

In recognizing his lifetime of hard and pro-
ductive work and service to the community, |
ask the House to join me in honoring the life
and legacy of Christopher Calomiris of
Calomiris Fruits & Vegetables in Washington,
DC.

———

CONGRATULATING SKYLINE HIGH
SCHOOL ON ITS 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commend Skyline
High School for 40 years of outstanding serv-
ice to the Dallas community. Skyline first
opened on March 1st, 1971 as our nation’s
first magnet school. Since then, thousands of
students have graced the halls of Skyline, and
many have gone on to make immense con-
tributions to the Dallas Metroplex.

Skyline’s diverse student body has excelled
academically with students earning nearly $25
million in scholarships last year. Under the
leadership of Principal Harold Wright, Skyline
earned a “higher performing school” rating
from the National Center for Education Ac-
countability. The motto of “Unity in Ef-
fort...Pride in Result” exemplifies the drive and
achievement of Skyline’s students, teachers
and administrators.

Skyline has had many illustrious alumni, in-
cluding: Dallas City Counsel Member, Pauline
Medrano; Olympian, Michael Johnson; and
Bryan Trubey, principle designer and architect
of the new Dallas Cowboys stadium. These in-
dividuals continue to utilize their education at
Skyline to give back to the community.

Skyline High School was the first of many
outstanding magnet schools in the Dallas
area, and helped revolutionize the way we ap-
proach education. They have shown with the
proper resources and motivation students can
and will succeed. | am proud to represent Sky-
line High School, and look forward to its suc-
cess in the years ahead.

—

HONORING FIREFIGHTER HOWARD
CARPENTER

HON. NAN A.S. HAYWORTH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Firefighter Howard Carpenter of
Kent, New York for his steadfast commitment
and dedication to our community as a forty-
year active member of the Kent Volunteer Fire
Department. Firefighter Carpenter is a found-
ing member of the Kent Fire Department and
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has remained active for the entirety of its ex-
istence. Firefighters like Mr. Carpenter have a
crucial role in protecting our homes and fami-
lies. It is because of committed volunteer fire-
fighters like Mr. Carpenter that our commu-
nities have active emergency responders that
come to our rescue in our times of need. Mr.
Carpenter has a longstanding history of com-
mitment to his community and his fellow fire-
fighters. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recog-
nize Firefighter Howard Carpenter for his 40
years of outstanding fire service.

A TRIBUTE TO SHEILA A. DURANT
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Sheila A. Dur-
ant.

Early on, Sheila Durant discovered her life’s
passion: educating children. She carried this
passion for over 30 years and continues to do
so. Sheila was born and raised in New York
City, as one of five children. At an early age,
her parents instilled the value of discipline, de-
termination, and having a dream. Sheila knew
her calling was to be an educator. Sheila’s
own education began in the New York City’s
public school system, a diverse and multicul-
tural learning environment. She went on to
enter the CUNY system and earned a Mas-
ter's degree in special education from Hunter
College. Sheila later received an Administra-
tive Diploma in School Administration from the
City College of New York.

When Sheila Durant became Assistant Prin-
cipal at P.S. 69, in 2003, the State of New
York designated the school, “a School in
Need of Improvement.” Fortunately, she
worked with a principal who was an out-
standing educational leader, mentor and col-
laborative partner. Together, they sought to
build a “learning” community, dedicated to a
climate of open communication, sharing, col-
laboration, and respect. They began reform at
P.S. 69 by implementing conflict resolution
platforms for teachers, students, and parents.
The school is now constantly improving. Since
2003, Advocates for Children recognized P.S.
69 as both a school of choice and one of the
“top 100 schools” in New York City. Today,
Sheila is the Principal of P.S. 69. Her journey
from Assistant Principal to Principal gave her
invaluable insight into making P.S. 69 a suc-
cessful child-centered educational environ-
ment.

Growing as a leader and a continual learn-
er, Ms. Durant is involved in a number of other
organizations. She is a member of the Greater
Central Baptist Church, New York Academy of
Public Education, New York Elementary
School Principal Association, Schools That
Can, Harvard’s Wide World, CEI-PEA, North
American Reggio Emilia Alliance, and Asso-
ciation for Supervision and Curriculum Devel-
opment. She is also the Executive Board
member for Council School Consortium and
serves as a board member of 500 men.

A guiding principle influenced Sheila’s ca-
reer: “Good teachers move mountains for their
students, great teachers show their students
how to move mountains for themselves.”
Sheila’s goal is to prepare her students with
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