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HONORING MEMBERS OF THE
4175TH CID

HON. VICKY HARTZLER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the safe return of 10 Missouri Na-
tional Guardsmen from the 4175th Military Po-
lice Detachment Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion.

The soldiers are returning from a nearly
year-long deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan.
They were responsible for conducting criminal
investigations for the Army. The group con-
sists of Soldiers from Jefferson City, Colum-
bia, O’Fallon, High Ridge, Hannibal, and St.
Charles. The unit commander is Chief Warrant
Officer 2 Timothy Forney, of Hannibal, MO.

Without Soldiers like those in the 4175th
CID, we would not enjoy the freedoms we
have today, and | am eternally grateful for
their service. It is only fitting that they return
home safely to their families and loved ones.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | ask all my col-
leagues to join me in welcoming home the
members of the 4175th CID, and thanking
them for their continued sacrifice as members
of the Armed Forces.

———————

HONORING THE DISABLED AMER-
ICAN VETERANS CHAPTER 91 OF
DECATUR

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following:

Whereas, DeKalb County serves as home
for many Veterans who have served honorably
in the United States Military; and

Whereas, the Disabled American Veterans
Chapter 91 of Decatur is an organization that
continues to serve those who have rep-
resented our nation in times of peace and war;
and

Whereas, our beloved county, continues to
rely on the wisdom, leadership and service
from the Disabled American Veterans to assist
and build our community; and

Whereas, this unique organization has given
of themselves tirelessly and unconditionally to
preserve integrity and advocate strongly for
our disabled veterans and their families; and

Whereas, the Disabled American Veterans
Chapter 91 continues to serve our county by
being the sword and shield of those who
served our country in the United States mili-
tary; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize the Disabled
American Veterans Chapter 91 of Decatur,
Georgia for their outstanding service to our
District;

Now Therefore, I, Henry C. “Hank” John-
son, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 20, 2011
as Disabled American Veterans Chapter 91
Day in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 20th day of March, 2011.
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CONGRATULATIONS GORDY
FAMILY

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am happy to congratulate my good friend
Thomas Gordy and his wife Theresa on the
birth of their son Trenton Talmadge Gordy.
Trenton was born on Tuesday, February 15,
2011, in Manassas, Virginia. He is welcomed
home by his sister Sarah Gordy.

Trenton Talmadge Gordy is seven pounds
and one ounce of pride and joy to his loving
grandparents, Timmy and Kay Gordy of Mon-
roe, Louisiana, Toni and Michael LeBlanc of
Shreveport, Louisiana, and Canoy and Lynn
Mayo of West Monroe, Louisiana.

| 'am so excited for this new blessing to the
Gordy family and wish them all the best.

HONORING GEOFFREY BREITKOPF
HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, it is
with tremendous pride, but overwhelming grief,
that | take to the floor today to honor one of
my constituents who was taken from us far
before his time, Officer Geoffrey Breitkopf.

When there is danger, there are two types
of people. There are the majority of people
who run from it, and then there are those
brave few who run towards it. Officer Breitkopf
was one of those brave few.

He served as a Nassau County Police Offi-
cer for more than 12 years, the majority of that
time was spent serving in the elite Bureau of
Special Operations. Always hard working, Offi-
cer Breitkopf earned a spot in the BSO in ap-
proximately half the time it normally takes. He
was highly decorated for his various acts of
bravery, including five Command Recognition
Awards, four Meritorious Police Service
Awards and one Medal of Commendation.

Despite having a family and an incredibly
demanding job, Officer Breitkopf also found
time to serve his community. He was a mem-
ber of the Selden Fire Department for the past
15 years and served in the heavy rescue com-
pany, which handles search and rescue,
house fires and extricating people from cars.

Tragically, Officer Breitkopf died in the line
of duty, doing the job he loved so much and
excelled at so well. My thoughts and prayers
are with his fellow officers and his family, es-
pecially his wife, Paula, and their two sons
Connor and Owen.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent a
true hero like Officer Geoffrey Breitkopf and
ask that we take a moment to reflect on his
service to Long Island.

2011 BRAIN AWARENESS WEEK
HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to commemorate Brain Awareness Week
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(BAW) and the benefits of this informative
week in educating students and the general
public on brain science in my congressional
district and across the country. Brain Aware-
ness Week, launched in 1996, brings together
the Society for Neuroscience, the Dana Alli-
ance for Brain Initiatives, and 2400 other orga-
nizations in 76 countries who share a common
goal of improving public awareness of brain
and nervous system research. During Brain
Awareness Week, which is being held March
14-20, neuroscientists around the globe edu-
cate K—12 students, senior citizens and the
public at large on the wonders of the human
brain. These activates include tours of neuro-
science laboratories, museum exhibitions, and
classroom discussions on elements of the
human brain. This year, in my congressional
district, high school students will have an op-
portunity to learn about brain physiology by
working with Kent State University’s graduate
students to dissect a sheep’s brain. This event
will get these kids excited about the mysteries
of the mind and the nature of scientific dis-
covery. Today, in recognition of Brain Aware-
ness Week, | would like to highlight a serious
neurological disorder that affects millions of
Americans—impacting their livelihoods and
families: Addiction. In fact, 9 percent of Ameri-
cans—more than 22 million people—abuse
drugs on a regular basis.

As co-chair of the Congressional Addiction,
Treatment and Recovery Caucus, | under-
stand the urgency of treating addiction and the
burden this neurological disorder has on lives,
loved ones, and our economy. According to
the U.S. Office of National Drug Control, each
year, more than half a trillion dollars is lost to
substance abuse in the United States alone.
These losses are realized across the board—
in health, criminal, and productivity-related
areas. That impact totals about $181 billion for
illicit drugs, $168 billion for tobacco, and $185
billion for alcohol. Even more worrisome are
the statistics on drug-induced mortality. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
reported that more than 38,000 people in the
United States died of legal or illegal sub-
stances in 2006. That figure doesn’t even in-
clude the 300,000 to 450,000 deaths each
year attributed to nicotine addiction. As dis-
turbing as these numbers are, they don’t re-
flect the unquantifiable impact of drug abuse.
Drug abuse dissolves families, shreds the so-
cial fabric in neighborhoods, leads to loss of
jobs and income, contributes to poor school
and job performance, and is often a causal
factor in domestic violence and auto acci-
dents.

Mr. Speaker, the consequences of sub-
stance abuse for children in society are espe-
cially tragic. Drug-addicted parents often don’t
properly care for their children, neglecting
medical and educational needs, and failing to
provide basic food and shelter. When parents
fail, the government must step in. These defi-
cits are ultimately made up for by the tax-
payer. Although more than 75 percent of illicit
drug users are employed, these adults are
more likely to frequently change jobs, be in-
volved in accidents, be absent, and be less
productive even when at work. Notably, heavy
drinkers are absent from work four to eight
times more often than non-addicts. According
to the National Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA), drug use changes brain chemistry and
physiology beyond just the brain’s reward sys-
tem and includes regions involved in memory,
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learning, impulse control, stress reactivity, and
more. Repeated drug exposure “resets” these
circuits toward compulsive behavior so that a
person’s control over the desire to seek and
use drugs is compromised, despite dev-
astating consequences.

Over the course of the last three decades,
the scientific and medical communities have
made amazing strides in the understanding
and treatment of drug abuse and addiction.
Combined biological, epidemiological, and so-
cial science discoveries have given us a de-
tailed understanding of the risks, mechanisms,
and consequences of drug abuse and addic-
tion. Today, the rate of cigarette smoking in
youth is at its lowest recorded point since
tracking of teen drug use and attitudes began
in 1975.

Marijuana use has shown a consistent de-
cline since the mid-1990s, although that trend
has flattened in recent years; a study released
last month by NIDA found that daily use of
marijuana among America’s youth is making a
bold comeback—surpassing tobacco use.

Mr. Speaker, recent scientific advances
have revolutionized our understanding of ad-
diction as a chronic, relapsing, disease and
not a moral failure. According to the NIDA sci-
entists have now identified the specific sites of
action in the brain where every major drug of
abuse has its initial effects, including opiates,
methamphetamine, cocaine, tobacco, and
marijuana. Brain imaging technology has dem-
onstrated that addiction is a brain disease by
delineating profound disruptions in the specific
brain circuits affected by addiction. In-depth,
NIH-supported studies of chronic drug expo-
sure confirmed that by causing abnormal regu-
lation of key brain receptor, addictive drugs
modify the strength of connections between
neurons. The scientific knowledge we have
accumulated will be used to transform the way
we treat addiction and how we prevent drug
abuse and its escalation to addiction.
Neuroscientists are working to identify the ge-
netic and environmental factors that put peo-
ple at risk. For instance, genes account for
about 50 percent of a person’s risk of becom-
ing addicted, and environmental factors influ-
ence the effect of these genes. Progress in
genetics research will lead to more refined
prevention and treatment interventions tar-
geted to individual risk or to modifiable envi-
ronmental influences.

Now, it’s time for our policies to catch up
with the research findings. We have to under-
stand that addiction is a treatable disease re-
quiring continuing care and multifaceted ap-
proaches, like diabetes, or heart and res-
piratory disease. We have to continue to sup-
port the research advancements by investing
in a strong, sustainable research funding plat-
form for the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
and the National Science Foundation (NSF)
that will bring us further in understanding and
treating drug abuse and addiction. Failure to
properly address this growing problem will
only lead to more lives ruined or extinguished
by drugs, more families broken by abuse, and
more taxpayer money squandered on ineffec-
tive programs.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing Brain Awareness Week,
which exposes our constituents to the won-
ders and mysteries of the brain. | also ask that
you join me in continuing to support basic re-
search funded through the NIH and NSF that
provides a foundation for new addiction treat-
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ments and drug abuse prevention methods
that have an enormous impact on the lives of
millions of Americans.

———

ROTA CULTURAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES STUDY ACT

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, today | am re-in-
troducing the Rota Cultural and Natural Re-
sources Study Act. The bill authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to study the suitability
and feasibility of designating certain areas of
prehistoric, historic, and natural significance
on the island of Rota in the Northern Mariana
Islands as a unit of the National Park System.

Rota is truly a “jewel,” as the gentlewoman
from California, Ms. NAPOLITANO, called the is-
land at last year's hearing on this same bill.
National Park Service representatives who
conducted a reconnaissance survey there in
2004 reported that Rota has the best-pre-
served village sites of the ancient Chamorro
people and that Rota’s native limestone for-
ests provide habitat to locally and federally
protected, rare bird species.

The House of Representatives approved the
Rota Park study under suspension of the rules
in July last year. There was no objection or
controversy. But, unfortunately, the other body
did not have time on its agenda to act before
the 111th Congress ended.

Now, | ask that we quickly restart the proc-
ess of having the Park Service study the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating parts of
Rota for a national park.

There are time pressures involved. Rota is
at a crossroads. Major land use changes are
possible resulting from development by the
U.S. military on the neighboring island of
Guam. We have to know which areas on Rota
can be and need to be protected, so that the
people of Rota can maintain the important cul-
tural and natural features of their island while
at the same time taking advantage of opportu-
nities for economic development.

For these reasons the leaders of Rota sup-
port the study. The Honorable Teresita
Santos, Rota’s representative in the Northern
Mariana Islands House of Representatives,
flew to Washington, DC to speak in support of
the bill at the hearing by Natural Resources
Subcommittee on Oceans, Wildlife and Insular
Affairs last year.

The Mayor of Rota, the Honorable Melchor
Mendiola, submitted his letter for the record
during last year’s consideration of the bill in
the House. He, too, supported passage.

Today, | am including another letter of sup-
port for the study bill. This letter is from the
Honorable Paul S. Manglona, President of the
Northern Mariana Islands Senate, who rep-
resents Rota in the Senate.

And, of course, the National Park Service
reconnaissance survey also recommended
that the cultural and natural resources are
truly of national significance and that the ap-
propriate next step is a suitability and feasi-
bility study.

The people of Rota have done a tremen-
dous job over the millennia in protecting the
treasures of their remarkable island. Let us
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support their efforts. Let us determine whether
this “jewel” should be considered by Congress
for inclusion in the National Park System.

| ask that my colleagues support the Rota
Cultural and Natural Resources Study Act.

THE SENATE,
NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH
LEGISLATURE,
Saipan, MP, March 15, 2011.
Hon. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
Delegate, Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, Cannon House Office Build-
ing, Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN, I am writing to sup-
port the Rota Cultural and Natural Re-
sources Study Act (Act). The Act authorizes
the Secretary of the Interior to study the
suitability of designating prehistoric, his-
toric and limestone forest sites on Rota as a
unit of the National Park System.

As testified to by Commonwealth Legis-
lator Representative Teresita Santos for the
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife,
Oceans, and Insular Affairs, the Island of
Rota is unique in the Marianas as the only
primarily inhabited island spared fighting
during World War II. Consequently, plant
and animal life was spared the near total de-
struction similar on Saipan and Tinian.

Archaeologists describe Rota as having the
most intact and numerous historic sites of
any island in the Mariana Archipelago. Rota
has the best examples in the Marianas of
Latte houses, the ancient stone houses of the
Chamorro culture. Four prehistoric sites on
Rota are included in the Register of Historic
Places, Monchon Archeological District,
Taga Latte Stone Quarry, the Dugi Archeo-
logical Site, and the Chugai Pictograph Cave
containing examples of ancient Chamorro
rock art.

In addition to prehistoric sites, historic
relics from the Japanese period—on the His-
toric Register of Historic Places—include
Kohatsu Kabushiki Kaisha Sugar Mill, Japa-
nese Coastal Defense Gun and the Japanese
Hospital.

Natural resources are prevalent on Rota
primarily due to its native limestone forests
that provide habitat for federally endangered
listed species including the Mariana crow
and the Rota bridled white-eye birds, in addi-
tion to two (2) plant species endemic to
Rota.

The National Park Service completed a
preliminary resource assessment regarding
Rota in 2005, concluding designating Rota as
part of the national park system appeared to
be the best way to ensure the long term pro-
tection of Rota’s pre-historic and historic
natural and man-made habitat and struc-
tures. I strongly encourage you, along with
the Rota Legislative Delegation, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to study the
suitability of designating prehistoric, his-
toric and limestone forest sites on Rota as a
unit of the National Park System.

Sincerely,
PAUL A. MANGLONA,
Senate President.

———

CONGRATULATING MR. RICHARD
ORNELLAS FOR HIS COMMIT-
MENT TO THE CLOSE UP WASH-
INGTON CIVIC EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2011

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Richard Ornellas, an outstanding
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