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Small businesses are the economic 

engine of the American economy. Ac-
cording to the Small Business Adminis-
tration, small businesses employ just 
over half of all private sector employ-
ees and create over 50 percent of our 
nonfarm GDP. Illinois alone is home to 
258,000 small employers and more than 
885,000 self-employers. 

Small businesses are helping to lead 
the way on American innovation. 
These firms produce 13 times more pat-
ents per employee than large patenting 
firms, and their patents are twice as 
likely to be among the most cited 
among all patents. Small business 
breakthroughs led to the development 
of airplanes, FM radio, and the per-
sonal computer. Unfortunately, the 
share of small-entity patents is declin-
ing, according to a New York Univer-
sity researcher. 

While S. 23 takes great strides in re-
forming our patent system, it can still 
be daunting for a small business owner 
or inventor to obtain a patent. In many 
instances, the value of a patent is what 
keeps that new small business afloat. 

It is vital for America’s future com-
petitiveness, her economic growth, and 
her job creation that these innovators 
spend their time developing new prod-
ucts and processes that will build our 
future, not wading through govern-
ment redtape. Our amendment would 
help small firms navigate the bureauc-
racy by establishing the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office Ombudsman 
Program to assist small businesses 
with their patent filing issues. The pro-
vision was first conceived as part of the 
Small Business Bill of Rights, which I 
introduced in the House, to expand em-
ployment and help small businesses 
grow. The Small Business Bill of 
Rights and this amendment are en-
dorsed by the National Federation of 
Independent Business. I am proud to 
have this as part of a 10-point plan to 
be considered here in the Senate. 

I wish to thank Senator MARK PRYOR 
of Arkansas, who is the lead Demo-
cratic cosponsor of this amendment. He 
is a strong and consistent supporter of 
small business, and I appreciate his 
partnership on this important pro-
gram. I also thank Chairman LEAHY 
and Ranking Member GRASSLEY and 
their staffs for working with us on this 
amendment and for preserving this 
critical legislation. 

Our Founding Fathers recognized the 
importance of a strong patent system 
that protects and incentivizes innova-
tors. I look forward to supporting S. 23, 
which will provide strong intellectual 
property rights to further our techno-
logical advancement. 

In sum, we should help foster innova-
tion by protecting innovators, espe-
cially small business men and women, 
and I urge adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
AMENDMENT NO. 121 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank 
the Senator from Illinois for his con-
tribution to this effort. 

I ask unanimous consent that we set 
aside the Kirk-Pryor amendment and 
go back to the pending business, which 
is the managers’ amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I under-
stand there will be another Senator 
who will come down and speak, and in 
the meantime I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the distin-
guished Senator from Michigan, Ms. 
STABENOW, be recognized as though in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Michigan. 
(The remarks of Ms. STABENOW are 

printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Morning Business.’’) 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:34 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. WEBB). 
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PATENT REFORM ACT OF 2011— 
Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, it is a 
great privilege and honor for me to be 
able to represent the big, wonderful, di-
verse Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in the Senate. Pennsylvania is a won-
derful State. It has a terrific range of 
great attributes. It has big, bustling 
cities such as Philadelphia and Pitts-
burgh at opposite ends; has all 
throughout the Commonwealth beau-
tiful, historical boroughs such as Em-
maus and Gettysburg. We go from the 
banks of the Delaware all the way to 
the shores of Lake Erie. 

In a State this big, of course, we have 
a wide range of very vital industries. 
We have old industries that we have 
had for a long time and are still very 
important employers: agriculture, 
coal, steel, and many others. We are a 
big manufacturing State, manufac-
turing goods of all kinds. We have a 
huge service sector, especially in the 
fields of education, medicine, finance, 
tourism, and many others. We have 
some relatively new and very exciting 
industries in our Commonwealth that I 
am very hopeful will lead to an accel-
eration of job growth soon. I am think-
ing in particular of the natural gas and 
the Marcellus shale. I am thinking of 

the life sciences, all across the Com-
monwealth, especially in greater Phila-
delphia and greater Pittsburgh as well 
as in points in between. The medical 
device sector and pharmaceutical in-
dustries are offering some of the most 
exciting opportunities for economic 
growth anywhere in the Common-
wealth. 

So when I think about the diversity 
and the strength of our Common-
wealth, I am convinced that Penn-
sylvania’s best days are ahead of us. 

That said, despite all of the under-
lying strengths and advantages we 
have, we have an economy that is 
struggling. We have job creation that 
is far too slow. As I said repeatedly 
throughout my campaign for the Sen-
ate seat and as I have said since then, 
I think there are two vital priorities 
that we need to focus on first and fore-
most here in Washington. The first is 
economic growth and the job creation 
that comes with it, and the second is 
restoring fiscal discipline to a govern-
ment that has lost all sense of fiscal 
discipline. These two, of course, are 
closely related. We will never have the 
kind of job growth we need and we de-
serve until we get our fiscal house in 
order. 

But I look at them as separate issues. 
I think they should be at the top of our 
priority list. I am absolutely convinced 
we can have terrific economic growth, 
terrific job growth. We can have the 
prosperity we have been looking for. 

In fact, it is actually inevitable if the 
Federal Government follows the right 
policies, remembering first and fore-
most that prosperity comes from the 
private sector, it does not come from 
government itself, but that govern-
ment creates an environment in which 
the private sector can thrive and cre-
ate the jobs we so badly need. I would 
argue that the government does that 
by doing four things and doing them 
well. 

The first is to make sure we have a 
legal system that respects property 
rights, because the clear title and own-
ership and ability to use private prop-
erty is the cornerstone of a free enter-
prise system. 

It requires, second, that the govern-
ment establish sensible regulations 
that are not excessive, because exces-
sive regulation—and frankly we have 
seen a lot of excessive regulation re-
cently—too much regulation always 
has unintended consequences that curb 
our ability to create the jobs we need. 

A third thing a government always 
needs to do is provide a stable cur-
rency, sound money, because debasing 
one’s currency is the way to ruin, not 
the way to prosperity. 

Fourth, governments need to live 
within their means. They cannot be 
spending too much money and they 
cannot have taxes at too high a level. 

It is so important that government 
spending remain limited and, frankly, 
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