
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S919 February 17, 2011 
S. RES. 74 

Whereas rare diseases and disorders are 
those which affect small patient populations, 
typically populations smaller than 200,000 in-
dividuals in the United States; 

Whereas as of the date of approval of this 
resolution, nearly 7,000 rare diseases affect 
30,000,000 Americans and their families; 

Whereas children with rare genetic dis-
eases account for more than half of the popu-
lation affected by rare diseases in the United 
States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious, 
life-threatening, and lack an effective treat-
ment; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude epidermolysis bullosa, progeria, sickle 
cell anemia, Tay-Sachs, cystic fibrosis, 
many childhood cancers, and fibrodysplasia 
ossificans progressiva; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include difficulty in ob-
taining an accurate diagnosis, limited treat-
ment options, and difficulty finding physi-
cians or treatment centers with expertise in 
their disease; 

Whereas great strides have been made in 
research and treatment for rare diseases as a 
result of the Orphan Drug Act (Public Law 
97–414; 96 Stat. 2049) and amendments made 
by that Act; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to advocate 
for rare disease research and treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders, an organization established 
in 1983 to provide services to, and advocate 
on behalf of, patients with rare diseases, was 
a primary force behind the enactment of the 
Orphan Drug Act and remains a critical pub-
lic voice for people with rare diseases; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders sponsors Rare Disease Day in 
the United States to increase public aware-
ness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day has become a 
global event occurring annually on the last 
day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day was observed in 
the United States for the first time on Feb-
ruary 28, 2009; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is anticipated 
to be observed globally in years to come, 
providing hope and information for rare dis-
ease patients around the world; Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2011, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for, 
rare diseases and disorders. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 75—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2011, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
AWARENESS DAY’’ 

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 75 

Whereas the term ‘‘cerebral palsy’’ refers 
to any number of neurological disorders that 
appear in infancy or early childhood and per-
manently affect body movement and the 
muscle coordination necessary to maintain 
balance and posture; 

Whereas cerebral palsy is caused by dam-
age to 1 or more specific areas of the brain, 
which usually occurs during fetal develop-
ment, before, during, or shortly after birth, 
or during infancy; 

Whereas the majority of children who have 
cerebral palsy are born with the disorder, al-
though cerebral palsy may remain unde-
tected for months or years; 

Whereas 75 percent of people with cerebral 
palsy also have 1 or more developmental dis-
abilities, including epilepsy, intellectual dis-
ability, autism, visual impairment, and 
blindness; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has released information in-
dicating that cerebral palsy is increasingly 
prevalent and that about 1 in 278 children 
have cerebral palsy; 

Whereas approximately 800,000 people in 
the United States are affected by cerebral 
palsy; 

Whereas, although there is no cure for cer-
ebral palsy, treatment often improves the 
capabilities of a child with cerebral palsy; 

Whereas scientists and researchers are 
hopeful that breakthroughs in cerebral palsy 
research will be forthcoming; 

Whereas researchers across the United 
States are conducting important research 
projects involving cerebral palsy; and 

Whereas the Senate is an institution that 
can raise awareness in the general public and 
the medical community of cerebral palsy: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 25, 2011, as ‘‘National 

Cerebral Palsy Awareness Day’’; 
(2) encourages all people in the United 

States to become more informed and aware 
of cerebral palsy; and 

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to Reaching for the Stars: A Foundation 
of Hope for Children with Cerebral Palsy. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 76—RECOG-
NIZING THE SOLDIERS OF THE 
14TH QUARTERMASTER DETACH-
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY RESERVE WHO WERE 
KILLED OR WOUNDED DURING 
OPERATION DESERT SHIELD AND 
OPERATION DESERT STORM 

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
TOOMEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 76 

Whereas 13 soldiers of the 14th Quarter-
master Detachment of the United States 
Army Reserve, stationed in Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, were killed, and 43 wounded, 
in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, while supporting 
operations to liberate the people of Kuwait 
and defend the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; 

Whereas Specialist Steven E. Atherton, 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of 
Nurmine, Pennsylvania, was killed on Feb-
ruary 25, 1991, while loyally serving his coun-
try during Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist John A. Boliver, Jr., 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of 
Monongahela, Pennsylvania, was killed on 
February 25, 1991, while loyally serving his 
country during Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Sergeant Joseph P. Bongiorni III, 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of Hickory, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Sergeant John T. Boxler, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 

1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Beverly S. Clark, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Armagh, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving her country dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Sergeant Allen B. Craver, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Penn Hills, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Frank S. Keough, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of North Hun-
tington, Pennsylvania, was killed on Feb-
ruary 25, 1991, while loyally serving his coun-
try during Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Anthony E. Madison, 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of Mones-
sen, Pennsylvania, was killed on February 
25, 1991, while loyally serving his country 
during Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Christine L. Mayes, 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of Roch-
ester Mills, Pennsylvania, was killed on Feb-
ruary 25, 1991, while loyally serving her 
country during Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Steven J. Siko, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Thomas G. Stone, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Falconer, 
New York, was killed on February 25, 1991, 
while loyally serving his country during Op-
eration Desert Storm; 

Whereas Sergeant Frank J. Walls, 14th 
Quartermaster Detachment, of Hawthorne, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; 

Whereas Specialist Richard V. Wolverton, 
14th Quartermaster Detachment, of Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, was killed on February 25, 
1991, while loyally serving his country during 
Operation Desert Storm; and 

Whereas this year marks the twentieth an-
niversary of the meritorious service of these 
Pennsylvanians, and others in Pennsylvania- 
based units, which contributed to the libera-
tion of the people of Kuwait and the defense 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the service and sacrifice of 

Pennsylvanians during Operation Desert 
Shield and Operation Desert Storm; 

(2) honors the 13 soldiers of the 14th Quar-
termaster Detachment of the United States 
Army Reserve who were killed in action on 
February 25, 1991, in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia; 

(3) pledges its gratitude and support to the 
families of these soldiers; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to commemorate and honor the role 
and contribution of Pennsylvanians and 
Pennsylvania-based units of the Army Na-
tional Guard, Army Reserve, Marine Corps 
Reserve, Naval Reserve, Air National Guard, 
and Air Force Reserve who supported Oper-
ation Desert Shield and Operation Desert 
Storm. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 104. Mr. REID of Nevada submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 54 proposed by Mr. REID of 
Nevada to the bill S. 223, to modernize the 
air traffic control system, improve the safe-
ty, reliability, and availability of transpor-
tation by air in the United States, provide 
modernization of the air traffic control sys-
tem, reauthorize the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 
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