
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH604 February 10, 2011 
work as a front-line care provider tak-
ing care of sick people and trying to 
take care of them in their end of life 
experiences, which is one of the most 
precious times that a family gets to 
spend together. So as a nurse, Bev 
fought for health care improvement 
that would improve quality of care to 
patients and expand access to care so 
that no American family could say 
that a loved one died because they 
didn’t have access to the type of care 
that all Americans deserve. 

It’s important for those of us who are 
struggling with this issue of how we 
provide quality, affordable health care 
to Americans to think about inspira-
tional people like Bev and what she has 
done her entire life to help people in 
need, whether as a community volun-
teer, as a nurse, as an activist. What is 
the legacy that we will leave to our 
children and grandchildren when they 
look back at this Congress and say, 
What did you do to help me in my time 
of need? Because Bev never worries 
about that question. She says, I’ll be 
the first one in, and I will fight until I 
don’t have any breath in me left to 
give. That’s why you’ll still find Bev on 
her computer every day, networked 
with friends around the country, talk-
ing about issues of vital public impor-
tance, trying to be part of the impor-
tant discussion that Americans have 
every day about improving the quality 
of this country. 

And predictably, in the wonderful 
small town where I grew up, Brooklyn, 
Iowa, Bev’s story has inspired many 
others to pick up the cause, and they 
formed what has been called Bev’s Bri-
gade, an army of loyal volunteers who 
show up at her house every day to take 
care of her basic needs after a lifetime 
of helping others. It’s one way we pay 
it forward in this country, through the 
example that others have given us, to 
think every day about what we can do 
to help each other. And that’s why Bev 
is an example to all of us of what the 
American spirit is all about. 
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REMEMBERING AMANDA ROS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, a 
few days ago, I lost an irreplaceable 
part of my family. My mother, Amanda 
Ros, passed away from complications 
due to Alzheimer’s. She was a warm, 
loving, and caring woman who led an 
extraordinary life. She was my father’s 
rock, soulmate, best friend, and com-
panion for 65 years. They led a unique 
and joyous life. She always kept him 
company and guided him with her wis-
dom and her kindness. 

It was her strength that helped our 
family transition as we fled the Castro 
regime and settled in south Florida. It 
was her determination and sense of 
purpose that inspired my father and 
her to start a small freight forwarding 
company in Miami that they ran to-
gether for over 30 years. 

Abu Mandy, as we called her, was an 
amazing grandmother. When I was first 
elected to Congress, my kids were very 
young, and my mother was an unwav-
ering source of support, taking care of 
them and traveling with me whenever I 
was in D.C. Her actions made my tran-
sition to Congress all the more man-
ageable. My most ambitious goal was 
never to be a Member of Congress or to 
be chair of an important committee; it 
was to be for my children the kind of 
mother that she was to me. 
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She always taught me to be proud of 

my Cuban heritage and of my Jewish 
legacy. 

My mother had many causes that 
were near and dear to her heart. First 
and foremost, both my parents cham-
pioned the cause of a free Cuba. They 
participated in many projects to 
achieve this noble goal, and it saddens 
me deeply that my mother did not live 
long enough to see this goal of a free 
Cuba become a reality. 

Her other passion, Mr. Speaker, was 
promoting organ donations. My mother 
believed in a world where individuals 
would help and care for one another. 
She believed that organ donation was 
the least that one could do for others, 
and I hope that others heed my moth-
er’s passion and become enthusiasts of 
organ donations. 

Losing someone we love to Alz-
heimer’s is sadly becoming all too com-
mon in our country. They call Alz-
heimer’s disease ‘‘the long goodbye,’’ 
and it is something that no family 
should have to go through. You see a 
person whom you remember to be full 
of life, wonder and passion become a 
shell of her former self. 

It destroys brain cells and causes 
memory changes, erratic behaviors and 
loss of body functions. It slowly and 
painfully took away my mom’s iden-
tity, her ability to connect with oth-
ers, to think, to eat, to talk, to walk, 
to find her way home. 

Every 70 seconds someone new devel-
ops Alzheimer’s. Too often Alzheimer’s 
falls under the wrongly held belief that 
it’s an expected part of aging. We must 
raise awareness of the disease and pro-
vide a voice to the voiceless. We must 
improve early screening and detection, 
giving families and loved ones a better 
chance to prepare for and slow the 
onset of this disease. 

Families living with an Alzheimer’s 
loved one need all the support that 
they can get. My mother was fortunate 
to have our entire family rallying 
around her, as well as outstanding 
medical personnel who helped us man-
age the disease. 

Eighty-seven percent of the time, it 
is family members who are the primary 
caregivers. Family members need as-
sistance. It is tough for families to deal 
with everyday struggles of caring for 
loved ones with this disease, and the 
emotional stress is quite high. One- 
third of caregivers develop symptoms 
of the disease. The financial toll is sig-
nificant. 

My mother may be gone, but her leg-
acy and love will forever be a constant 
presence in our lives, and we must all 
work together for a cure for Alz-
heimer’s. 
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EMPLOYMENT FOR OUR 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, let me first identify with the two 
previous speakers and offer my sin-
cerest condolences and heartfelt feel-
ings. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no higher sac-
rifice in our Nation than military serv-
ice. Our men and women in uniform 
serve honorably, whether they are sta-
tioned at a base here in the United 
States or serving in a combat zone far 
from home. 

Some join the military out of patri-
otism. Some join in order to see the 
world. But for many, those motivations 
are coupled with another factor: the 
lack of jobs in our communities. Fac-
ing shaky prospects, many young peo-
ple turn to military service as an hon-
orable, good-paying career. 

But too many veterans end up unem-
ployed when they leave the military. 
After dodging bullets on the battle-
field, they find themselves jobless in 
the marketplace. 

In the last few weeks, I’ve issued a 
call for unemployed Americans to send 
me their resumes at 
resumesforamerica@mail.house.gov so 
that I may enter their stories into the 
RECORD as a way of dramatizing the 
shameful unemployment problem in 
this Nation. I’ve heard from thousands 
of Americans, including a number of 
veterans, who are struggling under the 
weight of unemployment. 

Mushi Israel of San Diego, California, 
is a Navy veteran who served for 20 
years. He’s an information technology 
specialist who’s been out of work for an 
entire year. As Mr. Israel said, ‘‘There 
are a lot of great people who are out of 
work like myself who believe in the 
American Dream and society and just 
want to do an honest day’s work for an 
honest day’s pay.’’ 

David Reinke of Burbank, California, 
was an Army lieutenant who received 
an honorable discharge in 1980. Al-
though Lieutenant Reinke said in an 
email to me that his service was ‘‘brief 
and undistinguished,’’ I beg to differ. 
Anybody who puts on a uniform is dis-
tinguished and has the right to a good 
life right here in America. 

David worked for an event staging 
company for over 20 years. As he put it, 
‘‘Unfortunately the economic down-
turn forced our company to lay off 50 
percent of the staff in an attempt to re-
main economically viable. I was one of 
those casualties.’’ 

So after serving our country, Lieu-
tenant Reinke became an economic 
casualty. He lost his job in January of 
2010 and has been substitute teaching, 
where he tries to make ends meet. 
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