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let’s keep debating health insurance
and let’s keep relitigating this and
let’s keep rediscussing it and let’s try
to repeal it. Instead, we can fix some
things, as the President said last night,
make some minor changes in it. But
let’s go back to what we need to do:
create jobs in this country and help
manufacturing.

My State is the third largest manu-
facturing State in the country. We
need to do a lot to make sure that as
we innovate, as we do the best innova-
tion in the world and do the best re-
search and development, that those
jobs stay in the United States and
don’t get outsourced. That is our mis-
sion, to make sure these jobs are cre-
ated here.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Oregon, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Senator from Oregon, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate stand in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:45 p.m., recessed subject to the call
of the Chair and reassembled at 8:25
p.m. when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. HAGAN).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

——
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time to be
determined by the majority leader,
after consultation with the Republican
leader, the Senate proceed to the con-
sideration of the following resolutions
en bloc:

A Wyden-Grassley-McCaskill resolu-
tion relative to secret holds, which is
at the desk; a Udall of Colorado resolu-
tion regarding waiving the reading of
an amendment, which is at the desk; S.
Res. 8, Senator HARKIN; S. Res. 10, Sen-
ator UDALL of New Mexico with a sub-
stitute amendment, which is at the
desk; and S. Res. 21, Senator MERKLEY,
with a substitute amendment, which is
at the desk; that there be up to 8 hours
of debate, equally divided between the
two leaders or their designees, for the
purpose of debating these resolutions
concurrently; that upon the use or
yielding back of time, the substitute
amendment to S. Res. 10 be agreed to
and the substitute amendment to S.
Res. 21 be agreed to; the Senate then
proceed to vote in relation to the reso-
lutions in the order listed above with
no intervening action or debate; that
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the following resolutions be subject to
a 60-vote threshold for adoption:
Wyden-Grassley-McCaskill resolution
and Udall of Colorado resolution; that
the following remaining resolutions be
subject to a threshold of two-thirds of
those voting for adoption: S. Res. 8; S.
Res. 10, as amended; and S. Res. 21, as
amended; that there be no amend-
ments, motions or points of order in
order to any of these resolutions prior
to the vote in relation to the resolu-
tion, except for the substitute amend-
ments to S. Res. 10 and S. Res. 21 listed
above; further, that if a resolution fails
to achieve the listed threshold for
adoption, it be returned to its previous
status.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have
had a number of conversations this
evening with my counterpart, the Re-
publican leader. We on this side have a
caucus scheduled for tomorrow at 12:30
and so do the Republicans. These votes
are all going to occur after we finish
our caucuses anyway, so there are
going to be no votes in the morning.
The debate will start in the morning.
We are going to come in at 10 o’clock.
There will be no morning business. It
has been suggested we come in at 10:30
because of the inclement weather, and
that is fine. There will be no morning
business in the morning, and then we
will vote immediately on these matters
set forth in this agreement.

The weather reports are that the Sun
is going to be shining. Tomorrow it
will be cold, and we know the streets
are bad. But as I have indicated, we are
not going to have the votes until to-
morrow afternoon, so we hope it will
all work out. Senator MCCONNELL and I
will visit this issue again if anything
untoward happens. We know it would
be better if we didn’t have this bad
weather, but we are not all fortunate
enough to live in southern Nevada.
Sometimes bad weather does come.
That being the case, we have been out
of session now for several weeks. We
have this organizational stuff that we
have to get out of the way so we can
start having matters referred out of
the committees. So as inconvenient as
it is for everyone, we need to move for-
ward.

BOMBING OF SAINTS CHURCH

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
shortly after midnight Mass during the
early hours of New Year’s Day, a hei-
nous suicide bombing attack at the
Saints Church in Alexandria, Egypt,
killed 21 innocent worshippers and in-
jured dozens of others.

My condolences go out to the fami-
lies of the victims and to the Coptic
community. This was a devastating
loss for the Christian community in
Egypt and Christian communities
around the world, including in my
home State of Illinois.

I urge the Egyptian government to
work swiftly and within the rule of law
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to bring those responsible for this hei-
nous crime to justice.

The Obama administration already
has offered U.S. law enforcement as-
sistance, which I encourage Egypt to
accept—particularly in light of find-
ings that indicate al-Qaida or other
international terrorism networks were
involved.

Unfortunately, this bombing attack
is not an isolated incident in Egypt.
Just about one year ago, three men
armed with automatic weapons killed
six Christian churchgoers as they
emerged from a Christmas Mass service
in the Egyptian town of Naga
Hammadi, along with one Muslim off-
duty police officer.

While I commend the Egyptian gov-
ernment’s quick arrest and ongoing
prosecution of the four suspects in that
case, the fact that these incidents of
violence against their own Christian
community have continued in Egypt is
very worrying.

Coptic Christians have been prac-
ticing their faith in Egypt since antiq-
uity. Egypt is home to some of the old-
est Christian schools in the world,
where students have been taught the-
ology and the text of the Bible. Coptic
Christians are an important part of
Egyptian society and make up approxi-
mately ten percent of Egypt’s popu-
lation. Protecting them and other reli-
gious minorities from acts of violence
should be a top priority for the Egyp-
tian government.

The New Year’s bombing in Egypt is,
unfortunately, also part of a disturbing
pattern of violence against religious
minorities in the Middle East.

For example, on October 31, 2010, Our
Lady of Salvation Church in Iraq was
the victim of a vicious attack by an al-
Qaida affiliate, where over 50 innocent
lives were taken.

Such despicable acts of aggression
should not be tolerated. They force mi-
nority communities, who deserve
greater protection, to live in fear of
random acts of violence.

Such violence and discrimination
cause members of minority commu-
nities to become refugees in their own
country or to seek refuge in other
countries. The ability of religious mi-
norities to worship freely and safely
should be a basic tenent of any modern
society.

It is incumbent on Egypt, as a leader
in the Middle East, to promote an at-
mosphere of tolerance where members
of all religions are given an equal op-
portunity to thrive and participate in
the life of the country.

Earlier, Senator WHITEHOUSE joined
me in a letter to President Mubarak
expressing our concern for the protec-
tion of minority communities in
Egypt, including the lack of represen-
tation that Coptic Christians have in
government as well as the govern-
ment’s failure to fully prosecute those
responsible for acts of violence against
Coptic Christians in the past.

We are concerned that the current
situation may embolden extremists
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