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Mr. BURGESS. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
As a member of the Tarrant County 

delegation, I also want to stand in re-
membrance of Tom Vandergriff and his 
55-year career in public service. Thir-
teen years it took him to bring major 
league baseball to Arlington, Texas, 
and he took the team from Wash-
ington, DC that was then known as the 
Senators; had to fight two Presidents 
in a bipartisan fashion, both Lyndon 
Johnson and Richard Nixon. 

Judge Vandergriff was the original 
representative from the 26th District of 
Texas when it was formed after the 1980 
census. My fondest memory of Judge 
Vandergriff is, however, as the voice of 
the Texas Rangers. Along with Dick 
Risenhoover, he would do the broad-
casts. They were spellbinding and ex-
citing and kept me away many times 
from my graduate school studies. 

To his family, we offer our prayers 
and condolences. Thank you, Judge 
Vandergriff, for 55 excellent years in 
public service. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I know we have a new protocol for rec-
ognizing former Members who have 
passed away. Is it appropriate under 
our rules to have a moment of silence 
for Judge Vandergriff? And if so, how 
would I request such a moment of si-
lence? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would recommend that the gen-
tleman from Texas consult with the 
leadership on making such requests. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. So it would 
not be appropriate at this time? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct, and the gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

f 

b 1400 

THE MINDLESS REPEAL OF THE 
ACCOUNTABLE CARE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, we 
have a new leader in the House and a 
new majority, and next week they are 
going to begin their legislative activity 
with a stunt. It is a stunt they are 
bringing out here to pretend that they 
are repealing the Accountable Care Act 
that was passed in the last session. 
They know it won’t pass the Senate, 
they know the President isn’t going to 
accept it, so it is being done simply for 
their base. Now, I object to doing 
stunts like this when they affect real 
people’s lives. 

I just would ask you for a minute to 
consider what the repeal of this means 
to middle class families in this coun-
try. I am a physician. There are other 
physicians on the floor. They know 
how this repeal will affect people in 
this country. 

In September, we already had go into 
effect the ability of families to put 

their children on their health insur-
ance up to the age of 26. This repeal 
will say, if you have got a 25-year-old 
who has cystic fibrosis and is on your 
health care plan and getting their 
medications through your health care 
plan, we are going to take it away from 
you. That is what they are saying in 
this. 

They are saying for preexisting con-
ditions, if you were trying to get a 
health care plan and your wife or your 
son or you have a preexisting condi-
tion, you can be denied by an insurance 
company. We have already passed a law 
that says that can’t happen. It went in 
in September. Yet the Republicans are 
going to come out here and say to the 
middle class in this country, we are 
going to take away your protection 
against insurance companies denying 
you coverage. 

It goes on and on and on, but I want 
to focus on one particular part of this 
bill. This bill has the largest middle 
class tax cut in history—the largest 
tax cut for the middle class in his-
tory—because the tax cuts in this 
health care bill to help the middle 
class are used for giving credits to peo-
ple when they buy insurance. People 
buy insurance, they get a tax credit. It 
is the largest one in history. 

Let me say that again so you get it: 
They are going to vote next week. 
They are going to stand out here with 
a straight face and vote to repeal the 
largest middle class tax cut in the his-
tory of this great Nation that will be 
worth $110 billion that they will take 
away from the middle class. 

Now, a few weeks ago we passed a tax 
bill out of here and we had to give tax 
cuts to people who make millions and 
millions of dollars—millions. They said 
if you don’t give the tax cuts to the 
rich, we are not going to give them to 
the middle class. The entire Repub-
lican Caucus voted against tax cuts un-
less millionaires got them. Well, we 
should have learned from that that this 
repeal will be just more of the same— 
take $110 billion away from the middle 
class by taking a repeal of this law. 

You don’t have to take it from me. 
This isn’t me making this up. Families 
USA, a nonpartisan group, has put out 
this information, and everybody under-
stands it. Now, upstairs in the Rules 
Committee right now, I could be up 
there talking but I decided I will talk 
here first and then go up there and try 
to get this amendment offered in the 
bill that will be on Friday. ALLYSON 
SCHWARTZ and GWEN MOORE are up 
there already working on this. But it 
would prevent a repeal effort from in-
creasing taxes on moderate-income or 
low-income individuals, including 
through the elimination of tax credits 
for health care premiums as provided 
under the health care reform law. We 
would exempt that one part out of the 
repeal. 

I don’t know what success I will have 
up there, but we will go and try, be-
cause it is worth trying. It is worth 
pointing out how absolutely unthink-

ing this is. It is a mindless thing to 
come out here with this repeal. 

f 

IMPLEMENTING REAL 
GOVERNMENT REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
HERRERA BEUTLER). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, my remarks will be about 
saving money, but I can’t help but take 
an opportunity to respond to the pre-
vious speaker, my good friend, the gen-
tleman, the good doctor from the State 
of Washington. 

I would say to him, Madam Speaker, 
and to my colleagues, when we repeal 
ObamaCare, which we will do in this 
House next Wednesday, parents will 
once again be able to afford a health 
insurance policy on which to include 
their adult children. That is what we 
will be doing. 

As far as this $110 billion worth of 
savings we lose in repealing 
ObamaCare, Madam Speaker, we spent 
$1.1 trillion to save $110 billion. Hey, 
Madam Speaker, it is true that you can 
indeed go broke trying to save money. 

With that, Madam Speaker, let me 
get on to my 5-minute discussion. 

I rise today to encourage my col-
leagues to recall the conversations 
they had with their constituents dur-
ing the recent campaign season. As we 
begin the 112th Congress, to remember 
that the American people spoke with a 
resounding voice, didn’t they, on No-
vember 2. They told us to abide by the 
Constitution, to rein in spending, bring 
about economic stability, create jobs, 
and end the culture of crafting legisla-
tion in the dark of night, 2,400 pages on 
the health care bill, outside of the view 
of the public. 

In order to fulfill this mandate, we 
must fundamentally change the way 
we do business here in Washington. I 
have taken the first steps by intro-
ducing several legislative initiatives 
this week, and they are all centered 
around the pursuit of meaningful gov-
ernment reform. 

Madam Speaker, transparency is an 
integral part of this package and a nec-
essary element for real government re-
form. For the first time, the Constitu-
tion, a document critical to under-
standing our parameters and responsi-
bility, was read right here in the House 
today, on the House floor. 

I am proud to have introduced a bill 
as part of my initiative stating that 
any legislation brought to the floor 
must cite its constitutional authority. 
Many may find it surprising to know, 
Madam Speaker, that while votes 
taken on the floor of the House are 
available on the Net to view, or on the 
Web site, that is not necessarily the 
case in committee. Therefore, my 
package also contains a committee 
transparency bill. It would require 
committee votes to be posted online, 
on the committee Web site, within 48 
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