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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

TRIBUTE TO IRVIN B. NATHAN
HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express the appreciation of the entire
House of Representatives to Irvin Nathan for
his service and commitment as our General
Counsel.

Since beginning his tenure more than three
years ago—taking his place as the sixth indi-
vidual to serve as House General Counsel—
Mr. Nathan helped assemble and supervise a
highly competent and professional staff. He
successfully and actively maintained the Gen-
eral Counsel's Office as a trusted, non-par-
tisan resource. Through their hard work and
achievements, he and his office have earned
the respect of Members on both sides of the
aisle.

Under Mr. Nathan’s leadership, the General
Counsel's Office provided invaluable assist-
ance and advice to the House and its Mem-
bers, Officers and Committees in connection
with a broad range of legal matters. He de-
fended Members and other House employees
and entities in judicial proceedings at the trial
and appellate levels; responded to deposition,
trial, grand jury and administrative subpoenas;
and advised Members and Committees in con-
nection with their interactions with both private
and other governmental entities.

Many House Committees and Subcommit-
tees, in particular, have come to rely on Mr.
Nathan’s expertise and guidance in connection
with their investigative and oversight activities.

During the past three years, Mr. Nathan has
also played a significant role in safeguarding
the legal and institutional interests of the
House, and in addressing specific challenges
to the House’s interests and prerogatives. In
particular, his work vindicated the House’s
congressional subpoena authority in the land-
mark case of Committee on the Judiciary v.
Miers.

All Members of the House know that Irvin
Nathan will continue his stellar work as Attor-
ney General for the District of Columbia. We
know that the District will benefit from his
counsel, wisdom, and guidance.

On behalf of the House of Representatives,
| express my deepest gratitude and thanks to
Irvin Nathan for his dedication to the House,
and extend our very best wishes to him in the
future.

———————

RECOGNITION OF MIRIAM AND
BERNIE YENKIN FOR AWARD OF
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Miriam and Bernie Yenkin who

have tirelessly devoted their lives to sup-
porting education, culture, history and oppor-
tunity within the Jewish community of central
Ohio.

Miriam and Bernie are the 2010 recipients
of the Columbus Jewish Federation Ben M.
Mandelkorn Award of Distinguished Service in
honor of their 50 years of leadership and dedi-
cation to the Columbus Jewish community.

The Yenkins’ have received numerous
awards and recognitions over the years for
their service to the Jewish community here
and around the world.

As officers and board members of several
local organizations, they are involved in all
facets of promoting and preserving Jewish cul-
ture and history in central Ohio. In addition to
serving as President of the Federation, they
have been involved with the Columbus Jewish
Day School, Columbus Torah Academy,
Agudas Achim, the Jewish Community Center,
The Ohio State University Hillel, Soviet Jewry,
the Jewish Education Service of North Amer-
ica, the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzilya,
United Jewish Communities and the Columbus
Jewish Historical Society.

Members of the Columbus Jewish commu-
nity often credit their own volunteer involve-
ment to Miriam and Bernie’s guidance and en-
couragement.

| ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring Miriam and
Bernie Yenkin for their extraordinary service to
the Jewish community of Columbus.

————

HONORING NORTH ALLEGHENY
HIGH SCHOOL AS PENNSYLVANIA
STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, it is my
privilege to recognize and congratulate North
Allegheny High School on winning the Penn-
sylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association’s
(PIAA) Class AAAA title. On December 18,
2010, the North Allegheny Tigers defeated the
defending state champions, the LaSalle Col-
lege Explorers, to earn the 2010 championship
title.

LaSalle College of Philadelphia was power-
less against the Tigers’ outstanding running
game, despite the fact that an injury kept star
running back, Alex Papson, on the sideline for
North Allegheny’s win. Before being sidelined
by a dislocated collarbone in the Western
Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League
(WPIAL) Championship, Papson rushed for
more than 2,000 yards this season. He is one
of only six running backs to ever run for over
4,000 career yards in WPIAL history.

During the game, running back Matt
Steinbeck led North Allegheny with 120 rush-
ing yards on 20 carries, including a 27-yard
touchdown run in the second quarter. In total,
North Allegheny rushed for 220 yards on 44

carries, including a rushing touchdown in each
of the first three quarters. With La Salle un-
able to score, the title game at Hershey Park
Stadium ended with a score of 21-0.

It was a remarkable victory for North Alle-
gheny, as they became only the second team
to win the Class AAAA title with a shutout. To
complete the 2010 season, the Tigers finish
up with a 15-1 record, adding a WPIAL and
PIAA championship in Class AAAA to the
North Allegheny trophy case.

| would also like to pay tribute to Coach Art
Walker, Jr. for leading his team to victory dur-
ing the 20th anniversary of North Allegheny’s
first PIAA title. Mr. Walker has been at North
Allegheny for six seasons. Before that, he
spent seven seasons at Central Catholic,
where he also won a PIAA Class AAAA title.

It is with great pride that | recognize the
school district where | live and where my
daughters go to school for its tremendous ac-
complishment. On behalf of my family and the
Fourth District of Pennsylvania, | extend our
congratulations to the North Allegheny Tigers
for earning the title of State Champions.

———

RECOGNITION OF CHARLES
FEESER FOR HIS EXCELLENCE
IN TEACHING AWARD

HON. MARY JO KILROY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. KILROY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Charles Feeser for being selected as
a winner of the first annual Excellence in
Teaching Award. | applaud his extraordinary
service to Benjamin Banneker High School,
the District of Columbia, and to each and
every student that has passed through his
classroom.

Praise and accolades fall short when de-
scribing the difference an inspiring teacher
makes in a young person’s life. Mr. Feeser's
effectiveness comes from his earnest love of
education. His lessons radiate beyond the
classroom, teaching students to aspire to and
achieve at high levels throughout their high
school and college coursework.

Mr. Feeser has his students use nametags
that refer to themselves as “Mr.” and “Ms.” in-
stead of their first names. The practice teach-
es students that there are rituals that tran-
scend the classroom. That awareness gives
students the tools they can use in the larger
public sphere. Mr. Feeser creates a commu-
nity within the classroom. He lectures less,
opting to facilitate discussion among students
instead. More than a teacher, he is a mentor
and partner in the learning process. He takes
his craft seriously, and expects the same from
those who share the classroom with him. It
comes as no surprise that his students con-
sistently win awards, scholarships, and de-
velop a lifelong appreciation for the arts of the-
ater, painting, poetry and prose.

At Benjamin Banneker High School, where
he teaches English, art history, and serves as

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E2210

the English Department Chair, Mr. Feeser has
dedicated his time beyond normal school
hours. He is involved in afterschool activities,
serving as the drama club sponsor and orga-
nizing an annual Poetry Out Loud competition
that routinely sends students to prestigious na-
tional competitions. These connections enliven
the school and Mr. Feeser's commitment to
Banneker extends to all students, not just
those enrolled in his classes.

Before coming to the District of Columbia
Public Schools, Mr. Feeser taught humanities
and history at Columbus Alternative High
School in central Ohio. Teaching in two urban
public schools, his ability to identify, develop,
and encourage talent in his students has shat-
tered the stereotypes about public education.
Even though he has spent the last 10 years
teaching in the District of Columbia, Mr.
Feeser is still well remembered in my district
by parents and students who took his courses
at Columbus Alternative High School. It is with
great pride that | rise to honor Charles Feeser
for his excellence as an educator. | look for-
ward to his continued success with the District
of Columbia Schools.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H. RES. 1777, A
RESOLUTION RAISING AWARE-
NESS OF SCHOOL PUSHOUT AND
PROMOTING DIGNITY IN
SCHOOLS

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in proud support of H.
Res. 1777, a resolution raising awareness of
school pushout and promoting dignity in
schools.

| want to start by thanking my colleagues
Representatives BOBBY ScCOTT and DANNY
DAvis for partnering with me on this effort and
for their long and esteemed records of stand-
ing up for children and civil rights.

| also want to thank the parents, teachers,
students, school administrators, advocates
and academics from across Connecticut
whose expertise and input were essential in
drafting this resolution.

We are introducing this resolution for the
millions of students who are pushed out of
school each year at the hands of harsh and
exclusionary zero-tolerance school discipline
policies.

We are introducing it for the 14-year boy
with Aspergers syndrome from Richardson,
Texas who was given a $364 police citation
for swearing in class.

We are introducing it for the six-year-old
student of Newark, Delaware who was so ex-
cited about joining the Cub Scouts that he
brought his camping utensil to school. Be-
cause it had a small knife, he was suspended
and referred to an alternative school for 5
days.

And we are introducing the resolution for the
16-year-old of New York City who broke
school policy by using a cell phone. He was
subsequently detained and beaten by school
police officers, rushed to the emergency room,
and, outrageously, charged with disorderly
conduct. Fortunately for the boy and his fam-
ily, those charges were later dropped.
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Madam Speaker, unfortunately, those sto-
ries are not random acts of irresponsible
school administration. They are representative
of a growing trend.

Now, before | go any further, it is important
to recognize that there are many cases where
the removal of a student from school is abso-
lutely necessary. When a student poses a real
safety threat to teachers or his or her fellow
students, suspension or expulsion is war-
ranted.

Yet too often, kids in this country are being
excluded from school at a growing rate for un-
justifiable reasons.

According to the Department of Education,
over 3 million students are suspended and
over 100,000 are expelled from school each
year often, for minor offenses. Hundreds of
others are arrested or sent to alternative
schools for incidents historically dealt with
within school walls.

Disturbingly, African American, Hispanic and
disabled students are disproportionately im-
pacted.

As you can imagine, kicking youth out of the
classroom without addressing underlying
issues for their behavior doesn’t help that
child, and usually doesn’t improve the learning
climate of the school.

In fact, the American Psychological Associa-
tion has found that suspension and expulsion
negatively impact school-wide achievement
and increase the risk that excluded students
fall behind academically, become alienated
from school, drop out, and become involved
with the juvenile and adult criminal justice sys-
tems.

In other words, these harsh practices are
pushing kids out of the classroom and creating
what has been widely dubbed as a “school-to-
prison pipeline.”

In 2007 in my own home state of Con-
necticut, 89% of the 16 and 17-year olds in-
volved with the criminal justice system had
been suspended or expelled from school.
While this may be attributable to many factors,
common sense will tell you that when a kid is
expelled from school, home alone without su-
pervision, he’s likely to keep getting into trou-
ble.

Fortunately, there is also great work being
done in Connecticut and across the country to
address school pushout and our resolution
commends those efforts.

Counterproductive zero-tolerance policies
are being replaced with evidenced-based be-
havior management and discipline practices.
Schools are partnering with community lead-
ers and services to better support at-risk stu-
dents. Parent engagement is being prioritized
and states are passing laws limiting the use of
exclusionary discipline practices.

These efforts are producing real results in
decreasing behavioral incidents and improving
school climate and student achievement.

Yet what I've heard time and time again is
that in order to be successful, Congress needs
to support and help expand these efforts.

We need to help teachers and administra-
tors who aren’t receiving the training they want
and need to effectively manage a classroom.

And we must support efforts to adopt evi-
denced based practices to improve student
engagement and school safety by providing
both effective technical assistance and flexi-
bility for our schools.

Most importantly, we have to acknowledge
this rising problem in our nation’s schools and
commit to working together to stop it.
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| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the resolution.

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM D. JAMES,
MD, FAAD, INCOMING PRESIDENT
OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
DERMATOLOGY

HON. CHAKA FATTAH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Dr. William James, a Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania dermatologist who re-
cently took office as President of the American
Academy of Dermatology. He will hold office
for one year and also will hold the same posi-
tion for the American Academy of Derma-
tology Association.

After beginning his academic career at the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, Dr.
James earned his medical degree from Indi-
ana University School of Medicine. He com-
pleted a medical internship at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center, in Washington, DC, and
his residency in dermatology at the former
Letterman Army Medical Center in San Fran-
cisco. He is the Paul R. Gross professor and
vice chair of the department of dermatology at
the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia.
He also serves as the residency and fellow-
ship program director.

An active member of the American Acad-
emy of Dermatology, Dr. James has served as
a member of the board of directors, the coun-
cil on member services, and numerous task
forces and committees. He is the past chief of
dermatology service at Walter Reed Army
Medical Center. He has authored more than
310 publications, including co-authorship of
the last three editions of Andrews’ Diseases of
the Skin. Additionally he served as founding
editor-in-chief of the dermatology section of
Emedicine.com, a clinical reference developed
by WebMD. He lives in Bryn Mawr, Pennsyl-
vania, with his wife, Ann. They have two chil-
dren and are expecting a grandchild in early
2011.

RITA PETERSON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Rita Peterson
for her outstanding service to our community.

Rita Peterson has been co-owner and Vice
president of her family owned appraisal busi-
ness since 1977. The business has grown
from one appraiser and a part time secretary
to six full time appraisers and three adminis-
trative staff. They began primarily appraising
operating farms and ranches throughout the
state, and now deal with more complex issues
involving eminent domain, conservation ease-
ment valuations and federal land exchanges.

While running and expanding her business,
Rita still found time to become involved in the
community. Most notable has been her in-
volvement with the Senior Resource Center
since 1982. Her vision has been the key to the
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$8.7 million dollar expansion and renovation
project which includes a new 17,000 square
foot Adult Day building.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Rita
Peterson for being honored by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all her future accomplishments.

———

TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-
SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION,
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
the funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for the airport improvement
program, and for other purposes:

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Chair, Title VIl of this leg-
islation provides for the extension of a number
of tax provisions that expired at the end of
2009, or were set to expire at the end of 2010.
| understand an effort was made to limit this
title to what are known as the “traditional” tax
extenders, with the general test being whether
or not an expiring provision had been ex-
tended in the past. As a result of this decision,
several provisions that expired for the first
time at the end of 2009, and that had been in-
cluded in previous drafts of tax extenders leg-
islation, are not extended in this bill. One of
these, the Section 45 production tax credit for
electricity produced at open-loop biomass fa-
cilities placed in service before October 22,
2004, is important to a number of energy pro-
ducers in the district | represent. Under current
law, these facilities were permitted to claim the
production tax credit for 5 years, ending in
2009. Previous tax extension proposals in-
cluded a 2-year extension of this credit period.
As a matter of simple fairness, | believe it is
only right that these biomass producers should
be able to claim the production tax credit for
the same 10-year period afforded to the other
renewable electricity producers covered under
Section 45.

It is my understanding that no judgment was
made on the policy merits of individual expir-
ing tax provisions, and therefore no negative
inference should be drawn against provisions
that are not included in this legislation simply
because they had not been extended in the
past. | look forward to working with other
members of the Ways and Means Committee
in the 112th Congress to review these provi-
sions and determine which ones are worthy of
extension.

HONORING BYRON LEYDECKER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise with my colleague Congress-
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man GEORGE MILLER today to recognize the
great accomplishments of our friend Byron
Leydecker, who recently announced that he
will conclude operation of Friends of the Trinity
River, the organization he founded 18 years
ago and has led ever since.

The Trinity River flows through mountains in
coastal northern California and is the largest
tributary of the Klamath River. These rivers
supported huge bountiful populations of both
Chinook and Coho salmon, steelhead and
other fish that sustained Native Americans for
millennia and visitors from other continents for
the past two centuries. The impacts of ill-ad-
vised and poorly managed development had
devastated both the Trinity and the Klamath.
Thanks in large part to Byron, the Trinity is on
its way to recovery.

He pushed the Department of the Interior to
develop and then implement the historic 2000
Trinity Record of Decision, he has worked tire-
lessly ever since to ensure that the Trinity res-
toration program goes forward as intended,
and he has pushed the agencies to follow the
science.

Byron has led an active and vigorous orga-
nization over the years, devoting his time, en-
ergy, and financial resources to make a real
difference in the direction of the Trinity River
restoration program, which is today one of the
leading efforts of its kind.

Byron and FOTR have worked with the
usual alphabet soup of government agencies,
as well as tribes, fishermen, and water and
power interests, to develop and implement the
restoration plan. Byron has always been con-
sistent and persistent, cooperative when pos-
sible and tough when needed.

Thanks to Byron and the work of FOTR, the
Trinity River is now in better shape than at
any time since the 1960s—we have seen in-
creased flows, a healthier fishery, and a
stronger scientific foundation for its manage-
ment.

While there will always be snags and eddies
in these undertakings, the successful restora-
tion of the Trinity River will serve as a national
model of a restored river below a Federal
dam. The Trinity River could have no better
friend than Byron Leydecker. We are grateful
to Byron for his leadership, and thank him for
all his work on behalf of healthy rivers and
sustainable fisheries.

AN EXTRAORDINARY SPEECH

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | submit the following for the
RECORD:

What follows is an abridged transcript
from The American Thinker by Alan Fraser
of an extraordinary speech given by Lieuten-
ant General John F. Kelly USMC on Novem-
ber 13, 2010. What renders it so is that Gen-
eral Kelly’s son, First Lieutenant Robert Mi-
chael Kelly, was killed in action in Sangin,
Afghanistan only four days before Lt. Gen.
Kelly gave this speech. Lit. Gen. Kelly’s eld-
est child is also a U.S. Marine.

The American Thinker wrote earlier about
this incident to which the general refers in
his speech of Corporal Jonathan Yale and
Lance Corporal Jordan Haerter. Recall that
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it occurred at a time when it appeared that
our troop surge in Iraqg had perhaps sta-
bilized what had been for several years a hor-
rific situation. Now think about how that
troop surge—in fact, the entire war—would
have been viewed had fifty of our Marines
been massacred in their sleep on that April
night in 2008. And finally, as we are in the
season, it’s good to remind ourselves that it
is only because of men like Yale, Haerter,
Gen. Kelly, and his brave sons that we are
able to celebrate our holidays and not those
of our enemies.

[SEMPER FI SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS SPEECH]

(By LTG Kelly on Nov. 13, 2010)

Nine years ago two of the four commercial
aircraft took off from Boston, Newark, and
Washington. Took off fully loaded with men,
women and children—all innocent, and all
soon to die. These aircraft were targeted at
the World Trade Towers in New York, the
Pentagon, and likely the Capitol in Wash-
ington, D.C. . . . Three found their mark. No
American alive old enough to remember will
ever forget exactly where they were, exactly
what they were doing, and exactly who they
were with at the moment they watched the
aircraft dive into the World Trade Towers on
what was, until then, a beautiful morning in
New York City. Within the hour 3,000 blame-
less human beings would be vaporized, incin-
erated, or crushed in the most agonizing
ways imaginable. The most wretched among
them—over 200—driven mad by heat, hope-
lessness, and utter desperation leapt to their
deaths from 1,000 feet above Lower Manhat-
tan. We soon learned hundreds more were
murdered at the Pentagon, and in a Pennsyl-
vania farmer’s field.

Once the buildings had collapsed and the
immensity of the attack began to register
most of us had no idea of what to do, or
where to turn. As a nation, we were scared
like we had not been scared for generations.
Parents hugged their children to gain as
much as to give comfort. Strangers em-
braced in the streets stunned and crying on
one anther’s shoulders seeking solace, as
much as to give it. Instantaneously, Amer-
ican patriotism soared not ‘‘as the last ref-
uge’’ as our national-cynical class would say,
but in the darkest times Americans seek ref-
uge in family, and in country, remembering
that strong men and women have always
stepped forward to protect the nation when
the need was dire—and it was so God awful
dire that day—and remains so today.

There was, however, a small segment of
America that made very different choices
that day ... actions the rest of America
stood in awe of on 9/11 and every day since.
The first were our firefighters and police,
their ranks decimated that day as they ran
towards—not away from—danger and certain
death. They were doing what they’d sworn to
do—*‘protect and serve’’—and went to their
graves having fulfilled their sacred oath.
Then there was your Armed Forces, and I
know I am a little biased in my opinion here,
but the best of them are Marines. Most wear-
ing the Eagle, Globe and Anchor today
joined the unbroken ranks of American he-
roes after that fateful day not for money, or
promises of bonuses or travel to exotic lib-
erty ports, but for one reason and one reason
alone; because of the terrible assault on our
way of life by men they knew must be killed
and an extremist ideology that must be de-
stroyed. A plastic flag in their car window
was not their response to the murderous as-
sault on our country. No, their response was
a commitment to protect the nation swear-
ing an oath to their God to do so, to their
deaths. When future generations ask why
America is still free and the heyday of Al
Qaeda and their terrorist allies was counted
in days rather than in centuries as the ex-
tremists themselves predicted, our home-
town heroes—soldiers, sailors, airmen, Coast
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Guardsmen, and Marines—can say, ‘‘because
of me and people like me who risked all to
protect millions who will never know my
name.”’

As we sit here right now, we should not
lose sight of the fact that America is at risk
in a way it has never been before. Our enemy
fights for an ideology based on an irrational
hatred of who we are. Make no mistake
about that no matter what certain elements
of the ‘‘chattering class’ relentlessly churn
out. We did not start this fight, and it will
not end until the extremists understand that
we as a people will never lose our faith or
our courage. If they persist, these terrorists
and extremists and the nations that provide
them sanctuary, they must know they will
continue to be tracked down and captured or
killed. America’s civilian and military pro-
tectors both here at home and overseas have
for nearly nine years fought this enemy to a
standstill and have never for a second ‘‘won-
dered why.” They know, and are not afraid.
Their struggle is your struggle. They hold in
disdain those who claim to support them but
not the cause that takes their innocence,
their limbs, and even their lives. As a democ-
racy—‘‘We the People’’—and that by defini-
tion is every one of us—sent them away from
home and hearth to fight our enemies. We
are all responsible. I know it doesn’t apply to
those of us here tonight but if anyone thinks
you can somehow thank them for their serv-
ice, and not support the cause for which they
fight—America’s survival—then they are
lying to themselves and rationalizing away
something in their lives, but, more impor-
tantly, they are slighting our warriors and
mocking their commitment to the nation.

Since this generation’s ‘‘day of infamy”’
the American military has handed our ruth-
less enemy defeat-after-defeat but it will go
on for years, if not decades, before this curse
has been eradicated. We have done this by
unceasing pursuit day and night into what-
ever miserable lair Al Qaeda, the Taliban,
and their allies, might slither into to lay in
wait for future opportunities to strike a blow
at freedom. America’s warriors have never
lost faith in their mission, or doubted the
correctness of their cause. They face dangers
every day that their countrymen safe and
comfortable this night cannot imagine. But
this has always been the case in all the wars
our military have been sent to fight. Not to
build empires, or enslave peoples, but to free
those held in the grip of tyrants while at the
same time protecting our nation, its citi-
zens, and our shared values. And, ladies and
gentlemen, think about this, the only terri-
tory we as a people have ever asked for from
any nation we have fought alongside, or
against, since our founding, the entire extent
of our overseas empire, as a few hundred
acres of land for the 24 American cemeteries
scattered around the globe. It is in these
cemeteries where 220,000 of our sons and
daughters rest in glory for eternity, or are
memorialized forever because their earthly
remains are lost forever in the deepest
depths of the oceans, or never recovered from
far flung and nameless battlefields. As a peo-
ple, we can be proud because billions across
the planet today live free, and billions yet
unborn will also enjoy the same freedom and
a chance at prosperity because America sent
its sons and daughters out to fight and die
for them, as much as for us.

The comforting news for every American is
that our men and women in uniform, and
every Marine, is as good today as any in our
history. As good as what their heroic, under-
appreciated, and largely abandoned fathers
and uncles were in Vietnam, and their grand-
fathers were in Korea and World War II.
They have the same steel in their backs and
have made their own mark etching forever
places like Ramadi, Fallujah, and Baghdad,
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Iraq, and Helmand and Sagin, Afghanistan,
that are now part of the legend and stand
just as proudly alongside Belleau Wood, Iwo
Jima, Inchon, Hue City, Khe Sanh, and
Ashau Valley, Vietnam. None of them have
ever asked what their country could do for
them, but always and with their lives asked
what they could do for America. While some
might think we have produced yet another
generation of materialistic, consumeristic
and self-absorbed young people, those who
serve today have broken the mold and
stepped out as real men, and real women,
who are already making their own way in
life while protecting ours. They know the
real strength of a platoon, a battalion, or a
country that is not worshiping at the altar
of diversity, but in a melting pot that stitch-
es and strengthens by a sense of shared his-
tory, values, customs, hopes and dreams all
of which unifies a people making them
stronger, as opposed to an unruly gaggle of
‘“hyphenated’” or ‘multi-cultural individ-
uals.”

I will leave you with a story about the
kind of people they are . . . about the qual-
ity of the steel in their backs . . . about the
kind of dedication they bring to our country
while they serve in uniform and forever after
as veterans. Two years ago when I was the
Commander of all U.S. and Iraqi forces, in
fact, the 22nd of April 2008, two Marine infan-
try battalions, 1/9 ‘““The Walking Dead,” and
2/8 were switching out in Ramadi. One bat-
talion in the closing days of their deploy-
ment going home very soon, the other just
starting its seven-month combat tour. Two
Marines, Corporal Jonathan Yale and Lance
Corporal Jordan Haerter, 22 and 20 years old
respectively, one from each battalion, were
assuming the watch together at the entrance
gate of an outpost that contained a make-
shift barracks housing 50 Marines. The same
broken down ramshackle building was also
home to 100 Iraqi police, also my men and
our allies in the fight against the terrorists
in Ramadi, a city until recently the most
dangerous city on earth and owned by Al
Qaeda. Yale was a dirt poor mixed-race kid
from Virginia with a wife and daughter, and
a mother and sister who lived with him and
he supported as well. He did this on a yearly
salary of less than $23,000. Haerter, on the
other hand, was a middle class white kid
from Long Island. They were from two com-
pletely different worlds. Had they not joined
the Marines they would never have met each
other, or understood that multiple America’s
exist simultaneously depending on one’s
race, education level, economic status, and
where you might have been born. But they
were Marines, combat Marines, forged in the
same crucible of Marine training, and be-
cause of this bond they were brothers as
close, or closer, than if they were born of the
same woman.

The mission orders they received from the
sergeant squad leader I am sure went some-
thing like: ““‘Okay you two clowns, stand this
post and let no unauthorized personnel or ve-
hicles pass.” ‘“You clear?” I am also sure
Yale and Haerter then rolled their eyes and
said in unison something like: ‘““Yes Ser-
geant,” with just enough attitude that made
the point without saying the words, ‘‘No kid-
ding sweetheart, we know what we’re doing.”’
They then relieved two other Marines on
watch and took up their post at the entry
control point of Joint Security Station Nas-
ser, in the Sophia section of Ramadi, al
Anbar, Iraq.

A few minutes later a large blue truck
turned down the alley way-perhaps 60-70
yards in length—and sped its way through
the serpentine of concrete jersey walls. The
truck stopped just short of where the two
were posted and detonated, Kkilling them
both catastrophically. Twenty-four brick
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masonry houses were damaged or destroyed.
A mosque 100 yards away collapsed. The
truck’s engine came to rest two hundred
yards away knocking most of a house down
before it stopped. Our explosive experts reck-
oned the blast was made of 2,000 pounds of
explosives. Two died, and because these two
young infantrymen didn’t have it in their
DNA to run from danger, they saved 150 of
their Iraqi and American brothers-in-arms.

When I read the situation report about the
incident a few hours after it happened I
called the regimental commander for details
as something about this struck me as dif-
ferent. Marines dying or being seriously
wounded is commonplace in combat. We ex-
pect Marines regardless of rank or MOS to
stand their ground and do their duty, and
even die in the process, if that is what the
mission takes. But this just seemed dif-
ferent. The regimental commander had just
returned from the site and he agreed, but re-
ported that there were no American wit-
nesses to the event—just Iraqi police. I fig-
ured if there was any chance of finding out
what actually happened and then to decorate
the two Marines to acknowledge their brav-
ery, I'd have to do it as a combat award that
requires two eye-witnesses and we figured
the bureaucrats back in Washington would
never buy Iraqi statements. If it had any
chance at all, it had to come under the sig-
nature of a general officer.

I traveled to Ramadi the next day and
spoke individually to a half-dozen Iraqi po-
lice all of whom told the same story. The
blue truck turned down into the alley and
immediately sped up as it made its way
through the serpentine. They all said, ‘“We
knew immediately what was going on as
soon as the two Marines began firing.” The
Iraqi police then related that some of them
also fired, and then to a man, ran for safety
just prior to the explosion. All survived.
Many were injured . . . some seriously. One
of the Iraqis elaborated and with tears
welling up said, ‘“They’d run like any normal
man would to save his life.”” ““What he didn’t
know until then,” he said, ‘‘and what he
learned that very instant, was that Marines
are not normal.” Choking past the emotion
he said, ““Sir, in the name of God no sane
man would have stood there and done what
they did.” ‘““No sane man.” ‘“They saved us
all.”

What we didn’t know at the time, and only
learned a couple of days later after I wrote a
summary and submitted both Yale and
Haerter for posthumous Navy Crosses, was
that one of our security cameras, damaged
initially in the blast, recorded some of the
suicide attack. It happened exactly as the
Iraqis had described it. It took exactly six
seconds from when the truck entered the
alley until it detonated.

You can watch the last six seconds of their
young lives. Putting myself in their heads I
supposed it took about a second for the two
Marines to separately come to the same con-
clusion about what was going on once the
truck came into their view at the far end of
the alley. Exactly no time to talk it over, or
call the sergeant to ask what they should do.
Only enough time to take half an instant
and think about what the sergeant told them
to do only a few minutes before: ‘. . .let no
unauthorized personnel or vehicles pass.”
The two Marines had about five seconds left
to live.

It took maybe another two seconds for
them to present their weapons, take aim,
and open up. By this time the truck was
half-way through the barriers and gaining
speed the whole time. Here, the recording
shows a number of Iraqi police, some of
whom had fired their AKs, now scattering
like the normal and rational men they were-
some running right past the Marines. They
had three seconds left to live.
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For about two seconds more, the recording
shows the Marines’ weapons firing nonstop

. . the truck’s windshield exploding into
shards of glass as their rounds take it apart
and tore in to the body of the son-of-a-bitch
who is trying to get past them to kill their
brothers—American and Iraqi—bedded down
in the barracks totally unaware of the fact
that their lives at that moment depended en-
tirely on two Marines standing their ground.
If they had been aware, they would have
know they were safe . . . because two Ma-
rines stood between them and a crazed sui-
cide bomber. The recording shows the truck
careening to a stop immediately in front of
the two Marines. In all of the instantaneous
violence Yale and Haerter never hesitated.
By all reports and by the recording, they
never stepped back. They never even started
to step aside. They never even shifted their
weight. With their feet spread should width
apart, they leaned into the danger, firing as
fast as they could work their weapons. They
had only one second left to live.

The truck explodes. The camera goes
blank. Two young men go to their God. Six
seconds. Not enough time to think about
their families, their country, their flag, or
about their lives or their deaths, but more
than enough time for two very brave young
men to do their duty . . . into eternity. That
is the kind of people who are on watch all
over the world tonight—for you.

We Marines believe that God gave America
the greatest gift he could bestow to man
while he lived on this earth—freedom. We
also believe he gave us another gift nearly as
precious—our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Coast
Guardsmen, and Marines—to safeguard that
gift and guarantee no force on this earth can
every steal it away. It has been my distinct
honor to have been with you here today.
Rest assured our America, this experiment
in democracy started over two centuries ago,
will forever remain the ‘‘land of the free and
home of the brave’ so long as we never run
out of tough young Americans who are will-
ing to look beyond their own self-interest
and comfortable lives, and go into the dark-
est and most dangerous places on earth to
hunt down, and kill, those who would do us
harm. God Bless America, and . . . SEMPER
FIDELIS!

LISA STEVEN & AMIE WALTON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Lisa Steven and
Amie Walton for their outstanding service to
our community.

Lisa and Amie are founders of Hope House.
A place that provides a stable, loving home,
as well as programs to give young mothers
the tools and skills they need to become self
sufficient. After working with teen moms they
soon found that many lived in fear, some were
homeless, others hungry and many abused.
They searched for resources for these young
women and found none. There began the vi-
sion for Hope House.

Hope House is now a place where young
mothers and their children play and laugh,
heal wounds and learn skills for success in the
future. Staff work to help mothers obtain their
GED, master life skills and learn effective par-
enting skills.

Lisa and Amie say that “We wanted each
young mom and child to know that there is no
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mistake too big, no past too heavy that would
make God give up on them”.
| extend my deepest congratulations to Lisa
Steven and Amie Walton for their well de-
served recognition by the West Chamber serv-
ing Jefferson County. | have no doubt they will
exhibit the same dedication and character in
all their future accomplishments.
——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, December 14,
| requested and received a leave of absence
for December 16 and December 17, 2010.

For the information of our colleagues and
my constituents, below is how | would have
voted on the following votes | missed during
this time period.

On rollcall 640, On Motion to Suspend the
rules and pass S. 841, | would have voted
“yes.”

On rollcall 641, On Motion to Suspend the
rules and pass S. 3860, | would have voted
“yes.”
yOn rollcall 642, On Motion to Suspend the
rules and pass S. 3447, | would have voted
“yes.”

On rolicall 643, Providing for consideration
of the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment to the
bill (H.R. 4853) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the funding and
expenditure authority of the Airport and Airway
Trust Fund, H. Res. 1766, | would have voted
“yes.”
yOn rolicall 644, On Agreeing to the Resolu-
tion, H. Res. 1766, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 645, On Motion to Suspend the
rules and pass S. 987, To protect girls in de-
veloping countries through the prevention of
child marriage, and for other purposes, | would
have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 646, On Agreeing to the Levin
Agreement, H.R. 4863, | would have voted
“yes.”
yOn rollcall 647, On Motion to Concur in the
Senate Amdt to the House to the Senate
Amendment H.R. 4853, | would have voted
“no.”

On rolicall 648, Honoring the accomplish-
ments of Norman Yoshino Mineta, H. Res.
1377, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 649, An act to enact certain laws
relating to public contracts as title 41, United
States Code, “Public Contracts”, H.R. 1107, |
would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 650, lke Skelton National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011,
H.R. 6523, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 651, An act to establish a pilot
program in certain United States district courts
to encourage enhancement of expertise in pat-
ent cases among district judges, H.R. 628, |
would have voted “no.”

On rollcall 652, Providing for the sine die
adjournment of the second session of the One
Hundred Eleventh Congress, H. Con. Res.
336, | would have voted “yes.”

On rolicall 653, Providing for consideration
of the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 105) making
further continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2011, H. Res. 1776, | would have voted “yes.”
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On rollcall 654, GPRA Modernization Act of
2010, H.R. 2142, | would have voted “yes.”

On rollcall 655, Aiding Those Facing Fore-
closure Act of 2010, H.R. 5510, | would have
voted “yes.”

On rollcall 656, Reduction of Lead in Drink-
ing Water Act, S. 3874, | would have voted

HONORING ORLANDO SANTOS

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN

OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, |
rise with pride to offer my congratulations to
Orlando Santos, son of Diane Tutein and
Enrique Santos, who was featured on the
Food Network on Sunday, December 19th as
one of the competitors on the Food Network
Challenge Sugar Destinations.

Orlando, the executive pastry chef at the
Duquesne Club in Pittsburgh, hails from the is-
land of St. Croix and truly represented his ar-
tistic and culinary talent with the sugar piece
he produced.

Although he did not win, he has made a
name for himself and remains a favorite of the
judges for his unselfish desire to take his
mother to Denmark to connect with her Danish
ancestry.

Orlando is a product of the public school
system in the Virgin Islands and was raised in
a environment of strong, determined women to
include his mother Diane, his maternal grand-
mother Mercedes and his maternal great-
grandmother Mariel. He began his training in
the culinary arts at St. Croix Vocational Com-
plex. He graduated from Johnson & Wales
University in North Miami, Florida and at-
tended the French Pastry School in Chicago.
Orlando won his first professional competition
in Atlanta with our very own local sweetbread,
a pastry that is typical in the Virgin Islands
around the Christmas season. In 2004, he
won first place in the wedding cake category
at the Southern Pastry Classic.

During the challenge on Sunday, Orlando
displayed his signature technique; local Virgin
Islands flowers, which represent his culture
and traditions.

So, on behalf of myself, my staff and our
Virgin Islands community all over the world,
we are very proud of Orlando as he continues
to make a name for himself and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands in the very competitive culinary
world.

CONGRATULATING KAPPA ALPHA
PSI FRATERNITY, INCORPO-
RATED ON ITS CENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise to congratulate Kappa Alpha Psi Frater-
nity, Incorporated on the historic milestone of
100 years of serving local and international
communities. On January 5, 1911, Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Incorporated (KAY) was
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founded by ten distinguished, God-fearing,
high achieving, young African-American gen-
tlemen who had the vision to foster leadership
through fraternal brotherhood and Christian
ideals on the campus of Indiana University in
Bloomington, Indiana. These men had the de-
termination to defy customs in pursuit of a col-
lege education and professional careers dur-
ing an oppressive time in American history for
African-Americans. Kappa Alpha Psi currently
yields a membership of over 150,000 college
trained men on more than 360 university cam-
puses, with alumni chapters located in 347 cit-
ies, and has representation in five foreign na-
tions.

Since its inception, the brothers of Kappa
Alpha Psi have fostered relentless support to
our country. Through programs such as Kappa
League and National Guide Right, the frater-
nity has provided thousands of at-risk youth in
communities throughout the Nation with role
models, mentors, and scholarships for higher
education, which in return encourages our
youth to make positive contributions to society
through leadership and service. Kappa Alpha
Psi holds an annual Holiday Food Drive to
provide citizens of underserved communities
with food, clothing, and toys throughout the
United States. The men of Kappa Alpha Psi
also volunteer through hands-on partnerships
with organizations such as Habitat for Human-
ity, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
(Memphis), and many more.

On any given day you can see the notable
accomplishments from the Kappa Alpha Psi
brotherhood in Congress. Each day, as mem-
bers, we strive to ensure that our brotherhood
continues to exemplify achievement in every
field of human endeavor. Kappa Alpha Psi
sponsors events such as “Kappas on Capitol
Hill” to increase member awareness about the
political process as well as an undergraduate
leadership institute to enhance the skills and
abilities for the fraternity’s top student leaders.

Madam speaker, in 1954, | made one of the
best decisions of my life, | joined the noble
clan of Kappa Alpha Psi, crossing the sands
with Laurel Wreath holder Dr. W.H. Greene.
Since that wondrous time, | have enjoyed 56
years of involvement with our Bond. | am
awed and indebted to all of our Brothers. For
us to celebrate 100 years is a crowning
achievement. | am extremely proud to be a
part of such a distinguished brotherhood that
continuously contributes to the improvement of
society. Again, | say congratulations to my
brothers of Kappa Alpha Psi for 100 steadfast
years of serving local communities and ele-
vating the lives of collegiate men throughout
our great Nation.

———

HONORING DENNIS R. FERGUSON

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Dennis
R. Ferguson, and to ask my colleagues who
are not supporters of unemployment benefits
to listen to his story and learn about the real
value of this program.

Dennis Ferguson lost his job with Douglas
Aircraft in Los Angeles in 1964. He was 26
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years old, living in a motel, and had reached
a crossroads that would determine how the
rest of his life would play out. He took advan-
tage of California’'s unemployment benefits
program for 4 months that year and used that
money to go back to school and become a
computer programmer. Mr. Ferguson thrived in
his new field and eventually settled in South
Carolina.

Last month, Dennis wrote a check for
$10,000 to the State of California to repay the
state for the assistance it had given him 40
years earlier. Today, | applaud Dennis Fer-
guson for this act of generosity, but | also
share his story to remind the members of this
body about the real world impact unemploy-
ment benefits have.

Unemployment in California has been at
more than 12 percent for the past 2 years.
There are those in this body who have op-
posed extending unemployment at every turn.
| have heard some say that unemployment
benefits make people lazy. | have heard oth-
ers say that if we just cut them off, people will
go out and get a job. Such statements show
a misunderstanding of what unemployment
benefits are for and how they can help
those—who through no fault of their own—Iost
their jobs and need a bridge to get back on
their feet.

The most recent unemployment benefit ex-
tension ensured that 450,000 people in my
home state would not lose their benefits at
Christmastime. They now have the chance to
get back on their feet just like Dennis Fer-
guson did. These men and women don’t want
a safety net, they want to work. They want to
be the ones responsible for putting food on
the table, and a roof over their family’s heads.

Sometimes circumstances arise beyond our
control and we need temporary assistance
while getting back on our feet. That is what
the unemployment program does. | think if you
ask Dennis Ferguson’s neighbors whether un-
employment benefits have a positive impact
on a community, they will answer with a re-
sounding yes.

| hope my colleagues who are critics of the
unemployment program will re-assess their
thinking and stand up for their constituents the
next time this body considers legislation im-
pacting the unemployment benefits program.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF VERNON AND
CAROL SLOAN’S FARMING IN
WILLIAMS COUNTY, OHIO

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor and congratulate one of Ohio’s longest
and continuous farming operations. The year
2010 marks the 175th anniversary of Lewis
Clark homesteading and clearing the land
south of present day Stryker, in Williams
County, Ohio. The deed for the conveyance of
one hundred sixty acres of land is dated Octo-
ber 7, 1835 and is granted under the signature
of President Andrew Jackson. Vernon and
Carol Sloan have carried on the stewardship
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of the land begun by Vernon’s ancestor Lewis
Clark and have helped to feed not only Ohio-
ans, but Americans and people from around
the world. American farmers are some of our
hardest working and best producing citizens
who continue to find innovative ways to
produce crops and raise livestock. Today less
than two percent of Americans earn their liveli-
hood on the land while that number is even
smaller in Ohio at less than one percent.
These numbers are contrasted to the forty
percent of Americans who were engaged in
agriculture in 1900.

Vernon and Carol Sloan have ingrained
their love of the land in their children and their
children’s children. The Sloans look forward to
passing on their farming heritage and tradition
to their family’s future generations to till the
land and harvest the bounties of the earth.

Madam Speaker, | salute Vernon and Carol
Sloan on their faithfulness to the land and
their family’s wonderful achievement on the
175th anniversary of farming in Williams
County, Ohio.

MICHAEL ROBERT KINDIG

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Michael Robert
Kindig for the years of service to his brothers
and sisters. Michael passed away on August
9, 2010, after a battle with pancreatic cancer.

Michael Kindig’s achievements are many,
particularly his leadership. As a member of the
board of the Denver local of the American
Federation of Television and Radio Artists,
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters,
as a member of the National Board of Direc-
tors and President of the Colorado Branch of
the Screen Actors Guild, Organizer for the
Colorado Chapter of the National Alliance for
Retired Americans and Editor of the Colorado
Labor Advocate for nearly twenty years, Mike
worked diligently to advance the labor commu-
nity in Colorado.

Michael was an alternate delegate to the
National Democratic Convention held in Chi-
cago in 1968, and spent the rest of his life
dedicated to his political beliefs. He served in
the U. S. Marine Reserves for six years. Mike
Kindig was a patriotic American.

Michael’s father was declared missing in ac-
tion in Papua New Guinea in 1944, when Mi-
chael was three years old. He met his future
wife Patricia Gaffney when a search she had
initiated for her father, also declared missing
in action in Papua New Guinea, yielded the
remains of both men. After 55 and 56 years
respectively, Major Earl R. Kindig and 2LT
George P. Gaffney, Jr., were buried with full
military honors in Arlington National Cemetery
in Washington DC.

Michael Kindig had a very large group of
friends from many walks of life which is a tes-
tament to the values he possessed. He will be
remembered as a dedicated husband, father
and friend committed to making his community
a better place for all of us.
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RETIREMENT OF GENEVA YOUNG
FROM THE SOCIAL SECURITY
ADMINISTRATION

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an accomplished
woman and a longtime leader in the Social
Security Administration, Geneva Young. Ms.
Young is retiring as the Civil Rights and Equal
Opportunity Manager for the Social Security
Administration in the New York Region, after
being employed with Social Security for nearly
40 years.

Over the years, Geneva has proven herself
as a dedicated and committed employee to
the Social Security Administration and to the
American people. Starting her career with the
Social Security Administration as a Claims
Representative in the Charlotte, North Caro-
lina field office, Geneva moved up the ranks of
the Social Security Administration. After only 3
months on the job, Geneva moved to New
York to work for the Social Security Adminis-
tration in the New Rochelle Field Office. By
1980, Geneva became an Operations Analyst
for the Social Security Administration and only
6 months later was promoted to Operations
Supervisor. Geneva remained in the New Ro-
chelle Field Office until January 1995, when
she began working in the Office of the Re-
gional Commissioner as an Equal Employment
Specialist. By 2007, she was promoted to the
position of Civil Rights and Equal Opportunity
Manager for the Social Security Administration
in the New York Region. It is in this role that
she is retiring today from the Social Security
Administration.

As Civil Rights and Equal Opportunity Man-
ager for the New York Region, Geneva man-
aged the equal opportunity program for the re-
gion. As the regional authority on equal oppor-
tunity, she has developed, administered and
evaluated all Equal Employment Opportunity
programs. She also has participated in the
agency’s policy-development process to create
national policies and guidelines for Social Se-
curity on Equal Employment Opportunity mat-
ters and served as advisor to regional man-
agement on the development and interpreta-
tion of policies and guidelines.

Throughout her years of serving the people
of the New York Region, Geneva has touched
many lives with her commitment to public
service. She and her staff have worked tire-
lessly to recommend strategies to resolve con-
troversial issues and plans. She also has or-
ganized, directed, staffed, carried out, and re-
viewed a positive management-oriented Equal
Employment Opportunity program. Her serv-
ices will be greatly missed by her colleagues
and friends.

| know what great change and improvement
Geneva has provided. | wish her good luck in
her retirement, something she deserves after
her years of work and service to the Bronx
community.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, | was unavoidably absent on Decem-
ber 17, 2010. If | were present, | would have
voted on the following:

H. Res. 1377, Honoring the accomplish-
ments of Norman Yoshio Mineta—rolicall
#648: “yea.”

Senate Amdt to H.R. 1107, To enact certain
laws relating to public contracts as title 41,
United States Code, “Public Contracts”—roll-
call #649: “yea.”

H.R. 6523, lke Skelton National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011—rollcall
#650: “yea.”

Senate Arndt to H.R. 628, To establish a
pilot program in certain U.S. district courts to
encourage enhancement of expertise in patent
cases among district judges—rollcall #651:
“yea.”

H. Con. Res. 336, Providing for the sine die
adjournment of the second session of the One
Hundred Eleventh Congress—rollcall #652:
“yea.”

H. Res. 1776, Providing for consideration of
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 105) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fiscal year
2011 and for other purposes—rolicall #653:
“vea.”

H.R. 2142, GPRA Modernization Act of
2010—rollcall #654: “yea.”

H.R. 5510, Aiding Those Facing Foreclosure
Act of 2010—rollcall #655: “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, on Friday, De-
cember 17, 2010, | was not present for votes
as | was attending the White House signing
ceremony for H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief, Un-
employment Insurance Reauthorization, and
Job Creation Act of 2010.

Had | been present for rollcall No. 652, H.
Con. Res. 336—Sine Die Adjournment, |
would have voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 653, H.
Res. 1776—Rule providing for consideration of
H.J. Res. 105—Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2011, | would have
voted “aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall No. 654, H.R.
2142—Government Efficiency, Effectiveness,
and Performance Improvement Act of 2009, |
would have voted “aye.”

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
THE LIFE OF ANDREW BARYLSKI

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNETICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Andrew Barylski Sr., who
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passed away on December 8, 2010. Barylski
fought for his country and survived the 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor. | am honored to stand
in tribute to him.

Barylski Sr., a Putnam, Connecticut native,
was born in 1916 and enlisted in the U.S.
Army in 1938. He was stationed in an obser-
vation tower high on Oahu at Pearl Harbor on
the morning of December 7, 1941 when a sur-
prise Japanese attack left 2,402 Americans
dead and 1,202 wounded.

After the attack, Barlyski Sr. stayed in Ha-
waii and helped rebuild the island until he was
honorably discharged in 1945. Barlyski often
spoke of his experiences in the war, but al-
ways remained modest about his accomplish-
ments. He was a lifelong member of the Put-
nam American Legion Post 13 and Veterans
of Foreign Wars No. 1523.

My thoughts and prayers are with the
Barylski family. Andrew Barlyski Sr. served his
country and led a remarkable life. | hope that
is a small comfort for his son Andrew Barylski
Jr., his daughters Linda March and Gloria
Ghirarduzzi and six grandchildren and seven
great grandchildren as they cope with the loss
of their father and grandfather.

True American heroes deserve recognition
for their accomplishments. Andrew Barlyski
witnessed a turning point in American history
and helped rebuild a devastated island in the
wake of the Pearl Harbor attack. | ask my col-
leagues to rise with me so that we may honor
Andrew Barylski Sr. and celebrate the life of a
true American hero.

———

NICHOL WOOD

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Nichol Wood for
her outstanding service to our community.

Nichol has always set the bar high for her-
self. While working full time, raising two young
sons, earning a college degree and doing it
with Cum Laude Honors many would find that
impossible.

Nichol excels not only in her personal goals,
but in her professional life as well. As the
Branch manager of the Bank of the West she
exceeded all of her goals in a regional com-
petition among branches earning first place in
customer service and loan production.

In addition to focusing on her children and
achieving at work, Nichol takes time to give
back to the community. She is involved in nu-
merous charitable events, including the March
of Dimes Walk for Babies, Kids Against Hun-
ger Food Drive, Operation Hope, Junior
Achievement and Habitat for Humanity to
name a few.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Nichol Wood for her well deserved recognition
by the West Chamber serving Jefferson Coun-
ty. | have no doubt she will exhibit the same
dedication and character in all her future ac-
complishments.
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MEMORIAM FOR ANNA SUGI, COM-
MUNITY LEADER AND HEALTH
CARE VISIONARY

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, |
would like to join today with my friend and col-
league Congressman Buck MCKEON in a me-
moriam to Anna Sugi, a community leader and
pioneering advocate for women’s health
issues in her hometown of Apple Valley, Cali-
fornia. Ms. Sugi passed away Dec. 16, but will
be long-remembered by her friends and sup-
porters.

A native of Brindisi, Italy, Anna Sugi came
to Apple Valley in 1982, when her husband
Ron Sugi was stationed at the former George
Air Force Base in California’s High Desert re-
gion.

After an education in health care, Anna Sugi
took a job as an office clerk in a local medical
office. Over 20 years, she worked her way up
to become the chief administrative officer of
Choice Medical Group, a High Desert medical
provider that has specialized in women’s
health. Under her leadership, the group estab-
lished a Health and Wellness Center in 2008,
focusing on helping women through the proc-
ess of aging.

Working to expand health outreach efforts to
the all members of the community, Anna Sugi
in 2000 founded the Today’s Woman Expo.
The first events drew a few hundred people
for information on preventive health care and
providing tools to help women improve their
lives and physical well-being.

The event has grown tremendously, serving
more than 2,000 women annually in the past
few years. They are provided free breast
exams, career counseling and an expanding
range of services. Today’s Woman is now a
non-profit foundation that provides health
screenings throughout the year and raises
funds for scholarships and grants to High
Desert women.

Beyond her pioneering work with the Expo,
Anna Sugi has served on the Chamber of
Commerce Legislative Committee and is a 13-
year member of Rotary International Victorville
Chapter. She has worked with High Desert
Resources Network on programs to fight child-
hood obesity. She was honored in 2009 by the
Victorville Daily Press as one of the area’s
Most Inspiring Women.

Even as she became a leader in bringing
women’s health care to the entire community,
Anna Sugi waged her own quiet battle against
breast cancer. Yet she continued working hard
on expanding women’s health services until
dying peacefully at age 50. In addition to her
legacy of service, Ms. Sugi leaves a personal
legacy in her children, Mark and Michelle, who
will both graduate from UCLA Medical School
in June and plan to continue her work in com-
munity health.

Madam Speaker, Anna Sugi was respected
and loved throughout the High Desert region.
A group of physicians have already raised
$35,000 for the Anna Sugi Endowment Fund
to provide scholarships for needy students. |
ask my colleagues to join Congressman
MCKEON and me in offering condolences to
her family, and in praising the life and legacy
of this community leader.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Madam
Speaker, on rollcall No. 652 on, H. Con. Res.
336, on Agreeing to the Resolution, Providing
for the sine die adjournment of the second
session of the One Hundred Eleventh Con-
gress, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent because | gave birth to my baby daugh-
ter. Had | been present, | would have voted
“nay.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 653 on, H.
Res. 1776, on Agreeing to the Resolution,
Providing for consideration of the joint resolu-
tion making further continuing appropriations
for fiscal year 2011, and for other purposes, |
am not recorded because | was absent be-
cause | gave birth to my baby daughter. Had
| been present, | would have voted “nay.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 654 on,
H.R. 2142, on Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Concur in the Senate Amendment, GPRA
Modernization Act of 2010, | am not recorded
because | was absent because | gave birth to
my baby daughter. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 655 on,
H.R. 5510, on Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Pass, as Amended, Aiding Those Facing
Foreclosure Act of 2010, | am not recorded
because | was absent because | gave birth to
my baby daughter. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 656 on, S.
3874, on Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water
Act, | am not recorded because | was absent
because | gave birth to my baby daughter.
Had | been present, | would have voted “nay.”

———————

HONORING FERNANDO JOSE
MOLLEDA RAMIREZ

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Fernando Jose Molleda Ra-
mirez, who was with us from December 21,
1976 through August 22, 2008.

Beloved son of Oscar and Elia Molleda; lov-
ing brother to Diego and Diana. You are dear-
ly missed by your family and friends for the
profound way you touched our lives and al-
ways sought to bring out the best in us. Your
efforts will be long remembered and will con-
tinue to drive us in the future to exceed our
expectations of what we are capable of ac-
complishing.

| have only slipped away into the next room.
Whatsoever we were to each other, that we
are still. Call me by my old familiar name,
speak to me in the easy way which you al-
ways used to. Laugh as we always laughed at
the little jokes we enjoyed together. Play,
smile, think of me, pray for me. Let my name
be the household word that it always was. Let
it be spoken without effort. Life means all that
it has ever meant. It is the same as it ever
was, there is absolutely unbroken continuity.
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Why should | be out of your mind because |
am out of your sight? | am but waiting for you,
for an interval, somewhere very near, just
around the corner. All is well. Nothing is past,
nothing is lost. One brief moment and all will
be as it was before, only better, infinitely
happier and forever—we will be one with God.

JEANETTE TRUJILLIO-LUCERO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Jeanette Trujillo-
Lucero for her outstanding service to our com-
munity.

Jeanette has been committed to the preser-
vation of the cultural traditions of the Mexican
and Spanish dance and music arts for its com-
munity. She has strived to create an under-
standing and appreciation of the Latino culture
through educational programs and profes-
sional performance.

Jeanette founded the Colorado Fiesta
Dance Company in 1972. Her Lakewood
based studio impacts over sixty thousand peo-
ple through educational outreach and perform-
ances. Jeanette’s outreach programs include a
full array of offerings tailor made for grades K—
12 where students discover the Hispanic arts
and come to understand the roots of the cul-
ture and its traditions.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jea-
nette Trujillo-Lucero for her well deserved rec-
ognition by the West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all her
future accomplishments.

IN HONOR OF F. MIKE MILES
HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. F. Mike Miles—the Super-
intendent of Harrison School District Two in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Mike is an inno-
vative educator who has brought sweeping
changes to the students and teachers in his
district. Our local newspaper, the Colorado
Springs Gazette notes, “local and state edu-
cators are watching because Miles is in the
vanguard of educators nationwide who are
using controversial techniques in an attempt to
turn around failing schools.” Most recently,
Miles implemented the most rigorous and in-
novative pay-for-performance plan in the Na-
tion.

Mike, who was born in the Panama Canal
Zone, was one of eight children born to retired
Army Sergeant Major Floyd Miles and his wife,
Chiyo. Mike and his siblings worked hard in
school and promised their father when he de-
ployed to Vietnam that they would all graduate
from college. All of them did.

After graduating as valedictorian from Foun-
tain-Fort Carson High School, he earned a de-
gree in engineering from West Point, where he
was eighth in his class. He then joined the
ranks of the officer corps at Fort Lewis, Wash-
ington, where he served in the Army’s elite
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Ranger Battalion and commanded an Infantry
Rifle Company.

During a night training exercise at Fort
Lewis, Mike was nearly killed in a C-130
crash. The fuselage of the plane split open as
the plane skidded 200 yards and embedded in
the desert floor. Mike recalls, “I felt my hand
break, in three places, and smelled dirt and
was knocked unconscious.” He was buried
under the dirt with only his arm showing. Two
fellow rangers dug him out and helped him
crawl from the wreckage as the plane ex-
ploded into flames.

After the Army, Mike studied Slavic lan-
guages at the University of California at
Berkeley and the University of Leningrad in
Russia. Mike then pursued advanced study of
Soviet affairs and public policy at Columbia
University after being selected as a Mellon
Fellow in the Humanities and winning a Na-
tional Science Foundation Graduate Scholar-
ship.

Mike graduated from Columbia University in
1989 and joined the U.S. State Department as
a Presidential Management Intern. He handled
a portfolio usually reserved for more senior of-
ficials at the Soviet Desk, making policy rec-
ommendations and writing talking points for
the Secretary of State regarding German re-
unification, chemical weapons, NATO, and
other issues. While at the State Department,
Mike became a Foreign Service Officer.

As a diplomat in Warsaw, Poland, Mike
tracked Poland’s evolving relations with Rus-
sia and the countries of Eastern Europe. He
analyzed the strength of the post-Communist
Party, correctly predicting its return to political
power in 1993. A tour in Moscow followed. As
special assistant to the U.S. Ambassador to
Russia, Mike helped coordinate the Embassy’s
response to critical events during a time when
Russia’s relationship to the U.S. in a post-Cold
War world was as yet undefined. He received
the State Department’s Meritorious Service
Medal in 1994.

The Cold War largely won, Mike and his
family decided to return home. He honored his
commitment to continue to serve the public in-
terest and entered the field of education. Mike
has assumed leadership roles to raise aca-
demic standards in his school district and the
State of Colorado. Mike also serves as an
educational consultant and motivational speak-
er for school districts and other public organi-
zations around the State. He is recognized as
an accomplished practitioner of curriculum
alignment, organizational effectiveness, and
systems thinking.

Over the past 5 years Mike and the Har-
rison School District Two School Board have
been on a quest to turn around the chronically
underperforming Harrison School District Two.
More than 70 percent of the 11,300 students
are living below the poverty line and many are
at risk of dropping out.

Their systemic reforms of the school district
include: Developing and implementing a rig-
orous pay-for-performance evaluation system;
Changing the recruitment paradigm by identi-
fying teacher candidates early and investing in
their training and preparation in return for a
commitment to teach in the school district; Pi-
loting a Year 2020 curriculum in a middle
school and high school in which students learn
critical thinking, information literacy, econom-
ics and globalization, math and science rea-
soning, Chinese, and the arts; Developing
principals and instructional leaders who are
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held accountable for improving the quality of
instruction and raising student achievement;
and Creating a culture of instructional feed-
back in which classroom instruction is ob-
served and effective feedback is given regu-
larly and consistently.

The district cites these other achievements
during Mike’s time as superintendent: District
removed from state academic probation; Sig-
nificantly improved test scores; Decreased the
minority achievement gap; Improved teacher
effectiveness, including removing ineffective,
tenured teachers from the district; and Created
the only public year-round school in the area.

Despite enormous resistance from the
teacher’s association in the district, Mike and
the school board have not backed down from
putting children first. 1 admire his focus and
fortitude in fighting for the school children of
Colorado Springs. | commend him for his suc-
cess and urge professional educators across
the country to study his record of success as
they look for ways to better educate our young
people.

Mike is married to Karen Miles, and they
have three children: Nicholas, Madeleine, and
Anthony.

Madam Speaker, | thank you for allowing
me this opportunity to pay tribute to Mike
Miles for his success in improving the lives of
our children.

—

IN HONOR OF THE WORK OF
THORAYA AHMED OBAID, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UNFPA

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. | rise today to celebrate
the extraordinary leadership and work of
Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, Executive Director of
the UNFPA, United Nations Population Fund.

Thoraya Ahmed Obaid will retire as Execu-
tive Director of the UNFPA, United Nations
Population Fund, at the end of this year. For
over a decade, Thoraya has been an excep-
tional and dynamic leader of this important
U.N. agency and key partner to the United
States.

Thoraya has had a remarkable life and ca-
reer where she was often the “first” trail-
blazing a path for others. Born in Saudi Ara-
bia, her father made sure that she received
the same educational opportunities as her
brothers—sending her at age 7 to a Christian
boarding school in Cairo, Egypt. She excelled
in her studies and became the “first” Saudi
girl to receive a government scholarship to at-
tend Mills College in California, where she
graduated with distinction.

Thoraya became the “first” Saudi Arabian
let alone Saudi woman to head a U.N. agen-
cy. At UNFPA, Thoraya has effectively imple-
mented and advocated for UNFPA’s global
mandate to ensure that every pregnancy is
wanted, every birth is safe, every young per-
son is free of HIV and AIDS, every girl,
woman and young person is treated with dig-
nity and respect, and that policies for poverty
eradication are based on sound data.

Thoraya has played a pivotal role in pro-
moting understanding of the close linkages be-
tween the implementation of the agenda of the
International Conference on Population and
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Development and the achievement of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals, particularly the
importance of respect for the human rights of
women and greater investments in education
and health for the eradication of extreme pov-
erty and hunger. Moreover, she has a deep
and abiding commitment to supporting and ad-
vocating gender equality and the empower-
ment of women, and giving voice to countless
women, men and youth around the world to
participate in enhancing their reproductive
health and well-being.

Under Thoraya’s leadership, UNFPA has
been a model within the U.N. system on work-
ing in collaboration with civil society partners
around the world to ensure that culture and
rights are central to all development efforts.
For example, under Thoraya’s watch,
UNFPA’s Campaign to End Fistula is now
working in over 47 countries with doctors, mid-
wives, advocates, community leaders and pol-
icymakers to make obstetric fistula as rare in
the developing world as it is in the United
States.

Thoraya has accomplished much for the
world’s women and their families with grace,
humility, compassion and professionalism. In
retirement, she will be returning to the region
of her birth to continue to be a vocal and pas-
sionate advocate for the most vulnerable and
marginalized.

This remarkable and much admired leader
will be greatly missed in the United Nations
but | am confident we will continue to hear her
strong and clear voice for women’s well being
for many years to come.

| personally thank Thoraya for her vast and
tremendous contributions to the world’'s
women.

——————

KITTY PRING

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kitty Pring for
her service to our community.

Kitty balances her involvement in the com-
munity, her profession and her passions with
skill and perfection. Professionally, she is a
mediator and facilitator and is a Principal of
ReSolutions Resources, which is an alter-
native dispute resolution practice. Kitty has
been the recipient of many awards including
Small Claims Mediator of the Year, Victim Of-
fender Mediator of the Year and the Jefferson
County Mediation Service Award.

Her dedication to the environment is evident
through her work locally and globally. She co-
authored the University of Denver Study Book,
“Greening Justice: Creating and Improving En-
vironmental Courts and Tribunals” which is a
step by step guide provided at no cost.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Kitty
Pring for being honored by the West Chamber
serving Jefferson County. | have no doubt she
will exhibit the same dedication and character
in all her future accomplishments.
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REFLECTIONS ON REPRESENTING
THE 27TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF TEXAS

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express my deepest and most sincere appre-
ciation to my colleagues of this Congress, and
the constituents of South Texas, which has
been part of my life while representing the
27th Congressional District of Texas for close
to 28 years. | have had the distinct honor to
serve as an elected official for the past 46
years, beginning at the ripe age of 27 as a
County Constable, County Commissioner,
County Sheriff, and finally as a Member of
Congress.

| leave many great memories of my time in
the Halls of Congress and in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Those vivid memories of
my arrival that cold winter day in Washington,
shortly after the victorious election of 1982,
will live on forever. | remember driving around
the Capitol and through Washington, DC; the
opportunity was great; the moment was there;
| had been granted the chance to represent
hundreds of thousands of constituents from
Deep South Texas.

Today, as | retire from the distinguished
House of Representatives, | reflect on the past
with satisfaction as | look forward to the future
with enthusiasm for the next chapter of what
life has to offer. | will be spending well de-
served time with my beautiful children—Sol-
omon Jr. and Yvette—as well as my grand-
son, Oscar, and the rest of my family. | look
forward to a much less hectic life. | must
admit, | will miss my colleagues—both Demo-
crats and Republicans—and will miss rep-
resenting some of the most loving, caring,
amazing and interesting people of Texas—the
constituents of the 27th Congressional District
of Texas.

To my friends, supporters and those who
have been with me since | was first elected to
office in 1964 at the age of 27, from the very
bottom of my heart, | thank you for standing
by me and with me through it all. Words can-
not tell how much | appreciate the love and
support you have shown me and my family
over the years. Thank you for the good memo-
ries and endless accomplishments; thank you
for your vote of confidence and for believing in
me; thank you for your love and words of en-
couragement as | worked to be the voice for
all the people of South Texas, including mi-
norities, the middle class, poor, vulnerable,
and less fortunate.

As | deliver these last few words in the
House of Representatives, | am at ease and
peace with myself, my family, my colleagues
in Congress, my constituents, life and most
importantly, | am at ease with God. | truly be-
lieve that through our work and significant
contributions during my years of service in
Congress, we leave South Texas better than
before. A more vibrant, economic-friendly and
socially developed South Texas. Through the
work of local, county, state and federal offi-
cials we were able to accomplish great deeds.

Thousands of memories from experiences in
my service remain part of the tapestry of my
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life and always will. | remember the votes on
war . . . on economic justice. The battles for
bases and 21st Century transportation in
South Texas . . . fights and alliances with
White House occupants . . . all | remember
and savor—whether my side prevailed or not.

This is a great place—despite the
shortcomings . . . despite the pettiness of our
members from time to time, and despite the
dangerous political climate created by those
who turned cable news shows into political

juggernauts. Democracy is by no means
perfect . . . but it still beats all the alter-
natives.

| leave the national stage, certain of having
done the right thing for those | represented. In
the thousands of votes | cast in Congress for
the 27th Congressional District of Texas, time
and time again, | voted to make South Texas
and this nation a better and stronger place.

| end my public service with an appropriate
verse from Robert Frost's “The Road Not
Taken.”
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

It certainly has made all the difference.

| yield back my time, for the last time.

————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LOUIS FINKEL TO THE
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the service
of a valued staff member of the Committee on
Science and Technology, my Chief of Staff,
Louis Finkel. While Louis still has decisions to
make about his future, I've already made my
choice. He may remain with the Committee or
with the House, but after next week, | no
longer will and | wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to thank him for his service.

Louis worked for me in my personal office
from 1996 to 2001 in several positions, includ-
ing Legislative Director. He also worked in the
office of former Representative Peter Deutsch
(D-FL) and in the private sector, representing
the interests of educational institutions, non-
profits, and technology and energy companies.

Louis was one of the first hires | made when
we took over the majority. | have always said
| wanted this to be the Committee of “good
ideas and consensus;” and Louis was key to
implementing that pledge, with his balance of
Hill and private sector experience. He was re-
sponsible for steering our committee agenda
and organizing our efforts to reach out to folks
interested in the business of the committee.
He performed that exceedingly well, and when
my long-time Chief of Staff retired, there was
no one but Louis | could think of to fill the role.
He was able to provide a seamless transition
and we didn't miss a beat. It helped that he
came into the Chief of Staff role with a deep
knowledge of the Committee’s work, as well
as the respect of Members, staff, and the out-
side community.
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The Chief of Staff is a challenging job: you
need to not only be able to see the big pic-
ture, but also the details. Louis has the ability
to row but also to steer. He has mastered the
policy, politics and management aspects of
the job.

Louis has said that there may be people
that are smarter than his is, but there are few
that are willing to work harder than he is. That
drive and preparation has paid off, and | have
been the beneficiary.

When he’s not overachieving at work, he
may be doing it in the kitchen, where he loves
to impress family and friends with his com-
mand of the culinary arts.

Louis, | thank you for all your counsel and
tireless efforts, and | thank Stacey, Max, and
Caleb for their support. | will certainly miss
working with you day to day.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | was not
able to be present for the following rollcall vote
on December 17, 2010, and would like the
record to reflect that | would have voted as fol-
lows: rollcall No. 656: “yes.”

——————

REDUCTION OF LEAD IN DRINKING
WATER ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous
consent to address the House for one minute.

| rise in strong support of S. 3874, the Re-
duction of Lead in Drinking Water Act. This bill
amends the Safe Drinking Water Act to uni-
formly reduce the allowable lead content in
solder, flux, pipe and fixtures.

It is important to strengthen and clarify na-
tional standards for lead in drinking water. Our
families and children should feel comfortable
knowing that the water they drink is safe. In
my district, California’s 43rd, we are faced with
many water issues and the most severe is
perchlorate found in our ground water. Our
drinking water was compromised.

No one should have water compromised by
perchlorate or lead. This bill is a positive step
forward in eliminating the serious health
threats and economic burdens caused by lead
exposure.

In California, we have a new lead free
standard that requires manufacturers to phase
out potential exposure from materials in drink-
ing water plumbing by this year. With S. 3874,
families in other states will have greater pro-
tection from lead exposure.

| urge my colleagues to show their commit-
ment to the safety of America’s families and
support S. 3874, the Reduction of Lead in
Drinking Water Act.
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MICAH SPRINGER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Micah Spring-
er for her outstanding service to our commu-
nity.

%or Micah, Yoga is the means to express
passion, joy, sorrow and all aspects of vitality.
Her studio began in 1999 in the basement of
her home and has grown to a three facility
business.

In her Golden studio, Micah is collaborating
with the Colorado School of Mines. She
learned of the high suicide rate among college
students, and saw an opportunity to provide a
meditative, non-competitive activity. She has
created a Yoga program that counts for school
credit and introduces young people to the ben-
efits of Yoga.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Micah Springer for being honored by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and
character in all her future accomplishments.

————

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF

WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER FOOT-
BALL TEAM FOR WINNING THE
NCAA DIVISION III NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater football team for completing an
undefeated season and winning the NCAA Di-
vision Il National Championship. The victory
marks the Warhawks’ third national title in the
last four years.

UW-Whitewater has achieved tremendous
success on the football field—winning six
straight Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference (WIAC) championships and earning
six consecutive NCAA Division Ill playoff
berths. During a remarkable run under Coach
Lance Leipold, the team has amassed a
record of 57 and 3 and won 30 consecutive
games. On December 18, 2010, the
Warhawks defeated the University of Mount
Union Purple Raiders in the 2010 Amos
Alonzo Stagg Bowl to win their second con-
secutive national title.

UW-Whitewater Chancellor Richard Telfer
and Athletic Director Paul Plinske have fos-
tered a culture of excellence that extends into
the classroom. Over the years, 80 Warhawk
student-athletes have been named WIAC
Scholar Athlete of the Year for their sport. In
addition, UW-Whitewater student-athletes
have achieved a higher grade point average
than the student body at large.

The Warhawks could not have reached the
zenith of Division Ill college football without a
steadfast fan base. Students, alumni, faculty,
staff, and local supporters flood Perkins Sta-
dium wearing the purple and white to cheer on
their team. Many loyal fans even traveled to
Salem, Virginia to watch the Warhawks win
the 2010 Stagg Bowl.
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| join others in south central Wisconsin in
recognizing the achievements of the players,
coaches, students, alumni, and staff who were
vital in helping the UW-Whitewater Warhawks
win another national football championship.
—

H.R. 5281, DEVELOPMENT, RELIEF,
AND EDUCATION FOR ALIEN MI-
NORS

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of the DREAM
Act.

This is common sense, bipartisan legislation
that is a win for our economy.

First, in this economy, we need the best, the
brightest, the most capable and the most
qualified to be a part of the American work-
force.

This legislation will allow a limited group of
very capable, high achieving young people to
help contribute to the economic well-being of
this country.

These are young people who didn’t come to
this country through their own free choice.

But, they are young people who have
worked hard to graduate high school or obtain
a GED.

These are young people who have contrib-
uted to their communities and to this country.

If we turn our backs on these students, then
we’re turning our backs on a qualified and
competitive workforce.

Second, Madam Speaker, simply put, this
legislation is the right thing to do.

Critics who argue that the DREAM Act
would diminish opportunities for students in
this country with full citizenship must not know
anything about our colleges and universities.

Our Nation’s higher education institutions
have the capacity to welcome these students,
as many already do, without closing the door
for other students.

This Congress has passed historic legisla-
tion to increase college access and oppor-
tunity for all students.

The bill before us today continues to provide
that access to a higher education not only by
providing these students a path to citizenship,
but allowing them access to critical student aid
through loans and work-study.

The financial cost of a higher education is
too often a barrier to attending higher edu-
cation.

It is critical that this bill ensures access to
student aid, and gives students a chance at
affording a higher education.

It is important to note that this bill allows
students to enter into a conditional non-
immigrant status for an initial period of 5
years, which shall be extended for an addi-
tional five years as long as they have fulfilled
all requirements for extension.

After 10 years in this conditional status, eli-
gible students may apply for lawful permanent
residence. Once applicants receive conditional
non-immigrant status, DREAM Act partici-
pants, like lawful permanent residents and un-
like many nonimmigrants, are considered to
be residing in the United States lawfully with-
out being required to maintain a residence
outside the U.S. or have an intent to leave the
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U.S. As such, conditional nonimmigrants
under the DREAM Act should be considered
as’ residents of the states that they reside in
when considering tuition rates at public institu-
tions of higher education, as long as they
meet all other residency requirements for in-
state tuition.

By passing this legislation, we can reward
smart, civic-minded, goal-oriented students
and provide access to the American dream.

Let's not punish students and the future of
this country.

| urge all of my colleagues to support this
bill.

———

HONORING STEPHAN
PASSALACQUA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today with my colleague, Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to recognize and
honor Sonoma County District Attorney
Stephan Passalacqua, who is retiring after a
22-year career as a County Prosecutor. For
the past eight years, Mr. Passalacqua served
as Sonoma County’s elected District Attorney.

As District Attorney, Mr. Passalacqua was
instrumental in obtaining $1.4 million in grant
funding and private donations to create the
Family Justice Center of Sonoma County,
which will be a lasting testament to his service
to his community.

He also hosted the first statewide Gang
Summit and launched an educational gang
prevention program in partnership with Boys
and Girls Clubs. This was the first program in
the nation to be taught by prosecutors.

His other innovations included co-hosting a
Sonoma County Environmental Awareness
Forum, hosting multiple Elder Protection Sum-
mits, and partnering with community groups to
host forums on Internet Safety, Identity Theft
and Mortgage Fraud.

He also initiated the first organized activities
acknowledging National Crime Victims Rights
Week in Sonoma County, which has now be-
come an annual event. The hallmark of his
tenure as District Attorney has been his insist-
ence that victims are treated with respect and
dignity. He continually worked to raise aware-
ness of victims’ rights, to help victims become
survivors and to reduce and prevent victimiza-
tion at the onset.

He has served on several professional
boards, including the Institute for the Advance-
ment of Criminal Justice, the Board of Direc-
tors of the Sonoma County Bar Association,
the Santa Rosa Mayor's Gang Prevention
Task Force, and as a Professor of Elder Pro-
tection Law at Empire College School of Law.

Mr. Passalacqua was born and raised in
Sonoma County and he is firmly rooted in his
community. In addition to his professional du-
ties, Mr. Passalacqua has served on the
Board of Directors of the Valley of the Moon
Children’s Foundation, the Rotary Club of
Santa Rosa, the Advisory Board of Kidstreet
Learning Center, the Board of Directors of the
Community Support Network of Santa Rosa
and as a mentor with Social Advocates for
Youth.

Madam Speaker, after 22 years of public
service to the people of Sonoma County,




E2220

Stephan Passalacqua deserves to enjoy the
riches of this new phase of his life as a water
and transportation consultant. We wish him
well.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“‘OIL
SPILL VICTIMS REDRESS ACT”

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, the Oil Spill Victims Redress Act that
| am introducing today with the gentlewoman
from Florida, Ms. CASTOR, would help protect
those Gulf Coast residents who have seen
their livelihoods destroyed by the BP Deep-
water Horizon oil spill.

This legislation would clarify that people
who have suffered economic harm as a result
of the BP spill can seek to pursue claims from
all of the companies involved in the disaster in
state court. The companies involved in the
spill, including Halliburton and Cameron, have
argued that the Oil Pollution Act preempts
state law and, as a result, that all state law
claims brought by the victims of the spill
should be dismissed or removed to federal
court. Some of these companies, such as Hal-
liburton and Cameron, have even argued that
they should be exempt from all suits because
they are not responsible parties as defined
under the OPA.

To be clear, the underlying statute, the Oil
Pollution Act, already clearly provides for
claims brought in state court and was not in-
tended to preempt state law. The Act clearly
states that “nothing in this Act . . . shall af-
fect, or be construed or interpreted to affect or
modify in any way the obligations or liabilities
of any person under . . . State law, including
common law.”

However, in light of the legal arguments
proffered by the companies involved in this
disaster, the legislation that we are introducing
today would further clarify the ability of people
to seek compensation in state court. We must
ensure that we do not forget about the people
of the Gulf who have had their lives destroyed
by this disaster. We must ensure that all of the
companies responsible for the worst oil spill in
our nation’s history are held accountable. And
we must ensure that everyone who has suf-
fered economic damages as a result of the BP
oil spill is made whole.

HAZEL HARTBARGAR

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Hazel Hartbargar
for her outstanding service to our community.

As the Director of the Arvada Economic De-
velopment Association, Hazel Hartbargar is an
advocate for all business in the community
and has been recognized regionally and na-
tionally for her work. She has been called the
“heart and soul” of ADEA. Her ability to help
people work together and the compassion she
shows is exceptional.
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Hazel has been instrumental in imple-
menting many community programs including
PropertyLink which is a website local commer-
cial business can use to search for land, as
well as retail and industrial space within the
city. She also helped to implement JobLink
which enables businesses within the city to
post open positions.

When Hazel received the Pioneer Award,
she was described as a true modern day pio-
neer; a visionary who ventures into the un-
known, creating new opportunities for herself
and others and encouraging others to explore
new areas of thought.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Hazel Hartbargar for her well deserved rec-
ognition by the West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all her
future accomplishments.

HONORING PAUL ZALESKI
HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, | would like
to bring to the attention of my colleagues a
tribute to Mr. Paul Zaleski who passed from
this life on November 24 at the age of 95. This
tribute was written by noted author and histo-
rian, Allen Paul, whose books include “Katyn:
Stalin’s Massacre and the Triumph of Truth.”
As Mr. Paul points out, Mr. Zaleski epitomized
the courage of his generation of extraordinary
Poles who came to the U.S. after the terror
and broken dreams unleashed by World War
II. I, too, had the privilege of meeting him on
May 5 of this year at a 70th anniversary ob-
servance of the Katyn Forest Massacre, at the
Library of Congress. Paul Zaleski may well
have been the last link here in the U.S. to the
Polish Government in Exile. May his family
and friends be comforted in the knowledge he
lived to see the fall of the Berlin Wall, Soli-
darity whose 30th anniversary we commemo-
rate this year, and Poland admitted to NATO.

A TRIBUTE TO PAUL ZALESKI

Paul Zaleski led the most interesting life
of anyone I have ever known. Such a quiet
unassuming man, imbued with old world
grace and dignity, never bitter despite the
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune—
who could have guessed his escape in a hail
of bullets, how he and others returned that
fire by pinging the American conscience,
how we eventually came to see that Poland,
the land he loved and lost, must be reborn
independent and free. He laid no claim to
great deeds, but the memorable title of Dean
Acheson’s autobiography—‘‘Present at the
Creation’’—almost perfectly fits his life.

Paul and I were close friends for twenty
years. His death on November 24 leaves a no-
table void: a direct link is lost—perhaps the
last—to the Poles’ ill-fated Government in
Exile and to the heroic gamble after the end
of the war to save Poland from Stalin. Paul
was longtime secretary to Stanislaw
Mikolajczyk, prime minister of the Govern-
ment in Exile in London. In 1945 Mikolajczyk
decided to go back to Poland to join a com-
munist-controlled coalition government and
Paul went with him. Both men were gam-
bling with their lives but took the chance to
achieve two main objectives: first, to keep
the communists from stealing the ‘‘free and
unfettered” elections promised at Yalta; and
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second, to prevent Stalin from liquidating
and/or deporting nearly 400,000 partisans who
were still in the forests of Poland waiting to
fight. The elections were stolen through bla-
tant fraud; but aim two was achieved:
Mikolajczyk ‘“bought’ safe passage for the
partisans and averted a bloodbath.

Along the way thugs from the infamous UB
(security service) made two attempts on
Paul’s life; and soon it became clear that
Mikolajczyk, himself, would be tried as a
traitor or liquidated. Both men escaped in
1947 and returned to the west where they
launched a high-profile campaign to warn
the west about the fate of Poland. Arch-
bishop Francis Spellman arranged for rooms
at the Waldorf Astoria where Mikolajczyk
wrote his bestseller—‘The Rape of Poland.”
The famous sports writer, Bob Considine,
helped as did Paul. The book and the heavy
speaking schedule Mikolajczyk kept up were
influential in getting Congress to investigate
the Katyn Forest Massacre in 1951-52. That
probe established a record and body of evi-
dence that stands even today. It concluded
that the Russians had brutally murdered
thousands of Polish officers in the spring of
1940.

Paul’s symbiotic relationship with
Mikolajczyk heavily influenced his life. Not
long before the war Paul earned a law degree
from Jan Kazimierz University in Lwow and
became an organizer with the Peasant Party
(Stronnictwo Ludowe) then headed by
Mikolajczyk. After his escape from Poland,
Paul went to France where Mikolajczyk was
serving in the leadership of the Government
in Exile. He sent Paul as an emissary to Bu-
charest and later to Istanbul. When the Ger-
mans invaded Russia in 1941, the Poles and
Russians reestablished diplomatic relations;
and Paul was sent to help open the new em-
bassy in Kuybyshev. Two years later the re-
lationship fell apart over the Katyn crisis
and Paul helped get the embassy staff out of
the U.S.S.R. They took the southern route
which meant the convoy had to cross ‘“The
Roof of the World”’—the Pamir Mountains—
to get to Persia. Paul then crossed the Mid-
dle East and rejoined Mikolajczyk where the
Government in Exile moved after Dunkirk.
He was at Mikolajczyk’s side—often when he
met Churchill and other world leaders—and
remained there until Mikolajczyk died in
1966.

His exploits notwithstanding, Paul still
had to earn a living after immigrating to the
United States. His Polish law degree gave
him no standing here, so he went to law
school for the second time at George Wash-
ington University and later became an attor-
ney with the U.S. Maritime Commission.
After he retired he practiced law on his own
specializing in estate work. He was executor
for many members of the expatriate commu-
nity and seldom if ever charged for his serv-
ices.

I saw in Paul many qualities that epito-
mized the Poles who got stranded in the west
when Stalin swallowed their country whole.
They found the courage to rebuild shattered
lives, became intensely proud and loyal
Americans and remained unswerving in their
commitment to Polish freedom and inde-
pendence. I talked to Paul often and we
spoke only a few days before he died. I know
it gave him great satisfaction—much com-
fort in fact—that the torch was passed, that
the ideals of his generation survived the long
dark years of communism, that they are
strongly embraced today by a new genera-
tion of leaders who have guided Poland to a
remarkable position in which it has one of
the strongest economies and most stable de-
mocracies in all of Europe.

From their near-miraculous escape in 1947
to their messianic campaign to win the
minds and hearts of Americans, Paul and his
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mentor, Stanislaw Mikolajczyk, came to rep-
resent one of the aspects of Polish character
I admire most: the concept of ‘“Victory in
Defeat.”” The very idea may strike most
Americans as peculiar, but from 1795 to
1989—when Poles were ruled from abroad ex-
cept for the brief interwar period—it meant
that honor came first, that the Poles would
never give up, that they would persevere
without fail to win back their independence.
When I think of Paul I think of this first;
and it gives me great satisfaction to know
that he lived to see freedom restored and a
vibrant Poland reborn.

When I last talked to Paul he told me, as
he often did, that: “I am so thankful that I
am able to live in my own home.”” His cour-
age could be measured in matters great and
small. Despite crippling conditions he man-
aged to take care of himself until the last
four days of his life. To say that he will be
missed feels like a gross understatement to
me. He was the product of an unusual place
and time; he never shrank from the difficul-
ties that came his way. And he would cer-
tainly chide me for praising him even to this
extent.

HONORING JAMES DIPACE

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor a great man
and constituent, James DiPace. Mr. DiPace
has devoted 37 years of service to the Avon
Volunteer Fire Department, and has served as
Fire Chief there for the last 15 years.

The community of Avon is lucky to be home
to a man like James DiPace. His selfless dedi-
cation to the town and his devotion is remark-
able, and he deserves to be recognized by the
House of Representatives as he retires as fire
chief.

Incorporated in 1943, the Avon Volunteer
Fire Department proudly protects more than
16,500 people. During his tenure as Fire
Chief, Chief DiPace oversaw several incidents
in town, but perhaps none more powerful than
the July 29, 2005 crash at the base of Avon
Mountain. That morning, a dump truck lost its
brakes and careened into a line of stopped ve-
hicles at a traffic light. The accident involved
19 vehicles and a CT Transit bus. Four people
died that morning. On that sad day, Chief
DiPace acted as incident commander at the
scene from 7:30 am until after midnight. Two
years later, another truck lost its brakes and
caused an accident at the same intersection.
Again, Chief DiPace was the incident com-
mander at the scene. During these times of
tragedy, it was always comforting to know that
James DiPace, a man of keen interagency re-
lations and cool temperament, was com-
manding the scene.

Throughout his service, James DiPace has
been an active member of Connecticut’s com-
munity of emergency responders. While Fire
Chief, he served as Fire Marshall and Emer-
gency Management Director for the town of
Avon. Additionally, Chief DiPace has served
as president of the Connecticut Fire Chiefs
Association and the Capitol Region Fire Mar-
shalls Association.

James DiPace’s service to the community
does not stop at the firehouse doors. Outside
of his commitment to the Avon Volunteer Fire
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Department, Mr. DiPace has been part of
many civic organizations in town, including the
Chamber of Commerce and the Lions Club.
With his family, Fire Chief DiPace has also
opened his home to several Fidelco Guide
puppies and dogs, preparing them for their
jobs as Seeing Eye companions.

James DiPace has given so much of himself
to the town of Avon without wanting anything
in return. His presence will surely be missed
in the Avon Volunteer Fire Department. Today,
| rise to thank Fire Chief DiPace for his re-
markable service and wish him the best in re-
tirement.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
MARVIN ZANDERS

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the memory of
my dear friend and constituent Marvin Clyde
Zanders of South Apopka, Florida. Mr. Zan-
ders operated one of the premier funeral
homes in the United States. But he was much
more than a successful and popular mortician
to the people of Central Florida. According to
his son, “his personality made him a ‘life-
giver'” and he gave so much of his own life
to the community.

Mr. Zanders served the families of Central
Florida for over fifty years in ways too many
to list. He provided scholarships, sponsored
sports teams and gave continuous support to
various organizations throughout Central Flor-
ida. He was known as “The People’s Choice”
and even Apopka’s mayor often called him
“The Mayor of Apopka.”

The community formally recognized Mr.
Zanders’ humanitarian efforts by renaming
Lake Avenue in Apopka to Marvin C. Zanders
Avenue and dedicating the Marvin C. Zanders
Park in Winter Garden. Ten years ago, the
South Apopka Ministerial Alliance established
the “Marvin C. Zanders” humanitarian banquet
to honor the accomplishments of community
leaders like him.

Mr. Zanders also served individual families
in their time of grief with extraordinary com-
passion. Whenever one of my constituents
could not afford a proper service in honor of
a loved one, | knew that Marvin would take
care of them. Through his selflessness, Marvin
Zanders showed people that when we give
back, we all become better and stronger. As
he often said, “God gave me a chance; let me
give my fellow man a chance.”

My thoughts and prayers are with his chil-
dren and many grandchildren. God has
blessed us by allowing us to have Marvin Zan-
ders in our lives.

HONORING DAVID CAVICKE

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010
Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam

Speaker, my friend and fellow member of Red
Sox nation, David Cavicke, the Chief of Staff
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for the Republicans on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, is leaving the Committee in
January after nearly 16 years on the Hill at the
Committee. Mr. Cavicke is an institutionalist—
he has sought to work quietly on a bipartisan
basis to advance the good of the country
across the array of issues within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee.

Over the vyears, Mr. Cavicke has ably
served the Republican Members of the Energy
and Commerce Committee. But he has also
helped facilitate bipartisan compromise on
many vital issues. In 1995, he staffed then-
Subcommittee Chairman Jack Fields when our
Committee enacted the National Securities
Markets Improvement Act, which rationalized
various aspects of federal securities laws. Two
years later, under then-Subcommittee Chair-
man Oxley, he worked with my office to bring
the New York Stock Exchange and NASDAQ
Stock Market out of the 18th century and into
the 21st by ending government mandated pric-
ing in fractions and moving to decimal pricing.
The Common Cents Stock Pricing Act of 1997
provided the impetus to end fractionalized
trading which cost investors $3 billion a year.
Each year American investors, rather than
professional floor traders and NASDAQ mar-
ket makers, will put that $3 billion to more pro-
ductive uses, such as saving for retirement
and children’s education.

Following the transfer of the Committee’s
securities jurisdiction over to the Financial
Services Committee, Mr. Cavicke moved into
a management role on the Republican staff. In
that capacity, he has been relentlessly fair and
has always sought to work to provide proce-
dural due process to all members of the Com-
mittee regardless of the issue of the moment.
| join in expressing the thanks of the Members
of the Committee for his service, and our best
wishes.

EREKA O'HARA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and applaud Ereka O’Hara for
her outstanding service to our community.

Ereka O’Hara became a realtor in 1982 and
as a working mother she still found time to be
involved in the community. Ereka served on
the board of the Jefferson County Association
of Realtors early in her career, and later sat
on the board of the Arvada Jefferson Kiwanis,
Children’s Charity and the Arvada Chamber of
Commerce.

When the entire board of the Children’s
Charity resigned, their annual Charity Ball was
in jeopardy. Ereka stepped in and hit the chal-
lenge head on. She gathered a new board,
rallied the troops and ran the Charity Ball for
three years. She raised over $100,000 for the
Arvada Center Accessibility Program and the
Arvada Child Advocacy Center.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Ereka O’Hara for her well deserved recogni-
tion by the West Chamber serving Jefferson
County. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all her future
accomplishments.
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INTRODUCING OIL INDEPENDENCE
FOR A STRONGER AMERICA ACT
OF 2010

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce Oil Independence for a Stronger
America Act of 2010, a bipartisan bill to help
transition our transportation sector from an oil-
based system to one based on electricity and
natural gas. This legislation is a significant in-
vestment in our shared goals to reduce our
dependence on foreign oil, and ramp up pro-
duction of homegrown biofuels in states like
Washington that can spur our economy and
create American jobs. As many of you know,
the U.S. has only two percent of the world’s oil
reserves while we consume 23 percent of the
world’s oil. The status quo is not in our na-
tional security interests, or economic interests.
Of all the oil that is used in the United States
each day, 57 percent is imported, and 70 per-
cent of that imported oil comes from countries
that do not enjoy many of the same basic
freedoms as U.S. citizens. Further, this addic-
tion costs the U.S. economy close to $1 billion
per day. This imbalance of supply and de-
mand means that the U.S. will be dependent
on foreign sources of oil unless we create
smart and thoughtful policies to invest in
America’s clean energy technologies and in-
frastructure.

This bill provides the necessary framework
for the United States change invigorate new
American industries and kick our oil habit. To
put this in perspective everyone should know
that approximately one-third of the total
amount of energy consumed in the United
States is to fuel the 249 million vehicles that
are burning gas on our highways.

The Oil Independence for a Stronger Amer-
ica Act of 2010 contains language that has the
goal of reducing our dependence on oil by ap-
proximately 3 billion barrels per year, a num-
ber that represents nearly all of our oil im-
ports. This bill would:

1. Establish the National Energy Security
Program to coordinate oil reduction efforts
across all of government

2. Help deploy electric and natural gas vehi-
cles though tax credits and deployment dem-
onstration projects

3. Amend current federal transportation
planning rules to include planning for oil sav-
ings in transportation infrastructure plans de-
veloped by states and authorize funding for
projects to implement the plans

4. Help the U.S. advanced biofuels industry
scale up to commercial levels

5. Support research and development in
battery technologies

In addition to strengthening America by
reigning in our oil consumption the legislation
also has very positive environmental benefits.
Almost 5 of all the Green House Gas, GHG,
emissions in the U.S. come from the transpor-
tation sector. Switching over 60 percent of our
transportation sector to electric vehicles would
cut emissions by 33 percent. This is the equiv-
alent of taking 82 million gas burning cars off
the road.

In the great state of Washington, interests
from the private and public sectors are already
working to bring electric vehicles and the as-
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sociated infrastructure to the 1-5 corridor.
Their efforts can be greatly enhanced by this
legislation. Realizing the goals of this legisla-
tion will ensure that the U.S. secures its com-
petitive edge in this field.

This legislation is a win-win-win for the fu-
ture of the United States. We can help secure
our nation’s energy resources, reduce our na-
tions greenhouse gas emissions significantly
which will help mitigate issues of global cli-
mate change, and ensure that innovative
transportation technologies like advanced bat-
teries and advanced biofuels are made here in
the United States. In closing, | urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor this bill, and hope that
we can work together to move it toward pas-
sage as soon as possible.

——————

ARTUR DAVIS

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the Congressional Black Caucus, |
rise today to honor Congressman ARTUR
DAvis. During the past eight years, Congress-
man DAvVIS has represented Alabama’s sev-
enth congressional district with earnest dedi-
cation.

An Alabama native, Congressman DAvIS
was raised by his mother and grandmother.
Despite his family’s modest means, he ex-
celled in school and graduated with honors
from both Harvard University and Harvard Law
School. As a law student, he worked for the
Southern Poverty Law Center and for U.S.
Senator Howell Heflin. From 1994 to 1998, he
served as a Federal prosecutor in Mont-
gomery and earned an almost perfect trial
conviction record. He spent the following four
years as a litigator in private practice until he
was elected to the House of Representatives
in 2002.

During his eight years in office, Congress-
man DAVIS has become well known for his po-
litical acumen and public speaking ability. He
gained national recognition when he garnered
significant bipartisan support to pass the
HOPE VI program to improve public housing.
Significantly, Congressman DAVIS was also a
major player responsible for the reopening of
the Pigford black farmer’s lawsuit. Among his
national honors, Esquire Magazine selected
him as one of the top ten best Congressmen
in America.

Congressman DAVIS has served admirably
as a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the Judiciary Committee, and the
House Administration Committee. He made an
impressive contribution to the Democratic
Party during the 2008 election cycle as the
Recruitment Chair for the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee.

Congressman DAvIS is a passionate and
pragmatic legislator, who has fought to im-
prove the lives of the people in his district and
throughout the country. On behalf of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, | honor Congress-
man ARTUR DAvIS.
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IN NATE A TRIBUTE TO AN AMER-
ICAN HERO CPL. NATHAN
“NATE” SCHAMING 82ND AIR-
BORNE 1/5604 PIR CO. THE UNITED
STATES ARMY

HON. JOHN A. BOCCIERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. BOCCIERI. Madam Speaker, Corporal
Nate Schaming of Ohio, and The United
States Army . . . 82nd Airborne Division 1/
504 PIR C Co., lost both his legs in an IED
explosion in Irag on 12/01/07. Like many of
our heroes who come home from war, he
must begin a new battle and a new fight. As
we watch him in awe, as he rebuilds his life,
with but only his faith and great courage to
sustain him . . . Another key part of his re-
covery, can also be directly attributed to his
wonderful mother Pamela who has been there
day and night. Any doctor or nurse will tell you
that the family members are the true Unsung
Heroes in recovery . . . and they are key to
it. 1 ask that this poem penned by Albert
Caswell be placed in the RECORD.

In . . .Nate . ..

Born with it, something so very great!

Inherent, the nature or something .. . be-
longing to ... In Nate, that’s what
you do!

An Army Man, Who So Can! One of Ohio’s,
who’s who!

A future Hero seen, who from deep down
within him . .. such his greatness
would convene!

When courage crests . . . Like John Glenn,
Oh Those Most Heroic Ohio Men . . .
But, The Best!

Who lock and load . . .

The ones, who live by the greatest of all
honor codes . . .

Who but for us, them and their families . . .
bare the load . . .

Who all in times of war, who with such
hearts of courage sure . . .

Ensure our victory, all out upon death’s
road!

To lose your once strong two fine young legs!

As upon, them . . . such speed they gave!

While then somehow to rebuild . . . while so
close to the grave!

With but with only lies within a heart, so
brave . . .

Surely, but coming from down within . . .
coming from Nate!

A man from that Buckeye State . . .

Who has taken all of this pain and
heartache . . .

For him, Heaven would have to wait . . .

As with a mother’s help so great . . . his new
life he creates!

For God is Good, and God is Great!

All in such men and women of honor, he so
creates . . .

All within hearts which will not hesitate,
from somewhere deep down within . . .
inside so states!

So states, all about Courage and Faith . . .
Whose fine Thearts, are so full of
character . . . as so In Nate . . .

Who Teach Us All, Who Reach Us All . . .
Who So Beseech Us and Do So State!

Of what we are born with . . .

And the kind of courage, we are warmed
with . . . that which so ever lives on
which states!

For as we stand here this day and see, what

isgood . . . what is great . . .

What is so . . . In Nate!

As now we understand, The Greatest Of All
Things . . .
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That which our Lord so creates, are but
found deep down within someone like
Nate!

And if ever I have a son, I but hope and
pray . . . he could but be like you this
one!

In Nate!

PASSING OF REVEREND S.L.
ROBERSON

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, a distin-
guished churchman, much loved in southeast
Michigan who led the House of Representa-
tives in prayer on September 5, 2007, has
been called by the God he served so faithfully.

Reverend S.L. Roberson, pastor of Metro-
politan Memorial Baptist Church in Ypsilanti,
Michigan, passed away on November 11,
2010. His long and faithful service to his God
and fellow man has endeared him to the peo-
ple of the Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor region of
Southeast Michigan in a very special way.

Reverend Roberson was a Marine and he
served this country at Okinawa and lwo Jima
in World War Il. When he came home he
never stopped serving.

Reverend Roberson led the congregation at
Metropolitan Memorial Baptist Church from
1954. He was a leader to that church and he
was leader to the Ypsilanti community. He
was a gifted communicator and he put that gift
to work for his community, his congregation,
and his nation.

Reverend Roberson leaves behind a griev-
ing family and thousands of grieving friends
and admirers.

He was commemorated in a celebration of
his life at Metropolitan Memorial Baptist
Church on December 18, 2010.

On behalf of the House of Representatives,
which he led in prayer, | extend our condo-
lences to his much loved widow, Mrs. Hollie
Roberson, and his family.

————

A TRIBUTE TO AN AMERICAN
HERO: SERGEANT MAJOR RAY-
MOND MACKEY, 3RD BATTALION
10TH MARINES

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to an American Hero, Sergeant
Major Raymond Mackey of Sierra Vista, Ari-
zona and the 3rd Battalion 10th Marines. This
Marine has served our Nation for 28 years;
leading and inspiring our Nation’s Marines.

On December 23, 2009, while on patrol, he
noticed a marker left by the enemy indicating
an improvised explosive device, IED, up
ahead. As he pushed a fellow Marine out of
the way of the IED, it exploded and Sergeant
Major Mackey lost his legs and almost his life.
With the help of his wife, Vicki, he recovered
and is doing well today.

| ask that the following poem by Albert
Caswell penned in honor of Major Mackey and
his family be placed in the RECORD:
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ARIZONA’S BRIGHT SON

Arizona’s son . . .

Shining, but so very brightly . ..
does, so this one!

Ah yes Raymond, you are one of her bright-
est of all ones!

As thy will be done!

A United States Marine, oh yes, you are on
one of the finest of all things!

That, this our Country . .. has . . .
seen . . .

As a leader of women and men, as upon bat-
tlefields of honor you would descend

as but

ever so

A Sergeant Major, whose entire life will be
. . .and has always been . . .

One of strength in honor, time and time
again!

As so boldly forth, Mac you have worn that
fine shade of green!

As a magnificent brave heart, who would go
off to war to lead . . .

Leaving behind, all that you so loved . . .
and adored!

All for God and Country, all for our most
precious freedom to ensure!

As into such fine heroes, molding and lead-
ing our men and women so for sure!

As when, all in that moment’s of truth . . .

Saving your brother in arm’s life, giving up
your own two strong legs . . . as lies
the proof!

As when, you looked down . . .
what you had found . . .

As the tears upon his most heroic face, came
streaming down!

But, Marines don’t quit! They lead!

As now Sergeant Major Mackey, you have a
new battle to win . .. a new war to
succeed!

For some heroes, are but put upon this earth!

To teach us, to reach us ... to all of our
hearts so beseech us . .. all in their
worth!

For all in our Lord God’s heart, they do so
surely come first!

As does, this bright son now shine! As over
the skies of Arizona, you so rise!

With but your faith and courage, but bring-
ing tears to all of our eyes!

The kind of son, I wished was mine!

Who will one day, Heaven . . . for his faith
and courage, wings will so find!

Oh Mac, how you do shine! All in your life,
all in your time!

And all of those lives that you have saved

and so saw

And all of those magnificent heroes you have
so trained and trained!

And all for your most heroic brothers in
arms, who no so lie in soft quiet graves

Have so marched forth all in those magnifi-
cent shades of green!

As you will rise up with your heart of cour-
age full, as once again to lead the way!

As your most courageous life, so brightens
all of our days!

Marine! ‘““Oh Mackey, how you do shine!”’

There’s an even brighter son, now shining
this day all in Arizona’s skies!

It’s you, Sergeant Major Raymond Mackey,
whose heart to new heights as does so
rise!

HONORING BILL COGBILL

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010
Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam

Speaker, | rise today with my colleague, Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to recognize and
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honor Sonoma County Sheriff Bill Cogbill, who
is retiring after a 36-year career in law en-
forcement.

Sheriff Cogbill began his career in 1975 with
the Petaluma Police Department in Sonoma
County. Three years later, he joined the
Sonoma County Sheriff's Office as a patrol of-
ficer assigned to various beats throughout this
large, rural county.

He was promoted to Detective in 1987 and
specialized in narcotics enforcement. He was
promoted to Sergeant the following year and
was assigned to Patrol and Personnel Serv-
ices.

In 1995 he was promoted to Lieutenant and
was assigned to the Town of Windsor as that
community’s Chief of Police. He served in this
capacity for three years when he became
Captain of the Sheriff’'s Field Services, a posi-
tion he held until 2003 when he was elected
Sheriff.

He had many specialty assignments during
his tenure with the Sheriff's Office, including
service with the Hazardous Incident Team,
Street Crimes Unit, Field Training Officer Pro-
gram and Instructor and Coordinator of Defen-
sive Tactics.

Sheriff Cogbill has received numerous
awards and citations during his long career,
including the Sheriff's Distinguished Service
Award, the Santa Rosa Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership Award, and the Bob Tucks
Peace Award. He is also a graduate of the
FBI's National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.

Sheriff Cogbill has served on numerous
local and state committees working to improve
public safety, law enforcement and detention
services, including the Board of Directors of
the California State Sheriff's Association Board
of Directors. He has continuously encouraged
his Command Staff to participate fully in pro-
fessional organizations and within the commu-
nity.

K/Iadam Speaker, Sheriff Bill Cogbill has
served the people of Sonoma County well dur-
ing his distinguished career. It is appropriate
that we commend him for his many years of
public service and wish him well on his retire-
ment.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LEIGH ANN BROWN TO
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the service
of a valued staff member of the Committee on
Science and Technology, Leigh Ann Brown.
She can best be described as my ’right hand’
and she has been with me almost as long.

Leigh Ann has literally worked with me from
the beginning of my political career. We share
the same hometown of Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee. Her work with me actually started as
the fortunate result of my mother telling me
that “My good friend’s daughter is interested
in politics.” So in 1984, as a high school sen-
ior, she worked on my first campaign; and
every summer of college she either worked on
my campaign or as an intern in my office.

After graduating from Vanderbilt University,
she immediately joined my Washington, DC
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staff. And following a period where she lived
in Missouri, she returned to DC to work on the
staff of the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology.

| have long been proud of the bipartisan na-
ture of this Committee. Leigh Ann exemplifies
this even in her home as she is happily mar-
ried to John Cuaderes, the Republican Deputy
Staff Director for the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform. Outside of work,
Leigh Ann is a dog-lover, a DC restaurant
connoisseur, and she enjoys traveling.

Leigh Ann is known among staff as the per-
son who gets things done. Throughout her ca-
reer, staff have consistently relied on her
sound judgment and thoughtful consideration
on a countless number of projects. Beginning
in 2007, the offices of the Committee on
Science and Technology were renovated as
the first House office space in the “Green the
Capitol Initiative.” Leigh Ann managed and
oversaw this vast project. She also coordi-
nated the transition of our committee to the
Majority in 2006.

Leigh Ann has long been a dedicated, loyal,
and hard working member of my staff | want
to thank her from the bottom of my heart for
everything from volunteering as a teenager on
my first campaign to her expertise in man-
aging the office for the Committee on Science
and Technology.

Leigh Ann, | cannot imagine my time in
Congress without your steadfast service. |
know that all the staff of the Committee on
Science and Technology wish you well in the
next phase of your life. We will miss you and
cannot replace you.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS
HOUSING FAIRNESS ACT OF 2010

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today |
introduce a bill to ensure that veterans have
access to a diverse range of housing options.

In 2006, Congress passed legislation allow-
ing veterans to use their VA loans to purchase
cooperative housing. The VA loan program al-
lows veterans to buy homes with no down
payment and limited closing costs; addition-
ally, the program offers negotiable interest
rates and flexible repayment plans. With over
one million housing cooperatives nationwide,
extending these generous loan benefits can
make affordable homeownership a reality for
veterans in our districts all across the country.

This bill makes permanent the Department
of Veterans Affairs loan guarantee for the pur-
chase of residential cooperative housing units
and gives veterans the freedom to choose
where they live by allowing veterans to use
their veterans’ loans to purchase co-ops. In
my district, co-ops are often the lowest cost
housing. It makes no sense to deny veterans
the ability to use their veterans’ benefits to
purchase these units. My bill will allow vet-
erans to explore all housing options and
choose the one that suits their needs.

With this legislation we can honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of our nation’s veterans by
giving them the tools and resources they need
to pursue their dreams.
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EQUITY IN SOCIAL SECURITY ACT
OF 2010 INTRODUCTION STATE-
MENT

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to introduce the
“Equity in Social Security Act of 2010.” This
bill is designed to eliminate the discriminatory
policy of the Social Security Administration
that prevents same-sex couples from receiving
the same benefits as their heterosexual coun-
terparts.

Social Security provides spousal, survivor,
and death benefits to married heterosexual
couples in their later years. Same sex couples
are not eligible to receive these benefits be-
cause the federal government does not recog-
nize their marriages or civil unions.

These same-sex couples pay into Social
Security while working just the same as every
other American, but in their time of need, the
government treats them differently. Gay cou-
ples receive 18 percent less in Social Security
benefits than heterosexual couples while les-
bian couples receive 31 percent less than
heterosexuals. It is no wonder that these
groups are also more likely to live in poverty
in their old age than heterosexuals.

All Americans should receive a Social Secu-
rity benefit based on their contribution to the
program, not their sexual orientation. That is
why my legislation would allow couples in rela-
tionships that have been recognized by their
state of residence, whether a domestic part-
nership, civil union or marriage itself, to re-
ceive the same benefits from Social Security
as heterosexual married couples.

Let me be clear about this effort today. This
is meant in no way to distract from the effort
to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act. That is
the ultimate goal in the movement for mar-
riage equality. My bill is not about marriage—
it is about economic fairness. This legislation
is meant to provide assistance to elderly indi-
viduals who have not been treated fairly by
their government.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

————

DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL REPEAL
ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of the Senate Amendment to H.R.
2965 and do so proudly. | support the Senate
Amendment because | stand on the side of
our military and all who have sacrificed for our
freedom, and that is why | support the repeal
of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, DADT, policy
which, since 1993 has resulted in the dis-
charge of over 13,000 American servicemen
and women and cost our taxpayers hundreds
of millions of dollars in wasted funds. DADT
denies equality to thousands of our soldiers
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and dissuades thousands more from enlisting
in the defense of our country.

| believe that all Americans willing to risk
their lives in the defense of our country and
obey its laws should be allowed to do so. Both
our military and civilian leaders support the re-
peal of DADT. It is our responsibility to ensure
that this change is initiated at a gradual, man-
ageable pace so as to avoid any unnecessary
disruption.

Defense Secretary Gates and Admiral
Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
understand that an orderly transition is critical
to minimizing disruption in the ranks, ensuring
we maintain our strength level and not com-
promise national security. | applaud Secretary
Gates’ leadership and initiative, beginning with
the landmark report he commissioned in
March 2010 which included a survey of over
115,000 enlisted personnel and 44,000 military
family members. In conjunction with this re-
port, the Department of Defense prepared an
implementation plan that will provide a smooth
transition with minimal dislocation. The Pen-
tagon stands ready to implement this plan,
and | am proud that Congress is acting to
move it forward.

In the 17 years since DADT was adopted,
there has been a remarkable change in public
opinion regarding the acceptance of gays and
lesbians serving in the armed forces. This
change has been so dramatic that the repeal
of DADT no longer represents a subject of
controversy for the large majority of Ameri-
cans. Indeed, repealing DADT brings public
policy in line with informed popular sentiment,
which is nearly always a positive good.

The Pentagon’s report documents one of
the largest surveys of the attitudes of military
personnel ever conducted. lts key finding is
that the sexual orientation of their peers is not
a matter of concern to most service members.
Nearly 7 in 10, 69 percent, of respondents be-
lieved that they had already served with a gay
or lesbian in their unit, and it did not under-
mine morale or military readiness. The report
also finds that, if properly implemented, the re-
peal of DADT will have no adverse affect on
unit cohesion or morale. These attitudes are in
line with those of most Americans, who recog-
nize that the military needs every patriotic,
able-bodied recruit during a time of war.

Mr. Speaker, opponents of the measure still
claim that repealing DADT is “social engineer-
ing” that will undermine morale and erode the
fighting force of our nation’s military. Their
claim is refuted by the empirical study con-
ducted by the Pentagon. It is also interesting
to note that similar arguments were raised in
opposition to racial integration and the enlist-
ment of women in the armed services. The
critics were wrong then and they are wrong
now. The action we take today also brings us
in line with the long-standing practice of our
NATO allies as well as that of Israel, a nation
rooted in faith that would do nothing to com-
promise the security of its people.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to support this leg-
islation and urge all my colleagues to do like-
wise. | look forward to the moment when
President Obama signs this bill into law, which
will at once strengthen our armed forces and
ensure that all those who want to defend our
freedom are given the opportunity.
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DENISE WADDELL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Denise
Waddell for her outstanding service to our
community.

As the President of First Bank of Wheat
Ridge, Denise has developed an exceptional
team, built and maintained business relation-
ships and worked tirelessly to promote a posi-
tive economic environment in the community.

Denise Waddell supports many programs
that promote small business including the
Wheat Ridge community as a whole. As the
Board President for Wheat Ridge 2020 she
actively advocates at City Council meetings,
speaks out on the opportunities for investment
and constantly champions collaborative efforts.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Denise Waddell for being honored by the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. |
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

—————

TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-
SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION,
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
the funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for the airport improvement
program, and for other purposes:

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chair, it is with regret that |
rise in opposition to this legislation. Less than
two weeks ago, | joined a majority of this
House in passing middle class tax relief that
balanced the needs of working families with
our nation’s need to get its fiscal house in
order. Unfortunately the Senate failed to pass
this bill.

The legislation we are considering today is
deeply flawed. We should try to put money in
the pockets of working families, and | do not
fault President Obama and many of my col-
leagues who want to get something done on
behalf of the millions of Americans who need
help. But, this is the wrong way to do it.

Yet, at a time when income inequality in the
United States has risen to its highest level in
decades, the bill under consideration would
shift the burden of funding the federal govern-
ment further onto middle-class and working-
class families. The bill would give away tax
breaks to the wealthiest two percent of house-
holds at a cost of more than $120 billion
charged to the national debt.

I am most concerned, however, that the bill
undermines the very idea of Social Security.
Social Security has been a pillar of our society
for generations. When Franklin Delano Roo-

sevelt, Frances Perkins, and others created
Social Security in 1935, it was a political
masterstroke. Social Security was created as
an insurance program and has remained intact
for 75 years because Americans have a real
sense of ownership for the program.

In good economic times and in bad, regard-
less of which political party is in power, this
sense of ownership—that Americans will get
out that which they put into the Social Secu-
rity—has allowed it to survive despite the ef-
forts of determined enemies.

A provision in the bill would reduce an em-
ployee’s contribution to Social Security from
6.2 percent to 4.2 percent of salary. This could
have a beneficial stimulative economic effect.
The $112 billion cost to the Social Security
trust fund of this payroll tax holiday is sup-
posed to be replaced with money from the
general treasury fund. But that is just the prob-
lem. In Social Security’s history such a com-
mingling of payroll taxes and money from the
Treasury at this scale is unprecedented.

This is not just about the financial health of
Social Security, rather it is about Social Secu-
rity’s rationale that has worked well for gen-
erations. This bill places Social Security on the
table with tax breaks for business expenses,
tax breaks for the top two percent of Ameri-
cans, the estate tax and the Alternative Min-
imum Tax—essentially making it just another
bargaining chip. If we allow Social Security to
become a bargaining chip for dealing politi-
cians, then it will not be long for this world. As
much as we need economic stimulus now, we
will need Social security for decades to come.
Rather than taking money from Social Secu-
rity, | would support a tax credit—similar to
President Obama’s Making Work Pay tax
credit—that would give working families a
sizeable tax break with money from general
revenues.

In a message to Congress on January 17,
1935, FDR insisted that Social Security should
be self-sustaining and that funds for the pay-
ment of insurance benefits should not come
from the process of general taxation. FDR'’s
message is as correct today as it was 75
years ago.

To be sure, the legislation before us today
contains many good provisions that | would
support on their own. The bill contains a one
year extension of emergency unemployment
benefits. According to the Labor Department,
there are five job-seekers for every job open-
ing in the U.S. Extending unemployment is the
right thing to do morally and for the economy.
The legislation would extend middle class tax
relief for two years along with many family-
friendly tax breaks such as the Child Tax
Credit, Earned Income Tax Credit, Alternative
Minimum Tax relief, and marriage penalty re-
lief. The bill also would extend expanded
transportation benefits for commuters and tax
credits like the research and development tax
credit to help businesses grow and create
jobs.

Congress needs to provide unemployment
insurance for Americans searching for work,
extend tax relief working families, and find so-
lutions to our budget crisis. Yet these must not
come at the expense of Social Security. It is
too important to lose.
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HONORING ELIZABETH HIGH
SCHOOL CARDINAL FOOTBALL

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate the coaches,
athletes, and fans of Elizabeth High School for
their outstanding performance during the 2010
football season. The grit, determination, and
perseverance showed by these young individ-
uals culminated with a 3A State Championship
on December 4, 2010. Playing under intense
pressure in front of a packed house at Legacy
Stadium in Aurora the Cardinals exceeded ex-
pectations and fought through all odds to ob-
tain a 29 to 6 victory over an extremely tal-
ented Glenwood Springs football team.

Such exemplary work could not have been
achieved without the unwavering and visionary
tutelage of head coach Chris Cline and his
staff of Mike Zoesch, Ty Barrett, Craig
Blackman, Brian Martinez, Eric Jiblits, Kirt
Woodman, and Steve Mann. Their energy, ex-
pertise, and passion for the game was con-
tagious and helped ignite a truly outstanding
season. Recognition must also be given to the
unsung heroes of the team. Managers Kayla
Allred, and Briana Cisneros tirelessly worked
to take care of logistical aspects of the game,
ensuring the coaches and players could focus
their energy on the gridiron.

| would like to congratulate these young
men individually for their accomplishment; they
will forever be remembered for bringing their
first state title to the proud town of Elizabeth.
They are: Josh Weber, Dakota McCune, Zach
Shepherd, Marty Sullivan, Dalton Taylor, Scott
Carter, Jordan Bucknam, Brad Goldsberry,
Blake Arellano, Colton Dillavou, Nate Nich-
olas, Zach Butler, Bobby Wintersteen, Joe
Finken, Dylan Burgett, Spencer Fulbright,
Sean Dorrance, Eli McKinney, Chase Nich-
olas, Trayco Ross, Jake Soule, Landon
Willson, Austin Peterson, Peyton Hopkins,
Gabe Mortensen, Matt Hrabik, Steve Biery,
Cody Slade, Kellen Gomon, Brandon
Strannigan, Micha Lockerby, Salvador Robles,
Cole Hoffman, Cody Miller, Dakota Boss, Dal-
las Reins, Seth TenEyck, Trevor Gill, Chantz
Walpole, Travis Cayou, Carter Solomon, Brian
Shomshor, John Weber, Garrett Sweigert,
Sean Taylor, Matt Doura, Devon Campbell,
Robert Wagner, Tim Reeder, Jaxon Graber,
and Trayco Ross.

Chase Cline and Matt Biery deserve special
acclimation for their selection to participate in
the Colorado All State football game in June.
The superior talent and dedication of these
scholar athletes is archetypical of the entire
team apparatus that helped lift the Cardinals
to an undefeated season.

Fans, family, and school officials who
braved the elements to motivate their team
from the bleachers are to be commended as
well. | know the deafening roar of the crowd
on key plays throughout the season helped
propel the team to unmatched heights. | join
them, and the rest of the sixth district of Colo-
rado in proclaiming my congratulations to a
highly deserving school and town.


bjneal
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RECOGNIZING DR. DAT QUANG LE
AS A RECIPIENT OF THE PRESI-
DENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCEL-
LENCE IN MATHEMATICS AND
SCIENCE TEACHING

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Dr. Dat Quang Le of
Springfield, Virginia as a recipient of the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics
and Science Teaching (PAEMST). Adminis-
tered by the National Science Foundation in
coordination with the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy, the PAEMST
program recognizes outstanding teachers for
their commitment to the teaching and learning
of mathematics and science. Dr. Le, along
with only 102 other mathematics and science
teachers throughout the nation will receive a
$10,000 award from the National Science
Foundation.

Dr. Le has been a teacher for 15 years, the
last 13 years of which he spent teaching
science at H.B. Woodlawn Secondary School
in Arlington, Virginia. Recently, Dr. Le moved
within the Arlington Public School system. He
now works as a science specialist, helping de-
velop the county’s science curriculum and pro-
viding general support for teachers throughout
the county.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Dr. Dat Quang Le as a re-
cipient of the Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science Teaching
for his dedication to the students of the Arling-
ton Public School system and to the teaching
and learning of mathematics and science.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$13,868,461,288,845.81.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,230,035,542,552.01 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

———

FINAL STAFF REPORT OF THE SE-
LECT COMMITTEE ON ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE AND GLOBAL
WARMING

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, | hereby submit to the CONGRES-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

SIONAL RECORD the executive summary of the
Final Staff Report from the Select Committee
on Energy Independence and Global Warming
on the committee’s activities in the 110th Con-
gress. A full copy of the Select Committee’s
Final Staff Report for the 110th Congress can
be found at globalwarming.house.gov.
FINAL STAFF REPORT FOR THE 111TH
CONGRESS
SUMMARY

We are at a watershed moment in the his-
tory of energy production—and the choices
we make at this juncture will determine the
fate of our planet and the national security
and economic future of the United States.
Between now and 2030, roughly $26 trillion
will be invested in energy infrastructure
worldwide. Clean energy will likely make up
an increasing share of this investment with
every passing year. The International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) estimates that $5.7 tril-
lion will be invested in renewable electricity
generation alone between 2010 and 2035. This
new infrastructure is long-lived and costly,
and the decisions made in the next decade
will set the course of the global and U.S. en-
ergy system—and of the global climate—for
the next century and beyond. This transition
also presents an unprecedented opportunity
for economic growth and job creation in the
clean energy technology sector. Other coun-
tries are taking the lead in clean energy and
the United States must act now if it is to re-
main competitive in this rapidly developing
global market.

Global climate change presents one of the
gravest threats to our planet’s health, and to
America’s economy, its national security,
and its public health. Scientists warn that
we may be approaching a tipping point, after
which it will become increasingly difficult,
or perhaps impossible, to halt global warm-
ing and its catastrophic effects. The United
States confronts this issue at the same time
it faces a deepening energy crisis—character-
ized by skyrocketing prices, high dependence
on foreign oil, and continued—reliance on
high-carbon fuels that worsen the climate
crisis.

The Select Committee on Energy Inde-
pendence and Global Warming was created
by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi in 2007
to examine and make recommendations on
the interrelated issues of energy independ-
ence, national security, America’s economic
future and global warming.

During its four years, the Select Com-
mittee held 80 hearings and briefings, con-
ducted investigations, led fact finding trips
with Congressional members, and contrib-
uted to the most active four years in energy
and climate policy development and debate
in the United States Congress.

As a result of the Select Committee’s work
in raising the profile of energy and climate
issues, and spurring increased debate, the
House of Representatives passed several
pieces of legislation that will reduce our na-
tion’s consumption of foreign oil, increase
energy efficiency, and create new jobs in the
clean energy sector.

In 2007, the first year of the Select Com-
mittee, the House passed the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act, which included
fuel economy provisions co-authored by Rep.
Edward J. Markey, Chairman of the Select
Committee. The bill also increased Amer-
ica’s use of advanced biofuels, and updated
energy efficiency standards for appliances
and lighting systems.

The Select Committee also was instru-
mental in pushing for increased investment
in clean energy technologies. The American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 in-
vested $90 billion in clean energy, which
jump-started new domestic industries like
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advanced electric batteries, boosted house-
hold energy efficiency, and helped key re-
newable energy sectors like wind and solar
avoid collapse during the recession.

In June of 2009, the House passed the Wax-
man-Markey American Clean Energy and Se-
curity Act, the first passage of a comprehen-
sive energy and climate bill in the history of
the U.S. Congress. The bill set ambitious
carbon reduction targets, which were used by
U.S. negotiators to craft the Copenhagen Ac-
cord. It also created a roadmap to create
clean energy jobs and the next generation of
clean energy technologies.

These legislative achievements happened
as historic events indicated that swift action
was needed to address a strained energy sys-
tem and a dangerously destabilized climate.
The years 2007-2010 are all in the top ten
warmest years on record, according to
NASA. Oil and gasoline prices peaked to
record levels in 2007 and are on the rise again
as the country emerges from the recession.

As the Select Committee ends its tenure of
progress, it is clear that there is much left to
be done to stabilize our global climate, and
spur the development of clean energy tech-
nology and jobs here in America.

This report summarizes the results and
findings of the Select Committee’s hearings
and investigations, highlights legislative ac-
complishments that flow from the informa-
tion it has developed and makes rec-
ommendations for steps moving forward. We
begin with a discussion of the key issue of
energy independence.

RECOGNIZING MS. KIMBERLY MOR-
ROW LEONG AS A RECIPIENT OF
THE PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS
AND SCIENCE TEACHING

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Kimberly Morrow
Leong of Gainesville, Virginia as a recipient of
the Presidential Award for Excellence in Math-
ematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST).
Administered by the National Science Founda-
tion in coordination with the White House Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, the
PAEMST program recognizes outstanding
teachers for their commitment to the teaching
and learning of mathematics and science. Ms.
Leong, along with only 102 other mathematics
and science teachers throughout the nation
will receive a $10,000 award from the National
Science Foundation.

Ms. Leong joined the Loudoun County Pub-
lic School system in 2009 as a mathematics
facilitator. Prior to that, Ms. Leong taught at
Marsteller Middle School in Prince William
County and All-Saints Catholic School. As a
mathematics facilitator, Ms. Leong works with
70 teachers on a daily basis while also sup-
porting approximately 250 teachers from 10
different middle schools who serve 9,800 stu-
dents throughout the county. Ms. Leong has
helped Loudoun County teachers meet the
Virginia Standards of Learning objectives by
introducing new tools and resources to im-
prove students’ mathematic and critical think-
ing skills.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing Ms. Kimberly Morrow Leong
as a recipient of the Presidential Award for Ex-
cellence in Mathematics and Science Teach-
ing for her dedication to the students of the
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Loudoun County Public School system and to
the teaching and learning of mathematics and
science.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on rollcall No. 652 H. Con. Res. 336,
Providing for the sine die adjournment of the
second session of the One Hundred Eleventh
Congress.

Had | been present, | would have voted
no.”

“
———

HONORING BARBARA HEISER
O’NEIL ON THE OCCASION OF
HER RETIREMENT

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Mrs. Bar-
bara Heiser O’'Neil, a resident of Hawthorne
Township, New Jersey, for her 35 years of de-
voted service to the citizens of New Jersey as
a Constituent Affairs Manager at Public Serv-
ice Electric and Gas.

Barbara O’Neil grew up in Paterson, New
Jersey and studied at Montclair State Univer-
sity and Yale. She held various roles as an
employee at Public Service Electric and Gas
(PSEG), eventually becoming a Constituent
Affairs Manager. Mrs. O’Neil is well known to
every Congressional District Office in New Jer-
sey. Congressional members and staff know
that when a constituent need arises, Mrs.
O’Neil will always help in a manner that is
both timely and caring.

Mrs. O’Neil has had a significant impact on
my constituents throughout her career at
PSEG, yet her contributions to the people of
New Jersey extend beyond her role as a Con-
stituent Affairs Manager. She is devoted to
giving back to her community as a volunteer,
currently serving as a member of the Board of
Bergen Community College and Gilda’s Club
of Northern New Jersey. She has also served
on the Board of the American Cancer Society.
Mrs. O’Neil's commitment to improving the
lives of her fellow New Jerseyans shines
through in all that she does.

Madam Speaker, today | would like to rec-
ognize Barbara Heiser O’Neil's dedication to
the State of New Jersey and congratulate her
on her outstanding career. | send her my best
wishes for a happy and healthy retirement.

————

HONORING THOSE WHO SERVED
ON THE USS FRANKLIN DURING
WORLD WAR II

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to pay homage to my fa-
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ther and the men and women who he served
with on the USS Franklin. The ship that
wouldn’t die, also known as “Big Ben,” is one
of the most decorated ships in naval history.
| often think of how my dad, then just 19 years
of age, 45 miles off the coast of Japan, dealt
with the series of events that unfolded on the
Essex-class carrier Franklin. Like so many of
his generation, he said little about the battle
and the loss of life that took place during the
crew’s effort to keep the Franklin afloat. Al
Amos, one of my dad’'s friends from Con-
necticut, was also a survivor and recently his
daughter sent me a book, “Inferno: The Epic
Life and Death Struggle of the USS Franklin in
World War II,” which chronicled the heroic ef-
forts on board the Franklin on March 19, 1945.
In memory of that event, | flew a flag over the
United States Capitol to honor Al, my dad, all
the surviving crew members, and those who
have since passed. History will forever record
these deeds and the valor displayed. As the
son of Raymond E. Larson, | wanted to pay
this small tribute in recognition of the heroic
efforts that defined the men and women who
have served our country and make us unique-
ly American. The following is a brief summary.

On March 19, 1945, the Essex-class battle
carrier, the USS Franklin, had maneuvered
less than 50 miles from the coast of Japan. It
was closer than any American ship had been
to Japan during the war. The crew had been
battle-tested since the summer of 1944 and
launched numerous attacks on the enemy in
the Pacific from Iwo Jima to the Bonin Islands.
It had survived multiple attacks by the enemy
from bombers, torpedo assaults, and kami-
kaze missions. A direct hit from a bomber on
October 3rd killed 3 sailors and wounded 22
and a suicide bomber struck the Franklin on
October 30th, killing 56 and wounding 60 on
board. Following a grueling tour of duty the
previous year, the Franklin had been repaired
and was stationed near the Japanese main-
land in 1945 where it was launching attacks
on the mainland island of Honshu and the
Kobe Harbor.

On March 19, a Japanese bomber dropped
from the clouds and struck the Franklin with
two armor-piercing bombs in a devastating hit
that penetrated the deck, destroyed the ship’s
communication system, and caused it to be-
come engulfed in flames. Just off the Japa-
nese coast, the Franklin was dead in the
water. There were countless stories of heroics
among the 704 survivors who saved the lives
of many more who would have otherwise per-
ished. Of the many heroes that day, the ship’s
chaplain, LCDR Joseph T. O’Callahan, led
rescue efforts through twisted metal, burning
debris, and suffocating smoke while admin-
istering last rites and comforting the wounded.

LT Donald Gray discovered 300 men
trapped in a mess compartment and led re-
peated efforts to evacuate them and rescue
them from certain peril. Both men received the
Medal of Honor for their bravery. In total, 724
sailors were killed in the attack and 265 were
wounded. Through the blistering assault from
the enemy, the USS Franklin was the most
heavily damaged ship to survive the war and
managed to make it back to port.

Many of the survivors went on to lead re-
markable lives. Spencer Le Van Kimball went
on to become a Rhodes Scholar and the
youngest Dean of the University of Utah Law
School at the age of 35. Alphonse Goodberlet
was a pilot who was wounded while serving
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on the USS Franklin and went on to have a
distinguished career in the Navy, rising to the
rank of Commander after 22 years of service.
Alvin Gallen, who served as a gunner on the
Franklin, was drafted to play baseball for the
Cleveland Indians and played in their farm
system before leaving the game to have a
long career in commercial building. These
brave young men from various walks of life
came together to patriotically serve their coun-
try and hundreds paid the ultimate sacrifice.
Sixty-five years later, the ordeal that these
sailors went through is a reminder that Amer-
ica has faced enormous challenges before
and has been able to overcome them. Al-
though it is hard to imagine a more difficult sit-
uation than the assault the USS Franklin
faced, that battered ship made it back to port
and the survivors went on to be part of the
greatest generation. We owe them a tremen-
dous debt of gratitude and will never forget the
sacrifice they made for this country.

RECOGNIZING THE GIVING CIRCLE
OF HERITAGE HUNT

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the Giving Circle
of Heritage Hunt in Gainesville, Virginia.

The Giving Circle was established by mem-
bers of the Heritage Hunt community to assist
local non-profit organizations with financial do-
nations. Members of the Giving Circle save
one dollar each day for this effort. At the end
of the year, the organization’s membership
considers applications from non-profits and
votes on the recipients of the annual dona-
tions.

It is my honor to enter into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the recipients of the Giving
Circle’s 2010 donations:

BEACON for Adult Literacy provides tutoring
to adults in English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL), the GED or high school
equivalency test, and basic reading, writing,
and math skills. BEACON also provides life-
skills workshops on topics such as health and
safety, nutrition, financial literacy, parenting
skills and community resources.

Brethren Housing Corporation is in its 22nd
year of providing sustainable, permanent af-
fordable housing and transitional housing to
low- and middle-income families in the Greater
Manassas and Prince William County area.

Court Appointed Special Advocates of
Greater Prince William County trains volun-
teers to protect abandoned, abused or ne-
glected children. The Advocates help the chil-
dren receive the assistance they need to over-
come their trauma and find a permanent
home. The organization currently serves 400
children with the help of more than 100 volun-
teers.

The Prince William Area Free Clinic is a
public-private partnership between Prince Wil-
liam and Sentara Potomac Hospital, the
Prince William Medical Society, and the Prince
William Health Department. It is staffed by vol-
unteer professionals and support staff to help
meet the needs of the low-income and unin-
sured population.

Project Mend-a-House uses the skills of vol-
unteer carpenters, plumbers, electricians,
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painters, gardeners, and others, matching
them with people in need of minor home re-
pairs and safety modifications.

Transitional Housing Barn provides housing,
supportive services, life management skills
and financial education for homeless women
and their dependent children.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in commending the Giving Circle of
Heritage Hunt for helping these worthy organi-
zations further their missions to assist our less
fortunate neighbors. | extend my personal ap-
preciation to the Giving Circle for promoting
the spirit of charity and generosity in our com-
munity.

———————

LORD NICHOLAS WINDSOR URGES
NEW ABOLITIONISM

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
| rise tonight as former and incoming Chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Human Rights
Committee to ask my distinguished colleagues
of the House to take a few moments to read
a brilliant, incisive, extraordinarily well written
defense of the child in the womb by Lord
Nicholas Windsor of the UK, great grandson of
King George V.

Calling the abortion of unborn children “the
single most grievous moral deficit in contem-
porary life,” he appeals to conscience and ad-
monishes us to the “greatest solidarity and
duty of care because they are the weakest
and most dependent of our fellow humans.”

Lord Nicholas notes that “permissive abor-
tion is a fact of life so deeply embedded and
thoroughly normalized in our culture that—and
this is the most insidious factor in that normal-
ization—it has been rendered invisible to poli-
tics in Europe. Even mentioning it has become
the first taboo of the culture.”

And how can that be?

Lord Nicholas faults “determined campaigns
of propaganda at the outset to harden con-
sciences, and gradually to enforce a con-
formism that fears to question what is said to
be a settled issue.”

Settled? Not here in the U.S.,, Madam
Speaker, and hopefully not for long in Europe
either.

On what he calls a “moral world turned up-
side down,” Lord Nicholas says, “the greatest
irony may be that a broad consensus exists,
in a highly rights-aware political establishment,
in favor of one of the gravest and most egre-
gious abuses of human rights that human so-
ciety has ever tolerated. Didn’t Europeans
think they could never and must never Kill
again on an industrial scale? What a cruel de-
ceit, then, that has led us to this mass killing
of children . . ..”

“This is the question of questions for Eu-
rope;” he writes, “the practice of abortion is a
mortal wound in Europe’s heart.”

And he goes on to persuasively advocate
for a new “abolitionism” for Europe akin to the
movement to abolish slavery. But the notes
are ever mindful of the need to meet the
needs of women: “The task for us is not mere-
ly to abolish. We must also creatively envis-
age new and compelling answers to the prob-
lems that give rise to this practice . . ..”
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A brilliant essay. A must read for those who
treasure and promote human rights. And
equally applicable to us—in the United
States—which mourns, or will mourn some-
day, killing over 53 million children by abortion
since 1973.

LORD NICHOLAS WINDSOR WARNS EUROPEANS
NoT TO FORGET THEIR MOST PRESSING
MORAL ISSUE: ABORTION

[From First Things, Dec. 1, 2010]
(By Lord Nicholas Windsor)

At the close of the last century, as the
reckoning was drawn up in Europe for the
actions and reactions of the twentieth cen-
tury, could we not have been forgiven for
tending a little toward the view that we had,
after everything, acquitted ourselves rather
well? Hadn’t we a long list of accomplish-
ments to admire in the years after 1945? We
had expunged Fascism, at immeasurable
human cost, and we had made profound rep-
aration for its effects. We had washed our
hands of colonialism and vastly improved
the material lot of the poor in our own coun-
tries. We had built robust democracies and
welfare states and novel institutions in Eu-
rope to defuse nationalisms and guarantee
peace among former belligerents. We had ad-
vanced the rights of women—indeed, the
whole spectrum of rights. We had won the
Cold War.

Much more could be added, I think. Poised
just then before the new millennium, seeing
what vast work had been done in our soci-
eties, mightn’t it have seemed quite possible
that the greatest moral cancers in our civili-
zation had been at least contained and pos-
sibly eradicated? Hadn’t history, at least
this moral cycle of history, really reached an
end?

In the decade since the turn of the millen-
nium, the cultural mood has been less happy,
for a variety of reasons. Even at its most
confident, however, the West generally rec-
ognized that some work remained to be done.
So, for example, the position of the poorest
in the world, it is held, will gradually and
continually improve if enough effort is
made, not least by the developed world. For
the mitigation of global warming and cli-
mate change, political determination will
suffice to alter the carbon-hungry lifestyles
that cause the problem.

The point here is that moderate political
activity is believed to be the sort of thing re-
quired to address these problems, and there
is a reasonable degree of optimism that such
political activity will be usefully brought to
bear, without the need to resort to force.

A remaining category of problems still to
be dealt with could be bundled together as
‘““Rogue Regimes, the Taliban, and al-
Qaeda.” This category rightly causes public
alarm and engenders calls for robust and,
where necessary, lethal response. But these
are not threats that appear existential and
have not as yet provoked a real sense of pub-
lic crisis. Neither have they brought about
mass political action in the West. They are
still, I believe, seen as problems that will ul-
timately be solved, or at least kept at bay,
without huge social upheaval on our home
soil and certainly with nothing like the war-
fare resorted to by previous generations.

Is it still possible then that we can point to
anything of any real significance that had
been overlooked, anything dangerous smug-
gled into this new phase of history that has
caught us unawares? I would say that this is
indeed the case, and I would like to focus es-
pecially on a matter and a practice that con-
stitutes the single most grievous moral def-
icit in contemporary life: the abortion of our
unborn children.

This is a historically unprecedented cas-
cade of destruction wrought on individuals:
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on sons, daughters, sisters, brothers, future
spouses and friends, mothers and fathers—
destroyed in the form of those to whom we
owe, quite simply and certainly, the greatest
solidarity and duty of care because they are
the weakest and most dependent of our fel-
low humans. All else that we concern our-
selves with in the lives of human beings de-
rives from the inescapable fact that first we
must have human lives with which to con-
cern ourselves. By disregarding this self-evi-
dent fact of the debt owed immediately to
the unborn—which is to be allowed to be
born (and let us not forget that all of us
might have suffered just the same fate before
our birth)—humanity’s deepest instincts are
trampled and shattered.

This was only an implausible glimmer in
the eyes of the most radically progressive
thinkers and activists a century ago. Today
legal, permissive abortion is a fact of life so
deeply embedded and thoroughly normalized
in our culture that—and this is the most in-
sidious factor in that normalization—it has
been rendered invisible to politics in Europe.
Even mentioning it has become the first
taboo of the culture.

There are consciences in Europe, it must
be stressed, that glow white-hot for justice
and strive continuously for this darkest fact
of our public life to appear in public debate
as clearly as it does across the Atlantic in
the United States. For most of our contem-
poraries, however, this is a matter that im-
pinges little. The effectiveness of determined
campaigns of propaganda at the outset to
harden consciences, and gradually to enforce
a conformism that fears to question what is
said to be a settled issue, has worked won-
derfully well.

And this enforcement of a new status quo
succeeds so well due, surely, to benefits en-
joyed as a result—Dbenefits of an order that
make acceptable even the Kkilling of inno-
cents, by their protectors, on a scale that
freezes the imagination. How much then
must depend on its remaining so, remaining
beyond question? This is the nub of that ide-
ological word choice. So much else can be
chosen in a given life if the option to dispose
of unwanted children is dependably avail-
able. So many intoxicating freedoms are
newly established, if only abortion is never
again denied to women and to men.

But what of the cost? As with the cost of
previous great willful destructions of human
life, of whole classes of human life, the fact
that it must and will be borne is a certainty,
whatever the nature and scale of it. Of
course, in the first order of consequences,
the price paid by the victims is not obscure:
We must never forget that the heaviest price
is paid by those whose lives are not to be
lived.

In the second order of consequences, how-
ever, we must look closely at the hidden bur-
den faced by those, especially mothers, who
participate in these acts and the losses af-
fecting present and future society. How will
a society regard itself, or value its own dis-
tinctive culture, when it has placed this fear-
ful act at its center—consciously approving,
even celebrating, its own most egregious
moral failing? Will it have the confidence
simply to regenerate itself? To survive by
producing the next generation of children in
sufficient numbers?

I would like to emphasize that we must
never mistake the secondary effects of this
moral enormity for the primary, as this
would surely be to instrumentalize the vic-
tims and fail again in our duty of respect to-
ward them. It would be an absurdity such as
if the real tragedy of the Shoah were felt
first of all to lie in the social consequences.
No, what we must first lament is the mass
destruction of human beings who had first
been deemed worthless. The fact in itself is
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what we must keep before our eyes, before
and apart from our regard to anything that
may derive from it.

We live in what is truly a moral world
turned upside down, and the greatest irony
may be that a broad consensus exists, in a
highly rights-aware political establishment,
in favor of one of the gravest and most egre-
gious abuses of human rights that human so-
ciety has ever tolerated. Didn’t Europeans
think they could never and must never kill
again on an industrial scale? What a cruel
deceit, then, that has led us to this mass
killing of children, for a theoretical greater
good, which in this case is simply the wish
not to be bound by a pregnancy unless it is
fully and freely chosen and which, outside of
that parameter, is declared, by fiat, to be
null and void.

The sophistry is overwhelming: If I choose
and desire my child, then ipso facto I have
granted it the right to live, and it will live.
But the inverse is equally the case, by means
of nothing more or less than my choice:
Caesar’s thumb is up, or Caesar’s thumb is
down. And when it comes to exporting this
idea, we do it with zeal and determination
through such institutions as the United Na-
tions and the European Union.

The granting to ourselves of the right wan-
tonly to kill, each year, millions of our off-
spring at the beginning of their lives: This is
the question of questions for Europe. The
practice of abortion is a mortal wound in Eu-
rope’s heart, in the center of Hellenic and
Judeo-Christian culture.

Having so recklessly carried this poison
out of the twentieth—the ugliest of all cen-
turies—let us, for the sake of all that has
been good and beautiful and true about the
culture of the West, be clear that there is an
urgent moral priority here. Call it a ‘“‘New
Abolitionism for Europe’—the word aboli-
tionism emphasizing the continuity between
the challenge faced now with the
generational campaigns waged so clear-
sightedly in late-nineteenth-century Amer-
ica to rid itself of the injustice of slavery.
The abolitionists, I believe, exemplify the
courage and imagination required, even if
they do not provide perfect templates for
what we face now.

This is a task that calls for a broader ap-
proach to the safeguarding of life, as taught
to us by those earlier struggles to apportion
value where it previously had not been
deemed to exist. We must re-enliven the val-
uing of life, and this cannot restrict itself to
the question of abortion, despite its moral
centrality. It must have regard to every
threat to the integrity of human beings, at
all stages of their being and in all cir-
cumstances.

The task for us is not merely to abolish.
We must also creatively envisage new and
compelling answers to the problems that
give rise to this practice, when the easiest
solutions may be destructive or distorting
ones. And the goal is that human life, with-
out any exception, may be as treasured and
respected as the highest moral thought has
perennially called for it to be, and as our
consciences surely sound the echo.

Author affiliation:

Lord Nicholas Windsor studied theology at
Oxford University and is patron of the Right
to Life Charitable Trust and the Catholic
National Library. Great-grandson of King
George V of the United Kingdom, Windsor is
the first blood member of the British royal
family to be received into the Catholic
Church since King Charles II on his deathbed
in 1685.
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER MICHAEL “RAY” CAIN’S
DISTINGUISHED CAREER

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Lieutenant Commander Michael
“Ray” Cain, U.S. Coast Guard. Lieutenant
Commander Cain retired in September 2010
after 27 years of faithful and diligent service to
the U.S. Coast Guard and his Nation.

Lieutenant Commander Cain enlisted in the
U.S. Coast Guard in September 1983 and
quickly rose through the ranks to Senior Chief
Petty Officer. He then earned a commission
as a Chief Warrant Officer in 1999 prior to
being selected for promotion to Lieutenant and
subsequently Lieutenant Commander in 2009.
LCDR Cain has diligently served the Coast
Guard both afloat and ashore as a subject
matter expert in electrical systems and marine
inspections.

Lieutenant Commander Cain completed a
seven-year tour in Astoria, Oregon, as the
sole senior marine inspector responsible for
ensuring the safety of more than 75 pas-
senger vessels that carry thousands of pas-
sengers each year into the oftentimes haz-
ardous waters off the Oregon and Washington
coasts.

Former Oregon Governor Tom McCall once
said, “Heroes are not giant statues framed
against a red sky. They are people who say,
‘This is my community, and it is my responsi-
bility to make it better” Lieutenant Com-
mander Michael “Ray” Cain truly is an Amer-
ican hero, for he has devoted much of his life
to making his country and community better.

It is an honor for me to recognize Lieutenant
Commander Cain for his service and for pro-
viding a heroic example to us all.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SIKH
FOUNDATION OF VIRGINIA’S 2010
ANNUAL CULTURAL PROGRAM

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the Sikh Founda-
tion of Virginia’'s 2010 Annual Cultural Pro-
gram.

The Sikh Foundation of Virginia (SFV) was
established in 1987 to serve the religious and
spiritual needs of the Northern Virginia Sikh
community. The SFV promotes religious, edu-
cational, social and cultural aspects of Sikhism
and collaborates with other religious organiza-
tions to host inter-faith events. The SFV is a
welcome participant in an ethnically diverse
Northern Virginia community.

The Annual Cultural Program brings the vi-
brant heritage of Sikhism and the Indian state
of Punjab to Sikh American youth in Northern
Virginia through songs, dances, poems, and
literature readings. The event encourages Sikh
Americans, especially children, teens and
young adults, to preserve the culture and tra-
ditions of their Sikh ancestors as they grow to
be contributing members of American society.
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Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in celebrating the Sikh Foundation of
Virginia’s 2010 Annual Cultural Program. |
would like to extend my personal appreciation
to the SFV for its unique contribution to the
ethnic fabric of the Northern Virginia commu-
nity.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR.
HYLAN BENTON LYON, JR.

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of a dedicated vet-
eran and scientist, Dr. Hylan Benton Lyon, Jr.,
of Heath, Texas, who died at the age of 74 on
July 20, 2010.

Born July 20, 1936 in New London, Con-
necticut, Dr. Lyon was the son of World War
Il Veteran Rear Admiral Hylan Benton Lyon,
Sr. and Wilma Lyon. In 1958, Hylan graduated
from the United States Naval Academy and
proudly served his Nation as a naval recon-
naissance pilot during the Vietham War from
1958 to 1969. In addition during his naval ca-
reer, he attended the University of California,
Berkley where he earned a PhD in physical
chemistry.

Dr. Lyon enjoyed a very successful career,
serving under President Richard M. Nixon and
President Gerald Ford on the President’s
Science Advisor staff, which included working
on the Advanced Aircraft Instrumentation pro-
gram of the U.S. Office of Naval Research. In
addition, he worked as a Science Policy Ana-
lyst with the State Department. He was a sen-
ior consultant to the White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy on Inter-
national Science and Technology under Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter.

As a civilian, Dr. Lyon was a deputy director
of the Science, Technology and Industry Di-
rectorate in the Organization of Economic Co-
operation and Development in Paris, France
and then spent ten years with Texas Instru-
ments. While at Texas Instruments, Dr. Lyon
used his vast experience in risk management
and water resources serving as a member for
President Carter's National Agenda for the
Eighties Commission and as a chairman of the
National Defense University Distinguished Fel-
lows with oversight of the Mobilization of Con-
cepts Development Center. Following his time
at Texas Instruments, Dr. Lyon was the chief
technology officer for Marlow Industries for fif-
teen years and then worked for Dumas Capitol
Partners LLC.

Dr. Lyon was the president and COO of
Polytronix Inc. and was the co-founder of the
Texas Institute of Science. He was a member
of the Organization of Economic and Co-Oper-
ation of Development. In addition he was a
member of the Cosmos Club in Washington,
DC, Park City Rotary, Rockwall Republican
Men’s Club and the Rockwall Power Team.
He was an avid biker and fisher and had a
love for sailing. He also was active in commu-
nity service.

Hylan is survived by his wife, Sandra Starr
Lyon, son Matthew Lyon and wife Jasmine
Andrew Lyon, son Jonathan Lyon, son Chris-
topher Starr and wife Rebecca, and son Ken-
neth Starr and wife Jennifer, daughter Karen
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Rogers, several grandchildren, his sister Shar-
on Gugat and her husband Kevin, and several
nieces, nephews, and cousins. He is also
missed by those in the community and his
classmates from the Naval Academy.

Madam Speaker, | am privileged to have
known such a wonderful citizen of Heath,
Texas, who leaves a legacy in public service
and in science that will be long remembered.

———

IN APPRECIATION OF MARY
COLLEEN McCARTY

HON. ALAN B. MOLLOHAN

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Madam Speaker, on Janu-
ary 2, 1974, a gallon of gas cost about 53
cents, the Dow Jones Industrial Average
closed at 855, and the top-selling 45 on Bill-
board’s chart was Jim Croce’s “Time in a Bot-
tle.” That was also the day a recent college
graduate, Mary Colleen McCarty, began her
professional career, reporting to work in the
personal office of Representative Robert H.
Mollohan of West Virginia’s first congressional
district.

On January 2, 2011, Colleen will bring that
remarkable career to a close, retiring from my
office as Chief of Staff. For the 37 years be-
tween those two January days—9 years spent
working for my father and 28 in my office—
Colleen built a record of service and accom-
plishment that few congressional staffers can
match.

All of us understand how important staff is
to our work. It's been one of my privileges to
work with many terrific staffers throughout my
28 years in Congress, men and women who
have contributed to the first district in a wide
variety of ways and whom | am proud to call
friends today. But Colleen has always been
the one constant. Few staffers survive, let
alone thrive, for 37 years in what can be a
stressful and demanding work environment.
But what's behind that longevity? In Colleen’s
case, several things.

First is a real commitment to public service.
Colleen never lost sight of our purpose here.
She came to work every day determined to
help the residents of the first district. She
began her career as a caseworker, helping
somebody get the VA benefits he’d earned or
qualify for black lung benefits after a career in
the mines, or maybe making sure someone
else was getting the right social security check
or helping an American stranded overseas
with a visa problem. There’s nothing abstract
about that work; you see the results imme-
diately and tangibly, and that was a lesson
that Colleen applied to all of her work in my
office—what we do up here matters to people
and for that reason alone all of us need to do
our best.

Another thing that Colleen brought to work
every day was her honesty and the courage of
that honesty. | learned early on not to ask Col-
leen’s advice unless | were willing to hear
something completely opposite of what | be-
lieved or hoped to hear. Colleen never hesi-
tated to speak her mind to me, and, fortu-
nately, she didn’t always wait to be asked. |
have always understood how important that
quality is.

Honesty is only one measure of Colleen’s
personal integrity. She also has strength and
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compassion in equal measures. That is true in
her personal life as well as her professional
one. | know, for example, how deeply her par-
ents came to rely on Colleen as they nego-
tiated the not uncommon challenges of aging.
They knew, as | do, that you can always rely
on Colleen.

A Congressman’s Chief of Staff generally
has two major responsibilities. The first is to
serve as principal adviser. | just touched on
how important Colleen’s counsel has been.
The other role, of course, is building and man-
aging a good staff, something at which Col-
leen has always excelled. She cares about
people, supports them, and helps them grow,
both professionally and personally.

The culture of my office has always been a
positive one, and that is thanks in large part
to Colleen’s leadership. | speak for myself as
well as scores of staffers over the years in
thanking Colleen for a thousand kindnesses,
large and small, visible and hidden. In a very
real way, Colleen retires with two bodies of
work. The first is her sizable contributions to
the congressional work of my father and me.
And the second is the large network of staffers
who have benefited from her support and
mentoring over the years. In both bodies of
work, Colleen enters retirement knowing that
she made a difference in people’s lives, that
she left things better than she found them.
And what more satisfaction could one ask of
any career?

| always dreaded the prospect of having to
replace Colleen. She actually tried to retire
once or twice but always made the mistake of
asking me rather than telling me. My response
never varied—"“No, Colleen, | just don’t think
it's the right time.” And it never was the right
time, for me anyway. | simply relied on her too
much.

Well, Madam Speaker, now it is, finally, the
right time. As | prepare to leave office, | take
with me many wonderful things. But few mean
as much to me as the support and the friend-
ship of Mary Colleen McCarty. My wife, Bar-
bara, and | offer Colleen our warmest wishes
for a wonderful retirement.

————

TO CELEBRATE THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THOMAS JEFFER-
SON HIGH SCHOOL OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science and Technology,
TJHSST, on the occasion of its 25th Anniver-
sary. Established in 1985, Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology is
the result of collaboration among the local and
State leaders, Fairfax County Public Schools
and the business community to improve edu-
cation in science, mathematics, and tech-
nology.

Located in the heart of the 11th Congres-
sional District of Virginia, TIHSST is the pre-
mier high school in the United States, and its
success continues to make Fairfax County
one of the most sought out communities in
which to live and do business. It is one of 18
Governor's Schools in the Commonwealth of
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Virginia and is a founding member of the Na-
tional Consortium of Specialized Secondary
Schools of Mathematics, Science, and Tech-
nology.

In 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010, TJHSST
was ranked the best public school in the Na-
tion by U.S. News & World Report and has
fielded more National Merit Semifinalists than
any other high school for most the 1990s and
2000s. Between 2000 and 2005, more
TJHSST students qualified for the United
States of America Mathematical Olympiad
than from any other high school and the
school has a distinguished history of U.S.
Physics Olympiad Team participation and
medal winners. In 2007, 2009, and 2010,
TJHSST held the record for the highest num-
ber of Intel Science Talent Search
Semifinalists. Seven Rhodes Scholars have
graduated from TJHSST, more than the num-
ber of Rhodes Scholars at most colleges in
the entire country.

Each year, more than 25 percent of the
graduating class accepts admission to the Uni-
versity of Virginia. Other prominent colleges
popular among the graduates include the Col-
lege of William and Mary, Duke University,
and Princeton University. A number of grad-
uates also have accepted appointments to
West Point or the U.S. Naval Academy, be-
coming officers in our Armed Forces.

The incredible success of TJHSST would
not be possible without the commitment of an
exceptional educational staff, the dedication of
parents and families, and the determination
and drive of the students. All work together to
support the efforts of every student and help
ensure that each will succeed in college and
during their professional lives.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology on
its 25th Anniversary and in commending the
community and the school for providing the
very best education possible for our next great
generation.

————

COMMEMORATING THE 96TH NA-
TIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
CHURCH OF GOD BY FAITH

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to commemorate the
96th National Convention of The Church of
God By Faith. The Church Of God By Faith
was founded in 1914 for the expressed pur-
pose of glorifying God in the beauty of “Holi-
ness”. The Founders, Crawford Bright, Elder
John Bright, Aaron Matthews, Sr., and Na-
thaniel Scipplo had a desire to seek the qual-
ity of life and character which is set before
Christians as an ideal guide and moral obliga-
tion. This bonding or coming together and
consequent formation of the Church of God By
Faith was to serve as a basis whereby believ-
ers could be encouraged, educated in the
Word of God, strengthened, sustained, spir-
itually grow, and be united in an environment
where the Spirit of Christ is truly active. The
Church was materialized from the perceptional
thought of foresighted, spiritually led and
blessed individuals.
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This enlightened tradition and founding prin-
ciple is emboldened by its current spiritual
leader, Bishop James E. McKnight, a man of
great vision and purpose, whose leadership
has spanned generations well into the present
millennium and well poised for the future. We
are indeed indebted to Bishop McKnight, all
the Presiding Elders, Pastors, Officers and
Members who, by faith and by practice, ad-
here to the founders’ dreams and goals by
maintaining the vibrancy and relevance of the
Church of God By Faith for all its parishioners
and the communities they serve.

Congratulations on the observance of this
Ninety-Sixth National Convention on Decem-
ber 16-19, 2010, in Atlanta, Georgia.

COMMENDING DAVID L. CAVICKE

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
my Chief of Staff on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, David L. Cavicke, will be
leaving the Committee in January after nearly
16 years of service on the Committee. Staff
work quietly out of the spotlight, and | want to
take this occasion to commend David for the
many issues on which he provided counsel to
the Members of the Committee and for his
leadership of the Committee staff as Chief of
Staff.

David joined the Committee staff in 1995,
early in the tenure of Chairman Tom Bliley
and Speaker Newt Gingrich. He came to
Washington in his ‘84 Chevy Caprice with six
suits and a 486 computer, knowing no one
and hoping to contribute to the public policy
changes following the historic 1994 election.
Tom Bliley hired David as the Committee fi-
nance counsel based on a keen intellect, a
creative gift for policy ideas that manifested
itself in some of the most important changes
made to financial regulation in the 1990s, a
sense of due process and willingness to listen
to all sides of an issue, as well as a very good
sense of humor.

David helped Tom Bliley and Newt Gingrich
develop and pass milestone legislation that in-
cluded the Private Securities Litigation Reform
Act, the only public law to be enacted over
President Clinton’s veto.

He worked with Jack Fields and ED MARKEY
to pass The National Securities Markets Im-
provement Act of 1996, which preempted state
regulatory authority over national securities of-
ferings; required consideration of efficiency,
competition and capital formation in addition to
investor protection as elements of SEC
rulemakings; and also included the Bliley SEC
Fee reduction agreement, which saved one
billion dollars worth of fees over 10 years.

David was also the lead staffer on the Com-
mittee’s efforts to pass the Gramm-Leach-Bli-
ley Act that removed the Depression era’s bar-
riers between banking, investment and insur-
ance. He worked closely with Republican
Committee members and Democratic Com-
mittee members like JOHN DINGELL and ED
MARKEY to see that investors’ interests would
be protected and that the sovereign credit of
the United States would not be extended to
guarantee underwriting activities by banks.
Had the Congress accepted the Committee’s
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work product rather than watering down these
protections in Conference, we might have
avoided some of the financial problems we ex-
perienced at the end of 2008. Other products
of his work for the Committee were the Securi-
ties Litigation Reform Uniform Standards legis-
lation, which first asserted federal jurisdiction
over class action lawsuits in securities mat-
ters, as well as E-SIGN, which made digital
signatures enforceable in electronic com-
merce, facilitating legal certainty for internet
commerce.

In Billy Tauzin’s chairmanship, David
worked on investigations into financial fraud at
Enron and Arthur Andersen. His expertise in
financial markets and training as a Wall Street
lawyer proved vital to the work we did to ex-
pose wrongdoing at those firms. This expertise
made him the natural choice to depose the
key executives at those firms. He subse-
quently worked on accounting standards, anti-
spam legislation, anti-spyware initiatives and
legislation to protect consumers’ personal
data, as well as leading staff investigations
into accounting fraud at Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac.

When | became Chairman, | promoted
David twice, first to be Committee General
Counsel where he was a tireless advocate for
the Committee’s jurisdiction on behalf of Mem-
bers of both parties. David made the argu-
ments that finally caused the parliamentarians
to recognize the Committee on Energy and
Commerce’s exclusive jurisdiction over tele-
communications issues as a result of the pas-
sage of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

| then promoted David to be Committee
Chief of Staff in 2007. He was the first person
on the Republican side to have been pro-
moted to Chief of Staff directly from the staff
since the beginning of the Gingrich era.

In his role as chief staff strategist for the
loyal opposition on the Committee to the
Obama Administration, David’s command of
details and marshalling of resources made
possible a legendary 17-day stand by a hand-
ful of Republican Members (me, Nathan Deal,
JOHN SHADEGG and the rest of the gang of 23)
against passage of the wide-ranging health re-
form law. Similarly, his careful planning helped
the emboldened Republican minority resist the
Administration’s global warming bill until it was
shelved. He has been a vigorous advocate for
transparency—be it in government, or health
care pricing.

Since becoming Chief of Staff, David has
become the second best Texas Hold ’em play-
er on the Committee. He beat Howard
Lederer, a world champion poker player, in
heads up play in a charity tournament this
year. As Chief of Staff, he always defended
the prerogatives of the Committee and its
Members, for which we are very grateful. My
colleagues and | on the Committee will cer-
tainly miss his good counsel, his great admira-
tion for the institutional importance of the
Committee, and his good cheer.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on rollcall No. 653, H.J. Res. 1776,
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Providing for consideration of the joint resolu-
tion (H.J. Res. 105) making further continuing
appropriations for fiscal year 2011, and for
other purposes, had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

——————

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN BART
GORDON

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor House Science and Tech-
nology Chairman BART GORDON.

Chairman GORDON understands that Amer-
ica is in a race—a race against other nations
to invent the most advanced technologies in
the world. And the stakes of this competition
could not be higher. Only with the most ad-
vanced technological innovation can this Na-
tion achieve economic growth, energy inde-
pendence, and strengthen our national secu-
rity.

For two decades, Chairman GORDON has
risen to the challenge of catalyzing American
ingenuity by spearheading leading science
and technology policies. He requested a com-
plete report on America’s global competitive-
ness, Rising Above the Gathering Storm, and
has steadfastly charged up this mountain of
challenges. Chairman GORDON authored two
landmark bills to enhance our competitive-
ness, the America COMPETES Act, which be-
came law in 2007, and its reauthorization,
which will be signed into law in these last days
of 2010. Through these bills, the Chairman is
dramatically improving STEM education,
strengthening research and development, and
restoring America’s scientific edge. The Chair-
man has also lead initiatives to reuse elec-
tronic waste and to harness Nanotechnology,
which could transform everything from cancer
treatment to computers. In an increasingly par-
tisan atmosphere, Chairman GORDON has kept
alive the bi-partisan spirit of the Science com-
mittee.

| thank Chairman GORDON for his profound
service to our Nation, and | urge Congress to
carry on his legacy of boldly investing in
America’s future—science and technology.

———

THANK YOU TO THE PEOPLE OF
THE 11TH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, over the
last 26 years it has been an enormous honor
and privilege to represent the people of the
11th congressional district of Pennsylvania as
a member of this body, and | rise today to ex-
press my eternal appreciation to the people
who gave me the extraordinary opportunity to
serve them.

The youngest son of a lawyer and home-
maker who was also a teacher, | was blessed
to grow up in a loving, supportive family who
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encouraged me to pursue even the most am-
bitious goals. Of all the values my parents im-
parted to their children, none was more impor-
tant than education. My father, A. Peter Kan-
jorski, Jr., graduated from the Wharton School
class of 1919 before completing law school at
the University of Pennsylvania in 1922, while
my mother Wanda Nedbalski Kanjorski grad-
uated from Wyoming Seminary before obtain-
ing her degree from Bloomsburg College. All
four of my siblings also completed college;
Wendy from Marywood College, Aloise from
the Connecticut College for Women, A. Peter
Ill from the Wharton School as well as the
University of Pennsylvania law school, and
Charie from the University of Florida. This tra-
dition has continued to my parents’ grand-
children, as all 13 have earned their college
degrees and some have pursued graduate de-
grees. My daughter, Nancy, for example, has
earned her doctorate in geophysics.

In light of the importance my parents placed
on education, therefore, it was extremely dis-
tressing for them to realize that at the age of
10 | was still having great difficulty learning
how to read, because of what | now realize
was most probably an undiagnosed case of
dyslexia. My mother and older sisters, most
especially my sister Allie, became my personal
tutors. Under their guidance, | became a vora-
cious reader and eagerly consumed historical
biographies. From reading about Arthur
Vanderberg and Daniel Webster, | learned
about congressional pages and convinced
Congressman Ed Bonin, the representative for
the 11th district of Pennsylvania, to appoint
me in 1953. | met my lifelong best friend Bill
Emerson when we started as pages together,
and we were unfortunate witnesses to the first
terrorist attack on the U.S. Capitol when Puer-
to Rican nationalists opened fire on the floor
of the House on March 1, 1954.

Bill returned to Congress in 1981 as a Re-
publican representative from Missouri, and |
followed him 4 years later as a Democratic
representative from Pennsylvania. Our political
views were starkly different, but we respected
one another’s views and disagreed agreeably.

Those of us lucky enough to be citizens of
the United States are privileged to be experi-
encing the noblest experiment the world has
ever known: democratic self-governance. As
representatives of the people, we in Congress
must be the guardians of that experiment, and
in the words of Abraham Lincoln, ensure that
it does not perish from this earth. Our constitu-
ents have entrusted us to do our very best to
make the United States a better place, the
reason every one of us sought to serve in
Congress. It is a sacred trust, and one | hope
that no Member of Congress ever forgets.

The people of the 11th congressional district
of Pennsylvania gave me a gift for which | will
be forever grateful, and to them | would like to
say thank you.

DAVID CAVICKE

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, my friend,
David Cavicke, Chief of Staff for the Repub-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

licans on the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, is leaving the Committee in January
after nearly 16 years of service. | and other
Members of the Committee have benefited
from David’s sound counsel, tireless advo-
cacy, policy entrepreneurship and relentless
optimism. Like Ronald Reagan, Cavicke be-
lieves that you can accomplish anything if you
don’t worry about who gets the credit.

David was invaluable to the Committee dur-
ing our investigations of financial fraud at
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. He was early to
identify that fraudulent accounting masked bal-
ance sheets with such volumes of toxic assets
that the firms were likely to be insolvent. As a
result of this work, David led the development
of ideas to improve accounting and auditing
standards in the Committee.

David also worked extensively on privacy
and telecommunications issues during my ten-
ure as Chairman of the Commerce, Trade,
and Consumer Protection subcommittee and
my term as Ranking Member on the Tele-
communications subcommittee. He is a prin-
cipled conservative. He also believes that
facts and data should drive policy. He has
worked with Democrats and Republicans at
the FCC to promote the growth of broadband,
more extensive deployment of spectrum and
greater efficiencies in the universal service
program. He has been an advocate for pro-
tecting consumers’ privacy in the online world.
He has been sensitive to the enormous tech-
nical difficulties of using statutes to micro-
manage internet commerce.

He is a gentlemen, a wise lawyer, an expert
in the formal and informal procedures of Con-
gress and scrupulously fair to persons of both
parties. He has been a Chief of Staff in the
best tradition of the Energy and Commerce
Committee.

———
TAX RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT IN-

SURANCE REAUTHORIZATION,
AND JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 16, 2010

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
the funding and expenditure authority of the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for the airport improvement
program, and for other purposes:

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Chair, it is with
a great deal of regret that | will vote against
H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief, Unemployment In-
surance Reauthorization, and Job Creation
Act.

Reaching this decision has not been easy
because President Obama fought for and suc-
ceeded in getting several provisions into this
bill which | wholeheartedly support.

Among those provisions is the extension of
unemployment insurance for millions of Amer-
ican families who through no fault of their own
have lost their jobs, the child tax credit, the
middle class tax cuts, the earned income tax
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credit and tax breaks for small
These were major Vvictories for
Obama.

My concern is that the provisions in the bill
demanded by Republicans come at too high a
price and impact the future well being of our
country and our children. Based on the calls |
have received, the majority of my constituents
agree.

According to economists the demands by
Republicans to give the 6,600 wealthiest
Americans a tax break of $23 billion will do
nothing to stimulate our economy or create
one job.

What this one provision alone will do, how-
ever, is increase our out of control deficit by
another 8 percent. This is irresponsible and
will make it even more difficult for our country
to stop mortgaging our future to China; a mort-
gage which will ultimately fall on the backs of
our children and our grandchildren in the
years to come.

| also have a deep concern about this bill's
impact on Social Security. My fear has to do
with the 2 percent reduction in employee con-
tributions to Social Security which has the po-
tential to destroy the guaranteed safety net
which keeps millions of older and disabled
Americans out of poverty.

While this provision is intended to be tem-
porary, | have learned in my 18 years in
Washington that tax cuts are seldom tem-
porary. It is always easier to cut taxes than it
is to restore them as this very bill dem-
onstrates.

The Social Security payroll tax provides an
independent revenue stream which keeps So-
cial Security from contributing to our nation’s
budget deficit and outside of the budget proc-
ess.

If the payroll tax is not restored, which | be-
lieve is likely with a Republican majority in the
House, Social Security would become depend-
ent on the general fund for revenue.

This would threaten the safety net for sen-
iors and the disabled by making it vulnerable
to budget cuts and competition with other es-
sential programs like veterans benefits and
safety net programs for children.

By doing this, we could be sowing the
seeds for the privatization of Social Security.

Therefore, while this bill does provide short
term relief, the potential long term suffering
and negative impact of this bill are too high a
price to pay.

| cannot in good conscience support this bill
with the potential long term negative impact on
Social Security and the unnecessary in-
creased burden the tax cuts for the wealthiest
Americans will put on the shoulders of our
children and grandchildren.

| am saddened that my Republican col-
leagues demanded these irresponsible tax
cuts for the wealthiest Americans in exchange
for the very critical provisions of this bill sup-
ported by the President. While | am heartened
that we are acting to extend unemployment in-
surance and protect those still struggling to
find work, there is too much in this bill that
only adds to our already uncontrollable deficit
and does nothing to help our economy or cre-
ate jobs.

business.
President
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RECOGNIZING PRINCE WILLIAM
COUNTY BEING NAMED ONE OF
THE NATION’S ‘100 BEST COMMU-
NITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE”

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Prince William
County, Virginia on being named one of the
nation’s “100 Best Communities for Young
People” by America’s Promise Alliance and
ING.

The annual “100 Best Communities for
Young People” competition began in 2005 and
was established to honor communities that
work to improve young people’s chances of
earning a high school diploma, finding employ-
ment in a competitive 21st century workforce,
and contributing to a robust American econ-
omy. America’s Promise Alliance advocates
for providing youth with the resources they re-
quire to graduate from high school prepared
for college, work and life. The global financial
institution, ING, sponsors the awards.

This is the first year the “100 Best” list in-
cludes Prince William County. The county re-
ceived the distinction for its efforts to offer stu-
dents leadership opportunities and reach out
to at-risk youth. Students in Prince William
County who participate in the student com-
mittee, Learning Essential Assets of Develop-
ment (LEAD), organize service projects to gain
experience in practical planning, communica-
tion and decision-making. The county also
partnered with private businesses to fund the
construction and staffing of a community cen-
ter and daycare facility in an at-risk neighbor-
hood. Prince William County boasts an on
time graduation rate of 88 percent, almost 20
percent higher than the national average.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating Prince William Coun-
ty on being recognized as one of the nation’s
“100 Best Communities for Young People.”
This is a well-deserved recognition for a coun-
ty dedicated to providing a high quality of life
for its residents and a world class education
for its children.

RECOGNIZING
TIONS OF
HILLMAN

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Harriet Jan Hillman.
After 23 years, Jan, as she is known by
friends and coworkers, is retiring from her post
as Executive Director of Planning and Assess-
ment for Student Affairs at the University of
North Texas in Denton, Texas.

In addition to her current position, since be-
ginning her career at UNT in 1987 Ms. Hillman
has served the Denton campus as Panhellenic
Advisor, Director of Student Activities and As-
sistant Dean of Students. She has been an
advocate for the Greek system and has con-
tinued to serve this student population over
the last ten years even when outside of her
assigned job responsibilities.

THE CONTRIBU-
HARRIET JAN
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Ms. Hillman received her B.A. in Pre-Social
Work at what was then known as Northeast
Louisiana University. She then continued her
education by earning both her M.Ed. and
Ed.D. from the University of North Texas.

Ms. Hillman’s devotion to the profession of
student affairs has been evident through her
membership in the Texas Association of Col-
lege and University Student Personnel Admin-
istrators (TACUSPA), an organization she
served as President from 1997-1998.

Additionally, Ms. Hillman has been active
within the community through her active mem-
bership in Kiwanis, the Denton Chamber of
Commerce and Leadership Denton. And, in
2006 she was selected as a member of the
2006 class of Leadership Texas.

It is with great honor that | rise today to rec-
ognize Jan Hillman for her years of dedication
and service to the University of North Texas.
| am proud to represent her and UNT in the
United States Congress.

————

STATEMENT ON H.R. 3082, MAKING

FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR
2011

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam
Speaker, the Continuing Resolution that
passed in the House of Representatives today
will keep the government funded at the current
level through March, 2011, allowing operations
to continue for programs that would otherwise
have expired. Nationwide, we are continuing
to recover from difficult economic times. It is
more important than ever that the federal
agencies and the programs they administer,
which so many states and individuals depend
on, receive the federal funding they need to
operate without interruption.

During House floor consideration and pas-
sage of this legislation, | was unavoidably ab-
sent from Washington due to a family health
emergency. However, | am pleased that my
colleagues passed, this important legislation,
which | strongly support.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, on rolicall No. 654, on motion to sus-
pend the Rules and concur in the Senate
Amendment to H.R. 2142, GPRA Moderniza-
tion Act of 2010; had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

———

RECOGNIZING COACH GENE STAL-
LINGS FOR SELECTION TO COL-
LEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is a
great privilege to rise today in honor of a
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friend and celebrated native of Paris, Texas—
legendary coach Gene “Bebes” Stallings who
recently was inducted into the College Football
Hall of Fame.

Coach Stallings embodies the best qualities
of a coach, teaching his players not only how
to play the game but always to give their best,
win or lose. His journey began as a stand-out
player at Paris High School and continued at
Texas A&M University as a member of Paul
“Bear” Bryant’'s famous Junction Boys. During
his career at A&M, Gene was part of the team
that finished 9—0—1, winning a Southwest Con-
ference Championship in 1956. He graduated
from Texas A&M University with a bachelor of
science in 1957 and later earned an honorary
degree from Harding University. After his play-
ing days, Gene arrived at Alabama to be an
assistant coach under Head Coach Paul
“Bear” Bryant. He returned to Texas A&M
University as head coach in 1965, coaching
there until 1971. One of the most thrilling mo-
ments of his tenure as head coach at A&M
was leading his alma mater to victory against
his former coach at the 1968 Cotton Bowl.

For the next 18 years, Gene was a success-
ful coach in the National Football League. For
14 years he served as an assistant coach for
the Dallas Cowboys. He was a part of Tom
Landry’s very successful staff which led the
Cowboys to victory in Super Bowl XII. Gene
then became the head coach of the St. Louis
Cardinals for two years, followed by two more
years as head coach for the Phoenix Car-
dinals.

After a very successful tenure as a coach in
the National Football League, Gene returned
to college football and Alabama in 1990. His
first year at Alabama started with a 0-3
record; however, because of his great leader-
ship, his team improved, finishing the season
with a 7-5 record. In 1992, Alabama’s domi-
nance began as they finished the season with
a 13-0 record, becoming Southeastern Con-
ference champions and winning the national
championship against Miami. In 1993, the
Crimson Tide won their second straight South-
eastern Conference western division title and
finished with a record of 9-3-1. In 1994, his
team had an 11-0 regular season record. The
Crimson Tide lost in the Southeastern Con-
ference title game but defeated Ohio State in
the Citrus Bowl. Gene’s last year at Alabama
was 1996, and his team won 10 games and
earmned a berth in the Southeastern Con-
ference championship game against Florida.
In 1996, Gene announced his retirement from
football and completed his career at Alabama
with a 70-16—1 record.

This astonishing record of achievement led
to numerous awards and recognitions. Gene is
a member of the Alabama Sports Hall of
Fame, the Texas Sports Hall of Fame, the
Texas A&M University Hall of Fame, the Gator
Bowl Hall of Fame, and the Cotton Bowl Hall
of Fame. He was named National Coach of
the Year, American Football Coaches’ Coach
of the Year, Walter Camp Coach of the Year
and received the Paul “Bear” Bryant Lifetime
Achievement Award. In addition, he won the
Southeastern Conference Coach of the year
twice.

Gene not only deserves to be inducted into
the College Football Hall of Fame but to be in
another Hall of Fame—one that honors great
fathers. His son, John Mark, was born with
Down syndrome and a severe heart defect
and lived to an age, 46, that many doctors felt
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was impossible. Gene and Ruth Ann, his wife,
provided their child with the most love, care
and attention ever given to a child. John Mark
was born during an era where a child with
such a disability was often institutionalized.
The Stallings included John Mark in every de-
cision—family-wise or career-wise, and John
Mark was a fixture at every game and practice
of all his father's teams. One of Gene’s great-
est legacies will be the contributions that he
and his family made to families with special
needs’ children.

In recognition of his humanitarian efforts,
Gene received the Dallas Father of the Year
Award, the National Boys Club Alumni of the
Year Award, Arthritis Humanitarian Award of
Alabama, Humanitarian Award of the Lion’s
Club of Alabama, and the Paris Boys Club
Wall of Honor. The Stallings family was hon-
ored by the Tuscaloosa Association of Re-
tarded Citizens as the Family of the Year.
Their efforts and generosity toward the Rise
program, a program which aids develop-
mentally disabled toddlers for entry into public
school and interaction with non-disabled stu-
dents, were again acknowledged with the
naming of the Stallings Building on the Ala-
bama campus. In addition, Gene wrote a book
about his son, John Mark.

Gene has also served as a valued and es-
teemed member of President George W.
Bush’s Commission on Intellectual Disability,
the Board of Abilene Christian University, the
Tandy Brand Corporation, People’s National
Bank of Paris, Paris Regional Medical Center,
Disability Resources, the Texas Rangers Law
Enforcement Association, the Great Southern
Wood Corporation, and the Boys and Girls
Club of Paris, Texas. In 2005, Governor Rick
Perry appointed him to the Texas A&M Board
of Regents, where he served as a member of
the Committee on Finance, the Committee on
Buildings and Physical Plant, and the Com-
mittee on Campus Art and Aesthetic. An addi-
tional responsibility as a member of the Board
of Regents is his place as the special athletic
liaison to the A&M Systems Members.

As the 111th Congress adjourns this week,
| am honored to recognize the contributions of
this great football coach and great American—
Gene Stallings.

———————

REPRESENTATIVE IKE SKELTON
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

RIGID AEROSHELL VARIABLE BUOYANCY AIR VE-
HICLE—ADVANCED  TECHNOLOGY  DEMON-
STRATOR
Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, | am aware

that the Force Transformation Directorate,
within the Director, Defense Research and En-
gineering (DDR&E) Office, is developing an
advanced, variable buoyancy, rigid-structure
air vehicle with vertical take-off and landing
(VTOL) capability and the ability to hover, all
while operating at maximum weight. Known as
the Pelican project, this effort has the potential
to provide for airship technology capable of
moving large payloads and brigade-sized units
to a point of need.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Pelican could assist in establishing a new
inter/intra-theater capability that could greatly
increase heavy cargo lift capability and effec-
tiveness, reduce the logistics footprint in the-
ater, provide low cost and “green” cargo car-
riage, and could establish a new disaster relief
capability.

The recent Haiti relief operation dem-
onstrates the importance of this capability. Air-
craft dependent on runways were initially
turned away because there was insufficient
ramp space. A VTOL heavy lift transport, re-
quiring little support infrastructure, would have
been immune to this problem. The new VTOL
air-lift capability can reduce our dependence
on foreign airbases and ports, as well as the
effectiveness of anti-access strategies em-
ployed by our adversaries.

| encourage the Department to maintain de-
velopment activities and to initiate plans for a
capable 60 ton payload vehicle, ensuring
close coordination and cooperation with the
Air Force, Transportation Command and Air
Mobility Command. | further recommend that
this effort be made a program of record begin-
ning in Fiscal Year 2013.

———

RECOGNIZING THE
TIONS OF JAMES
STEELE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of James Melton Steele.
Mr. Steele, known affectionately as “Jim” to
his friends, family and members of the North
Texas community was passionate for the
Northwest Independent School District and its
students. His memory and commitment to
NWISD are appropriately commemorated with
the Dedication of the James M. Steele Accel-
erated High School, the only school of its type
in Texas, designed to provide students an al-
ternative venue to complete high school at an
accelerated pace.

Mr. Steele’s early life allowed him to know
both north Texas and west Texas as home.
His family followed his father's railroad em-
ployment with positions in both the Fort Worth
area and Baird, Texas where he attended
school until 8th grade. His family returned to
north Texas where he attended the Birdville
School District and met Johnnie, who was the
love of his life and eventually became his wife
and mother to their two sons, Bruce and
Brian.

James attended Arlington State College
where he majored in business administration
and developed a desire through his early work
experiences to own his own business. He built
and operated a concrete plant in Haltom City
and later bought a small country store in Roa-
noke which eventually became Steele’s Affili-
ated Country Market.

The Steele’s raised their family in Roanoke
and were active community members as he
helped with sports activities and Johnnie vol-
unteered to help the teachers at Roanoke Ele-
mentary. Mrs. Steele eventually made a ca-
reer of education in NWISD and taught for 24
years before retiring from Gene Pike Middle
School. As members of Roanoke Church of
Christ, Byron Nelson encouraged Mr. Steele to
become an Elder.

CONTRIBU-
MELTON
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Mr. Steele’s leadership and commitment led
to encouragement from parents within the
Northwest ISD to run for the school board. He
became a member of the NWISD Board in
1975, serving as a Trustee for nine years, in-
cluding his term as board president.

The Steeles’ commitment to NWISD is a
family legacy as both of their sons and their
grandchildren, Chris and Tara, graduated from
Northwest High School. Bryson James Steele,
one of three great-grandchildren, currently at-
tends Kay Granger Elementary. The Steeles’
other two great-grandchildren,  Caroline
Doshier and Brayden Steele, will eventually at-
tend school at NWISD.

It is with great honor that | rise today to rec-
ognize James M. Steele and his commitment
to Northwest Independent School District. | am
honored to represent Northwest ISD, the town
of Roanoke and the Steele family in the
United States Congress.

——————

HONORING ACHIEVEMENTS OF AM-
BASSADOR RICHARD HOLBROOKE

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN-

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, this week,
the world lost a legendary diplomatic figure
and master peace negotiator. Ambassador
Richard Holbrooke may no longer be with us,
but his presence is timeless, as he leaves be-
hind the invaluable lessons of his life’'s work.

Among his many accomplishments as
statesman and steadfast advocate for greater
stability throughout the world, Ambassador
Holbrooke’s most famous contribution to the
mission of global peace was his role as chief
architect of the Dayton Peace Accords, ending
more than three years of bloody war in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. Up against deep-seated
multi ethnic and religious divisions, a war-torn
economy, and lacking government infrastruc-
ture, his unwavering commitment to estab-
lishing a peace worthy of America’s name was
fundamental to leading the accords to suc-
cessful resolution.

As the United States considers a new way
forward to reinvigorate Israeli-Palestinian
peace negotiations, Ambassador Holbrooke’s
memory serves as a powerful reminder of
what can be achieved with persistent engage-
ment, pragmatic diplomacy, and impassioned
belief—not only in the necessity for resolution,
but also in the ability for differing peoples to
come together in the name of a common hu-
manity.

The United States remains unwaveringly
committed to ensuring Israeli security and its
future as a Jewish democratic state, both as
a moral imperative and as a crucial strategic
relationship. While we have worked to maxi-
mize Israel’s security, through military partner-
ship and sanctions aimed to prevent Iranian
nuclear capabilities, the fact remains, how-
ever, that Arab-Israeli tensions pose very real
threats to Israeli and regional stability. Now is
the time to ever more fervently pursue resolu-
tion to the issues that stand in the way of
peace: borders, security, settlements, refu-
gees, and Jerusalem.

As Founder and Co-Chair of the American
Engagement Caucus, | firmly believe that U.S.
leadership is paramount to the success of
peace negotiations, and we must make a
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strong push for a negotiated two-state solution
that allows for substantial buy-in from Israelis,
Palestinians, and the international commu-
nity—unilateral actions will only serve to dete-
riorate progress and deter future collaboration.
Let us call on the lessons of Ambassador
Holbrooke’s work and the strength and resil-
ience of all those affected by conflict in Bosnia
to pursue a lasting peace between Arabs and
Israelis.

——————

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
LIFE OF GOODWIN STEINBERG

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the life of Goodwin Steinberg, a re-
nowned architect and an active and affec-
tionate community builder, who died on De-
cember 14, 2010. For half a century, Goody
Steinberg designed and developed spaces for
professional, civic and sacred uses. He was a
giant who will be missed by his family, his
friends, and everyone who was touched by his
wise, wonderful and gentle ways.

As his grandchildren remembered their
grandfather at his memorial service at Temple
Beth Am—the magnificent structure he de-
signed which is now home to some 1,600 fam-
ilies—their heartfelt words, and the very wood-
work, paid eloquent tribute to this extraor-
dinarily talented, creative, and caring commu-
nity member. One after another, they spoke of
how valued he made them feel, and how they
knew that they were cherished. This love for
family was the essence of Goody Steinberg,
and we all benefited from it.

The projects that Goody designed are now
iconic symbols of Silicon Valley and its devel-
opment from the fruit-growing Valley of the
Hearts Delight into the equally fruitful birth-
place of ideas and innovation that it is today.
Beth Am, designed so that his daughter could
attend a religious school to learn Jewish tradi-
tions, is a much loved “house of the people,”
the Hebrew translation of its name. Indeed,
everywhere people gathered, Goody trans-
formed into a house of the people. In his near-
ly half-century career as an architect, he de-
signed the restoration of the Santa Clara
County Courthouse, the Tech Museum of In-
novation and the Del Monte Hotel in Monterey.
The campus of Stanford University and the
entire San Francisco Peninsula bear the indel-
ible mark of his warm and welcoming designs,
infused with light, love and laughter.
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Goody served his community well, and
glowed with justifiable pride in the community
involvement and contributions of his family,
proud of their generosity and accomplish-
ments. His wife Geraldine served with distinc-
tion on the Santa Clara County Board of Su-
pervisors in the 1970s, and nothing made
Goody happier than the day his son Robert
joined the family business, Steinberg Archi-
tects, now an international architectural firm
with offices as far afield as Shanghai.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in honoring Goodwin Steinberg’s exem-
plary life and his multitude of accomplish-
ments. | ask also that the entire House of
Representatives extend its most sincere con-
dolences to his wife of 66 years, Geraldine;
his children Robert (and Alice Erber) of Palo
Alto, Thomas (and Shaindel) of New York and
Jerusalem, and Joan Laurence of Tsfat, Israel;
his 11 grandchildren, and his late grandson
Jacob Erber Steinberg; three great grand-
children; and sisters, Sylvia and Darlene.

On entering a synagogue, Jews begin the
Ma Tovu, a prayer of awe and reverence for
their sacred spaces, with the words, “How
goodly are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling
places, O lIsraell” As Beth Am congregants
enter the sanctuary he designed, they will for-
ever be reminded of Goody Steinberg and the
goodly tents he established everywhere he
went. He built this city on rock and soul, from
the ground up, and his family and his designs
stand as magnificent memorials to Goody
Steinberg’s extraordinary creativity and hu-
manity. America has been bettered in so many
ways because of him.

—

‘O WHAT A GAL IN HONOR OF
OPRAH WINFREY

HON. CHET EDWARDS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 21, 2010

Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. Madam Speaker,
on behalf of a friend who works every day to
bring wounded warriors and Make a Wish
youth to our Capitol, | would like to include the
following in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD at his
request.

Dedicated to Oprah Winfrey, the Promise of
American . . . and what dreams, courage and
faith are made of. Your life and your example,
are one more watershed moment in time . . .
in the healing and the growth of America! May
God Bless you always, as you have blessed
so many others with your kind heart. | ask that
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this poem penned in honor of Oprah Winfrey
by Albert Caswell be placed in the RECORD.

‘O WHAT A GAL!

‘0. ..What a Gal!

‘O what a Woman, ‘O what a Lady . .
so stands before us now!

‘O . . .what A Great American Tale. . . .

And ‘O, what a journey, through life in her
profiles in courage, so now . . .

‘O, The American Dream . . .

‘O, The Promise of what all of this so means

. . to be American and so very proud!

‘0, from the bottom to the top . . .

‘0, as against all odds . . . even with all that
discrimination and hatred, she would
not be stopped!

From fields of slavery of yesteryears,

‘O ... as her loved ones in heaven, now
watch over her with tears!

Oprah!

Teaching us all, with your lessons of life . . .
of answering its quest and its call!

To be a champion of what is right!

With your heart of kindness, all in your
search of the truth as you went out
into that night . . .

All in your warmth and love, as you fought
that fight!
Teaching us all . . .
Beautiful!

All on her pilgrimage of truth and caring,
sharing, loving and teaching . . . she
brought her light.

‘0, the proof of what one life can mean!

An American Heroine, as now almost like an
American Queen . . .

‘0, in this our world . . . and in our lives!

Will we so find the courage? ... The Sac-
rifice? ... To Fight, To Fight The
Good Fight?

To make a difference, with these our so short

lives!

an American hero . .touching our

hearts, bringing your light!

Oprah Winfrey, is a Winner . . . A Light . . .
A Great Beacon of Hope . . . of which
shines this night!

The power of hope and courage . . .

All determination, and faith can so nourish
what is right!

‘O, Win your Heart is open!

Win you believe! Win . . . your heart is Free!
There’s nothing you can not so be!

Win . . . you stop to believe!

Win . . . you take from pain and heartache,
and rebuild . . . we all can be Free!

Children, Win . . . your. . . Free!

There’s nothing, that you can not so do!
There’s nothing, that you can not so
be!

Listen my children, as your future dreams
you are building . . . remember, Oprah
Winfrey!

. who

that, ‘O . . . Black is

‘0,
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