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House Fellows Program, | am not recorded
because | was absent because | gave birth to
my baby daughter. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 634 on,
H.R. 6205, On Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Pass, “Private Isaac T. Cortes Post Of-
fice”, | am not recorded because | was absent
because | gave birth to my baby daughter.
Had | been present, | would have voted “yea.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 635 on, H.
Res. 1764, On Agreeing to the Resolution,
Providing for consideration of the Senate
amendment to H.R. 2965, | am not recorded
because | was absent because | gave birth to
my baby daughter. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 636 on, H.
Res. 1761, On Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Agree, Congratulating Auburn University
quarterback and College Park, Georgia, native
Cameron Newton on winning the 2010
Heisman Trophy for being the most out-
standing college football player in the United
States, | am not recorded because | was ab-
sent because | gave birth to my baby daugh-
ter. Had | been present, | would have voted
“vea.”

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 637 on, H.
Res. 1743, On Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Agree, as Amended, Congratulating
Gerda Weissmann Klein on being selected to
receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom, |
am not recorded because | was absent be-
cause | gave birth to my baby daughter. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea.”

Madam Speaker, on rolicall No. 638 on,
H.R. 2965, On Motion to Concur in the Senate
Amendment with an Amendment, Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010, | am not re-
corded because | was absent because | gave
bith to my baby daughter. Had | been
present, | would have voted “nay.”

HONORING THE SERVICE AND
DEDICATION OF MICHAEL TERRY

HON. BART GORDON

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Michael
Terry for his contributions to the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Tennessee. As any mem-
ber of Congress knows, our legislative
achievements and successful constituent serv-
ices programs would not be possible without a
cadre of great staff working behind the
scenes. Throughout my time in Congress, |
have been fortunate to have many bright, able
staff members with an interest in serving their
country by working in this body. Today, I'd like
to single out Mike Terry, my field representa-
tive and political advisor and a dedicated pub-
lic servant.

Mike joined my staff in 1993 after serving as
a clerk for the Tennessee State Senate. He
brought to the position good political acumen,
a keen understanding of Middle Tennessee’s
values, and a strong network of good relation-
ships across the state. More and more, he has
become a true heavyweight in the state’s polit-
ical scene.

He has worked with the business commu-
nity to ensure my office does all it can to nur-
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ture economic growth and facilitate job cre-
ation. He has been my liaison with local gov-
ernments and Chambers of Commerce. He
has worked hard, logged miles with me in
every corner of the Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict, and led major meetings and events in all
15 counties. He knows what’'s happening on
the ground in every community, and he has
been my eyes and ears to let me know how
folks at home feel about what's going on in
Washington.

Mike is loyal, talented and possesses excel-
lent judgment. | have been extremely lucky to
keep him on the team for the better part of
two decades, and | have appreciated his dedi-
cation and friendship over the years. My staff
and | have enjoyed hearing about his scuba
diving adventures, his love of virtually every
comedy made in the 1980s, and the trials and
triumphs of his beloved Tennessee Vols.

Madam Speaker, | could not have accom-
plished half of what | did without Mike’s hard
work. Mike, thank you for all your help and
loyalty over these many years. | wish you and
Lisa all the best.

————

SUPPORTING A NEGOTIATED SO-
LUTION TO THE ISRAELI-PALES-
TINIAN CONFLICT

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 15, 2010

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H. Res. 1765, a resolution supporting
a negotiated solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and condemning unilateral declarations
of a Palestinian state. It is a one-sided resolu-
tion that advocates for an approach that would
prevent the very two-state solution it advo-
cates.

H. Res. 1765 rightly expresses support for a
negotiated solution to the lIsraeli-Palestinian
conflict. As a strong proponent of peace and
reconciliation, | believe that true long-term sta-
bility and security for Israel depends upon
peaceful coexistence with its Palestinian
neighbors. Indeed, an imposed solution will
not bring either side closer to the security,
peace and coexistence that have been elusive
for the last sixty-plus years.

This resolution condemns the unilateral ac-
tions recently taken by the Palestinian Author-
ity to seek recognition of a Palestinian state
within 1967 borders. Yet it mentions nothing of
the continued settlement building in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem that led to the
breakdown in negotiations. While | do not sup-
port the actions taken by the Palestinian Au-
thority, their efforts are a direct result of failed
negotiations and continued settlement building
that threaten the two-state solution.

If we only hold one side accountable, good
faith negotiations cannot proceed. A just solu-
tion to this conflict requires recognition that
negotiations will not be successful as long as
the United States allows settlement building in
the West Bank and East Jerusalem to con-
tinue. We cannot claim to be acting in Israel’s
best interest while turning a blind eye to ac-
tions that actively undermine its security.

Mr. Speaker, | have been to the region. |
have spoken to Israelis and Palestinians. Most
of them want peace and they have been wait-
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ing too long for it. The political process and re-
alities on the ground do not create conditions
that are conducive to making peace a reality.

True support of a just, negotiated solution
requires us to hold both sides accountable.
This resolution fails to do that. | urge my col-
leagues to oppose this resolution.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is
$13,878,837,351,150.62.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,240,411,604,856.82 so far this Con-
gress.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

IN FURTHER RECOGNITION OF THE
SERVICE OF THE STAFF OF THE
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 17, 2010

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, in my 44
years serving as a clerk, Administrator, Mem-
ber, and finally Chairman of what is now the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, | have had the opportunity to work with
some of the finest staff on Capitol Hill.

Whether they are drafting legislation and
managing hearings, or answering the phones
and copying documents, each member of the
staff makes a vital contribution to the success
of the Committee.

As my term as Chairman comes to a close,
| would like to take a few moments to recog-
nize these dedicated professionals as they
move on to new challenges and opportunities.

Stacie Soumbeniotis Tiongson has served
on this Committee for over 11 years, first as
the Staff Director of the Aviation Sub-
committee and then as Deputy Chief Counsel
of the full Committee. As Staff Director of the
Subcommittee, Stacie was responsible for
managing all legislation, hearings, markups
and all other activities covering civil aviation.
She has been intimately involved in the plan-
ning and drafting of several landmark aviation
bills, including the Aviation and Transportation
Security Act of 2001 and the Air Transpor-
tation Safety and System Stabilization Act to
secure our skies after the September 11th ter-
rorist attacks.

During the last two years, as Deputy Chief
Counsel, she participated in the oversight and
management of all activities of the Committee
and its six Subcommittees, focusing on issues
related to highways, aviation, rail, Coast
Guard, and economic development, as well as
advising on legal and legislative issues regard-
ing Committee jurisdiction.
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